
What the Scriptures Say
Things that need to happen before the Savior Jesus Christ returns 

according to the Book of Revelation.



Revelation Chapter 8 – The 7 Trumpets

2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before 
God; and to them were given seven trumpets.

5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with 
fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and 
there were voices, and thunderings, and 
lightnings, and an earthquake.

7 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail
and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast 
upon the earth: and the third part of trees was 
burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.

5 of the 7 Trumpets have to happen before 
Armageddon.  This can be found in verse 13 
when the Woes are announced.

Thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake 
before the 1st Trumpet is  sounded. This has 
not happened yet.

The 1st Trumpet is hail, and grass and 1/3 of 
the trees burned up.  This has not 
happened yet.  This almost sounds like 
preparation for a famine and war. Footnote 
takes you to Moses and the Pharaoh.



Chapter 8 – The 2nd Trumpet

8 And the second angel sounded, and 
as it were a great mountain burning 
with fire was cast into the sea: and the 
third part of the sea became blood; 

9 And the third part of the creatures 
which were in the sea, and had life, 
died; and the third part of the ships 
were destroyed.

Looks like a comet maybe.

A third of the sea creatures die, 
adding to the famine. 

The destroyed ships would represent 
commerce being slowed down and 
not collapsed because it is only a 
third of the ships.   

In Revelation 18 we come to know 
that the 7th vial which is poured after
Armageddon causes Babylon to fall 
within an hour.  That would be a total 
collapse.



Chapter 8 – The 3rd Trumpet

10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell 
a great star from heaven, burning as it were a 
lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the 
rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;

11 And the name of the star is called 
Wormwood: and the third part of the waters 
became wormwood; and many men died of the 
waters, because they were made bitter.

The water becomes poisoned.  Was it the 
comet?  Was it a nuclear fall out? 

Wormwood is a bitter herb.  The waters 
are now bitter and killing many people. 

None of this has happened yet. 



Chapter 8 – The 4th Trumpet 
and the Announcing of the 3 Woes

12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part 
of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the 
moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third 
part of them was darkened, and the day shone not 
for a third part of it, and the night likewise.

13 And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through 
the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, 
woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of 
the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, 
which are yet to sound!

Is this a disturbance in the weather 
patterns?  Have the poles shifted? Will the 
earth be moved from it’s orbit? Is there 
another planet blocking the sun? Is this 
symbolic of “1/3” reference to the degrees 
of glory?  The word smitten means “blow”.  
This verse is wide open for interpretation. 

After the 4th Trumpet, the 3 Woes are 
announced.  The 1st Woe is a 5 mo. 
persecution of the Saints, AND a 13 mo. 
world war in preparation for the 2nd Woe, 
which is Armageddon.  The 3rd Woe is the 
destruction of the wicked after Armageddon 
is over.



Revelation Chapter 9 

1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the 
earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.

2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, 
as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by 
reason of the smoke of the pit.

3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them 
was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.

4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the 
earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which 
have not the seal of God in their foreheads.

5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they 
should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of 
a scorpion, when he striketh a man.

6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall 
desire to die, and death shall flee from them.

The bottomless pit is opened.  Satan and 
his followers are allowed to torment 
people. 

Sun and air darkened from smoke.  War? 
Ash? Filth? 

Locusts are represented as military with 
multiple soldiers covering the land. (v7)

The seal of God on the forehead are the 
covenant people who are endowed. 

Persecution, oppression, loss of liberty and 
basic resources? 



Order of Events So Far

1-4 Trumpets
Famine, Wars, 
Comet, Plagues

5th Trumpet
Bottomless 
Pit Opened

Woe #1
5 Month
Oppression

6th Trumpet
Is Still
Woe #1
13 mo. 
World War

Woe #2
Armageddon

Question to ask:  Are these events linear or can they be simultaneous?

Linear means it will take longer as each event plays out.  Could take a decade.

I believe it is a combination.  1-6 can happen all at once in different stages, but once the 
13 month world war starts, you are 1 year away from Armageddon.  Keep reading….



Chapter 9 – 6th Trumpet
Woe #1 - Armageddon

10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: 
and their power was to hurt men five months.

11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, 
whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath 
his name Apollyon.

12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.

13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of 
the golden altar which is before God,

14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels 
which are bound in the great river Euphrates.

(JST: Euphrates = Bottomless pit)

15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a 
day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.

Here is the 5 month military strike. Invasion? 

Their king/leader is Satan or “Apollyon”. 

This should be after verse 15, but it becomes 
clear in Chapter 11:14-15 This is still Woe #1

Notice Joseph Smith changed Euphrates to 
bottomless pit.  This moves the world war to a 
different location. 

Here is the 13-month reference to how long 
the war is going on before it turned into 
Armageddon to be fought in Israel. I’m going 
to guess this is a world war.  WWIII.



Chapter 9 - Armageddon

17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on 
them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and 
the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their 
mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone.

18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by 
the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths.

19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails 
were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt.

20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues 
yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not 
worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and 
of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:

21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor 
of their fornication, nor of their thefts.

1/3 of the men killed in Armageddon. 

Fire, smoke and brimstone = nuclear. 

The rest who do not repent will be 
destroyed.  Woe #3 is the destruction of 
the wicked.  This is also the 7th Trumpet.



Facts About Armageddon

Countries involved: Russia (Meshech), Gog (leader of the army), Persia 
(Iran), Sudan,  Gomer (Turkey), Cush (Libya)  Ezek 38:1-5 

Armageddon will be fought in the valley of Megiddo. Zech 12:11

2 Prophets will be sent to help hold off the world’s army.  It will last 1,260 
days (3.5 years).  Rev 11:3

Jerusalem will be under siege again (Matt 24:15) and this is the start of 
the tribulation (Matt 24:21).  

This is the time the Jews in Judaea are told to flee.  It is also time for 
those in the House of Israel to flee (see footnote “a” in Matt:24:16)



LDS New Testament Institute Manual
“Flee Unto the Mountains” 

Page 74 

Joseph Smith—Matthew 1:13–20; Matthew 24:16–22. “Flee into the 
Mountains”
Prior to the Roman siege of Jerusalem in a.d. 70, Christians living in Jerusalem remembered that the Savior had 
warned, “Then let them who are in Judea flee into the mountains,” and they fled to a city called Pella in the 
northern foothills of the Jordan Valley. Though the Jews living in Jerusalem experienced starvation and 
eventual destruction during the Roman siege, those who heeded the Savior’s warning safely escaped.

The Savior’s prophecy recorded in Matthew 24:16–22 refers both to the great tribulation suffered by the Jews 
in a.d. 70 and to great tribulations in the latter days. In a.d. 70, things became so bad that if the Lord had not 
intervened and shortened those tribulations, the Jewish people would have been annihilated. The Lord’s 
intervention will also be necessary in the last days in order for His people to survive.



Revelation 11 – The 7th Trumpet
Woe #3

14 The second woe is past; and, behold, the third 
woe cometh quickly.

15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were 
great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.

19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and 
there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: 
and there were lightnings, and voices, and 
thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.

When Armageddon ends, the destruction of 
the wicked follows.  

The destruction is the 7th Trumpet and the 
7th Vial.  

The 7th vial has a similar description in 
Rev. 16:17-18 of a mighty earthquake and 
hail.



For Comparison 7 Trumpets & 7 Vials
(Generally believe to run concurrent with each other.)

Trumpets (Rev 8,9) Vials (Rev 16)

1. famine/war 1.  sores (plague)

2. Comet/sea dies 2.  sea dies

3. Water poisoned/men die  3.  rivers and fountains turn to blood

4. Sun, moon, stars blocked  4.  sun scorches 

5. Bottomless pit/5 months  5.  gnaw tongues in pain/sores 

6. 13 mo. world war 6.  Euphrates River dries up 

7. Earthquake and hail 7.  Earthquake and hail



If The Events Were Simultaneous

Trumpets & Vials
1-5

Famine/war/
Comet/sun dark
poison waters/ 

sores

5 month 
oppression after 
bottomless pit 
opened

13 month 
world war

(1 yr. warning 
to flee)

Armageddon
3.5 years

7th Trumpet
7th Vial

A mighty 
earthquake
& large hail

13 mo. + 3.5 years ?

Flee to 
Places of 
Refuge

2 Prophets are 
sent from New 
Jerusalem.

Question to ask:  If 2 
prophets are sent from 
New Jerusalem to help 
the Jewish people, when 
does New Jerusalem 
start?

John Taylor vision shows 
it starting after 
desolating plague.



Final Thoughts

There are a lot of theories and speculation out there, from what does a ½ hour of silence mean, to what is the 
significance of two eclipses 7 years apart.  An attempt to tie Jewish holy days and signs in the heavens to a time 
line also make this more complicated than it needs to be. 

All of those are entertaining and some may even be right, but in the end every word is open to interpretation. 
Therein lies the age old problem, even with the scriptures.  Even I have tried to chase down the symbols and 
veiled meanings only to realize that we are only to know the season we are in, prepare every needful thing and 
listen intently to the prophet as he continues to prepare us to be one of the 5 wise virgins.  Food and ammo will 
not get you into New Jerusalem, and you will suffer in the tribulations without them.

My attempt to pull this information together is to help people see that the tribulation period is not a “one and 
done” event.  There are multiple events and each of them take time to develop, so we need not curl up in fear 
every time something is out of place in our normalcy bias.  

Instead, we need practice not having fear.  Nearly every chapter of Revelations has a verse or two about the 
Saints and the Lord protecting them through all of this.  Sure, we will have some tough times, but manageable 
and endearing as we work our way to Zion.  We have a lot to look forward to.  A lot to be proud of.  A lot to 
prepare for.  

Thanks for being on this journey with me!  - Shelle


