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Introduction

Zion and the Doctrine of Translation is a companion volume to The Triumph of Zion: 

Our Personal Quest for the New Jerusalem by John M. Pontius, published by CFI.  In 

commissioning this research, Brother Pontius introduced me to the glorious promises of 

the latter-day Zion. What I found in the course of my research has opened my eyes to 

vistas never before seen.

When Brother Pontius first brought up the idea of a connection between Zion and 

the doctrine of translation I wasn’t sure there had been much recorded on the subject.  I 

offered to investigate the concepts and see if anything authoritative had been said.  What 

came next was completely unexpected.  What I found was that Joseph Smith and his 

contemporaries spoke often and passionately about Zion. They spoke of and prophesied 

of things that were entirely unfamiliar to me, and which filled me with a sense of joy in 

what the Lord had promised regarding Zion.  In the end this investigation resulted in a 

collection of quotes from the leading authorities of the church that spanned nearly 250 

pages, of which John used only a small amount.

After John reviewed the material he suggested I consider organizing and 

publishing the whole body of my research as an adjunct to his work.  That suggestion 

spawned this work.

It is my hope that publishing this collection of quotes will compliment John’s 

ground-breaking book, The Triumph of Zion.  It is also hoped that this work will further 

highlight the connections between the original Zion, the city of Enoch, and the latter-day 

Zion and their fundamental doctrines, natures, and purposes as translated societies.

This is a work of love, and is shared because of a love for my Savior, and his 

promises regarding Zion.  I hope that within these pages something will be of help to any 

who seek after and have a desire to become a part of the great latter-day Zion.

Joshua B. Mariano
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Part I ~ Zion – General
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Introduction

The Zion of God.  What does it mean?  The pure in heart in the first place.  In the 

second place those who are governed by the law of God--the pure in heart who are 

governed by the law of God.  

-- John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 26:109.

The Ancient Zion foreshadowed the Zion of the Last Days, with which it is 

destined to blend.  In Enoch's day the Lord's people, consecrating to Him their all, 

became equal in earthly as in heavenly things; and the righteous unity resulting from that 

blest condition brought forth the peace and power of sanctity.  So shall it be and more, 

when the Lord brings again Zion.  

-- Orson F. Whitney; Saturday Night Thoughts, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret News, 1927), 117.

Zion means, literally, a "sunny place" or "sunny mountain."  It first designated an 

eminence in Palestine on which Jerusalem is built.  In the Doctrine and Covenants, Zion 

has  three designations:  First, the land of America; second, a specific place of gathering; 

and third, the pure in heart.  

-- David O McKay; “Zion Shall Flourish,” Improvement Era, February 1959, 33.

There is no fence around Zion or the world, but to one of discernment, they are 

separated more completely than if each were surrounded with high unscalable walls. 

Their underlying concepts, philosophies, and purposes are at complete variance one with 

the other.  The philosophy of the world is self-sufficient, egotistical, materialistic, and 

skeptical.  The philosophy of Zion is humility, not servility, but a willing recognition of 

the sovereignty of God and dependence on his providence.  

-- Stephen L Richards; Conference Report, October 1951, 110.

In your homes where the priesthood of God exists, there is Zion.  And to you 

whose lives are committed to righteousness, I say unto you, You are Zion.  

-- Matthew Cowley; Conference Report, April 1952, 102.
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Suppose that the Son of Man said to mankind in the present ages, ‘What seek ye?’

What would be the answer?  Many would say: we seek  pleasure; some, wealth; others, 

fame and power; but the most thoughtful would answer, ‘We are seeking the light of the 

ages, as mankind has ever sought.  We are seeking a social Utopia. We want a society in 

which we may be relieved of some of the ills of mankind, free from the troubles and toils 

of life.’

With every progressive age of the world, intellectual, noble minded leaders have 

sought a better way of living than that which was current.  The good life, a social Utopia, 

has been the quest of the ages . . . To sense the need of reform has been easy; to achieve it

has been difficult and well-nigh impossible.

The Church, established by divine inspiration to an unlearned youth, offers to the 

world the solution of all its social problems. 

-- David O. McKay; Conference Report, April 1930, 78-83.
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Definitions of Zion

The Pure in Heart

“Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion—THE PURE IN 

HEART; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” (D&C 97:21)

The Church and Its Stakes

“For Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her 

stakes must be strengthened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion must arise and put on her 

beautiful garments.” (D&C 82:14)

The City of Enoch

“And Enoch continued his preaching in righteousness unto the people of God. And it 

came to pass in his days, that he built a city that was called the City of Holiness, even 

ZION.” (Moses 7:19)

The Ancient City of Jerusalem

“And the king and his men went to Jerusalem unto the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the 

land: which spake unto David, saying, Except thou take away the blind and the lame, 

thou shalt not come in hither: thinking, David cannot come in hither.

Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David.” (2 

Samuel 5:6–7)

“Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of 

the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might 

bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion.” (1 

Kings 8:1)

The New Jerusalem
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“And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of 

safety for the saints of the Most High God;

And the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, 

insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion.” (D&C 

45:66–67)

Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled 

yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of 

Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of 

the saints.

Wherefore, this is the land of promise, and the place for the city of Zion. (D&C 57:1–2)

We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten Tribes; that 

Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent; that Christ will 

reign personally upon the earth; and, that the earth will be renewed and receive its 

paradisiacal glory. (Articles of Faith 1:10)

The Dwelling Place of those who are Exalted

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,

To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to 

God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, (Hebrews 12:22–23)
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Location of Zion

Ward Building

Now as we sing together "Come to Zion," we mean come to the ward--not to Salt 

Lake City--come to the ward, the branch, the mission, the stake, and give assistance to 

build up Zion.  We used to think that one had to be in Salt Lake City to be in Zion, but it 

has been interpreted differently.  Sometimes all of America is Zion, and we think of Zion 

as being where the pure in heart are located.  So we hope you will stay here and build up 

a beautiful France Zion.  Italy is the Zion for the Italians, Spain for the Spaniards, 

Portugal for the Portuguese, and Germany for the Germans.  Scandinavia is Zion for the 

Scandinavians, and Japan for the Japanese.  

-- Spencer W Kimball; Conference Report, Paris France Area Conference 1976, 3.

Church

 

Where is Zion?  Where the organization of the Church of God is.  And may it 

dwell spiritually in every heart; and may we so live as to always enjoy the Spirit of Zion! 

-- Brigham Young; Journal of Discourses, 8:205.

Jackson County, MO

Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled 

yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of 

Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of 

the saints.

Wherefore, this is the land of promise, and the place for the city of Zion. (D&C 57:1-2)

America

There has been great discussion in relation to Zion--where it is, and where the 

gathering of the dispensation is, and which I am now going to tell you.  The prophets 

have spoken and written upon it; but I will make a proclamation that will cover a broader 

ground.  The whole of America is Zion itself from north to south, and is described by the 
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Prophets, who declare that it is the Zion where the mountain of the Lord should be, and 

that it should be in the center of the land.  

-- Joseph Smith, History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 7 vols., 

[Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1932-1951], 6:318-19

[hereafter Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 6:318-19]

This American continent will be Zion; for it is so spoken of by the prophets.  

Jerusalem will be rebuilt and will be the place of gathering, and the tribe of Judah will 

gather there; but this continent of America is the land of Zion.  

-- Brigham Young; Journal of Discourses, 5:4.

Zion, as used in this scripture [Isaiah 2:2-3], means America.  In fact, America is 

Zion.  At times the term is used to include both the North and South American continents.

In some references the word Zion is used to designate the area in and about Jackson 

County, Missouri, where the New Jerusalem will be built, which city is itself sometimes 

called Zion.  From Zion the law of God shall eventually go forth into all the world.  

-- Marion G. Romney; "America's Fate and Ultimate Destiny," 

Brigham Young University Speeches of the Year, May 1976, 326.

Earth

 

When Joseph first revealed the land where the Saints should gather, a woman in 

Canada asked if we thought that Jackson County would be large enough to gather all the 

people that would want to go to Zion.  I will answer the question really as it is.  Zion will 

extend, eventually, all over this earth.  There will be no nook or corner upon the earth but

what will be in Zion.  It will all be Zion.  I remember  that the lady was answered by 

asking her whether she thought the ark was large enough to hold those that were to go 

into it in the days of Noah?  "Yes," was the reply.  Then of course Zion will be just large 

enough to receive all that will be prepared to possess it, as the ark was.  

-- Brigham Young; Journal of Discourses, 9:138.

Other Worlds

The Lord wanted to represent these kingdoms so that we could understand what 

he desired to impart, and he gave it as a parable... Says the interrogator--"I do not 

comprehend this idea of the Lord's withdrawing from one and going to another." In order 
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to comprehend this let us come back to our own globe. Do we not expect that the Lord 

will, by and by, come and visit us and stay a little while, about a thousand years. Yes, and

then we shall be made glad with the joy of the countenance of our Lord. He will be 

among us, an will be our King, and he will reign as a King of kings and Lord of lords. He

will have a throne in Zion, and another in the Temple at Jerusalem, and he will have with 

him the twelve disciples who were with him during his ministry at Jerusalem; and they 

will eat and drink with him at his table; and all the people of the globe who are counted 

worthy to be called Zion, the pure in heart, will be made glad by the countenance of their 

Lord for a thousand years, during which the earth will rest. Then what? He withdraws. 

What for? To fulfill other purposes; for he has other worlds or creations and other sons 

and daughters, perhaps just as good as those dwelling on this planet and they, as well as 

we, will be visited, and they will be made glad with the countenance of their Lord. Thus 

he will go, in the time and in the season thereof, from kingdom to kingdom or from world

to world, causing the pure in heart, the Zion that is taken from these creations, to rejoice 

in his presence. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 17:332-333.
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Part II ~ Zion - New
Jerusalem
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Fundamentals

Greatest Object to Establish Zion

We ought to have the building up of Zion as our greatest object. When wars 

come, we shall have to flee to Zion. The cry is to make haste. 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 3:390-391.

In our making progress let us not lose sight of the goal, neither become 

discouraged. We are about to enter into a new era, a new period, more glorious, more 

wonderful. All we need to do is to serve God and we shall see his salvation going forward

to the accomplishment of his holy purposes, for Zion shall arise and shine, and the ends 

of the earth shall come unto her to learn of her ways and walk in her paths, for she is 

destined to be the light of the world. I know it and bear witness of it, and ask God to send

us some rededicating our lives and all that we have to keep the fires burning, to carry on 

and be prepared when God is ready for the consummation of his holy purposes. 

-- Elder Melvin J. Ballard; Conference Report, April 1930, 158.

The borders of Zion, where the righteous and pure in heart may dwell, must now 

begin to be enlarged. The stakes of Zion must be strengthened. All this so that Zion may 

arise and shine by becoming increasingly diligent in carrying out the plan of salvation 

throughout the world. 

-- President Harold B. Lee; “Strengthen the Stakes of Zion,” Ensign, July 1973, 2.

We have no business here other than to build up and establish the Zion of God. It 

must be done according to the will and law of God, after that pattern and order by which 

Enoch built up and perfected the former-day Zion, which was taken away to heaven, 

hence the saying went abroad that Zion had fled. By and by it will come back again, and 

as Enoch prepared his people to be worthy of translation, we through our faithfulness 

must prepare ourselves to meet Zion from above when it shall return to earth, and to 

abide the brightness and glory of its coming.

My brethren and sisters, I do really delight in hearing our brethren speak on this 

holy order of heaven. Unity of purpose and action, in carrying out the will of our Father, 

has been my theme all the day long; but I have continually plead with the Saints not to 

waste their substance upon the lust of the eye and the flesh for that is contrary to the will 

and commandments of God. 
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-- President Brigham Young; Journal of Discourses, 18:356.

Joseph said in the beginning that it was the duty of the Elders of this Church to 

labor constantly to build up Zion and not to build up that which is opposed to Zion. . . 

.God has not required it of me that I should build up anything that is opposed to Zion but 

on the contrary that I should always keep in my thoughts and be influenced by it in my 

actions that which will advance the cause of Zion and that which will not retard it or 

operate against it in any manner. 

--President George Q. Cannon; Journal of Discourses, 26:320.

As we had received a commandment for Elder Rigdon to write a description of 

the land of Zion, we sought for all the information necessary to accomplish so desirable 

an object. 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 1:197.

It behooves us, therefore, to keep the whole plan in mind and, as in all great 

projects, never to lose sight of the ultimate goal while we are working toward the 

necessary intermediate goals or steps. Here the final step in the whole progression is that 

the earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory. Quite literally, "heaven is our

destination." This idea is clearly brought forward in our new home evening manual with 

its theme "A Bit of Heaven." That is more than a sentimental Irish tag (though we in the 

Church today do seem to have an incurable appetite for trite and sentimental "kitsch"); it 

is an invitation actually to model our domestic life on the celestial order, as God 

commanded the Saints to do from the first: "And Zion cannot be built up "unless it is by 

the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto 

myself" (D&C 105:5). 

-- Hugh Nibley; Approaching Zion, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1989), 2.

In its present state, the world is far from qualified to receive a celestial society 

into its midst. But if we today cannot achieve Zion, we can conceive of it. Whenever we 

use that resounding word, the idea of perfection is always implied, even though we may 

be using it only in a local and limited sense. Thus, when the Prophet Joseph says, "We 

will still weep for Zion," it is not an imperfect Zion he is weeping for, but the absence of 

true Zion; he weeps because the Zion he has so clearly in mind has not been realized. One

does not weep for paradise, a place of consummate joy, but only for our memory of 

paradise, for paradise lost, even as the Jews, by the waters of Babylon, wept for a 

Jerusalem that was no more. Brigham Young admonished the people who came to the 
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Valley lest they "go into error when they expect to see that Zion here which they have 

seen in vision." The Zion in the vision was the real one. It must always be kept in mind, 

not as a present reality, but as the goal toward which all the labor of the Church is a 

preparation. 

-- Hugh Nibley; Approaching Zion, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1989), 25-26.

Behind Brigham Young's discussion of Christian stewardship, wealth, and fashion

lay his quest for a godly community, a city on a hill. As every apprentice historian of 

Utah learns quickly, the Mormon leader was concerned with religious commonwealth. 

He taught his followers that his social order devolved from the biblical Enoch, whose 

society in turn was a shadow of the celestial (12:210). "We are trying to be the image of 

those who live in heaven," he insisted. "We are trying to pattern after them, to look like 

them, to walk and talk like them, to deal like them, and build up the kingdom of heaven 

as they have done" (9:170). Such a goal would be secured, he believed, only by the 

celestially-minded. The Saints, however, were by no means ready for the task: "What 

hinders this people from being as holy as the Church of Enoch? It is because you will not 

cultivate the disposition to be so" (1:202). The challenge lay inward. Man "is so prone to 

wander and give himself up to the groveling things of the world . . . that it is literally a 

breaking up the fallow ground of his heart to prepare him to see the holy city. . . . Herein 

lies our labor" (13:151). From the transformation of a single heart, Zion would go forth, 

systematically extending holiness to families, neighborhoods, and finally to the world 

(10:173). 

-- Ronald W. Walker; “Brigham Young on the Social Order,” 

BYU Studies, vol. 28 (1988), Number 3 - Summer 1988, 45.

The building up of Zion is a cause that has interested the people of God in every age;

it is a theme upon which prophets, priests and kings have dwelt with peculiar delight; they

have looked forward with joyful anticipation to the day in which we live; and fired with

heavenly and joyful anticipations they have sung and written and prophesied of this our day;

but they died without the sight; we are the favored people that God has made choice of to

bring about the Latter-day glory; it is left for us to see, participate in and help to roll forward

the Latter-day glory, "the dispensation of the fullness of times, when God will gather together

all things that are in heaven, and all things that are upon the earth, 'even in one'", when the

Saints of God will be gathered in one from every nation, and kindred, and people, and

tongue, when the Jews will be gathered together into one, the wicked will also be gathered

together to be destroyed, as spoken of by the prophets; the Spirit of God will also dwell with

His people, and be withdrawn from the rest of the nations, and all things whether in heaven

or on earth will be in one, even in Christ. The heavenly Priesthood will unite with the earthly,

to bring about those great purposes; and whilst we are thus united in the one common cause,

to roll forth the kingdom of God, the heavenly Priesthood are not idle spectators, the Spirit of

God will be showered down from above, and it will dwell in our midst. The blessings of the
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Most High will rest upon our tabernacles, and our name will be handed down to future ages;

our children will rise up and call us blessed; and generations yet unborn will dwell with

peculiar delight upon the scenes that we have passed through, the privations that we have

endured; the untiring zeal that we have manifested; the all but insurmountable difficulties

that we have overcome in laying the foundation of a work that brought about the glory and

blessing which they will realize; a work that God and angels have contemplated with delight

for generations past; that fired the souls of the ancient patriarchs and prophets; a work that is

destined to bring about the destruction of the powers of darkness, the renovation of the earth,

the glory of God, and the salvation of the human family.

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 4:609-610.

 

Throughout all of this development, the objectives have remained constant: (1) 

provide short-term help to the needy, (2) help members become self-sufficient, and (3) 

pursue the ultimate goal of achieving a Zion Society where there are no rich and no poor 

because all dwell in righteousness (Pearl of Great Price, Moses 7:18).  

-- S. Kent Brown, Donald Q. Cannon, and Richard H. Jackson;

 Historical Atlas of Mormonism, (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994), 140.

Elder Orson Pratt reemphasized the Prophet's teachings on this matter when he 

said, "Before [the Lord] appears in his glory he is going to build up Zion, that is, Zion 

must again be built up on the earth: and if there is not a Zion built up on the earth before 

he comes, or in other words, if there never is to be another Zion built up on the earth, then

he never will come" (see also Isaiah 59). 5 As can be seen from those statements, the 

gathering of Israel, the building of Zion, and the Second Coming are closely related. 

-- Robert L. Millet; Watch and Be Ready, (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1994), 106.

Zion as the heart of the kingdom of God was to be an ensign and a standard to the 

world, that all men might look to her and pattern their lives and their social arrangements 

after her example of truth and righteousness. An ensign is a distinguished flag or banner, 

used in ancient times to direct the actions of men such as in a military campaign. As an 

ensign to the world in the last days, Zion was to be a rallying point of truth—to attract the

attention of all men and direct them into the paths of peace and progression.

"As a messenger before the Lord, the society of Zion was to be a nucleus of the 

millennial kingdom—an opening wedge—containing the basic principles and powers 

through which, eventually, peace and good will could be established universally among 

men. The divine system was to be developed among the Saints first, and then expanded 

throughout the earth as the millennial kingdom of Christ was ushered in."

Zion was and is to be the focus of all that is good, all that is ennobling, all that is 

instructive and inspirational. In Zion all things were to be gathered together in one in 

Christ. (Ephesians 1:10.) In addition, the Saints were to judge by a set of standards 
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derived and obtained from a source beyond that of unenlightened man. "Behold, I, the 

Lord, have made my church in these last days like unto a judge sitting on a hill, or in a 

high place, to judge the nations. For it shall come to pass that the inhabitants of Zion shall

judge all things pertaining to Zion." (D&C 64:37-38.) In short, "every accomplishment, 

every polished grace, every useful attainment in mathematics, music, in all science and 

art belong to the Saints." The Saints "rapidly collect the intelligence that is bestowed 

upon the nations, for all this intelligence belongs to Zion." 25 The following ideas, 

attributed to Joseph Smith, illustrate the spirit of Zion that was meant to be a part of every

facet of life among the Saints: 

-- Susan Easton Black; Doctrines for Exaltation: The 1989 Sperry Symposium on the

Doctrine and Covenants, (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1989), 181.

.

I do not know any better thing that we can engage in than to build up the Zion of 

God. It is as good and as great a labor as we can be engaged in; in fact, it is the labor 

which God has assigned unto us as a people and as individuals, and if any of us are 

engaged in anything else, we are not in the line of our duty, and we should turn aside 

from that and pursue the path which God has marked out. 

-- President George Q. Cannon; Journal of Discourses, 17:263.

What then is heaven like? Paul tells us. 'But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor

ear heard, neither have entered into the heart [that is the imagination]of man, the things 

which God hath prepared for them that love him.' (1 Cor. 2:9.) But paradise is its earthly 

counterpart, the nearest earthly approach to heaven. This state is going to be restored to 

earth, but in a series of steps. If it were brought all at once, right now, the 'culture shock' 

would kill us. Indeed we have been given the challenge, 'Who shall be able to stand at his

coming?' Only those who have prepared for the new environmental change by adapting 

themselves to it through a rigorous course of training. First must come the 'literal 

gathering of Israel' in which we are now engaged. Then, the return of the Ten Tribes, 

which we hope is soon to come. Then, the building up of the kingdom of God on earth 

preparatory to the establishment of Zion; Zion in turn preparing the earth to receive the 

Lord, after whose coming it will be possible to achieve the final state in which the earth is

renewed and given its former glory. The midpoint and focus of the whole operation is 

Zion. Zion is the great moment of transition, the bridge between the world as it is and the 

world as God designed it and meant it to be. 

-- Hugh Nibley; Approaching Zion, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1989), 3-4. 

Zion Must Be Built Before Christ Comes
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Jesus will never receive the Zion of God unless its people are united according to 

celestial law, for all who go into the presence of God have to go there by this law. Enoch 

had to practice this law, and we shall have to do the same if we are ever accepted of God 

as he was. It has been promised that the New Jerusalem will be built up in our day and 

generation, and it will have to be done by the United Order of Zion according to celestial 

law. 

-- Wilford Woodruff; Journal of Discourses, 17:250.

It seems to me that of all the signs of the times (and they are ominous and on 

every side) this is one of the significant signs of the times-that the Church of Jesus Christ,

the kingdom of God, is massing its forces, getting ready for that which is to follow ....I 

want to say to you, brethren, that in the midst of all the troubles, the uncertainties, the 

tumult and the chaos through which the world is passing, almost unnoticed by the 

majority of the people of the world, there has been set up a kingdom, a kingdom over 

which God the Father presides, and Jesus the Christ is the King. That kingdom is rolling 

forward, as I say, partly unnoticed, but it is rolling forward with a power and a force that 

will stop the enemy in its tracks while some of you live. Do you want to be among those 

on the side of Christ and his apostles?...Now is the time to make a resolution to that effect

and to prepare to put yourselves in a position where you can do the will of God, keep 

control of yourselves, and control your passions and your appetites and those other things

that lead downward into forbidden paths. 

-- President Hugh B. Brown; Conference Report, October 1967, 114-116. 

We should labor for the building up of the Kingdom of God and for the 

establishment of His work; for we have been called of God and appointed to take this 

kingdom in the latter days and bear it off. We have promises given unto us that no other 

dispensation or generation of men ever had. It has been promised us that we shall possess

the kingdom and the greatness of the kingdom, and it will never be overthrown, but will 

remain until Jesus Christ, the great lawgiver to Israel, comes to reign over His people. 

Therefore, we need not think that we have nothing to do. We have a great work before us,

and it will require all our exertions and all our talents and ability to perform it. We must 

seek for the Spirit of God to assist us; for without this Spirit we can accomplish but very 

little. 

-- Brian H. Stuy, ed; Collected Discourses, Wilford Woodruff, 1.

Then will persecution rage more and more; for the iniquities of men shall be 

revealed, and those who are not built upon the Rock will seek to overthrow this Church; 

but it will increase the more opposed, and spread farther and farther, increasing in 

knowledge till they shall be sanctified and receive an inheritance where the glory of God 

will rest upon them; and when this takes place, and all things are prepared, the ten tribes 
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of Israel will be revealed in the north country, whither they have been for a long season; 

and when this is fulfilled will be brought to pass that saying of the prophet: 'And the 

Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith 

the Lord.' 

-- Oliver Cowdrey; Messenger and Advocate, vol. 2 No. 13, (October 1835), 200.

Coming down to later times, we have but to open the Book of Mormon to see how

the Spirit of the Lord rested upon a man among the Gentiles, impelling him across the 

great waters to the Land of Zion, a land reserved by Providence for the triumph of truth 

and freedom in the last days—the place for the building of the New Jerusalem and the 

beginning of the work of preparation that will have to be done before the Lord comes in 

his glory. 

-- Orson F. Whitney; Conference Report, April 1921, 34.

And we further believe that this nation was established so that the great work of 

Israel's God might come forth under its protecting aegis, and not be crushed out by the 

tyranny of man; to the end that the gospel. "the power of God unto salvation," might be 

preached in all the world as a witness before the end comes: that the House of Israel 

might be gathered in from their long dispersion, that Zion might arise, and the glory of 

God rest upon her, and the world be prepared for the coming of the King of kings, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, in his glory. We believe this fervently. It is our message to the world. 

-- Orson F. Whitney; Conference Report, October 1918, 42-43.

The requirement to build up Zion has some important expressions in Latter-day 

Saint thought: 

First, if the Saints are to become part of the great celestial system of eternity in 

the resurrection, they must, as a people, practice the law of Zion. 

Second, essentially the same program was required of Enoch and his people, so 

that they might enter into the presence of the Lord and be translated to a state of glory.

Finally, the same challenge confronts the Saints in the last days. They, too, must 

build up Zion so that Christ can receive them unto Himself when He comes to reign on 

earth in His glory. This means that there are certain prerequisites that must be achieved 

by the Saints before Christ comes. The Lord told Enoch that in the last days Zion, the 

New Jerusalem, would be built "that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking 

forth for the time of my coming." The implication in this statement is that the Saints 

cannot look intelligently for the Second Coming and expect to be accepted by Christ 

unless they have built the society of Zion. When the New Jerusalem is built, Zion will be 

established upon the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom. Here is a prerequisite 

that must be fulfilled before the coming of Christ; and here is the challenge of the Saints. 
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-- Hyrum L. Andrus; Doctrinal Commentary on the Pearl of Great Price, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1969), 315-316

In making this appeal to the benevolence of the saints of God, we do not only take

into consideration the situation of the poor, the embarrassments of the stake of Kirtland; 

but also their own interest; for every saint has an equal interest in building up of the Zion 

of our God; for it is after the Lord has built up Zion, that he will appear in his glory. 

Psalms 102:16. We all look for the appearing of the great God, and our Savior Jesus 

Christ; but we shall look in vain, until Zion is built; for Zion is to be the dwelling place of

our God when he comes.—Joel 3:21. Anyone who will read this chapter with attention, 

will see that it treats of the last days, and of the Zion of the last days.  

How then is the Lord to dwell in Zion, if Zion is not built up? This question we 

leave the saints to answer.—The salvation of the saints one and all depends on the 

building up of Zion; for without this there is no salvation; for deliverance in the last days 

is found in Zion, and in Jerusalem, and in the remnant whom the Lord our God shall call, 

or in other words, in the stakes which he shall appoint.—Joel 2:32 

It is in Zion where the Lord is to create upon every dwelling place, and upon her 

assemblies, a cloud and a smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night. It is 

upon the glory of Zion; that there will be a defense. It is in Zion that there shall be a 

tabernacle for a shadow in the day time from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a 

covert from storm and from rain, Isaiah 4:5,6. It is upon the walls of Zion, where the 

watchman shall see eye to eye Isaiah 52:8.

Whatever is glorious. Whatever is desirable—Whatever pertains to salvation, 

either temporal or spiritual. Our hopes, our expectations, our glory and our reward, all 

depend on our building up Zion according to the testimony of the prophets. For unless 

Zion is built: our hopes perish, our expectations fail, our prospects are blasted, our 

salvation withers, and God will come and smite the whole earth with a curse. 

-- N. K. Whitney & R. Cahoon, V. Knight - Messenger and Advocate, 

vol. 3 No. 36, (September 1837), 563.

Literally thousands of people in Joseph Smith's day expected the millennium to 

arrive before the middle of the nineteenth century. But in several ways the Prophet 

differed in the position he took.

First, he claimed to receive a direct commission from God to begin preparing a 

people for the millennial reign, and to receive the law of the millennial system by 

revelation from the Lord.

Second, he taught that before Christ came, Zion had to be built as a nucleus of the

millennial order, founded upon the millennial law, as the abode of the Lord. The new 

order would then be extended throughout the earth as the events of the last days occurred 

and Christ came in glory. "We all look for the appearing of the great God, and our Savior 

Jesus Christ," said the Bishopric at Kirtland in an epistle to the Saints; "but we shall look 

in vain, until Zion is built, for Zion is to be the dwelling place of our God when he 

comes." Joseph Smith thus proclaimed in March, 1843, as millennial fervor in America 
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was growing to a climax of disappointment and frustration: "Therefore hear this, O earth, 

the Lord will not come to reign over the righteous, in this world, in 1843, nor until 

everything for the bridegroom is ready."

Third, the Prophet held that Christ would not come and impose His will arbitrarily

upon the world, but that He would prepare a people for His presence, and then judge the 

wicked for their iniquities and destroy them. Human agency was involved. Joseph Smith 

explained: "Could we all come together with one heart and one mind in perfect faith the 

veil might as well be rent today as next week, or any other time." But this would require 

the Saints to be sanctified through the law of Zion. "Iniquity must be purged out from the 

midst of the Saints," the Prophet declared; "then the veil will be rent, and the blessings of 

heaven will flow down." fn But a revelation noted the Saints' failure to fully accept the 

law of Zion. "Were it not for the transgressions of my people," it said, "speaking 

concerning the church and not individuals, they might have been redeemed even now." fn

Since the necessary preparations were not made, the Saints were not disappointed, as 

were other millenarians, when Christ did not come in their day.

Fourth, though Joseph Smith exerted all his energies to build up Zion and prepare 

a people for the coming of Christ, he expressed a definite conviction that it would not be 

done in his day. Because of lack of faith and understanding in the Saints and opposition 

by the world, it would be reserved to a future time when the program of the last 

dispensation would finally be developed and God's judgments sent forth upon the wicked.

Nevertheless, the law which he was given was that of Zion and of the millennial order, 

and when it was applied the system of universal peace and union would be introduced. 

-- Hyrum L. Andrus; Doctrines of the Kingdom, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1973), 4.

A Celestial Law—Now, then, these things are presented before us, and I suppose 

we shall have to come into them as best we can, and if we ever get into the celestial 

kingdom of God we shall find that they are just such a set of people. If ever we build up a

Zion here on this continent, and in case Zion ever comes down to us, and we expect it 

will, or that ours will go up to meet it, we have got to be governed by the same principles 

that they are governed by, or we can not be one. And if we ever get into the eternal 

worlds, we shall have to be heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.—JD, 17:177-

181, October 9, 1874. 

-- G. Homer Durham; The Gospel Kingdom: 

Selections from the Writings and Discourses of John Taylor, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987 ), 258.

Many of you who are Bible believers have read a great many prophecies about the

Zion of the latter days and how the Lord should bring again Zion, which seems to 

intimate that Zion was once on the earth, that it was lost from the earth for a certain 

period of time, and that the Lord was going to restore it once more. Let us hear what 

Isaiah has said on this subject: "Thy watchmen shall lift up their voice, with the voice 
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together shall they sing, for they will see eye to eye when the Lord shall bring again 

Zion." But perhaps strangers may inquire, How are we to know the period or age of the 

world when the Lord shall bring again Zion, or in other words restore his Church to the 

earth? What are the signs of that day, that we may discern the signs of the times? I will 

tell you how you may know that period. If you will go to the 102nd Psalm of David you 

will find a clue to that period. I think I will read a little of that psalm for the benefit of 

strangers. "When the Lord shall build up Zion he shall appear in his glory." I think this 

gives a clue to the period, for every one will admit that the Lord has not yet appeared in 

his glory. We are looking for him. The Christians of all denominations expect that he will

appear in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. The Latter-day Saints expect 

this in common with all other Christians. But before he appears in his glory he is going to

build up Zion, that is, Zion must again be built up on the earth: and if there is not a Zion 

built up on the earth before he comes, or in other words, if there never is to be another 

Zion built up on the earth, then he never will come. But when we see the day arrive that 

the Lord begins to establish his Church on the earth once more, characterized by apostles 

and prophets, and introduces a dispensation of gathering, wherein all in Christ shall be 

gathered together in one; when the period of time shall come that the watchmen in that 

Zion shall see eye to eye and with the voice together sing, we may know that the Lord is 

coming in his glory, and is near at hand. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 14:348–349.

Somebody or other has got to build up Zion; somebody has got to build Temples, 

and to go into them and attend to the ordinances therein. The Lord has said that he will 

come and visit the earth, but before he does come the people have got to be pure. The 

Lord Jesus has declared that he will come and reign on the earth, and if you read the 

Book of Doctrine and Covenants you will find numerous predictions in regard to his 

coming, such as—"I come quickly," "I come at an hour ye think not," "My coming is at 

the door," "I come as a thief in the night," "I come in an hour when you are not looking 

for me," and "Blessed is he who is looking for the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ." I say that throughout the whole of the Scriptures—the Old and New Testament, 

the Book of Mormon, and the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, the second coming of the

Lord is frequently referred to; and has the Lord promised these things without intending 

to fulfill them? No, he has not, they will be fulfilled. But before Christ comes, a people 

have got to be prepared by being sanctified before the Lord. Temples have got to be built;

Zion has got to be built up, the must be a place of safety for the people of God while his 

judgments are abroad in the earth, for the judgments of God will visit the earth, there is 

no mistake about that, the revelations are full of promises to this effect and as the Lord 

has declared it, he will not fail in keeping his word. 

-- Wilford Woodruff; Journal of Discourses, 18:192.

Our course is onward; and are we going to stop? No. Zion must be built up, God 

has decreed it and no power can stay its progress. Do you hear that? I prophecy that in the
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name of the Lord Jesus Christ. For Zion must and will be built up despite all opposition, 

the kingdom of God established upon the earth in accordance with the designs and 

purposes of God. 

-- President John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 23:36.

Many of the honest have not yet heard of His great Latter-day work. Zion must be

fully established. Jerusalem must be rebuilt by the Jews, the ten tribes must return from 

the north, the American Indians, who are of the house of Israel must be converted and 

become workers in His cause. And many more of the different branches of the House of 

Israel must return to the promised lands and be prepared to meet Him and to receive Him.

-- James R. Clark, comp.; Messages of the First Presidency of The Church of

 Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1965-75), 3:286.

Zion and Jerusalem must both be built up before the coming of Christ . . . and 

when these cities are built then shall the coming of the Son of man be. 

-- Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon W. Cook ed.; Words of Joseph Smith: Contemporary

Accounts of the Prophet's Nauvoo Discourses, 

(Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, 1980), 417

Brigham Young on the Return to Jackson County

. . .Before we were driven out of Missouri I had a vision, if I would dare to say 

that I had a vision, and saw that the people would go to the east, to the north and to the 

west; but we should go back to Jackson County from the west. When this people return to

the Centre Stake [place] of Zion, they will go from the west. (Journal of Discourses, 

11:17.) 

-- Roy W. Doxey; The Doctrine and Covenants Speaks, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1970), 1:434

Why Gather to Zion

Why gather the people together in this place? For the same purpose that Jesus 

wanted to gather the Jews—to receive the ordinances, the blessings, and glories that God 

has in store for His Saints. 

-- Joseph Fielding Smith; Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1993), 312.
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Preparation for Zion

Individually

The Lord has said ‘that the redemption of Zion must needs come by power.’  

Power dwells not in division, in discord, in pride, in selfishness, but in the opposite of all 

these; in humility, in unity, in equality, in love, in fraternity, unselfishness and purity.

Zion of old, attaching herself to these grand principles, became so pure, so 

sanctified, that she could no longer dwell amid the surroundings of this fallen world.  She

had to leave Babylon behind her; to be loosed from the earth just as a boat is loosed from 

the dock where it has been fastened, to sail away with the current that carries it on.  That 

current was the current of progress, of advancement in the highest of all civilizations, a 

spiritual civilization, which alone can redeem us from our present weak and fallen 

condition. 

-- Brian H. Stuy, ed; Collected Discourses, Orson F. Whitney, 1:359.

‘It is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season for the 

redemption of Zion’ (D&C 105:9)

Is it marvelous that this should be; that a work of such magnitude should require 

preparation; that Zion, city of holiness, should be built up only by the pure in heart? Ah, 

reader, the redemption of Zion is more than the purchase or recovery of lands, the 

building of cities, or even the founding of nations. It is the conquest of the heart, the 

subjugation of the soul, the sanctifying of the flesh, the purifying and ennobling of the 

passions. Greater is he who subdues himself, who captures and maintains the citadel of 

his own soul, than he who, misnamed conqueror, fills the world with the roar of drums, 

the thunder of cannon, the lightning of swords and bayonets, overturns and sets up 

kingdoms, lives and reigns a king, yet wears to the grave the fetters of unbridled lust, and 

dies the slave of sin.

In her children's hearts must Zion first be built up and redeemed; "Every man 

seeking the interest of his neighbor, and doing all things with an eye single to the glory of

God. 

-- Orson F. Whitney; Life of Heber C. Kimball, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1967), 78-79.

“The mission of the Church is to prepare the way for the final establishment of the

kingdom of God on earth.  Its purpose is, first, to develop in men’s lives Christlike 

attributes; and, second, to transform society so that the world may be a better and more 

peaceful place in which to live.
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“. . . The betterment of the individual is only one aim of the Church.  The 

complete ideal of Mormonism is to make upright citizens in an ideal society” 

-- David O. McKay, Conference Reports, April 1941, 106.

The voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 

His paths straight, every mountain shall be leveled, every valley shall be exalted, and the 

crooked shall be made straight and the rough places plain.

Do you know what this means?  Does it simply mean the tumbling down of these 

mountains; the making of mountains out of the valleys; the straightening of crooked 

paths, the smoothing of roads that are rough?  No.  It means the bringing down of the 

mountains of pride, the humbling of the haughty and the scornful; it means the lifting up 

of the valleys of humility; the meek and lowly who are to inherit the earth.  It means the 

straightening of all habits that are crooked, the forsaking of all ways that are deceitful, 

and finally the culture and polish and learning that will make Zion the joy and glory of 

the whole earth.  For Zion will ‘put on her beautiful garments,’ and glitter like the stars in

the firmament for learning, wisdom, power and civilization.

She shall no longer be the foot of the nations, but shall shine forever as their 

glorious head.  It is for this purpose that we are carrying on this great work, a work 

preparatory to the coming of the Son of God

-- Brian H. Stuy, ed; Collected Discourses, Orson F. Whitney, 1:364.

Collectively

By living these principles, Saints in previous dispensations unveiled to our view 

the possibilities that lie within our reach.

The city of Enoch, for example, became Zion, and God dwelt there with his 

people (see Moses 7:16).  ‘And the Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one

heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them’ 

(Moses 7:18).  History records only the accomplishments—not the methods—of Enoch 

and his people.  But their example has inspired faithful people through the ages with 

these two important truths:

 It is possible to arrive at a condition in which temporal practices foster spiritual 

salvation.  The scriptures report three additional examples of peoples who reached this 

condition: the people of Melchizedek in Abraham’s time (see JST Gen. 14:26-36), the 

New Testament Saints following the Savior’s earthly ministry (see Acts 2:44-45; 4:32- 

37), and the Nephites who were visited by the resurrected Christ (see 4 Nephi 1:2-18).

Welfare principles lead to the conditions that characterized Zion: ‘They were of 

one heart and one mind’ (Moses 7:18).  ‘There was no contention among all the people’ 

(4 Nephi 1:13).  ‘They did walk after the commandments which they had received from 

their Lord and their God’ (4 Nephi 1:12).  ‘The love of God . . . did dwell in the hearts of 
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the people’ (4 Nephi 1:15).  ‘They had all things common among them’ (4 Nephi 1:3).  

‘There was no poor among them’ (Moses 7:18).

The message of history is clear and timely in this pre-millennial era.  God has 

revealed basic principles for the welfare and salvation of his children, and these 

principles have not changed since the days of Enoch.  Other civilizations have lived them 

and have received the promised, glorious rewards.  It is expected that we will rise to the 

same standard in our dispensation. 

-- “Welfare Services: A Legacy of Caring, Giving, Serving,” Ensign, May 1986, 97-98.

“I prophesy to you, in the name of the Lord, that when the Latter-day Saints have 

prepared themselves through righteousness to redeem Zion, they will accomplish that 

work, and God will go with them.  No power will then be able to prevent them from 

accomplishing that work; for the Lord has said it shall be done, and it will be done in the 

due time of the Lord, when the people are prepared for it.  But when shall I be prepared 

to go there?  Not while I have in my heart the love of this world more than the love of 

God.  Not while I am possessed of that selfishness and greed that would induce me to 

cling to the world or my possessions in it, at the sacrifice of principle or truth.  But when 

I am ready to say, ‘Father, all that I have, myself included, is Thine; my time, my 

substance, everything that I possess is on the altar, to be used freely, agreeable to Thy 

holy will, and not my will, but Thine, be done,’ then perhaps I will be prepared to go and 

help to redeem Zion . . . . If the law of consecration were observed, the Lord would have 

plenty in His storehouse and could accomplish a vast deal more, and none would lack.  

All the energies and power of the people would be concentrated in the direction He 

chose, the people giving all their labor, talent and possessions, if required, for the 

accomplishment of the purposes of God” 

-- Joseph F. Smith, Millennial Star, Vol. 56, No. 25 (June 1894), 385-386.

“How long must the Saints remain out of Jackson County and how long before 

that land is redeemed? . . . I don’t know the time but I do know that it will not be 

redeemed until we learn as becomes Saints to take care of the poor among us and until we

learn to be obedient to the things which are required of us and are united as God’s people 

must be.

“Let us learn these things so the Lord will not have to raise up another people to 

redeem Zion” 

-- Marion G. Romney; Special Welfare Regional Council Meeting at the Regional Office

in Ogden, Utah, November 4, 1950
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Zion a Refuge from the Storm

And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword 

against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety. (D&C 45:68)

And that the gathering together upon the land of Zion, and upon her stakes, may be for a 

defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out 

without mixture upon the whole earth. (D&C 115:6)

For it is ordained that in Zion, and in her stakes, and in Jerusalem, those places which I 

have appointed for refuge, shall be the places for your baptisms for your dead. (D&C 

124:36)

…without Zion, and a place of deliverance, we must fall; because the time is near 

when the sun will be darkened, and the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from 

heaven, and the earth reel to and fro. Then, if this is the case, and if we are not sanctified 

and gathered to the places God has appointed, with all our former professions and our 

great love for the Bible, we must fall; we cannot stand; we cannot be saved; for God will 

gather out his Saints from the Gentiles, and then comes desolation and destruction, and 

none can escape except the pure in heart who are gathered.

-- Joseph Fielding Smith; Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1993), 71.

…the stakes of Zion are to be "for a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and 

from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth." Stakes are

a defense for the Saints from enemies both seen and unseen. The defense is direction 

provided through priesthood channels that strengthens testimony and promotes family 

solidarity and individual righteousness.

-- Ezra Taft Benson; Come unto Christ, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1983), 103.

As Enoch said, "Surely Zion shall dwell in safety forever. But the Lord said unto 

Enoch: Zion have I blessed, but the residue of the people have I cursed" (Moses 7:20). So

Zion was taken away and the rest destroyed. Zion itself is never in danger; on the 

contrary, it alone offers safety to the world, "that the gathering together upon the land of 

Zion, and upon her stakes, may be for a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and 

from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth" (D&C 
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115:6). It would seem that Zion enjoys the complete security of a bit of the celestial 

world and that nothing can touch it as long as it retains the character.

-- Hugh Nibley; Approaching Zion, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1989), 6-7.

The Doctrine and Covenants says, "The gathering together upon the land of Zion, 

and upon her stakes, may be for a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and from 

wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth" (D&C 115:6). It

would seem that Zion enjoys the complete security of the celestial world, and nothing can

touch it as long as it retains that character. But celestial it must be. 

-- Hugh Nibley; Approaching Zion, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1989), 319-321.
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Qualifications for Membership in – & the 
Building of – Zion

Pure in Heart

See scripture reference Doctrine and Covenants 97:21 in subsection The Pure in Heart

Zion . . . is where the pure in heart dwell and where there is joy of countenance.  

By contrast, in hell there are no smiles! 

-- Neal A. Maxwell; Of One Heart, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1975), 37.

This people can never be fully united until pride and selfishness are done away, 

until dishonesty and corruption disappears; until men love their neighbor as themselves, 

seeking his interest as they would their own, dealing justly with all men, and in all things 

laboring with an eye single to the glory of God.  Until we cease to wear upon our helmet 

crests, as we go forth in the battle of life, that narrow and contemptible motto: ‘Me and 

Mine,’ and replace it by that sentiment as broad and true as it is grand and beautiful: ‘God

and My Fellowman,’ we will not see the redemption of Zion. 

-- Brian H. Stuy, ed; Collected Discourses, Orson F. Whitney, 1:365.

And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven, and it shall 

be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.

And it shall be said among the wicked, let us not go up to battle against Zion, for 

the inhabitants of Zion are terrible.

Terrible, for what?  For bayonets, for cannon, for the sword?  No.  Terrible for 

their righteousness.  We are told that ‘the righteous are bold as a lion,’ while ‘the wicked 

flee when no man pursueth.’  No, it is not by means of carnal weapons, nor by wealth, 

nor by the power of the arm of flesh, that God’s people will be preserved, but it will be 

by fasting and prayer, by faith and good works, by the practice of principles of virtue and 

truth, by shaking ourselves free from the trammels and shackles of sin, of selfishness, of 

fraud, of deception, of crookedness and hypocrisy, of error and evil in all their forms.  

This is what will make the people powerful; they will be a terror to the ungodly by reason

of their righteousness, and God will fight their battles.  He will thunder from the heights 

of Zion with the artillery of His Holy Spirit; with that power He will thresh the nations; 

by the words of His mouth will He cause the earth to tremble, and by the breath of His 
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lips will He slay the wicked.  You need not fear that God will call upon you to fight the 

battles of Zion.  He will fight them in His own way.

And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all 

nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy. 

-- Brian H. Stuy, ed; Collected Discourses, Orson F. Whitney, 1:362

The mission of the Church is to prepare the way for the final establishment of the 

kingdom of God on earth.  Its purpose is, first, to develop in men’s lives Christlike 

attributes; and, second, to transform society so that the world may be a better and more 

peaceful place in which to live.

. . . The betterment of the individual is only one aim of the Church.  The complete

ideal of Mormonism is to make upright citizens in an ideal society. 

-- David O. McKay; Conference Report, April 1941, 106.

We may not yet be the Zion of which our prophets foretold and toward which the 

poets and priests of Israel have pointed us, but we long for it and we keep working 

toward it.  I do not know whether a full implementation of such a society can be realized 

until Christ comes…but I know that the gospel of Jesus Christ holds the answer to every 

social and political and economic problem this world has ever faced.  And I know we can

each do something, however small that act may seem to be. 

-- Jeffrey R. Holland; “A Handful of Meal and a Little Oil,” 

Ensign, May 1996, 30-31.

What is meant by ‘Zion?’  In the Hebrew, from which language this holy book, 

the Bible, was translated, Zion means ‘a hill.’  One of the hills in the city of Jerusalem 

was named Mount Zion; and it was here, after King David had captured the city, that he 

built his royal palace and reigned over the kingdom of Israel gloriously.  The Prophet 

Joseph Smith has given another definition of the term.  It will be found in the body of this

book, the Doctrine and Covenants, . . . ‘This is Zion—the pure in heart.’

Now one is a physical, or literal, definition of the term—’Zion, a mountain,’ and 

the other is a spiritual definition: ‘Zion, the pure in heart.’  Yet it is none the less 

significant: for as the mountain towers above the plain, as the great peaks of these ranges 

lift their heads above the valleys where we dwell, so must the Zion of God, the pure in 

heart, be lifted up, not in pride and vanity, but by their purity and righteousness above the

level of the rest of mankind.  Therefore, Zion, in its temporal and in its spiritual 

significance, means something high and lifted up, and it is in this sense that the prophets 

of old used it when speaking of Mount Zion, meaning not only that little hill in the city of

Jerusalem, but in its grander and broader significance, the people of God, the pure in 

heart, who were to rise above and become superior to the rest of mankind. 
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-- Brian H. Stuy, ed; Collected Discourses, Orson F. Whitney, 1:355.

Covenant People

What an awesome responsibility falls upon leaders to encourage the members of the 

Church to keep the covenants! Similarly, what responsibility falls on the members to 

be a light unto the world and the salt of the earth. Zion can be built up only by the 

covenant people of God, those who are "a peculiar treasure unto [Him] above all 

people." The concept of a covenant people is powerfully motivational. It can inspire 

and lift us up to embrace a more glorious vision of what we may become. It can fill 

us with the endowment of power that we require to become a sanctified people of 

Zion, "that as God's people, under His direction and obedient to His law, we may 

grow up in righteousness and truth; that when His purposes shall be accomplished, 

we may receive an inheritance among those that are sanctified." 

-- Joseph Fielding Smith; Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1993), 254.

Unity

Doctrine and Covenants 38:27

27 Behold, this I have given unto you as a parable, and it is even as I am. I say unto you, 

be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.

I have looked upon the community of the Latter-day Saints in vision and beheld 

them organized as one great family of heaven, each person performing his several duties 

in his line of industry, working for the good of the whole more than for individual 

aggrandizement; and in this I have beheld the most beautiful order that the mind of man 

can contemplate, and the grandest results for the up-building of the kingdom of God and 

the spread of righteousness upon the earth.  Will this people ever come to this order of 

things? 

-- Brigham Young; Journal of Discourses, 12:153.

We have been told, through the revelations of God . . . that unless we became one 

in temporal as well as spiritual things, it were useless anticipating the fullness of celestial 

glory, or a state of oneness in the spiritual things of God. 

-- Lorenzo Snow; Journal of Discourses, 18:372-373.
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We read of the Zion that was built up by Enoch, and that this Zion and the people 

that were united with Enoch, who were subject to the same laws which God is seeking to 

introduce among us, were caught up into the heavens . . . We can not build up a Zion 

unless we are in possession of the spirit of Zion, and of the light and intelligence that 

flow from God, and under the direction of the Priesthood, the living oracles of God, to 

lead us in the paths of life. 

-- John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 18:78-79.

The growth of wealth in the hands of a few individuals threaten[s] us with greater 

danger today, than anything that can be done by outsiders . . . [God] does not design that 

there shall be classes among us, one class lifted above another, one class separated from 

the rest of the people . . . Men are more disposed to compromise principle who have great

monied interests at stake . . . The time must come when the talent of men of business 

shall be used to benefit this whole people . . . not for individual benefit alone . . . not for 

individual aggrandizement alone, but for the benefit of the whole people, to uplift the 

masses, to rescue them from their poverty.  That is one of the objects in establishing 

Zion, and anything short of that . . . is not Zion. 

-- President George Q. Cannon; Journal of Discourses, 23:282.

How long must the Saints remain out of Jackson County and how long before that

land is redeemed? . . . I don’t know the time but I do know that it will not be redeemed 

until we learn as becomes Saints to take care of the poor among us and until we learn to 

be obedient to the things which are required of us and are united as God’s people must 

be.

Let us learn these things so the Lord will not have to raise up another people to 

redeem Zion 

-- Marion G. Romney; Special Welfare Regional Council Meeting at the Regional Office 

Ogden, Utah, November 4, 1950

There is going to be a day when a modern Zion will be established and every man

who will not take up his sword against his neighbor must flee to Zion for safety (D&C 

45:68).  And in Zion we are going to be living all three of these principles: We are going 

to be working ourselves; we are going to be willing to care for our families; and the 

Church is going to care for all of those who have not taken care of it that way.  We are 

going to have a duplication, a repetition, and a new Zion is going to be built, and the old 

Zion of Enoch’s days is going to come back to the earth.  And we are going to be united 

as one people. 

-- Marion G. Romney; “Learning to Live in the Lord’s Way,” 
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Address given at Brigham Young University, (June 1953)

Obedience

Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient 

shall eat the good of the land of Zion in these last days.

And the rebellious shall be cut off out of the land of Zion, and shall be sent away, and 

shall not inherit the land. (D&C 64:34-35)

See scripture reference (D&C 105:3, 5-6) in section Condemnation for Not Building Zion

Care for the Poor & Afflicted

See scripture reference (D&C 105:3) in section Condemnation for Not Building Zion

The grand principle upon which the Gospel of life and salvation is founded and on

which Zion is to be built, is brotherly love and good will to man. 

-- Erastus Snow; Journal of Discourses, 17:75.

…Zion shall be built on the principles of love of God and fellowman, work, and 

earnest labor, as God has directed.

Remember that Enoch’s Zion was built in a day when wickedness was as rampant

as it is among us today.  Among those who rejected the word of God in that day ‘there 

were wars and bloodshed;’ they were ripening in that iniquity which brought the flood.  

‘But the Lord came and dwelt with his people, and they dwelt in righteousness . . . 

because they were of one heart and one mind, . . . and there was no poor among them’ 

(Moses 7:16,18).

As we prepare for the building of Zion, we must not and we shall not abandon the 

basic principles upon which our Church Welfare Services are founded: love—love of 

God and neighbor—and work, or labor.

We shall persevere by helping people to help themselves until ‘the curse of 

idleness [is] down away with the evils of a dole abolished, and independence, industry, 

thrift and self respect [are] once more established amongst our people. 

-- Marion G. Romney; “Church Welfare Services' Basic Principles,” 

Conference Report, April 1976, 123.
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Love our Brothers and Sisters

Since there are no instant Christians, to withhold what we can do to accelerate the 

process of the perfection of Zion until Zion is nearly perfected is to misconstrue 

mortality.  To withhold all (or even much) of our fellowship, our talents, or our tithing 

until the Church and its people meet our ‘high’ standard is like trying to book passage on 

Noah’s ark without driving a nail in a plank.  We simply walk on board and ask to be 

shown to our stateroom and inquire as we enter the stateroom about what time dinner is 

served at the Captain’s table!  We must sign on for the voyage with all our imperfections,

and commit to help each other. 

-- Neal A. Maxwell; Wherefore, Ye Must Press Forward, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1977), 5-6.

Build & Attend the Temple

Verily I say unto you, that it is my will that a house should be built unto me in the land of

Zion, like unto the pattern which I have given you.

Yea, let it be built speedily, by the tithing of my people.

Behold, this is the tithing and the sacrifice which I, the Lord, require at their hands, that 

there may be a house built unto me for the salvation of Zion—

For a place of thanksgiving for all saints, and for a place of instruction for all those who 

are called to the work of the ministry in all their several callings and offices;

That they may be perfected in the understanding of their ministry, in theory, in principle, 

and in doctrine, in all things pertaining to the kingdom of God on the earth, the keys of 

which kingdom have been conferred upon you.

And inasmuch as my people build a house unto me in the name of the Lord, and do not 

suffer any unclean thing to come into it, that it be not defiled, my glory shall rest upon it;

Yea, and my presence shall be there, for I will come into it, and all the pure in heart that 

shall come into it shall see God. (D&C 97:10-16)

Teach Correct Principles & Duty

See scripture reference (D&C 105:10) in section Condemnation for Not Building Zion

We are called upon to work with the Lord just as fast as we are prepared to 

receive the things of his kingdom. But I am satisfied there has got to be a great change 

with us in many respects before we are prepared for the redemption of Zion and the 

building up of the New Jerusalem. I believe the only way for us is to get enough of the 

Spirit of God that we may see and understand our duties and comprehend the will of the 

Lord. 
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-- Wilford Woodruff; Journal of Discourses, 16:36.

Preach the Gospel to the World

Send forth the elders of my church unto the nations which are afar off; unto the islands of

the sea; send forth unto foreign lands; call upon all nations, first upon the Gentiles, and 

then upon the Jews.

And behold, and lo, this shall be their cry, and the voice of the Lord unto all people: Go 

ye forth unto the land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged, and that 

her stakes may be strengthened, and that Zion may go forth unto the regions round about 

(D&C 133:8-9)

I calculate to be one of the instruments of setting up the kingdom of Daniel by the

word of the Lord, and I intend to lay a foundation that will revolutionize the whole 

world . . . It will not be by sword or gun that this kingdom will roll on: the power of the 

truth is such that all nations will be under the necessity of obeying the Gospel. 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 6:364-365.

Work Ethic & Family Responsibilities

Helping members of the Church qualify as citizens of Zion is the main purpose of 

Production-Distribution of Welfare Services, said President Marion G. Romney of the 

First Presidency.

President Romney listed requirements for members of the Church to qualify as 

citizens of Zion.

'Among the virtues one must possess to qualify for such citizenship is, first, the 

will to sustain himself by his own labor. The second qualification . . . is to possess the 

will to comply with the Lord's "law of giving" by helping to sustain the Lord's poor. The 

purpose of the Church welfare is to teach and encourage Church members to understand 

and implement in their living both of these qualifications.'

He said husbands also have a divinely imposed duty to support their wives and 

parents have a responsibility to care for their children.

'Children to qualify for citizenship in Zion must care for their parents.  This 

obligation is often ignored. The rewards for observing it are great, however, and the 

penalties for disregarding it are severe.

He said that too often people are tempted to turn their parents over to public 

welfare and let the state take care of them. Arguing by way of justification that as 

taxpayers they are entitled to public support.

'This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their 

lips; but their heart is far from me,' quoted President Romney. 'The lesson emphasized . . .

is that we should be so bound together as to be self sustaining as families. If we can 
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successfully perform our duties, we shall have a great number of the saints qualify for 

citizenship in Zion...,' he said. 

-- President Marion G. Romney “Citizens of Zion,” Church News, (March 1979), 7-9.

Zion is a society composed of families and individuals who have been spiritually 

born of God and have matured in the gospel to the point that the Lord can come and 

dwell with them. It is a family-centered, covenant society of true saints, "the pure in 

heart," led by the Lord and his servants. 

-- "Prepare Ye The Way Of The Lord," Melchizedek Priesthood Personal Study Guide, 

( 1978-79), 181-182. 

Brethren, as you wish to hasten the building of a Temple, and the rolling forth of 

the work of Zion’s King, put your shoulders to the wheel, render effective aid to her 

cause, and make her interest your own.  Remember that all you do to favour Zion is only 

favouring your own interest, that it is for yourselves that you are labouring and toiling in 

the kingdom of God; rejoice therefore in your labours, and consider the reward which is 

laid up at the end of the race.  It should be deemed a blessing as well as duty, to have this 

privilege….We wish it distinctly understood that no person deeds his property unless he 

feels it to be a privilege, and prefers to do so of his own free will and choice. 

-- James R. Clark, comp.; Messages of the First Presidency of The Church of

 Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1965-75), 2:168.
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Building Zion

Introduction

And now, I ask, how righteousness and truth are going to sweep the earth as with 

a flood?  I will answer.  Men and angels are to be co-workers in bringing to pass this 

great work, and Zion is to be prepared, even a new Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be 

gathered from the four quarters of the earth, and to be established an holy city, for the 

tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them.  

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 2:260.

 

In regard to the work in which we are engaged.  Will it go on?  I tell you it will.  

Will Zion be built up?  I tell you it will.  Will the Zion that Enoch built up, descend?  It 

most assuredly will, and this that we are building up will ascend, and the two will meet 

and the peoples thereof will fall on each other's necks, and embrace each other.  So says 

the word of God to us.  

-- John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 26:37

Suspended

Zion Built as Soon as We are Prepared

Just as soon as the Latter-day Saints are ready and prepared to return to 

Independence, Jackson County, in the State of Missouri, North America, just so soon will

the voice of the Lord be heard, "Arise now, Israel, and make your way to the centre stake 

of Zion."

Do you think there is any danger of our being ready before the Lord prepares the 

other end of the route? Do you believe that we, as Latter-day Saints, are preparing our 

own hearts, our own lives, to return to take possession of the centre Stake of Zion, as fast 

as the Lord is preparing to cleanse the land from those ungodly persons who dwell there? 

You can read, reflect, and make your own calculations. If we are not very careful, the 

earth will be cleansed from wickedness before we are prepared to take possession of it. 

We must be pure to be prepared to build up Zion. To all appearance, the Lord is 

preparing that end of the route faster than we are preparing ourselves to go there. 

-- Brigham Young; Journal of Discourses, 9:137.
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We are called upon to work with the Lord just as fast as we are prepared to 

receive the things of his kingdom. But I am satisfied there has got to be a great change 

with us in many respects before we are prepared for the redemption of Zion and the 

building up of the New Jerusalem. I believe the only way for us is to get enough of the 

Spirit of God that we may see and understand our duties and comprehend the will of the 

Lord. 

-- Wilford Woodruff; Journal of Discourses, 16:36.

Building of Zion Depends Upon Us

I have many times asked the questions, "Where is the man that knows how to lay 

the first rock for the wall that is to surround the New Jerusalem or the Zion of God on the

earth? Where is the man who knows how to construct the first gate of the city? Where is 

the man who understands how to build up the Kingdom of God in its purity and to 

prepare for Zion to come down to meet it?" "Well," says one, "I thought the Lord was 

going to do this." So he is if we will let him. This is what we want: we want the people to

be willing for the Lord to do it. But he will do it by means. He will not send his angels to 

gather up the rock to build up the New Jerusalem. He will not send his angels from the 

heavens to go to the mountains to cut the timber and make it into lumber to adorn the 

City of Zion. He has called upon us to do this work; and if we will let him work by, 

through, and with us, he can accomplish it; otherwise we shall fall short, and shall never 

have the honor of building up Zion on the earth. 

-- Brigham Young; Journal of Discourses, 13:313.

Building Zion Removes Curse

We want all the Latter-day Saints to understand how to build up Zion. The City of

Zion, in beauty and magnificence, will outstrip anything that is now known upon the 

earth. The curse will be taken from the earth and sin and corruption will be swept from its

face. Who will do this great work? Is the Lord going to convince the people that he will 

redeem the center Stake of Zion, beautify it and then place them there without an exertion

on their part? No. He will not come here to build a Temple, a Tabernacle, a Bowery, or to

set out fruit trees, make aprons of fig leaves or coats of skins, or work in brass and iron, 

for we already know how to do these things. He will not come here to teach us how to 

raise and manufacture cotton, how to make hand cards, how to card, how to make 

spinning machines, looms, etc., etc. We have to build up Zion, if we do our duty.  

-- Brigham Young; Journal of Discourses, 10:172.
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Building Zion Stopped Due to Wickedness of Latter-day Saints

Therefore, in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in me that 

mine elders should wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion— (D&C 105:9)

It appears from this declaration (D&C 103:16-20) that the redemption of Zion was

not to come immediately, but was to be postponed to some future day.  Moreover, that 

day would not come until the members of the Church were willing to keep their 

covenants and walk unitedly, for until the members of the Church learn to walk in full 

accord and in obedience with all of the commandments, this day cannot come.  It may be 

necessary in order to bring this to pass for the Lord to use drastic measures and cleanse 

the Church from everything that offends.  This he has promised to do when he is ready to 

redeem Zion.  (See Matt. 13:41.) 

-- Joseph Fielding Smith; Church History and Modern Revelation, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1953), 1:484

But they did not redeem Zion, because the Saints were not prepared. 

Consequently, the day for the redemption of Zion was postponed, until the time should 

come when the people, through the experiences they would be called to pass through, 

should be prepared for the redemption of Zion and for the building of the House of God 

at the center stake thereof. And the day was not yet come; and no man, so far as I know, 

can foretell the day to the hour, the month or the year when the people of God are 

prepared to go back, and not before. Whether it be in this generation or in the next 

generation, it matters not; it will only be when the people have prepared themselves to do

it by their faithfulness and obedience to the commands of God. 

-- Joseph F. Smith; Millennial Star, (June 1894), 56:385-86.

The people failed to carry out the Order of Enoch and God gave a command to 

suspend the law. 

-- Heber J. Grant, Diary Excerpts of Heber J. Grant, 1887-1899.

Why the Ideal Was Not Realized.--The United Order was not permanently established;

nor did its original workings long continue. Selfishness within and persecution without, 

were the two-fold cause. The Church, driven from place to place, found it impracticable, 

with an imperfect acceptance by its members of the Law of Consecration, to bring forth 

Zion at that early day. The great event, however, was only postponed. The realization of 

the ideal is only a question of time. 

-- Orson F. Whitney; Saturday Night Thoughts, 
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(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1927), 166.

 

In Abeyance.--Zion is greater than any of her stakes. It will require the Law of 

Consecration to bring forth Zion, while a lesser law suffices for the creation of stakes. 

When the building up of Zion was postponed, the Law of Consecration was suspended, 

and the United Order went into abeyance. Then was introduced the Law of Tithing,t a 

law adapted to the undeveloped condition of the Church. Since that time the work of 

founding and maintaining stakes of Zion, preparatory to the coming forth of Zion proper, 

has engrossed the attention of the gathered children of Ephraim. 

-- Orson F. Whitney; Saturday Night Thoughts, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1927), 168-169.

Condemnation for Not Building Zion

Verily I say unto you who have assembled yourselves together that you may learn my 

will concerning the redemption of mine afflicted people—

Behold, I say unto you, were it not for the transgressions of my people, speaking 

concerning the church and not individuals, they might have been redeemed even now.

But behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their 

hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance, as becometh

saints, to the poor and afflicted among them;

And are not united according to the union required by the law of the celestial kingdom;

And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the celestial 

kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.

And my people must needs be chastened until they learn obedience, if it must needs be, 

by the things which they suffer.

I speak not concerning those who are appointed to lead my people, who are the first 

elders of my church, for they are not all under this condemnation;

But I speak concerning my churches abroad—there are many who will say: Where is 

their God? Behold, he will deliver them in time of trouble, otherwise we will not go up 

unto Zion, and will keep our moneys.

Therefore, in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in me that 

mine elders should wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion—

That they themselves may be prepared, and that my people may be taught more perfectly,

and have experience, and know more perfectly concerning their duty, and the things 

which I require at their hands. (D&C 105:1-10)

I do fear that we will defer the redemption of Zion indefinitely through our 

unwillingness to do the things that God requires at our hands. I have not an earthly doubt 

that this revelation given in 1834 would have been fulfilled to the very letter had our 

people obeyed the Lord as He desired; neither do I believe now that the redemption of 

Zion will be long deferred if the people will obey the Lord and keep His commandments. 
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But the difficulty is, our hearts are hard and almost impenetrable in many instances. . . 

.Let us labor continually for the redemption of Zion and for the time when the promises 

which God has made to Zion will be fulfilled that we may build the center Stake of Zion 

and rear the house of the Lord there. There are men standing in this generation that will 

see it accomplished; but we do not want it put off to the very last. Let us all strive to fit 

and quality ourselves and our families by obeying the commandments of God to the 

fullest extent so that we and our families may be remembered among those who shall be 

counted worthy to take part in the glorious work of redeeming Zion and enjoying the 

blessings thereof. 

-- President George Q. Cannon; Conference Report, October 1899, 50-53.

Reasons for Condemnation

See scripture reference (D&C 105:2-5, 9) in section Condemnation for Not Building Zion

Behold, I say unto you, there were jarrings, and contentions, and envyings, and strifes, 

and lustful and covetous desires among them; therefore by these things they polluted their

inheritances.

They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God; therefore, the Lord their 

God is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their trouble.

In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their 

trouble, of necessity they feel after me. (D&C 101:6-8)

Zion & the Latter Day Wars

And from that time forth there were wars and bloodshed among them; but the Lord came 

and dwelt with his people, and they dwelt in righteousness.

The fear of the Lord was upon all nations, so great was the glory of the Lord, which was 

upon his people. And the Lord blessed the land, and they were blessed upon the 

mountains, and upon the high places, and did flourish. (Moses 7:16-17)

Furthermore, in the latter days there is to be a Zion built up; but in these days we 

are told that the Lord will cut His work short in righteousness. Enoch, in his day, had his 

messengers go forth among the people, and when they gathered, it induced the rage of 

man, and great armies assembled against the Saints, but Enoch prophesied by the power 

of God, and the earth shook and the mountains trembled, and the enemies of the Saints in 

fear fled afar off. By and by when the time came for the accomplishment of the purposes 

of God, and before the destruction of the wicked, Enoch was caught up to heaven and his 

Zion with him. And we are told in latter revelation in relation to these matters that a Zion 

will be built up in our day; that great trouble will overtake the inhabitants of the earth; 
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and that when the time arrives, the Zion that was caught up will descend, and the Zion 

that will be organized here will ascend, both possessed of the same spirit, their peoples 

having been preserved by the power of God according to His purposes and as His 

children, to take part in the events of the latter days. We are told that when the people of 

these two Zions meet, they will fall on each other's necks, and embrace and kiss each 

other. 

-- President John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 25:305-307.

No weapon that is formed against Zion can prosper; and every tongue that shall 

rise against her in judgment shall be condemned.  

-- James R. Clark, comp.; Messages of the First Presidency of The Church of

 Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1965-75), 3:75.

Redemption

Redemption of Zion Depends Upon Us

And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the 

everlasting covenant, which I made unto thy father Enoch; that, when men should keep 

all my commandments, Zion should again come on the earth, the city of Enoch which I 

have caught up unto myself.

And this is mine everlasting covenant, that when thy posterity shall embrace the truth, 

and look upward, then shall Zion look downward, and all the heavens shall shake with 

gladness, and the earth shall tremble with joy;

And the general assembly of the church of the first-born shall come down out of heaven, 

and possess the earth, and shall have place until the end come.  And this is mine 

everlasting covenant, which I made with thy father Enoch. (The Lord speaking to Noah) 

(Genesis 9:21-23)

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.

We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof.  For there they that carried us

away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, 

Sing us one of the songs of Zion.

How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.  If I do not remember 

thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my 

chief joy. (Psalms 137)
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And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they shall 

have the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost; and if they endure unto the end they shall 

be lifted up at the last day, and shall be saved in the everlasting kingdom of the Lamb. (1 

Nephi 13:37)

For thus saith the Lord God: Him [Joseph] have I inspired to move the cause of Zion in 

mighty power for good, and his diligence I know, and his prayers I have heard.

Yea, his weeping for Zion I have seen, and I will cause that he shall mourn for her no 

longer; for his days of rejoicing are come unto the remission of his sins, and the 

manifestations of my blessings upon his works. (D&C 21:7-8)

From one point of view, it is selfish enough, perhaps, to keep the commandments 

that I may be blessed, but it is something even greater to keep the commandments that 

Zion may be established. As the foundation of his great cause, the Lord gave the law of 

sacrifice. Unless we give of ourselves we cannot build Zion, or anything else worthy of 

the great cause that the Lord has given us. The law of sacrifice, from the day of Adam to 

the present day, in one form or another, is the basic principle of life among the 

communities of Saints.

So we need, in this Church and kingdom, for our own and the world's welfare, a 

group of men and women in their individual lives who shall be as a light to the nations, 

and rally standards for the world to follow. Such a people must be different from the 

world as it now is. There is no opportunity for Latter-day Saints to say we shall be as the 

world is, unless the world has the same aim that we have. We are here to build Zion to 

Almighty God, for the blessing of all the world. In that aim we are unique and different 

from all other peoples. We must respect that obligation, and not be afraid of it. We cannot

walk as other men or talk as other men, or do as other men, for we have a different 

destiny, obligation, and responsibility placed upon us, and we must fit ourselves for that 

great destiny and obligation. 

-- John A. Widstoe; Conference Report, October 1954, 36.

 

The very building of Zion and the escape of the saints from the tribulations yet to 

pour out upon the nations turn upon a full compliance with the "royal law." We can with 

profit let our minds dwell upon these things; for Zion, "the New Jerusalem," is yet to be 

built, and it is to be a "land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the

most high God. . . .And every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must 

needs flee unto Zion for safety.  * * *

When shall we build it? You ask. Well, according to the scriptures, not until we 

can fully and ungrudgingly yield obedience to the royal law. For the Lord has made it 

plain that Zion cannot be built up until the Saints become united according to the "union 

required by the laws of the celestial kingdom," which laws, he explains, require us to 

impart of our substance "as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted" among us. 
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-- Marion G. Romney; Conference Report, October 1954, 907.

"Therefore, in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in 

me that mine elders should wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion -- that they 

themselves may be prepared, and that my people may be taught more perfectly, and have 

experience, and know more perfectly concerning their duty, and the things which I 

require at their hands." A little season -- how long will it last? Will it be two hundred 

years? or three hundred? Though the day of the Second Coming is fixed, the day for the 

redemption of Zion depends upon us. After we as a people live the law of the celestial 

kingdom; after we gain the needed experience and learn our duties; after we become by 

faith and obedience as were our fellow saints in the days of Enoch; after we are worthy to

be translated, if the purposes of the Lord should call for such a course in this day -- then 

Zion will be redeemed, and not before.

 "This cannot be brought to pass until mine elders are endowed with power from 

on high. For behold, I have prepared a great endowment and blessing to be poured out 

upon them inasmuch as they are faithful and continue in humility before me." As of this 

time the ordinances of the house of the Lord had not been revealed, and the endowment 

of power from on high received through them was needed in the heavenly work that lay 

ahead. "Therefore it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season, for

the redemption of Zion." (D&C 105:1-13.) And so we wait, wondering the while how 

long the "little season" is destined to last. As to its length, we cannot say. This much only

do we know: the "little season" is the appointed period of preparation for the Latter-day 

Saints. In it we must attain the same spiritual stature enjoyed by those who built the 

original Zion. Then and then only will we build our latter-day City of Holiness." 

-- Bruce R. McConkie; A New Witness for the Articles of Faith, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1985), 615-616.

I prophesy to you, in the name of the Lord, that when the Latter-day Saints have 

prepared themselves through righteousness to redeem Zion, they will accomplish that 

work, and God will go with them.  No power will then be able to prevent them from 

accomplishing that work; for the Lord has said it shall be done, and it will be done in the 

due time of the Lord, when the people are prepared for it.  But when shall I be prepared 

to go there? Not while I have in my heart the love of this world more then the love of 

God. Not while I am possessed of that selfishness and greed that would induce me to 

cling to the world or my possessions in it, at the sacrifice of principles or truth.  But when

I am ready to say, "Father all that I have, myself included, in Thine; my time, my 

substance, everything that I possess is on the altar, to be used freely, agreeable to Thy 

holy will, and not my will, but Thine, be done," then perhaps I will be prepared to go and 

help to redeem Zion. (Joseph F. Smith; Millennial Star, June 18, 1894, 56:385-86.) 

-- Roy W. Doxey, comp.; Latter-day Prophets and the Doctrine and Covenants, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1978), 3:459. 

54



Not Redeemed by Blood

We will not take possession of the land of Zion by force. If we should do, it 

would turn out to us as it did with the people who were upon the land of Zion when this 

revelation was given. As the Lord here tells us, there are only two ways in which we can 

come in possession of that land. One way is by purchase, "and if by purchase, behold you

are blessed." The other way is by blood, "and if by blood, as you are forbidden to shed 

blood, Io, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city and from

synagogue to synagogue, and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance." These are the

words of God. 

-- Lorenzo Snow, Conference Report, October 1900, 63.

“I calculate to be one of the instruments of setting up the kingdom of Daniel by 

the word of the Lord, and I intend to lay a foundation that will revolutionize the whole 

world . . . It will not be by sword or gun that this kingdom will roll on: the power of the 

truth is such that all nations will be under the necessity of obeying the Gospel” 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 6:364-365.

Zion Redeemed in Affliction

Before Zion can partake of the glory and honor promised to her, she will be hated,

afflicted, and despised by the wicked: and because she does not, at first, give heed in all 

things to the word of the Lord, He will chasten her, and for a moment hide His face from 

her, and forsake her; and she will be as a wife of youth, forsaken and grieved in spirit. 

And in the midst of her affliction she will exclaim, "The Lord hath forsaken me, and my 

Lord hath forgotten me." But the Lord saith, "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that 

she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I 

not forget thee. Behold I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are 

continually before me." (Isaiah 49: 14, 15.) All the shame and reproach which she has 

suffered from her enemies will be wiped away: hence, Isaiah says, "Fear not; for thou 

shalt not be ashamed; neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for 

thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy 

widowhood any more. For thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of Hosts is His name; 

and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; the God of the whole earth shall He be called. 

For the Lord hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of 

youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God. For a small moment have I forsaken thee; 

but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 

moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy 

redeemer." (Isaiah 54:4-8.)

-- Orson Pratt, The Seer, 

(Washington, D.C., and Liverpool, England, 1853-1854), No.5, 2:267.
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How to Build New Jerusalem

Through Revelation

In regard to the building up of Zion, it has to be done by the counsel of Jehovah, 

by the revelations of heaven; and we should feel to say, "if the Lord go not with us, carry 

us not up hence.”  

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 5:65.

We can not build up a Zion unless we are in possession of the spirit of Zion, and 

of the light and intelligence that flow from God, and under the direction of the 

priesthood, the living oracles of God, to lead us in the paths of life.  

-- G. Homer Durham; The Gospel Kingdom: Selections from the Writings and Discourses

of John Taylor, (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987), 258-259.

Not a man in all the realms and kingdoms that exist knows how to commence the 

foundation of the Zion of God in the latter days without revelation. If the people in the 

world could sanctify themselves and prepare themselves to build up Zion they might 

remain scattered, but they cannot, they must be gathered together to be taught, that they 

may sanctify themselves before the Lord and become of one heart and of one mind. 

-- Brigham Young; Journal of Discourses, 12:38.

God intends to have a city built up that will never be destroyed nor overcome, but 

that will exist while eternity shall endure; and he will point out the pattern and show the 

order of architecture: he will show unto his servants the nature of the streets and the 

pavement thereof, the kind of precious stones that shall enter into the buildings, the 

nature of the rock and precious stones that will adorn the gates and the walls of that city; 

for the gates will be open. continually says the Prophet Isaiah, that men may bring in the 

force of the Gentiles ....

Suffice it to say that God by revelation will inspire his servants and will dictate to 

them the order of the buildings of that city-the number and width of the streets, the kind 

of houses, the character of the Temple that is to be built therein, the kind of rock, timber 

and the various materials that will have to be brought from a distance to enter into the 

composition of that beautiful city. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 15:365.
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The architectural designs of those splendid edifices, cities, walls, gardens, bowers,

streets, etc., will be under the direction of the Lord, who will control and manage all these

matters; and the people, from the President down, will all be under the guidance and

direction of the Lord in all the pursuits of human life, until eventually they will be

enabled to erect cities that will be fit to be caught up-that when Zion descends from

above, Zion will also ascend from beneath, and be prepared to associate with those from

above. Zion will also ascend from beneath, and be prepared to associate with those from

above. The people will be so perfected and purified, ennobled, exalted, and dignified in their

feelings and so truly humble and most worthy, virtuous and intelligent that they will be fit,

when caught up, to associate with that Zion that shall come down from God out of heaven.

-- John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 10:147.

Through Purity of Heart

The Zion of God must consist of men that are pure in heart and pure in life and 

spotless before God.  At least that is what we have got to arrive at.  We are not there yet, 

but we must get there before we shall be prepared to inherit glory and exaltation. 

Therefore a form of godliness will amount to but little with any of us, for he that knoweth

the master's will and doeth it not shall be beaten with many stripes.  It is "Not every one 

that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 

the will of my Father, which is in heaven."  (Matthew 7:21.)

These are doctrines of the gospel as I understand them.  And it is not enough for 

us to embrace the gospel and to be gathered here to the land of Zion, and be associated 

with the people of God, attend our meetings and partake of the sacrament of the Lord's 

supper, and endeavor to move along without much blame of any kind attached to us.  For 

notwithstanding all this, if our hearts are not right, if we are not pure in heart before God, 

if we have not pure hearts and pure consciences, fearing God and keeping his 

commandments, we shall not unless we repent, participate in these blessings about which 

I have spoken and of which the prophets bear testimony.  

-- G. Homer Durham; The Gospel Kingdom: Selections from the Writings and Discourses

of John Taylor, (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987), 89-90.

It appears from this declaration [D&C 103:16-20] that the redemption of Zion was

not to come immediately, but was to be postponed to some future day.  Moreover, that 

day would not come until the members of the Church were willing to keep their 

covenants and walk unitedly, for until the members of the Church learn to walk in full 

accord and in obedience with all of the commandments, this day cannot come.  It may be 

necessary in order to bring this to pass for the Lord to use drastic me asures and cleanse 

the Church from everything that offends.  This he has promised to do when he is ready to 

redeem Zion.  (See Matt. 13:41.) 

57



-- Joseph Fielding Smith; Church History and Modern Revelation, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1953), 1:484

Zion must be built up by the pure.  For many years we have been taught that one 

important end result of our labors, hopes, and aspirations in this work is the building of a 

Latter-day Zion, a Zion characterized by love, harmony, and peace—a Zion in which the 

Lord’s children are as one…

Unfortunately we live in a world that largely rejects the values of Zion.  Babylon 

has not and never will comprehend Zion…

Zion can be built up only among those who are the pure in heart, not a people torn

by covetousness or greed, but a pure and selfless people.  Not a people who are pure in 

appearance, rather a people who are pure in heart.  Zion is to be in the world and not of 

the world, not dulled by a sense of carnal security, nor paralyzed by materialism.  No, 

Zion is not things of the lower, but of the higher order, things that exalt the mind and 

sanctify the heart.

Zion is "every man seeking the interest of his neighbor, and doing all things with 

an eye single to the glory of God."  (D&C 82:19.)  As I understand these matters, Zion 

can be established only by those who are pure in heart, and who labor for Zion, for "the 

laborer in Zion shall labor for Zion; for if they labor for money they shall perish."  (2 

Nephi 26:31.)… 

May I suggest three fundamental things we must do if we are to "bring again 

Zion," three things for which we who labor for Zion must commit ourselves.

First, we must eliminate the individual tendency to selfishness that snares the 

soul, shrinks the heart, and darkens the mind. . . .

Second, we must cooperate completely and work in harmony one with the other.  

There must be unanimity in our decisions and unity in our actions. . . .

If the Spirit of the Lord is to magnify our labors, then this spirit of oneness and 

cooperation must be the prevailing spirit in all that we do. . . .

Third, we must lay on the altar and sacrifice whatever is required by the Lord.  

We begin by offering a "broken heart and a contrite spirit."  We follow this by giving our 

best effort in our assigned fields of labor and callings.  We learn our duty and execute it 

fully.  

Finally we consecrate our time, talents, and means as called upon by our file 

leaders and as prompted by the whisperings of the Spirit. 

-- Spencer W. Kimball; Conference Report, April 1978, 122-124.

One important end result of our labors, hopes, and aspirations in this work is the 

building of a Latter-day Zion, a Zion characterized by love, harmony, and peace—a Zion 

in which the Lord's children are as one. 

-- Edward L. Kimball ed.; The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1982), 362.
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Through United Order / Consecration

It has been promised that the New Jerusalem will be built up in our day and 

generation, and it will have to be done by the United Order of Zion and according to 

celestial law. And not only so, but we have to keep that law ourselves if we ever inherit 

that kingdom, for no man will receive a celestial glory unless he abides a celestial law; no

man will receive a terrestrial glory unless he abides a terrestrial law, and no man will 

receive a telestial glory unless he abides a telestial law. 

-- Wilford Woodruff; Journal of Discourses, 17:250.

The trouble with us is to a certain extent, we are Latter-day Saints religiously, but 

Gentiles financially.

. . . The Lord revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith the principles upon which the 

Zion of God could be established and perpetuated.

. . . The Lord revealed to him what we call the United Order, by which all the time

and all the talents of all the Saints of God should be employed for the general benefit of 

the cause.

. . . The Lord revealed that Zion never could be redeemed, only by the law of 

consecration. 

-- Matthias F. Cowley, Conference Report, October 1899, 9-10.

Through this celestial law (Consecration) the Saints are to become the covenant 

people of the Lord.  We cannot enter into the fulness of the covenants pertaining to Zion 

until we have reached the point where we can live such a divine law.  Those who cannot 

abide the law of tithing cannot partake of this law of consecration, or the higher law, and 

they will be deprived of an inheritance when inheritances are divided 

-- Joseph Fielding Smith; Church History and Modern Revelation, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1953), 1:169-170.

. . . The Lord endeavored to teach the members of the Church the law of 

consecration . . . Such principles of right and justice will be required when Zion is 

redeemed, for it cannot be redeemed on any other principle . . . If mankind could only get

the vision as the Lord intends it, the troubled world could live in peace and equality, and 

all would be extremely happy.  While selfishness exists in the hearts of men, justice and 

equality can never be practiced.  While class is arrayed against class, and each is seeking 

for every advantage at the expense of the other, there will be misery, hatred and crime in 

the world . . . It was a difficult thing for the Latter- day Saints in Missouri to abide by this

law, for several reasons.  In the first place they had not eliminated selfishness from their 

hearts, they failed to comprehend the advantages of the plan the Lord offered to them.  

We today, could fail miserably for the same reasons. “Then, when the people are not all 
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of one heart and mind, the law of consecration cannot be established, and a lesser law 

must be given, and even this lesser law only a minority of the members of the Church are 

willing to receive at the present time. 

-- Joseph Fielding Smith; Church History and Modern Revelation, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1953), 2:41-42.

This order of consecration, the Lord said, was ‘to advance the cause, which ye 

have espoused, to the salvation of man, and to the glory of your Father who is in heaven.’

How strange it is, that so many members of the Church even in this day harden their 

hearts against the divine plan, which was to be for man’s salvation and the glory of God? 

We are a long way from being worthy of Zion’s redemption, and it will not come to any 

of those who show a rebellious spirit against that which the Lord has revealed. 

-- Joseph Fielding Smith; Church History and Modern Revelation, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1953), 2:75.

Further implementation of the order must therefore await the redemption of Zion. 

Here Zion means Jackson County, Missouri.  When Zion is redeemed, as it most certainly

shall be, it will be redeemed under a government and by a people strictly observing those 

‘just and holy principles’ of the Constitution that accord to men their God-given moral 

agency, including the right to private property.

In the meantime, while we await the redemption of Zion and the earth and the 

establishment of the United Order, we as bearers of the priesthood should live strictly by 

the principles of the United Order insofar as they are embodied in present church 

practices; such as the fast offering, tithing, and the welfare activities.  Through these 

practices we could as individuals, if we were of a mind to do so, implement in our own 

lives all the basic principles of the United Order. 

-- Marion G. Romney, Conference Report, April 1966, 100.

One of the things the Saints had been commanded to do in Jackson County was to

establish the order of Enoch, the United Order, for the purpose of bringing the people into

the bonds of unity, of love, of equality and fraternity, according to the law of God which 

had sanctified Enoch and his city, and which is destined to sanctify the Lord’s people in 

these days. 

-- Brian H. Stuy, ed; Collected Discourses, Orson F. Whitney, 1:363.

Consecration will be required before the Saints can return. I will assure you, my 

brethren, that you and I will never be selected and called to go to Jackson County until it 

is evident that we are willing to abide that law [consecration]. It is a perfect law. Had the 
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people in Jackson County observed it, it would have united them together, made them 

immensely rich, and they could have accomplished all that the Lord desired. (12 June 

1899, JH, p. 13.) 

-- Clyde J. Williams ed.; The Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1984), 183.

We have had a great deal said about the United Order, and about our becoming 

one. And some people would wish-Oh, how they do wish, they could get around that 

principle, if they could! But you Latter-day Saints, you cannot get around it; you cannot 

dig around it; it will rise before you every step you take, for God is determined to carry 

out his purposes, and to build up his Zion; and those who will not walk into line he will 

move out of the way and no place will be found for them in Israel. Hear it, you Latter-day

Saints for I say to you in the name of Israel's God that it is a revelation from the Most 

High, and you cannot get around it….When we become one in all things, our condition 

will be a spectacle for God, angels and men to gaze upon with delight: and the world then

will know that God is with us, and that we are his Israel, and that he is our guide, our 

shield, our deliverer….Unless you can get the United Order in the hearts of the people, 

you can never plant it anywhere else; articles and constitutions amount to very little; we 

must have this law, which is the law  of God, written in our hearts” 

-- John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 20:43-45.

But when shall I be prepared to go there? Not while I have in my heart the love of

this world more than the love of God. Not while I am possessed of that selfishness and 

greed that would induce me to cling to the world or my possessions in it, at the sacrifice 

of principle or truth. But when I am ready to say, "Father, all that I have, myself included,

is Thine; my time, my substance, everything that I possess is on the altar, to be used 

freely, agreeable to Thy holy will, and not my will, but Thine, be done," then perhaps I 

will be prepared to go and help to redeem Zion. For Zion can only be built up by the law 

that God revealed for that purpose, which is the law of consecration-not the law of tithing

…It behooves us, therefore, my brethren and sisters, to look to ourselves, turning the eye 

of scrutiny in upon our own souls, and to ask ourselves, "Am I preparing to help redeem 

Zion and to build up the waste places thereof?" "Am I shaping my conduct so that when 

the Lord shall call upon the people to do this, I will be one that will be chosen for the 

work?" 

-- Joseph F. Smith; Millennial Star, 56:385-387.

These are things for the Latter-day Saint and for every man and woman to think 

about, and we should commence to prepare and fit ourselves for the United Order. As far 

as spiritual things are concerned we are pretty well united, but when it comes to 

temporalities we often differ. But you will see the day, if you live properly, observe the 
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Word of Wisdom and do that which is required, you will go back to Jackson county, 

many of you whom I am addressing this afternoon. I am sure of this. 

-- Lorenzo Snow; Conference Report, April, 1898, 14.

You may ask, in what respect we shall differ in settling up those countries when 

we go there to fulfill the commandments of the Lord? I will tell you. No man in those 

localities will be permitted to receive a stewardship on those lands, unless he is willing to

consecrate all his properties to the Lord. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 21:149.

Through Welfare Services

When we practice the precepts, doctrines, and programs of welfare services, the 

fruit of our labors is the building of Zion.

The Lord declared: ‘For Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders

must be enlarged; her stakes must be strengthened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion must 

arise and put on her beautiful garments’ (D&C 82:14; italics added).  Zion consists of the 

pure in heart—those who are sanctified and whose garments are washed white through 

the blood of the Lamb (see Alma 13:11).  These are they who take charity as a mantle 

and serve others out of a pure heart.

We are building up the strength of Zion—her cords or stakes—throughout the 

world.  Therefore, we counsel our people to remain in their native lands and gather out 

the elect of God and teach them the ways of the Lord.  There temples are being built and 

the saints will be blessed wherever they live in all the world.

The Lord revealed his new and everlasting covenant to prepare a people to meet 

him at his second coming.  Very important among the principles and doctrines required 

of us to build up Zion are those which underlie welfare services.  For we must be ‘united 

according to the union required by the law of the celestial kingdom; And Zion cannot be 

built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom; otherwise I 

cannot receive her unto myself’ (D&C 105:4-5).  It is our present opportunity and 

responsibility to give, nurture, and work to bring forth the final fruits of welfare services, 

shown in vision to Enoch and recorded in the Book of Moses:

And righteousness will I send down out of Heaven; and truth will I send forth out 

of the earth, to bear testimony of mine Only Begotten; his resurrection from the dead; 

yea, and also the resurrection of all men; and righteousness and truth will I cause to 

sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the 

earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their 

loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, 

and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem’ (Moses 7:62). 

-- Spencer W. Kimball; “The Fruit of Our Welfare Services Labors,” 

Ensign, November 1978, 75-76.
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The welfare plan builds a Zion People.  Zion is characterized in scripture as a city 

in which the people ‘were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and 

there was no poor among them’ (Moses 7:18).  Zion is ‘every man seeking the interest of 

his neighbor, and doing all things with an eye single to the glory of God’ (D&C 82:19).  

This promised Zion always seems to be a little beyond our reach.  We need to understand 

that as much virtue can be gained in progressing toward Zion as in dwelling there.  It is a 

process as well as a destination.  We approach or withdraw from Zion through the 

manner in which we conduct our daily dealings, how we live within our families, whether

we pay an honest tithe and generous fast offering, how we seize opportunities to serve 

and do so diligently.  Many are perfected upon the road to Zion who will never see the 

city in mortality 

-- Robert D. Hales; “Welfare Principles to Guide Our Lives: An Eternal Plan for the

Welfare of Men's Souls,” Ensign, May 1986, 28.

These programs (welfare) are the means by which we will bring the people of the 

Church to that perfection which will eventuate in a society similar to the society of the 

city of Enoch and the society among the Nephites during those first two hundred years 

following the Savior’s visit among them.  We have taken a long step forward during these

last forty years. 

-- Marion G. Romney; Welfare Services Meeting Report, October 1973, 3.

Almost from the beginning of my services in Church welfare I have had the 

conviction that what we are doing in this welfare work is preliminary to the 

reestablishment of the law of consecration and stewardship as required under the united 

order.  If we could always remember the goal toward which we are working, we would 

never lose our bearings in this great work.  What we are about is not new.  It is as old as 

the gospel itself.  Whenever the Lord has had a people who would accept and live the 

gospel, He has established the united order. 

-- Marion G. Romney; “The Purpose of Church Welfare Services,” 

Ensign, May 1977, 92.

Surely the ‘founding fathers of the Welfare Plan must be thrilled to see the 

magnificent evolution of the system they envisioned.  Let us thank the Lord for those 

who in darkness see, and from doubtings lead!  Let us thank the Lord for prophets who 

can see, in finished form, the visions of the mind.  It was this capability that President 

Romney referred to in his quotation of Brigham Young when he said:

‘If any of you had a vision of Zion, it was shown to you in its beauty and glory 

after Satan was bound . . . You did not see a vision of driving cattle across the plains and 
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where you would be mired in this or that mudhole.  You did not see the stampedes among

the cattle, and those of a worse character among the people.

‘But you saw the beauty and glory of Zion that you might be encouraged and 

prepared to meet the afflictions, sorrows and disappointments of this mortal life and 

overcome them and be made ready to enjoy the glory of the Lord as it was revealed to 

you.’

President Romney then concludes: ‘We have . . . visions of the welfare program.  

We have great visions of the redemption of Zion and the building of the new Jerusalem, 

the inauguration of the United Order, the coming of the Millennium.  But before these 

visions materialize, we must travel some rough roads’ (Addresses delivered at the special 

Welfare Meeting, 5 April 1949, p. 13).

Could this have been the day envisioned by President J. Reuben Clark, who said 

in 1942: ‘We have all said that the Welfare Plan is not the United Order and was not 

intended to be.  However, I should like to suggest to you that perhaps, after all, when the 

Welfare Plan gets thoroughly into operation—it is not so yet—we shall not be so very far 

from carrying out the great fundamentals of the United Order’ (In Conference Report, 

Oct. 1942, p. 57; italics added).

I am persuaded that in the ensuing thirty-six years since President Clark made this

statement the Welfare Plan has more thoroughly been put into operation.  Last October 

Conference President Kimball stirred our imaginations with this challenge:

‘As I considered my remarks for this Welfare session, I was struck by the thought 

that . . . a generation has passed since the reestablishment of this great welfare work . . . 

In my mind’s eye the great leaders of this effort passed in review . . . As I recounted their 

contributions and the Church’s splendid growth in Welfare Services, I encountered this 

question: Do our people today and more particularly do our regional, stake, and ward 

leaders today have the same grasp of welfare principles and the same commitment to 

Welfare Services work as did those of this previous generation?’ (Ensign, Nov. 1977, p. 

76.) 

-- Bishop J. Richard Clarke; “The Storehouse Resource System,” 

Ensign, May 1978, 82.

Building New Jerusalem - City

Location of New Jerusalem

Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled

yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of 

Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of 

the saints.

Wherefore, this is the land of promise, and the place for the city of Zion.

And thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. 

Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the center place; and a spot for the

temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the courthouse. (D&C 57: 1-3)
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This <the Great Basin area> is now one of the most wild, romantic and retired 

countries on the great western hemisphere. It is there that the Saints hope to rest for a 

season from the fury of the oppressor, and strengthen themselves in the Lord. It is there 

that they intend gathering from the various nations of the earth, until the Lord, by 

revelation or his providence, shall direct otherwise.

But where is the spot where the city of Zion or the New Jerusalem shall stand? 

We answer, in Jackson County, State of Missouri, on the western frontiers of the United 

States. It is there that the City of Zion shall be built. All the other cities that have been 

built by the gathering of the Saints are called, not Zion, but "stakes of Zion."

-- N.B. Lundwall; Masterful Discourses of Orson Pratt, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1962), 113.

General Plan of the City of Zion

The plat contains one mile square; all the squares in the plat contain ten acres 

each, being forty rods square. You will observe that the lots are laid off alternately in the 

squares; in one square running from the south and north to the line through the center of 

the square; and in the next, the lots run from the east and west to the center line. Each lot 

is four perches in front and twenty back, making one half of an acre in each lot, so that no

one street will be built on entirely through the street; but on one square the houses will 

stand on one street, and on the next one, another, except the middle range of squares, 

which runs north and south, in which range are the painted squares. The lots are laid off 

in these squares, north and south, all of them; because these squares are forty perches by 

sixty, being twenty perches longer than the others, their greatest length being east and 

west, and by running all these squares, north and south, it makes all the lots in the city of 

one size. 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 1:357.

Lamanites Build City

These Lamanites, or American Indians, that are now so far sunk beneath 

humanity, are to be lifted up by the power of the Almighty when the day shall come for 

Israel to be restored, for God will not forget them. They are descendants of the tribe of 

Joseph, and consequently they are numbered with the people of the covenant. God will 

remember the covenant which he made with our ancient fathers. These Lamanites, these 

American Indians, will come to the knowledge of the covenant, and they will arise and 

will build upon the face of this land a magnificent city called Jerusalem, after the pattern 

and in the same manner that the Jews will build old Jerusalem. That is what the 

Lamanites will do, and we will go and help them too, for it is predicted in the Book of 

Mormon that when this work should come forth, when the time fully arrives for the 

redemption of this small remnant of the house of Joseph, "As many of the Gentiles as will

65



believe, they shall assist my people, who are a remnant of the house of Israel, that they 

may build up on the face of this land a city that shall be called the New Jerusalem, and 

then, behold, the powers of heaven shall come down and be in the midst of this people, 

and I also will be in your midst. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 14:334.

Zion a Metropolis

 

When this square is thus laid off and supplied, lay off another in the same way, 

and so fill up the world in these last days; and let every man live in the city, for this is the

city of Zion. All the streets are of one width, being eight perches wide. Also, the space 

round the outer edge of the painted squares, is to be eight perches between the temple and

the street on every side. No one lot, in this city, is to contain more than one house, and 

that to be built twenty-five feet back from the street, leaving a small yard in front, to be 

planted in a grove, according to the taste of the builder; the rest of the lot for gardens; all 

the houses are to be built of brick and stone. The scale of the plot is forty perches to the 

inch. 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 1:358-359.

Who cannot perceive the hand of God in bringing us from the turmoil and strife of

the business world to these mountain vales, where we have the opportunity and the 

privilege of building up cities and villages upon the principle of unity which has been 

revealed to us, thus affording that necessary discipline which we could not have obtained 

among the cities of the Gentiles? This training cannot be acquired in one year, nor in five 

years, but its acquisition is enhanced in proportion to our willingness to sacrifice in order 

to obtain it. By and by the Lord will prepare the way for some to return to Jackson 

County, there to build up the metropolis of Zion. How easily this work can be 

accomplished, after we have learned to build up cities and temples here to His divine 

acceptance! Our present experience is a very needful one; without it we should be totally 

unfitted for the performance of such a work.

We read that the temple which Solomon built was erected without the sound of a 

hammer being heard. There had been a previous preparation, and an experience gained in 

some distant locality, and a proper training. The materials were accurately prepared 

elsewhere, and when brought together were ready for setting, each piece to its proper 

place.

As knowledge and efficiency are obtained gradually, we may expect that the 

experience we are getting now, in learning how to build up cities in our present condition

—conforming as near as possible to the holy order of God, is designed to prepare us to 

return to Missouri, from whence we were driven, and there build up cities and temples to 

the name of the Most High, upon which His glory will descend. A condition of 

willingness to conform our will to the Divine will is what we need. 
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-- Eliza R. Snow; Biography and Family Record of Lorenzo Snow, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret News, 1884), 371.

Blessing for Building New Jerusalem - City

Glory of God on City

That is what the Lord intends to fulfil on this land. Jesus is coming here as well as

to many other places. When the New Jerusalem is built on this land, Jesus will visit that 

city, his glory will be upon its dwelling places. Isaiah the Prophet has declared that upon 

every dwelling place of Mount Zion there shall be a cloud and smoke by day, and a 

shining, flaming fire by night. This will not only be on the New Jerusalem, but on the 

Holy City that is built up on the land of Palestine; and when the people have repented and

become sufficiently righteous, and made preparation for the coming of the Lord Jesus, he 

will come, and they will behold the Shepherd that is promised to them. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 14:334.

Building New Jerusalem - Temple

Some to Build the New Jerusalem Temple

Preparation is needful for the return to Zion. By and by the Lord will have 

prepared the way for some to return to Jackson County, there to build up the center stake 

of Zion. How easily this work can be accomplished after we have learned to build up 

cities and temples here to His divine acceptance! Our present experience is a very needful

one. Without it, we should be totally unfitted for the performance of such a work. We 

read that the temple which Solomon built was erected without the sound of a hammer 

being heard. There had been a previous preparation and an experience gained in some 

distant locality, and a proper training. The materials were accurately prepared elsewhere, 

and when brought together were ready for setting, each piece to its proper place. As 

knowledge and efficiency are obtained gradually, we may expect that the experience that 

we are getting now in learning how to build up cities in our present condition, 

conforming as near as possible to the holy order of God, is in order to prepare us by and 

by to return to Missouri, whence we were driven, and there build up cities and temples to 

the name of the Most High, upon which His glory will descend. 

-- Lorenzo Snow; Journal of Discourses, 18:374.
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Latter-day Saints will be selected to go to Jackson County. We are going back to 

Jackson County, Missouri, one of these days. Now if it was proper to wish it I would not 

care if it was tomorrow, if word should come for us to go back to Jackson County and 

build up a great city there. The day will come when Latter-day Saints will be selected -- 

all may not be called at once, but those who are worthy will be called. There will be no 

poverty in that day. There will be plenty of food, clothing, and other necessaries of life; 

and the father who has a family, if called suddenly to depart this life, will know that his 

wife and children will be taken care of, that provision will be made for their sustenance 

and comfort. But this is the united order that we sometimes hear mentioned, but the time 

perhaps has not yet come to establish it. But the Latter-day Saints will never be satisfied 

with any other arrangement that might be proposed. The nations of the earth have for a 

long time been trying to establish some principle by which they can be financially 

sustained, united, and live in peace, but have not succeeded. But the Lord has revealed a 

principle clearly and definitely so that there will be no mistake about it. The system will 

bring financial union to the Latter-day Saints, and we will be satisfied with it as we are 

now with the principles of the gospel. It will suit us. It is something that is natural. And 

then you and I will have no trouble about our children's temporal welfare. This will take 

place, and whoever goes to Jackson County will meet with that sympathy and friendship 

that were not met with in early days, and because of the absence of which the people 

were allowed to be driven out.  

-- Lorenzo Snow; Conference Report, April 1898, 14.
 

Angels Help Build the New Jerusalem Temple

"I saw a short distance from the Missouri River, where I stood, twelve 

men[whose] hands were uplifted while they were consecrating the ground; and later they 

laid the corner-stones of the house of God. I saw myriads of angels hovering over them, 

and above their heads there was a pillar-like cloud. I heard the most beautiful singing in 

the words: 'Now is established the Kingdom of our God and His Christ, and He shall 

reign forever and forever, and the Kingdom shall never be thrown down, for the Saints 

have overcome.' I saw people coming from the river and from distant places to help build 

the Temple. It seemed as though there were hosts of angels helping to bring material for 

the construction of that building. Some were in Temple robes, and the pillar-like cloud 

continued to hover over the spot." 

-- Matthias F. Cowley; Wilford Woodruff: 

History of His Life and Labors as Recorded in His Daily Journals, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1964), 505.

Description of the New Jerusalem Temple Complex
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[W]e expect to build a temple different from all other temples in some respects. It 

will be built much larger, cover a larger area of ground, far larger than this Tabernacle 

covers, and this Tabernacle will accommodate from 12,000 to 15,000 people. We expect 

to build a temple much larger, very much larger, according to the revelation God gave to 

us forty years ago in regard to that temple. But you may ask in what form will it be built? 

Will it be built in one large room, like this Tabernacle? No; there will be 24 different 

compartments in the Temple that will be built in Jackson County. The names of these 

compartments were given to us some 45 or 46 years ago; the names we still have, and 

when we build these 24 rooms, in a circular form and arched over the centre, we shall 

give the names to all these different compartments just as the Lord specified through 

Joseph Smith. Now, our enemies do not believe one word of this. They think we are 

enthusiastic, they think that this is all nonsense, and I do not know but there may be some

of the Latter-day Saints that begin to partake of the same spirit, owing to their 

assimilating themselves so much to the fashion of the world, that they have lost their 

strong and powerful faith in that which God has predicted by the mouth of his servants. 

Perhaps you may ask for what purpose these 24 compartments are to be built. I answer 

not to assemble the outside world in, nor to assemble the Saints all in one place, but these

buildings will be built with a special view to the different orders, or in other words the 

different quorums or councils of the two Priesthoods that God has ordained on the earth. 

That is the object of having 24 rooms so that each of these different quorums, whether 

they be High Priests or Seventies, or Elders, or Bishops, or lesser Priesthood, or 

Teachers, or Deacons, or Patriarchs, or Apostles, or High Councils, or whatever may be 

the duties that are assigned to them, they will have rooms in the Temple of the Most High

God, adapted, set apart, constructed, and dedicated for this special purpose. Now, I have 

not only told you that we shall have these rooms, but I have told you the object of these 

rooms in short, not in full. But will there be any other buildings excepting those 24 rooms

that are all joined together in a circular form and arched over the center--are there any 

other rooms that will be built--detached from the Temple? Yes. There will be tabernacles,

there will be meeting houses for the assembling of the people on the Sabbath day. There 

will be various places of meeting so that the people may gather together; but the Temple 

will be dedicated to the Priesthood of the Most High God, and for most sacred and holy 

purposes. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 24:25-26.

Once, while Brigham Young was walking through the Temple Block in Salt Lake 

City, his thoughts turned to Jackson County. He described what he thought the great 

temple might look like: Each building would have its own tower, and in the center of the 

"temple complex" there would be a "high tower" and a square beautified by "hanging 

gardens" where the people could meet. (Wilford Woodruff, Historian's Private Journal (7 

July 1863), Church Archives, Ms F 348, No. 4.) 

-- Arnold K. Garr and Clark V. Johnson, eds.;

 Regional Studies in Latter-day Saint History: Missouri, 

(Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University, 1995), 145.
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General Dimensions

 

Make your house fourteen feet high between the floors. There will not be a 

gallery but a chamber; each story to be fourteen feet high, arched overhead with an 

elliptic arch. Let the foundation of the house be of stone; let it be raised sufficiently high 

to allow of banking up so high as to admit of a descent every way from the house, so far 

as to divide the distance between this house, and the one next to it. On the top of the 

foundation, above the embankment, let there be two rows of hewn stone, and then 

commence the brick-work on the hewn stone. The entire height of the house is to be 

twenty-eight feet, each story being fourteen feet; make the wall a sufficient thickness for 

a house of this size. The end view represents five windows of the same size as those at 

the side, the middle window excepted, which is to be the same, with the addition of side 

lights. This middle window is designed to light the rooms both above and below, as the 

upper floor is to be laid off in the same way as the lower one, and arched overhead; with 

the same arrangement of curtains, or veils, as before mentioned.

 The doors are to be five feet wide, and nine feet high, and to be in the east end of 

the house. The west end is to have no doors, but in other respects is to be like the east, 

except the windows are to be opposite the alleys which run east and west. The roof of the 

house is to have one-fourth pitch, the door to have Gothic top, the same as the windows. 

The shingles of the roof to be painted before they are put on. There is to be a fanlight, as 

you see. The windows and doors are all to have venetian blinds. A belfry is to be in the 

east end, and a bell of very large size. 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 1:361-362.

Names of the Temples

 

The names of the temples to be built on the painted squares as represented on the 

plot of the city of Zion, which is now about to be forwarded thither:—numbers 10, 11, 

and 12, are to be called, House of the Lord, for the Presidency of the High and most Holy

Priesthood, after the order of Melchizedek, which was after the order of the Son of God, 

upon Mount Zion, City of the New Jerusalem. Numbers 7, 8, and 9, the Sacred Apostolic 

Repository, for the use of the Bishop. Numbers 4, 5, and 6, the Holy Evangelical House, 

for the High Priesthood of the Holy Order of God. Numbers 1, 2, and 3, the House of the 

Lord, for the Elders of Zion, an Ensign to the Nations. Numbers 22, 23, and 24, House of 

the Lord for the Presidency of the High Priesthood, after the Order of Aaron, a Standard 

for the People. Numbers 19, 20, and 21, House of the Lord, the Law of the Kingdom of 

Heaven, and Messenger to the People; for the Highest Priesthood after the Order of 

Aaron. Numbers 16, 17, and 18, House of the Lord for the Teachers in Zion, Messenger 

to the Church. Numbers 13, 14, and 15, House of the Lord for the Deacons in Zion, Helps

in Government. Underneath must be written on each house—Holiness to the Lord. 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 1:359.
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Temples in Zion

Temple Numbers and Names Pulpits

10-12 House of the Lord, for the Presidency of the 

High and most Holy Priesthood, after the order of 

Melchizedek.

West:

Melchizedek 

Presidency

7-9 Sacred Apostolic Repository, for the use of the 

Bishop.
Bishopric

4-6 Holy Evangelical House, for the High Priesthood 

of the High Priests Holy Order of God.
High Priests

1-3 House of the Lord, for the Elders of Zion, and 

Ensign Elders of the Nations.

Elders

East: Aaronic

22-24 House of the Lord for the Presidency of the 

High Presidency Priesthood, after the Order of Aaron.
Presidency

19-21 House of the Lord, Law of the Kingdom of 

Heaven, Messenger to the People; for the Highest 

Priesthood after the Order of Aaron.

Priests

16-18 House of the Lord for the Teachers in Zion, 

Messenger to the Church. 
Teachers

13-15 House of the Lord for the Deacons in Zion, 

Helps in Government. 
Deacons

The House of the Lord for the Presidency

 

The house of the Lord for the Presidency, is eighty-seven feet long and sixty-one 

feet wide, and ten feet taken off of the east end for the stairway, leaves the inner court, 

seventy-eight feet by sixty-one, which is calculated and divided for seats in the following 

manner, viz: the two aisles four feet wide each; the middle block of pews are eleven feet 

ten inches long, and three feet wide each; and the two lines drawn through the middle are 

four inches apart; in which space a curtain is to drop at right angles, and divide the house 

into four parts if necessary. The pews of the side blocks are fourteen and a half feet long, 

and three feet wide. The five pews in each corner of the house, are twelve feet six inches 

long. The open spaces between the corner and side pews are for fireplaces; those in the 
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west are nine feet wide, and the east ones are eight feet and eight inches wide, and the 

chimneys carried up in the wall where they are marked with a pencil. 

 -- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 1:359-360.

The Pulpits of the Temple

 

The pulpit in the west end of the house is to be occupied by the High Priesthood, 

as follows:—Number 1, is for the President and his council; number 2, for the Bishop and

his council; number 3, for the High Priests; and number 4 for the Elders: each of these is 

eight feet long, containing three coves or stands for the respective speakers; and those 

seats opposite them are for visiting officers, who are to occupy seats according to their 

respective grades. The two spaces in the middle are stairs two feet wide. The middle 

pulpit is to be elevated; the first seats one foot, the second two feet, the third three feet, 

and the fourth four feet. And those upon each side are also to be elevated: the first one 

eight inches, the second sixteen, the third twenty-four, the fourth thirty-two. The corner 

seats are to be occupied by singers, and elevated—the first seat six inches, the second 

twelve, the third eighteen, the fourth twenty-four, and the fifth thirty-two inches. The 

pulpit in the east end of the house is to be occupied by the Lesser Priesthood. Number 1, 

is for the Presidency of the Lesser Priesthood; number 2, for the Priests; number 3, for the

Teachers; and number 4, for the Deacons; and the seats by their sides, are also to be 

occupied by visiting officers; each one opposite his respective grade. The pulpits are to 

be finished with panel work, in the best workmanlike manner; and the building to be 

constructed of stone and brick of the best quality. Observe particularly that as there are 

pulpits at each end of the house, the backs of the congregation must be to one of them, 

and they will want occasionally to change. In order for this the house must have pews 

instead of slips, and in the pews let the seats be loose, that they may slip from one side of 

the pew to the other, so as to face either pulpit, as occasion may require. 

 -- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 1:360-361.

The Windows

 

The side view represents five windows in each story. The windows are to have 

each forty-eight lights, of seven by nine glass, six one way and eight the other; the sides 

and lintels of the windows to be of hewn stone, and on the top of the lintel is to be a 

Gothic top, as you see, but the windows must have a lintel; and so with the outside doors,

all with Gothic tops. 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 1:361.
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Arrangement of Curtains

 

You will be careful to have hooks and rings to suspend your veils on, so that they 

can be let down or raised at any time, at pleasure. Also, as you see, the pulpits are to have

four seats, rising one above another; for instance, the Elder's seat is the lowest, next 

comes the High Priest's, next the Bishop's; so each of these must have a veil that is 

suspended from the upper floor, so as to be let down; which will at any time when 

necessary be let down, and shut off each stand or seat by itself. 

-- Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 1:362.

Blessings for Building New Jerusalem - Temple

See the Lord

Jesus has been upon the earth a great many more times than you are aware of. 

When Jesus makes his next appearance upon the earth, but few of this Church will be 

prepared to receive him and see him face to face and converse with him; but he will come

to his temple. 

-- Brigham Young; Journal of Discourses, 7:142.

They [the saints] will come to the Temple prepared for him, and his faithful 

people will behold his face, hear his voice, and gaze upon his glory. From his own lips 

they will receive further instructions for the development and beautifying of Zion and for 

the extension and sure stability of his Kingdom. 

-- Charles W. Penrose; Millennial Star, 21:582-583

Saints Changed in the Temple to See the Lord

. . . All of them who are pure in heart will behold the face of the Lord and that too 

before he comes in his glory in the clouds of heaven, for he will suddenly come to his 

Temple, and he will purify the sons of Moses and of Aaron, until they shall be prepared 

to offer in that Temple an offering that shall be acceptable in the sight of the Lord. In 

doing this, he will purify not only the minds of the Priesthood in that Temple, but he will 

purify their bodies until they shall be quickened, renewed and strengthened, and they will

be partially changed, not to immortality, but changed in part that they can be filled with 

the power of God, and they can stand in the presence of Jesus, and behold his face in the 

midst of that Temple. 
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-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 15:365-366.

Lord comes to New Jerusalem First

Zion will be favored with the presence of the Lord before the Jews are permitted 

to behold him. The Lord will come to the Temple of Zion before he comes to the Temple 

at Jerusalem. Before he comes in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory, he 

will manifest himself in the city and Temple of Zion; or in other words all the pure in 

heart who are permitted in those days to enter into the Lord's Temple in Zion, which will 

be built on this continent, the Lord will reveal his face unto them, they will see him and 

he will dwell in the midst of Zion. His throne will be there. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 15:339.

Instructions on the Development and Beautifying of Zion

He [The Lord] will come to the temple prepared for him, and his faithful people 

will behold his face, hear his voice, and gaze upon his glory. From his own lips, they will 

receive further instructions for the development and beautifying of Zion and for the 

extension and sure stability of his kingdom. 

-- Charles W. Penrose; “The Second Advent,” Improvement Era, March 1924,.

Strangers among Us

About the time that the Temples of the Lord will be built and Zion is established--

pretty nigh this time, you will see, (those who are faithful enough) the first you know, 

there will be strangers in your midst, walking with you, talking with you; they will enter 

into your houses and eat and drink with you, go to meeting with you, and begin to open 

your minds, as the Savior did the two disciples who walked out in the country in the days 

of old. 

About the time the Temples are ready, the strangers will be along and will 

converse with you, and will inquire of you, probably, if you understand the resurrection 

of the dead. You might say you have heard and read a great deal about it, but you do not 

properly understand it; and they will then open your minds and tell you the principles of 

the resurrection of the dead and how to save your friends; they will point out the 

Scriptures in the Old and New Testaments, in the Book of Mormon and other revelations 

of God, saying 'Don't you recollect reading so-and-so, that saviors should come up on 

Mount Zion?' etc., and they will expound the Scriptures to you. You have got your 

temples ready; now go forth and be baptized for those good people. There are your father 

and mother--your ancestors for many generations back--the people that have lived upon 

74



the face of the Earth since the Priesthood was taken away, thousands and millions of 

them, who have lived according to the best light and knowledge in their 

possession….many of the elders of Israel in Mount Zion will become pillars in the 

Temple of God, to go no more out. They will eat and drink and sleep there; and they will 

often have occasion to say, Somebody came to the Temple last night; we did not know 

who he was, but he was no doubt a brother, and he told us a great many things we did not

before understand. He gave us the names of a great many of our forefathers that were not 

on record, and he gave me my true lineage and the names of my forefathers for hundreds 

of years back. He said to me, 'You and I are connected in one family; there are the names 

of your ancestors; take them and write them down, and be baptized and confirmed, and 

save such and such ones, and receive the blessings of the eternal Priesthood for such and 

such an individual, as you do for yourselves. 

-- Brigham Young; Journal of Discourses, 6:295-296.

Visions and Dreams of Zion & New Jerusalem Temple

Patriarch S.W. Richard’s Vision

I retired to my bed and remained there about four hours, and during that four 

hours I got the answer to my prayer, and when I awoke I was prepared to go upon that 

journey and do Just as the Prophet wanted me to do. During that four hours I saw all that 

I expect to see if I should live a thousand years. Someone came to me and told me where 

to go, and I performed that journey that night while I lay upon my bed. I came to this 

valley first. I don't know how I got here, but I went down through these valleys and into 

Southern California. It had been stated that possibly we might have to go that far. When I

came here I had to pass four sentinels, and in passing them I gave a countersign, which I 

got direct from heaven at the time it was needed. I passed them all, and went on down 

into Southern California. Then I was prompted to go farther, and I went into the northern 

part of Mexico. I returned from there to Jackson County, Missouri, and there I stayed and

helped build the temple. I saw that temple thoroughly completed; in fact, I labored upon 

it until it was completed. When this was done, the vision continued, and I went and laid 

down my body in the ground, and my spirit left this tabernacle. Then I traversed this 

continent from end to end. I saw the Garden of Eden as it was in the beginning and as it 

will be restored again. It was a land filled with verdure and vegetation, and with all 

manner of fruits, on which man was living. I saw it filled with cities, towns and villages, 

and people happy, living under the administration of divine providence. It was a Garden 

of Eden in very deed.

Now, all this I saw while I was sleeping, and it was so impressed upon me that it 

can never be forgotten. 

-- Patriarch S.W. Richards; Conference Report, October 1905, 97.
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Joseph Lee Robinson's Vision

We had adopted the rule of attending to our family prayers at precisely six o'clock

in the evening. At this time the Saints were in their deepest trouble. On a Sunday 

evening, after reading a portion of the scriptures as usual, we knelt down to attend to our 

secret prayers. After addressing the Throne of Grace and saying a few words, we 

commenced to pray for the Saints of Zion, when a heavenly vision opened to my view. A 

light, a beautiful light, was present before my eyes. It was in the shape and color of a 

rainbow, only the bow was turned down. It was perfect in shape and moved as a 

pendulum of a clock, back and forth, with prefect exactness. I gazed upon it for a length 

of time as it grew brigther until it was the purest and brightest light I ever had seen. Then 

as quick as thought, a very large building was present before my eyes. It was far enough 

away for me to have a good view. I gazed with wonder and astonish- ment upon a large 

and very beautiful house built of hewn gray stone, gray rock polished in with white 

joints, with large and beautiful windows and door sills and caps. It was altogether the 

largest, most impressing and beautiful building I had ever seen.

As soon as the house appeared this extraordinary light was out of my sight. 

Presently the voice of the Good Shepherd said to me: "This house you see is the temple 

of the Living God that shall be built in this generation by the hands of the Latter-day 

Saints, upon the consecrated spot in Jackson County, Missouri." Presently, after this and 

as quick as thought, I found myself in a room of that house. To me it was a heavenly 

place. In front of me, in the other end of the room, there was a stand, a large and beautiful

stand with drapes and curtains. Over this stand this marvelous light that had led me to 

Zion was waving magnificently. Then the same voice said: "This is the Temple of the 

Living God that shall be built by the hands of the Latter-day Saints in this generation 

upon the consecrated spot in Jackson County, Missouri, and the pure in heart shall see the

face of the Father and live. For the light you see is the glory of God that shall fill the 

house." Again, as quick as thought, I was removed to my former position where I gazed 

with wonder and admiration upon the wonderful house of God. While I was able to see 

the exterior of the house, the wonderful light was not visible, and I gazed again in 

admiration but when the house disappeared the light was visible again, waving in perfect 

motion until it gradually vanished from my sight and the vision closed.

I arose from my knees, my face wet with tears. "Glory to God in the highest," I 

exclaimed, "I have seen the Temple of the living God." My wife said after I started to 

pray I remained quiet for some length of time. I know and have testified many times that 

I know that whatever might befall the Saints, the Temple of the living God will be built 

by the Saints — the Latter-day Saints — in this generation. 

-- Diary of Joseph Lee Robinson cited in N. B. Lundwall; Temples of the Most High 

[Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1993], 240-241

Parley P. Pratt's Dream

[Excerpts]
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...Instead of a flowery plain without inhabitants, I beheld an immense city, 

extending on all sides and thronged with myriad's of people, apparently of all nations. In 

the midst of this city stood a magnificent temple, which, in magnitude and splendor, 

exceeded everything of the kind before known upon the earth. Its foundations were of 

precious stones; its walls like polished gold; its windows of agates, clear as crystal; and 

its roof of a dazzling brightness, its top, like the lofty Andes, seemed to mingle with the 

skies; while a bright cloud overshadowed it, from which extended rays of glory and 

brightness in all the magnificent colors of the rainbow. The whole buildings thereof 

seemed to cover some eight or ten acres of ground. "This," said the Angel of the Prairies, 

"is the sanctuary of freedom, the palace of the great King, and the center of a universal 

government. Follow me and you shall behold the magnificence, order and glory of His 

kingdom." So saying, we walked together to the gates of the temple. These were twelve 

in number; three on each side, and all standing open.

...By a secret watchword from the Angel to the porter or keeper of the gate, we 

were permitted to pass the eastern centre gate into the court yard. This was a large square 

surrounding the temple, and containing a square mile of land, enclosed with a strong wall

of masonry, and ornamented with walks, grass plots, flowers and shady groves of 

ornamental trees, the whole arranged in the most perfect taste, and with an elegance, 

neatness and beauty, that might well compare with Eden. Here the eye was dazzled with 

scenes of beauty, the ear saluted with innumerable strains of music from birds of varied 

notes and plumage. And here the balmy breath of morn seemed perfumed with sweets 

more delicious than the spicy groves of Arabia. Here, in short, the entire senses seemed 

overwhelmed with enjoyment and pleasure indescribable. Passing along a spacious walk, 

in the midst of scenes like these, he came to the eastern door of the temple, over which 

was inscribed, in letters of gold, the following:

"Here wisdom, knowledge and truth are blended!

Here mercy reigns and war is ended!

Here on these grounds all nations enter;

But here a tyrant dare not venture!"

On entering the outer court, we found ourselves in a large and splendid room, 

inside of which were doors opening in every direction, over which were inscribed the 

particular uses for which they were occupied. This outer court was ornamented and 

finished with monuments, paintings, maps, charts, engravings, etc., all of which were not 

only ornamental but highly instructive, and calculated to impart a world of information 

on astronomy, geography, history, geometry, theology, etc., etc.

...After viewing these things, my guide conducted me to a door, which opened 

into the inner course, and over which was written as follows:

"Within is freedom's throne exalted high!

Where, crowned with light and truth and majesty,

A royal host in robes of bright array,

Their peaceful sceptre o'er else nations sway."
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On entering this room, a vast and extensive hall was opened before me, the walls of 

which were white and ornamented with various figures which I did not understand. In the

midst of this hall was a vast throne as white as ivory, and ascended by seventy steps, and 

on either side the throne and of the steps leading to it, there were seats rising one above 

another. On this throne was seated an aged, venerable looking man. His hair was white, 

with age, and his countenance beamed with intelligence and affection indescribable, as if 

he were the father of the kingdoms and people over which he reigned. He was clad in 

robes of dazzling whiteness, while a glorious crown rested upon his brow; and a pillar of 

light above his head, seemed to diffuse over the whole scene a brilliance of glory and 

grandeur indescribable. There was something in his countenance which seemed to 

indicate that he had passed long years of struggle and exertion in the achievement of 

some mighty revolution, and been a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. But, like 

the evening sun after a day of clouds and tempest, he seemed to smile with a dignity of 

repose. In connection with this venerable personage sat two others scarcely less 

venerable, and clad and crowned in the same manner. On the next seat below were twelve

personages, much of the same appearance and clad in the same manner, with crowns 

upon their heads; while the descending seats were filled with some thousands of noble 

and dignified personages, all enrobed in white and crowned with authority, power and 

majesty, as kings and priests presiding among the sons of God.

"You now behold," said the Angel of the Prairies, "The Grand Presiding Council 

organized in wisdom, and holding the keys of power to bear rule over all the earth in 

righteousness. And of the increase and glory of their kingdoms their shall be no end." As 

he spoke thus, bands of instrumental music filled the temple with melody indescribable, 

accompanied with human voices, both male and female, all chiming in perfect harmony 

in a hymn of triumph, the words of which I could only understand in part. But the 

concluding lines were repeated in swelling strains of joy. They were as followers:

"Tho' earth and its treasures should melt in the fire,

And the starlight of heaven wax dim and expire;

Tho' yon planets no longer revolve in their spheres,

The earth make its day, or its circuit of years;

Tho' the fountain of joy all its light shall withhold,

And the moons and Sabbaths shall cease to behold;

Yet firm and unshaken this throne shall remain,

And the heirs of Old Israel eternally reign.

As the music ceased, the Angel said: "

..."Come," said he, " son of mortal, let us...enter the archives of the Temple of 

Freedom, and there you shall learn the secret springs, the fountain from which has 

emanated all this wisdom and greatness. You will then no longer wonder at the 

magnitude of this glorious organization, the perfection of its principles, or its unparalleled

success." So, saying, we descended together through the same long and winding passage, 

till a door opened into a vast room in the second story of the building, which was 

gloriously finished and ornamented, and principally occupied with collections of 

antiquities and monuments and paintings, memorializing numerous and important events.
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Passing through in the midst of these, we entered a small room in which was carefully 

deposited numerous sacred books and records. 

-- Parley Parker Pratt; The Angel of the Prairies: A Dream of the Future 

 (Salt Lake City: Deseret News, 1880), 12-21.

John Taylor's Dream

Wednesday, June 18th, 1845. Engaged with President Brigham Young, H.C. 

Kimball, and G.A. Smith, in reading Church History. This night I [John Taylor] had the 

following dream:

 I dreamt that I stood by the Temple and looked up, and saw that it was finished. I 

admired the elegance and symmetry of the building, and felt animated in my spirits and 

rejoiced to see the building finished. I remarked to a person standing by, what a beautiful 

structure this is, how elegant the design, and how well it is executed. I then said it is only 

a very short time since we laid the topstone; and now it is finished. I knew that a great 

deal of the wood work was prepared, but did not anticipate that the building would be so 

soon completed. I felt at the same time filled with the spirit of God, and my heart rejoiced

before the Lord.

 While I stood gazing with pleasure at the Temple, I saw another tower rising like 

unto the one that is on the west end of the Temple, and immediately exclaimed to the 

person that I had before conversed with, why there is another tower, and said I pointing 

my finger, still further there is another, and yet another; we have not yet began to see the 

whole; the scenery gradually changed, and a [p.61] temple very much larger in 

dimensions, than the one which we are building, stood before me; there were a number of

towers, placed apparently at equal distances on the outside, each of which were supported

by buildings as large as this temple, and yet were united with, and were a part of the great

temple; they were of as large dimensions as that which is on this Temple, from the midst 

of these towers and in the center of the building arose in majestic grandeur an immense 

large dome, that seemed to tower as high above the towers, as the towers were from the 

earth; it was not quite finished at the top, and there were some workmen employed near 

the top of the dome, who in consequence of the extreme height of the building appeared 

very small. I was much delighted with the scenery that presented itself to my view, and 

soon after awoke retaining for some time afterwards the same pleasing sensation that I 

had enjoyed during my dream. 

-- Editor Dean Jesse - The John Taylor Nauvoo Journal, 

BYU Studies, Spring 1983, vol. 23, Number 2, 238.

Philo Dibble's Vision of the New Jerusalem

I looked northward and saw, apparently with my natural vision, a beautiful city, 

the streets of which ran north and south. I also knew there were streets running east and 
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west, but could not trace them with my eye for the buildings. The walls on each side of 

the streets were as white as marble, and the trees on the outer side of the marble walls had

the appearance of locust trees in autumn. This city was in view for about one hour and a 

half, as near as I could judge, as I traveled along. When I began to descend towards the 

Crooked River the timber through which I passed hid the city from my view. Every block

of this mighty city had sixteen spires, four on each corner, each block being built in the 

form of a hollow square, within which I seemed to know that the gardens of the 

inhabitants were situated. The corner buildings on which the spires rested were larger and

higher than the others, and the several blocks were uniformly alike. The beauty and 

grandeur of the scene I cannot describe. While viewing the city the buildings appeared to 

be transparent. I could not discern the inmates, but I appeared to understand that they 

could discern whatever passed outside. Whether this was a city that has been or is to be, I 

cannot tell. It extended as far north as Adam-ondi-Ahman, a distance of about twenty-

eight miles. Whatever is revealed to us by the Holy Ghost will never be forgotten.  

-- Philo Dibble, Early Scenes in Church History, 

(Salt Lake City: Juvenile Instructor, 1882), 86-87.

Charles D. Evans’ Dream of Zion

While I lay pondering, in deep solitude, on the events of the present my mind was drawn 

into a reverie such as I had never felt before. A strong solitude for my imperiled country 

utterly excluded every other thought and raised my feelings to a point of intensity I did 

not think it possible to endure. While in this solemn, profound and painful reverie of 

mind, to my infinite surprise, a light appeared in my room, which seemed to be soft and 

silvery as that diffused from a northern star. At the moment of its appearance the acute 

feeling I had experienced instantly yielded to one of calm tranquility. 

Although it may have been at the hour of midnight, and the side of the globe 

whereon I was situated, was excluded from the sunlight, yet all was light and bright and 

warm as an Italian landscape at noon; but the heat was softer or more subdued. As I 

gazed upward, I saw descending through my bedroom roof, with a gently gliding 

movement, a personage clothed in white apparel, whose countenance was smoothly 

serene, his features regular, and the flashes of his eye seemed to shoot forth scintillations,

to use an earthly comparison, strongly resembling those reflected from a diamond under 

an intensely illuminated electric light, which dazzled but did not bewilder. Those large, 

deep, inscrutable eyes were presently fixed upon mine, when instantly placing his hands 

upon my forehead his touch produced an indescribable serenity and calmness, a calmness

not born of earth, but at once peaceful, delightful and heavenly. My whole being was 

imbued with a joy unspeakable. All feelings of sorrow instantly vanished. Those lines 

and shadows which care and sorrow impress upon us were dispelled as a deep fog before 

a blazing sun. In the eyes of my heavenly visitor, for such he appeared to me, there was a 

sort of lofty pity and tenderness infinitely stronger than any such feeling I ever saw 

manifested in ordinary mortals. His very calm appeared like a vast ocean stillness, at once

overpowering to every agitated emotion. 
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“Son, I perceive thou hast grave anxieties over the perilous state of thy country, 

that thy soul has felt deep sorrow for its future. I have therefore come to thy relief and to 

tell thee of the causes that have led to this peril. Hear me attentively. Seventy-one years 

ago, after an awful apostasy of centuries, in which all nations were shrouded in spiritual 

darkness, when angels had withdrawn themselves, the voice of prophets hushed, and the 

light of Urim and Thummim shone not, and the vision of the seers was closed, while 

heaven itself shed not a ray of gladness to lighten a dark world, when Babel ruled and 

Satan laughed, and church and priesthood had taken their upward flight, and the voice of 

nations, possessing the books of the Jewish prophets, had ruled against vision and against

Urim, against the further visits of angels, and against the doctrine of a church of apostles 

and prophets, thou knowest that then appeared a mighty angel with the solemn 

announcement of the hour of judgment, the burden of whose instructions pointed to dire 

calamities upon the present generation. This, therefore, is the cause of what thou seest 

and the end of the wicked hasteneth.” 

My vision now became extended in a marvelous manner, and the import of the 

past labors of the Elders was made plain to me. I saw multitudes fleeing to the place of 

safety in our mountain heights. The church was established in the wilderness. 

Simultaneously the nation had reached an unparalled prosperity, wealth unbounded, new 

territory was acquired, commerce extended, finance strengthened, confidence was 

maintained, and peoples abroad pointed to her as the model nation, the ideal of the past 

realized and perfected, the embodiment of the liberty sung by poets, and sought for by 

sages. 

”But,” continued the messenger, “Thou beholdest a change. Confidence is lost. 

Wealth is arrayed against labor, labor against wealth, yet the land abounds with plenty for

food and raiment, and silver and gold are in abundance. Thou seest also that letters 

written by a Jew have wrought great confusion in the finances of the nation which, 

together with the policy of many wealthy ones, has produced distress and do presage 

further sorrow.” 

Factions now sprang up as if by magic; capital had entrenched itself against labor 

throughout the land; labor was organized against capital. The voice of the wise sought to 

tranquilize these two powerful factors in vain. Excited multitudes ran wildly about; 

strikes increased; lawlessness sought the place of regular government. At this juncture I 

saw a banner floating in air whereon was written the words Bankruptcy, Famine, Floods, 

Fire, Cyclones, Blood, Plague. Mad with rage men and women rushed upon each other. 

Blood flowed down the streets of cities like water. The demon of bloody hate had 

enthroned itself on the citadel of reason; the thirst for blood was intenser than that of the 

parched tongue for water. Thousands of bodies lay untombed in the streets. Men and 

women fell dead from the terror inspired from fear. Rest was but the precursor of the 

bloody work of the morrow. All around lay the mournfulness of a past in ruins. 

Monuments erected to perpetuate the names of the noble and brave were ruthlessly 

destroyed by combustibles. A voice now sounded aloud these words, “Yet once again I 

shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And this word yet once again signifies the 

removing of things that are shaken, as of things that are made; that those things that 

cannot be shaken may remain.” 

Earthquakes rent the earth in vast chasms, which engulfed multitudes; terrible 

groanings and wailings filled the air; the shrieks of the suffering were indescribably 
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awful. Water wildly rushed in from the tumultuous ocean whose very roaring under the 

mad rage of the fierce cyclone, was unendurable to the ear. Cities were swept away in an 

instant, missiles were hurled through the atmosphere at a terrible velocity and people 

were carried upward only to descend in unrecognized mass. Islands appeared where 

ocean waves once tossed the gigantic steamer. In other parts voluminous flames, 

emanating from vast fires, rolled with fearful velocity destroying life and property in their

destructive course. The seal of the dread menace of despair was stamped on every healing

visage; men fell exhausted, appalled and trembling. Every element of agitated nature 

seemed a demon of wrathful fury. Dense clouds, blacker than midnight darkness, whose 

thunders reverberated with intonations which shook the earth, obscured the sunlight. 

Darkness reined, unrivalled and supreme. 

Again the light shone, revealing an atmosphere tinged with a leaden hue, which 

was the precursor of an unparalleled plague whose first symptoms were recognized by a 

purple spot which appeared on the cheek, or on the back of the hand, and which, 

invariably, enlarged until it spread over the entire surface of the body, producing certain 

death. Mothers, on sight of it, cast away their children as though they were poisonous 

reptiles. This plague, in grown persons, rotted the eyes in their sockets and consumed the 

tongue as would a powerful acid or an intense heat. Wicked men, suffering under its 

writhing agonies, cursed God and died, as they stood on their feet, and the birds of prey 

feasted on their carcasses. 

I saw in my dream the messenger again appear with a vile in his right hand, who 

addressing me said: “Thou knowest somewhat of the chemistry taught in the schools of 

human learning, behold now a chemistry sufficiently powerful to change the waters of the

sea.” 

He then poured out his vile upon the sea and it became putrid as the blood of a 

dead man, and every living soul therein died. Other plagues followed I forbear to record. 

A foreign power had invaded the nation which, from every human indication, it appeared 

would seize the government and supplant it with monarchy. I stood trembling at the 

aspect, when, lo, a power arose in the west which declared itself in favor of the 

constitution in its original form; to this suddenly rising power every lover of 

constitutional rights and liberties throughout the nation gave hearty support. This struggle

was fiercely contested, but the stars and stripes floated in the breeze, and, bidding 

defiance to opposition, waved proudly over the land. Among the many banners I saw, 

was one inscribed thus: “The government based on the constitution, now and forever;” on

another “Liberty of Conscience, social, religious, and political.” 

The light of the gospel which had but dimly shown because of abomination, now 

burst forth with a luster that filled the earth. Cities appeared in every direction, one of 

which, in the center of the continent, was an embodiment of architectural science after the

pattern of eternal perfections, whose towers glittered with a radiance emanating from the 

sparkling of emeralds, rubies, diamonds and other precious stones set in a canopy of gold 

and so elaborately and skillfully arranged as to shed forth a brilliancy which dazzled and 

enchanted the eye, excited admiration and developed a taste for the beautiful, beyond 

anything man had ever conceived. Fountains of crystal water shot upward their 

transparent jets which in the brilliant sunshine, formed ten thousand rainbow tints at once

delightful to the eye. Gardens, the perfections of whose arrangement confound all our 

present attempts at genius, bedecked with flowers of varied hue to develop and refine the 
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taste, and strengthen the love for these nature’s chastest adornments. Schools and 

universities were erected, to which all had access; in the latter Urims were placed, for the 

study of the past, present and future, and for obtaining a knowledge of the heavenly 

bodies, and of the constructions of worlds and universes. The inherent properties of 

matter, its arrangements, laws, mutual relations were revealed and taught and made plain 

as the primer lesson of a child. The conflicting theories of geologists regarding the 

formation and age of the earth were settled forever. All learning was based on eternal 

certainty. Angels brought forth the treasures of knowledge which had lain hid in the 

womb of the dumb and distant past. 

The appliances for making learning easy surpass all conjecture. Chemistry was 

rendered extremely simple, by the power which the Urims conferred on man of looking 

into and through the elements of every kind; a stone furnished no more obstruction to 

human vision than the air itself. Not only were the elements and all their changes and 

transformations plainly understood but the construction, operations, and laws of mind 

were thus rendered equally plain as those which governed the coarser elements. While 

looking through the Urim and Thummim I was amazed at a transformation, which even 

now is to me marvelous beyond description, clearly showing the manner in which 

particles composing the inorganic kingdom of nature are conducted upward to become a 

part of organic forms; another astounding revelation was a view clearly shown me of the 

entire circulation of the blood both in man and animals. After seeing these things and 

gazing once more upon the beautiful city, the following passage of Scripture sounded in 

my ears: “Out of Zion the perfection of beauty God shineth.” 

On this I awoke to find all a dream. 

I have written the foregoing, which is founded on true principle, under the caption

of a dream, partly to instruct and partly to check the folly of reading silly novels now so 

prevalent. 

Charles D. Evans

Springville, Utah.

-- Charles D. Evans; The Contributor, 

 (Salt Lake City: Contributor & Deseret News 1893-1894), 15:638-641.
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Life in Zion

Splendor of New Jerusalem & Its Inhabitants

In fact, if there is anything great, noble, dignified, exalted, anything pure, or holy, 

or virtuous, or lovely, anything that is calculated to exalt or ennoble the human mind, to 

dignify and elevate the people, it will be found among the people of the Saints of the 

Most High God. This is only a faint outline of some of our views in relation to these 

things, and hence we talk of returning to Jackson county to build the most magnificent 

temple that ever was formed on the earth and the most splendid city that was ever 

erected; yea, cities, if you please. The architectural designs of those splendid edifices, 

cities, walls, gardens, bowers, streets, &c., will be under the direction of the Lord, who 

will control and manage all these matters; and the people, from the President down, will 

all be under the guidance and direction of the Lord [New Jerusalem Built on Revelation] 

in all the pursuits of human life, until eventually they will be enabled to erect cities that 

will be fit to be caught up—that when Zion descends from above, Zion will also ascend 

from beneath, and be prepared to associate with those from above. The people will be so 

perfected and purified, ennobled, exalted, and dignified in their feelings and so truly 

humble and most worthy, virtuous and intelligent that they will be fit, when caught up, to 

associate with that Zion that shall come down from God out of heaven. 

-- President John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 10:148-149.

But all these impediments vanish when it is recollected what the Prophets have 

said concerning Zion in the last days; how the glory of Lebanon is to come upon her; the 

fir tree, the pine tree, and the box tree together, to beautify the place of His sanctuary, 

that He may make the place of His feet glorious. Where for brass, He will bring gold; and

for iron, He will bring silver; and for wood, brass; and for stones, iron; and where the 

feast of the fat things will be given to the just; yea, when the splendor of the Lord is 

brought to our consideration for the good of His people, the calculations of men and the 

vain glory of the world vanish, and we exclaim, "Out of Zion the perfection of beauty, 

God hath shined." 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 1:198.

Isaiah ... has told us about the house of the Lord, and the great peace that should 

come, the beating of swords into ploughshares, &c., and then he goes on to portray the 

blessings that are to come upon Zion. He says, "In that day seven women shall take hold 

of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread and wear our own apparel, only let us be 

called by thy name to take away our reproach. In that day shall the branch of the Lord be 

beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely." Thus we 
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see that Zion is to become glorious. The branch of the Lord, the branch of his own 

planting, established by his own power, the building up of a people and city by his own 

instructions and administration, by the inspiration of his servants, the establishing of Zion

no more to be thrown down. And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of 

Mount Zion and upon her assemblies a cloud and smoke by day, and a shining, flaming 

fire by night; and upon all the glory shall be a defence; and there shall be a tabernacle for 

a shadow in the day time from the heat, and for a place of refuge and for a covert from 

storm and from rain. How often I have quoted this passage! I am not tired of quoting it 

yet. It is among the great events of the latter days; it is among those marvels and wonders

that are just at hand. A Zion to be built up; a city of Zion having habitations, and upon 

these habitations a supernatural light by night, and a supernatural cloud by day. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 14:353-354.

…the city [New Jerusalem] having twelve gates and twelve foundations, "and in 

them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb." This is the city with streets of pure 

gold, "as it were transparent glass." Of it John says: "And I saw no temple therein: for the

Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And the city had no need of the 

sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb 

is the light thereof. 

-- Bruce R. McConkie, The Mortal Messiah, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1980 ) 1:96.

Light from Zion

. . . That true light which is of God will be rendered visible to the eyes of all the 

inhabitants of that city. And shall I limit it there? No. The light will shine so 

conspicuously from that city, extending to the very heavens, that it will in reality be like 

unto a city set upon a hill that cannot be hid, and it will have quite a tendency to strike 

terror to all the nations of the earth. Will all see it? No, some may be too far off, beyond 

the ocean, to behold that miraculous light that will shine forth in this city, but I will tell 

you the effect it will have upon the kings, queens, rulers, congressmen and judges of the 

earth-they will hear of it by telegraph; the news will be flashed over the civilized nations 

of the earth, but they will not believe it. They will say, "Let us cross the ocean, and let us 

see this thing that is reported to us by telegraph; let us see whether it is so or not." Well, 

when they get within a day or two's journey of the city they will be alarmed. Some of 

these kings and nobles, when they see the light shining forth like the northern lights in the

arctic regions, illuminating the whole face of the heavens-when they see this light shining

forth long before they reach the city, fear will take hold of them, says the Psalmist, in the 

48th Psalm, they will become weak, and their knees will smite together like the knees of 

Belshazzar. They will try to haste away from the glory of God and from the power of 

God, and to get out of the country as soon as possible. Fear and terror will be upon them. 
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It will have an effect upon many other kings and nobles, more pure in heart, more honest,

that are willing to receive the truth; it will have a different effect upon them .... 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 24:29.

'You will have no need of any artificial light, for the Lord God will be the light 

thereof, and his glory will be there, and you will see it and you will hear his voice. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 21:330-331.

Longevity of New Jerusalem

The cities and temples which we are now engaged in building, we expect to 

decay; we expect the rock and the various building materials will in time waste away, 

according to natural laws. But when we build that great central city, the New Jerusalem, 

there will be no such thing as the word decay associated with it; it will not decay any 

more than the pot of manna which was gathered by the children of Israel and put into a 

sacred place in the ark of the covenant. It was preserved from year to year by the power 

of God: so will he preserve the city of the New Jerusalem, the dwelling houses, the 

tabernacles, the Temples, etc., from the effects of storms and time. It is intended that it 

will be taken up to heaven, when the earth passes away. It is intended to be one of those 

choice and holy places, where the Lord will dwell, when he shall visit from time to time, 

in the midst of the great latter-day Zion, after it shall be connected with the city of Enoch.

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 21:153.

Therefore, Latter-day Saints, when you return to build up the waste places of 

Zion, and when you build up the New Jerusalem upon the place that he has appointed, 

whatever materials shall be used, by the blessing of the Priesthood, which God has 

ordained, these materials will endure forever: they will continue during the thousand 

years, without waste, and when they shall be caught up to heaven, when the earth flees 

away, they will still endure in all their perfection and beauty. When these cities shall 

descend again upon the new earth, in its immortal and eternal state, they will still be as 

endurable as the earth itself, no more to be subject to the curse, and therefore, will no 

more waste; death is gone-everything that is corruptible in its nature has ceased, so far as 

this habitable globe is concerned, and all sorrow and mourning are done away. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 18:348.

Luxuries of Zion
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If we have in mind the physical Zion, then we must strive for more fertile acres; 

bring from the mountains gold and silver in abundance; found factories to furnish more 

employment; extend in length and width our concrete public highways; build banks to 

protect, or to dissipate, as has been the case recently, the wealth we accumulate; 

transform our vast coal fields into electricity that will furnish light, heat and power to 

every family; improve the means of communication until with radio in our pockets we 

may communicate with friends and loved ones from any point at any given moment.

Is it these physical phases of Zion which we are to build? Certainly it is difficult 

to picture the City of Zion without at least some-if not all-such modern necessities and 

luxuries. 

-- David O. McKay; “Zion Shall Flourish,” The Improvement Era, April 1935, 229.

Education & Intelligence in Zion

We expect to be farmers, a great many of us. We expect to introduce all kinds of 

machinery and manufactures. We expect to build mills. We expect to have our 

merchandise and our stores and storehouses in that land. We expect to build a great many

hundred school-houses in that country, just the same as we have already done in this 

country and in the two adjacent Territories, Idaho in the north and Arizona in the south. 

We do not calculate to neglect our children in regard to their education. We expect to 

build a great number of academies or the higher schools, and besides a great many 

school-houses. We expect to erect universities for the still higher branches to be taught. 

We expect to build many hundreds of meeting-houses, and we expect to be a people very 

densely located there-not one man taking up six or eight miles of land, and calling it his 

farm; we don't expect to live in that way, but we expect to settle a very dense settlement 

in that region of country. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 24:23.

When Zion is established in her beauty and honor and glory, the kings and princes

of the earth will come, in order that they may get information and teach the same to their 

people. They will come as they came to learn the wisdom of Solomon. 

-- John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 6:169.

We believe that we shall rear splendid edifices, magnificent temples and beautiful

cities that shall become the pride, praise and glory of the whole earth. We believe that 

this people will excel in literature, in science and the arts and in manufacture. In fact, 

there will be a concentration of wisdom, not only of the combined wisdom of the world 

as it now exists, but men will be inspired in regard to all these matters in a manner and to 

an extent that they have never been before, and we shall have eventually, when the Lord's

purposes are carried out, the most magnificent buildings, the most pleasant and beautiful 
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gardens, the richest and most costly clothing, and be the most healthy and the most 

intellectual people that will reside upon the earth. This is part and parcel of our faith. 

-- John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 10:147.

Ancient Records in New Jerusalem Temple

But the grand depository of all the numerous records of the ancient nations of the 

western continent was located in another department of the hill, and its contents under the

charge of Holy angels, until the day should come for them to be transferred to the sacred 

temple of Zion. 

-- Orson Pratt; Millennial Star, 28:417.

If Not in the Temple then at Home

I can tell you what I think: Many of you will be living in Jackson County and 

there you will be assisting in building the Temple; and if you will not have seen the Lord 

Jesus at that time you may expect Him very soon, to see Him, to eat and drink with Him, 

to shake hands with Him and to invite Him to your houses as He was invited when He 

was here before. I am saying things to you now, which I know something of the truth of 

them. 

-- Clyde J. Williams ed.; The Teachings of Lorenzo Snow,  

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1984 ), 186.
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Promises

Zion will Spread & Become Glorious & Great

And, now, behold, if Zion do these things she shall prosper, and spread herself and 

become very glorious, very great, and very terrible. (D&C 97:18).

Zion Honored by Nations of the Earth

And the nations of the earth shall honor her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the city of our 

God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and 

the hand of the Lord is there; (D&C 97:19).

The Lord will be Zion’s Salvation

And he [the Lord] hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high 

tower. (D&C 97:20).

Zion will Rejoice

Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion—THE PURE IN 

HEART; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn. (D&C 97:21).

Zion will escape the Lord’s Vengeance

For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and 

who shall escape it?

The Lord's scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and the report thereof shall vex 

all people; yea, it shall not be stayed until the Lord come;

For the indignation of the Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wicked 

works.

Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever I have 

commanded her (D&C 97:22-25).

Government of God Established
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[The Lord] will establish a holy city, and temple and seat of government among 

them, which shall be called Zion. 

And there shall be his tabernacle, his sanctuary, his throne, and seat of 

government for the whole continent of North and South America for ever. In short, it will

be to the western hemisphere what Jerusalem will be to the eastern. ...The city of Zion, 

with its sanctuary and priesthood, and the glorious fulness of the gospel, will constitute a 

standard which will put an end to jarring creeds and political wranglings, by uniting the 

republics, states, provinces, territories, nations, tribes, kindred, tongues, people and sects 

of North and South America in one great and common bond of brotherhood. While truth 

and knowledge shall make them free, and love cement their union. The Lord also shall be

their king and their lawgiver; while wars shall cease and peace prevail for a thousand 

years [pp. 259-60]. 

-- James R. Clark, comp.; Messages of the First Presidency of The Church of

 Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1965-75), 1:259-260.
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Part III ~ Zion – City of
Enoch
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Zion Prototype of New Jerusalem

God in his revelations has informed us that it was on this choice land of Joseph 

where Adam was placed and the Garden of Eden was laid out. The spot has been 

designated, and we look forward with peculiar feelings to repossessing that land. We 

expect when that day shall come that we will be a very different people to what we are 

today. We will be prepared to commune with heavenly beings; at any rate the preparation

will be going on very rapidly for Jesus to be revealed.

We expect that a society will be organized there that will be a pattern of heavenly 

society, that when Jesus and the heavenly beings who come with him are revealed in the 

clouds of heaven, their feelings will not be shocked by the change, for a society will be 

organized on the earth whose members will be prepared through the revelations of God to

meet and associate with them, if not on terms of perfect equality, at least with some 

degree of equality. 

-- President George Q. Cannon; Journal of Discourses, 11:337.

Joseph Smith's "Enoch experience" proved to be pivotal in the quest for a Zion 

society-a holy city or New Jerusalem-among the Latter-day Saints. Enoch became the 

pattern, the scriptural prototype, against which all social or economic or spiritual 

programs were to be judged. In the words of a Latter-day Saint anthropologist, an 

understanding concerning Enoch and his city which followed from the translation of this 

segment of Genesis helped define Zion's social order, which was called on occasion the 

"city" or "order of Enoch." Enoch's city came to be the divine model for the Mormons' 

earthly undertakings…. According to this vision, Zion's ideal urban order would be 

permeated by religion. Religion, not politics, would insure domestic tranquility. Religion,

not the military, would provide for a common defense. Religion, not economics, would 

promote the general welfare. In short, the "vision" of Enoch "gave theological, 

cosmological, eschatological, social, and personal sanction to the quest for Zion." Within 

a month after the Enoch material had been recorded in the JST, on 2 January 1830, a 

revelation given through Joseph Smith began:

Thus saith the Lord your God, even Jesus Christ, the Great I AM, Alpha and 

Omega, the beginning and the end, the same which looked upon the wide expanse of 

eternity, and all the seraphic hosts of heaven, before the world was made;

The same which knoweth all things, for all things are present before mine eyes;

I am the same which spake, and the world was made, and all things came by me.

I am the same which have taken the Zion of Enoch into mine own bosom; and verily, I 

say, even as many as have believed in my name, for I am Christ, and in mine own name, 

by the virtue of the blood which I have spilt, have I pleaded before the Father for them. 

(D&C 38:1-4, emphasis added)

 Even more dramatically, on 9 February 1831, just two months after the JST 

passages on Enoch had been written, a revelation through the Prophet Joseph Smith 

contained specific instructions on how to establish equality and oneness among the 
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Saints. In the revelation known to us now as D&C 42 of the Doctrine and Covenants, the 

"law" was given whereby, through the proper implementation of the principles of 

consecration and stewardship, the people of the Lord in the latter days could establish 

Zion in a manner like that of Enoch and his former-day Saints. Thus the pattern for the 

achievement of the eternal ideal-a society where the people are "of one heart and one 

mind," a holy commonwealth where the municipals dwell in righteousness and in which 

there is no poor (Moses 7:18)-was unfolded to a modern Enoch, and the blueprint for the 

Zion of the final dispensation was unrolled. 

-- Larry C. Porter, Milton V. Backman, Jr., and Susan Easton Black, eds., 

Regional Studies in Latter-day Saint History: New York. 

[Provo: BYU Department of Church History and Doctrine, 1992], 224-225

The Latter-Day Zion will resemble, in most particulars, the Zion of Enoch: it will 

be established upon the same celestial laws--be built upon the same gospel, and be guided

by continued revelation. Its inhabitants, like those of the antediluvian Zion, will be the 

righteous gathered out from all nations: the glory of God will be seen upon it; and His 

power will be manifested there, even as in the Zion of old. All the blessings and grand 

characteristics which were exhibited in ancient Zion will be shown forth in the Latter-

Day Zion. As the Zion of Enoch was caught up by the powers of heaven, so will the 

Latter-Day Zion be taken up into the cloud when the heavens are opened and the face of 

the Lord is unveiled at His second coming. 

- The Seer, Orson Pratt, Vol.2, No.5, 265

Latter-day Saints believe that Enoch's righteousness was grounded on the same 

gospel principles that apply in all dispensations and eternally. For this reason, Latter-day 

Saints feel a spiritual kinship with Enoch and his people: Enoch's Zion represents every 

spiritual ideal for which Latter-day Saints strive. Called to build a modern Zion, the 

prophet and seer Joseph Smith used the name Enoch as one of the code names for himself

in early editions of the Doctrine and Covenants. An economic system designed to 

promote material and spiritual equality within the Church, the Order of Enoch (see 

United Order), has been implemented at various times in Church history. Church 

members look toward the day when the righteous will build the counterpart of Enoch's 

City of Holiness, the New Jerusalem, in Jackson County, Missouri. Missionaries around 

the world preach repentance, for the earth is to be cleansed by fire, as it was with the 

flood that followed Enoch's ministry. Church members anticipate the return of Enoch's 

city from above to be reunited with the Zion beneath (Moses 7:58), when the earth will 

rest under the millennial reign of Jesus Christ.

 

-- Daniel H. Ludlow ed.; Encyclopedia of Mormonism, 

(New York: Macmillan, 1992), 458)
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Location of the City of Enoch

Before Translation

Every man that has received the Priesthood, whether an Apostle, Prophet, High 

Priest, Elder, Bishop, Priest, or Teacher,---all should live as one man--be of one heart and

one mind. In regard to those things we have heard with regard to living and practising our

religion, that we may be able to build up Zion and establish the New Jerusalem: Unless 

we are very diligent, we shall be very far behind the times when the New Jerusalem 

comes down from heaven, adorned as a bride for her husband. Now, I believe that Enoch 

went away from here on a piece of earth, but I do not believe that he remained idle all the

time: they have been improving and cultivating the earth---they have been multiplying 

and increasing the inhabitants where they live. So it is with the lost tribes of Israel: they 

are not asleep. God speaks to them through their Prophets, and they are learning to be 

obedient and to be subject to the law of God. 

-- President Heber C. Kimball; Journal of Discourses, 8:107.

 We come down to the days of the building of the Tower of Babel, soon after the 

flood. About the time of Abraham the Tower of Babel was built. The people being of one

language, gathered together to build a tower to reach, as they supposed, the crystalized 

heavens. They thought that the City of Enoch was caught up a little ways from the earth, 

and that the city was within the first sphere above the earth; and that if they could get a 

tower high enough, they might get to heaven, where the City of Enoch and the inhabitants

thereof were located.  They went to work and built a tower. They had this tradition, that 

there had been a translation of people from the earth, and they were anxious to become 

acquainted with them; but the Lord saw that they were one, and that they all had one 

language, and that nothing would be restrained from them which they imagined to do; 

and, as a curse, he sent a variety of tongues---took from them their own mother-tongue. 

The language of Adam was all forgotten in a moment; and independently of taking away 

from them the knowledge of their own tongue, he gave them a multitude of other 

tongues, so that they could not understand one another. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 16:50.

According to the Bible, the people who built the Tower of Babel did so that its top

might "reach unto heaven" (Gen 11:14). Joseph Smith is said to have declared that the 

"heaven" they had in view was the city of Enoch, then suspended within the sight of the 

earth. Endeavoring to get to heaven by "another way" the builders of Babel were 

comparable to thieves and robbers.  Tradition asserts that the city of Enoch stood where 

the Gulf of Mexico now is. 
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-- Orson F. Whitney; Elias: An Epic of the Ages, (1885), 91.

After Translation

We come down to the days of the building of the Tower of Babel, soon after the 

flood. About the time of Abraham the Tower of Babel was built. The people being of one

language, gathered together to build a tower to reach, as they supposed, the crystalized 

heavens. They thought that the City of Enoch was caught up a little ways from the earth, 

and that the city was within the first sphere above the earth; and that if they could get a 

tower high enough, they might get to heaven, where the City of Enoch and the inhabitants

thereof were located. They went to work and built a tower. They had this tradition, that 

there had been a translation of people from the earth, and they were anxious to become 

acquainted with them[.] 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 16:50
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Part IV ~ 144,000
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The Basics of the 144,000

At his Second Coming, "the Lamb shall stand upon Mount Zion, and with him a 

hundred and forty-four thousand, having his Father's name written on their foreheads." 

(D. & C. 133:18; Rev. 14:1-5) These 144,000 are Gods, as the name on their foreheads 

specifies; their callings and elections have been made sure; they are exalted personages; 

they are "redeemed from among men, ... And in their mouth was found no guile: for they 

are without fault before the throne of God." (Rev. 14:4-5) They have attained perfection.

These brethren, 12,000 from each of the tribes of Israel — excepting for some 

unspecified reason the tribe of Dan (Rev. 7:2-8) — "are high priests, ordained unto the 

holy order of God, to administer the everlasting gospel; for they are they who are 

ordained out of every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, by the angels to whom is given

power over the nations of the earth, to bring as many as will come to the church of the 

Firstborn." (D. & C. 77:9-11) They are part of "a great multitude, which no man could 

number — all of whom shall have membership in the Church of the Firstborn and 

therefore be exalted beings. (Rev. 7:9-17 Heb. 12:22-24)  

-- Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1966), 546.
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Selection of 144,000 Started

Sunday 4.—I attended prayer-meeting with the quorum in the assembly room, and

made some remarks respecting the hundred and forty-four thousand mentioned by John 

the Revelator, showing that the selection of persons to form that number had already 

commenced. 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 6:196.

The second type of apocalyptic promise, which extended only to men, pertained 

to the description in the Book of Revelation, Chapter 7, of 144,000 men who would 

participate in the "winding up" scene. Between 1835 and 1844, fourteen men (18 percent)

were promised membership in this group. Lorenzo Barnes's 3 May 1835 blessing read: 

"Thou shalt stand when wickedness is swept off from the Earth even with thy brethren 

the hundred & forty & four thousand sealed out of the Twelve Tribes of Israel." Unlike 

the promise of prolonged life, which ceased with the death of Joseph Smith, Sr., in 1840, 

the promise of membership with the elect continued through 1844. 

-- Gregory A. Prince; Power From On High: The Development of Mormon Priesthood

(Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1995), 179.
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Qualifications for the 144,000

Joseph Smith was not willing to discuss the temple ordinances of conferral of the 

fulness of the priesthood, of marriage for time and eternity, or of sealing children to 

parents; nevertheless, he indicated that the conferral of the fulness of the priesthood was a

"sealing…on top of the head", of which the phrase "sealed in their foreheads" was 

symbolic. Furthermore, Joseph Smith here taught that it was through the ordinance of 

conferral of the fulness of the priesthood that men could be qualified to be a part of the 

special missionary force of the last days which would number 1444,000 high priests 

(D&C 77:8-11, 14). 

-- Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon W. Cook, eds; Words of Joseph Smith: The

Contemporary Accounts of the Nauvoo Discourses of the Prophet Joseph Smith; 

(Provo: Religious Studies Center, 1980), 297. 
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Attributes & Purposes of the 144,000

Missionaries

This sense of mission was an important influence in the lives of the early Saints. It

was reflected in the conviction that the Saints would be included among the 144,000 high

priests who would be a special missionary force in the last days (referred to in the New 

Testament book of Revelation 14:l), "who will stand up to crown the tribes of Israel when

they come shouting to Zion."[36] Joseph Smith, Sr., William Smith, and Uncle John, 

each made similar predictions.

Footnote - 36. Blessing of Curtis Edwin Bolton by Patriarch Hyrum Smith, 10 

May 1844, in Cleo H. Evans, ed., Curtis Edwin Bolton: Pioneer Missionary (Fairfax, VA,

1968), 3-4. Hyrum also promised Orson Pratt on 26 December 1843 that he would be one

of the 144,000, in Elden Jay Watson, ed., Orson Pratt Journal, (Salt Lake City: E. J. 

Watson, 1975), page number unclear. Fifty others were similarly blessed, including seven

women. 

-- Irene M. Bates; “Patriarchal Blessings and the Routinization of Charisma,” Dialogue,

(Fall 1993), Vol.26, No.3, 10-11.

One Hundred Forty-Four Thousand

It is refreshing to receive correct understanding from the Lord as to the identity 

and mission of the 144,000. (See Bible, Revelation, chapter 7) The Lord said these are 

144,000 high priests who are called to teach the gospel of Jesus Christ and gather as 

many as will come unto Him. (See D&C 77:11)

Elder Joseph Fielding Smith taught this principle as follows:

 This certainly is a great honor to be one of the 144 thousand who are specially 

called by the power of "the angels to whom is given power over the nations of the earth," 

to bring souls unto Christ. John the Apostle, had the great desire to bring souls to Christ. 

The three Nephite Disciples likewise sought this great honor and it was granted to them. 

It is one of the noblest desires that a man can have. It will be a wonderful blessing to 

those who are called in this great group. This 144 thousand will not be the only ones who 

worship the Father and the Son, for after speaking of the twelve thousand out of each of 

the tribes, John records: "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude which no man 

could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 

throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; And 

cried with a loud voice, saying: Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and 

unto the Lamb. And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and 

the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God." [Bible, 

Revelation 7:9-11] (CHMR, Vol. 2, pp. 71-72) 
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-- Joseph Fielding Smith, Church History and Modern Revelation, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1953) 2:71-72.

D&C 77:11. Who Are the 144,000?

"Before the Lord shall come. . . there is to be a great work among the nations. ... 

The ten tribes will have to come forth and come to this land, to be crowned with glory in 

the midst of Zion by the hands of the servants of God, even the Children of Ephraim; and 

twelve thousand High Priests will be elected from each of these ten tribes, as well as from

the scattered tribes, and sealed in their foreheads, and will be ordained and receive power 

to gather out of all nations, kindreds, tongues and people as many as will come unto the 

general assemblage of the Church of the first-born." 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 16:326.

The Prophet clearly indicates that the twelve thousand sealed from each of the 

twelve tribes is not just a symbolic representation of the forces of righteousness, as some 

scholars maintain. They are a great missionary force of the sixth seal (see D&C 77:10). 

Joseph Smith shows us that they are ordained high priests chosen from among every 

nation to carry forth the gospel and bring as many as will come to the true Church (see 

D&C 77:11). (In another revelation the Prophet indicated that these 144,000 would also 

stand on Mt. Zion with the Savior. See (D&C 133:18) and compare with Revelation 

14:1–5.)

The Prophet also said, shortly before his death, "I attended prayer-meeting with 

the quorum in the assembly room, and made some remarks respecting the hundred and 

forty-four thousand mentioned by John the Revelator, showing that the selection of 

persons to form that number had already commenced." (Joseph Smith, History of the 

Church, 6:196 ) This statement would seem to indicate that this great body of 

missionaries may be composed of mortals and immortals together. 

-- Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr., eds., Joseph Smith Translation: The

Restoration of Plain and Precious Things, 

(Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, 1985) 264.

Not Fishers, But Hunters

Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the LORD, and they shall fish them; 

and after will I send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, 

and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. (Jeremiah 16:16)
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How long will they who come from the north countries tarry in the heights of 

Zion? Sometime. They have got to raise wheat, cultivate the grape, wine and oil, raise 

flocks and herds, and their souls will have to become as a watered garden. They will 

dwell in Zion a good while, and during that time, there will be twelve thousand chosen 

out of each of these ten tribes, besides twelve thousand that will be chosen from Judah, 

Joseph, and the remaining tribes, one hundred and forty-four thousand in all [see 

Revelation 7:4-8; D&C 77:11]. Chosen for what? To be sealed in their foreheads. For 

what purpose? So that the power of death and pestilence and plague that will go forth in 

those days sweeping over the nations of the earth will have no power over them. These 

parties who are sealed in their foreheads will go forth among all people, nations and 

tongues, and gather up and hunt out the house of Israel, wherever they are scattered, and 

bring as many as they possibly can into the Church of the firstborn, preparatory to the 

great day of the coming of the Lord. One hundred and forty-four thousand missionaries! 

Quite a host. All this has got to take place." 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 18:25

Then again, after the six thousand years have ended, before the Lord shall come 

while these trumpets are sounding, or about that time, we find that there is to be a great 

work among the nations—which will probably take place in the morning of the seventh 

thousand years. The ten tribes will have to come forth and come to this land, to be 

crowned with glory in the midst of Zion by the hands of the servants of God, even the 

Children of Ephraim; and twelve thousand High Priests will be elected from each of these

ten tribes, as well as from the scattered tribes, and sealed in their foreheads, and will be 

ordained and receive power to gather out of all nations, kindreds, tongues and people as 

many as will come unto the general assemblage of the Church of the first-born. Will not 

that be a great work? Imagine one hundred and forty-four thousand High Priests going 

forth among the nations, and gathering out as many as will come to the Church of the 

first-born. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 16:326.

Saviors on Mt. Zion

It is not only necessary that you should be baptized for your dead, but you will 

have to go through all the ordinances for them, the same as you have gone through to 

save yourselves. There will be 144,000 saviors on Mount Zion, and with them an 

innumerable host that no man can number. 

-- Joseph Fielding Smith; Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1993), 366.
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Again, in the Prophet's last sermon but one, delivered on the 12th Of May, 1844, 

just about one month previous to his martyrdom he said:

"It is not only necessary that you should be baptized for your dead, but you will 

have to go through all the ordinances for them, the same as you have gone through to 

save yourselves. 'There will be 144,000 saviors upon Mount Zion, and with them an 

innumerable host that no man can number. Every man who has been baptized and 

belongs to the kingdom has a right to be baptized for those who have gone before."

-- President John R. Winder; Conference Report, April 1902, 90.

Translated

When the Temple is built the sons of the two Priesthoods, that is, those who are 

ordained to the Priesthood of Melchizedec, that Priesthood which is after the order of the 

Son of God, with all its appendages; and those who have been ordained to the Priesthood 

of Aaron with all its appendages, the former called the sons of Moses, the latter the sons 

of Aaron, will enter into that Temple in this generation, or in the generation that was 

living in 1832, and all of them who are pure in heart will behold the face of the Lord and 

that too before he comes in his glory in the clouds of heaven, for he will suddenly come 

to his Temple, and he will purify the sons of Moses and of Aaron, until they shall be 

prepared to offer in that Temple and offering that shall be acceptable in the sight of the 

Lord. In doing this, he will purify not only the minds of the Priesthood in that Temple, 

but he will purify their bodies until they shall be quickened, renewed and strengthened, 

and they will be partially changed, not to immortality, but changed in part that they can 

be filled with the power of God, and they can stand in the presence of Jesus, and behold 

his face in the midst of that Temple.

This will prepare them for further ministrations among the nations of the earth, it 

will prepare them to go forth in the days of tribulation and vengeance upon the nations of 

the wicked, when God will smite them with pestilence, plague and earthquake, such as 

former generations never knew. Then the servants of God will need to be armed with the 

power of God, they will need to have that sealing blessing pronounced upon their 

foreheads that they can stand forth in the midst of these desolations and plagues and not 

be overcome by them. When John the Revelator describes this scene he says he saw four 

angels sent forth, ready to hold the four winds that should blow from the four quarters of 

heaven. Another angel ascended from the east and cried to the four angels, and said, 

"Smite not the earth now, but wait a little while." "How long?" "Until the servants of our 

God are sealed in their foreheads." What for? To prepare them to stand forth in the midst 

of these desolations and plagues, and not be overcome. When they are prepared, when 

they have received a renewal of their bodies in the Lord's Temple, and have been filled 

with the Holy Ghost and purified as gold and silver in a furnace of fire, then they will be 

prepared to stand before the nations of the earth and preach glad tidings of salvation in 

the midst of judgments that are to come like a whirlwind upon the wicked. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 15:366.
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Gods

Let us for a few moments refer to that glorious saying in the revelations of St. 

John. In the visions of eternity that were shown to John, he beheld things that were to 

take place in future generations. Among other things that were shown to him, were the 

one hundred and forty-four thousand, standing on Mount Zion, who had been redeemed 

from among men. Who were they? Let us look at the inscription that John says was 

written on their foreheads. That will tell us that the name of their Father was written 

there. What was his name? God, translated into the English language. Ahman in the pure 

language. The Father's name John saw inscribed on the foreheads of the hundred and 

forty-four thousand who were singing the new song before the Lord. What would you 

think if you were to have the future opened to you as John had, and could see these men 

with the word God, inscribed in bright and shining characters upon each of their 

foreheads? Would you think that God was making fun of them by putting such an 

inscription there? Would you suppose the inscription was a mere form without any 

meaning? No: every man permitted to see these things would at once say, "They are gods 

having been redeemed, and made like their Father." This is what we believe. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 19:320.

This puts me in mind of a certain vision that John the Revelator had on the Isle of 

Patmos. On that occasion he saw one hundred and forty-four thousand standing upon 

Mount Zion, singing a new and glorious song; the singers seemed to be among the most 

happy and glorious of those who were shown to John. They, the one hundred and forty-

four thousand, had a peculiar inscription in their foreheads. What was it? It was the 

Father's name. What is the Father's name? It is God—the being we worship. If, then, the 

one hundred and forty-four thousand are to have the name of God inscribed on their 

foreheads, will it be simply a plaything, a something that has no meaning? or will it mean

that which the inscriptions specify?—that they are indeed Gods—one with the Father and

one with the Son; as the Father and Son are one, and both of them called Gods, so will all

His children be one with the Father and the Son, and they will be one so far as carrying 

out the great purposes of Jehovah is concerned. No divisions will be there but a complete 

oneness; not a oneness in person but a perfect oneness in action in the creation, 

redemption, and glorification of worlds. 

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 14:243.

The Noble Race in the Heavens—Without going into the full investigation of the 

history and excellency of God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . . let us reflect that 

Jesus Christ, as Lord of lords, and King of kings, must have a noble race in the heavens, 

or upon the earth, or else he can never be as great in power, dominion, might, and 

authority as the scriptures declare. But here, the mystery is solved. John says: "And I 
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looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four

thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads." (Revelation 14:1)

Their "Father's name," bless me! that is GOD! Well done for Mormonism; one 

hundred and forty four thousand GODS, among the tribes of Israel, and, two living Gods 

and the Holy Ghost, for this world! Such knowledge is too wonderful for men, unless 

they possess the spirit of Gods. It unravels the little mysteries, which, like a fog, hide the 

serene atmosphere of heaven, and looks from world to world, from system to system, 

from universe to universe, and from eternity to eternity, where, in each, and all, there is a 

presidency of Gods, and Gods many, and lords many; and from time to time, or from 

eternity to eternity, Jesus Christ shall bring in another world regulated and saved as this 

will be when he delivers it up to the Father; and God becomes all in all. As John the 

Revelator said: "And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb

shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him.

"And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads." 

(Revelations 22:3, 4)

"His name in their foreheads," undoubtedly means "Gods" on the front of their 

crowns; for, when all things are created new, in the celestial kingdom, the servants of 

God, the innumerable multitude, are crowned, and are perfect men and women in the 

Lord, one in glory, one in knowledge, and one in image: they are like Christ, and he is 

like God: then, O, then, they are all "living Gods," having passed from death unto life, 

and possessing the power of eternal lives!—TS, 6:806-807, February 15, 1845. 

-- G. Homer Durham; The Gospel Kingdom: Selections from the Writings and Discourses

of John Taylor, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987), 29.

"Though `there is none other God but one' for men on this earth to worship, yet 

`there be gods many, and lords many' throughout the infinite expanse of eternity. (1 Cor. 

8:4-5.) That is, there are many exalted, perfected, glorified personages who reign as gods 

over their own dominions. John saw 144,000 of them standing with Christ upon Mount 

Zion, all `having his Father's name written in their foreheads' (Rev 14:1), which is to say 

that they were gods and were so identified by wearing crowns so stating. Indeed, to each 

person who overcomes and gains exaltation, Christ has promised: `I will write upon him 

the name of my God,' and he shall `sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, 

and am set down with my Father in his throne.' (Rev. 3:12, 21.)

"Joseph Smith said: `Every man who reigns in celestial glory is a god to his 

dominions.' (Teachings, p. 374.) All exalted persons `are gods, even the sons of God.' 

(D&C 76:58.) Through obedience to the whole gospel law, including celestial marriage, 

they attain the `fulness of the glory of the Father' (D&C 93:6-28) and `a continuation of 

the seeds forever and ever. Then shall they be gods, because they have no end: therefore 

shall they be from everlasting to everlasting, because they continue; then shall they be 

above all, because all things are subject unto them. Then shall they be gods, because they 

have all power, and the angels are subject unto them.' (D&C 132:19-20.)

"But to us there is but one God, who is Elohim, and one Lord, who is the Lord 

Jehovah the Holy Ghost acts as their minister and these three are one Godhead, or as it is 
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more graphically expressed, one God. Thus we find the Psalmist, whom Jesus quoted, 

saying: `God standeth in the congregation of the mighty he judgeth among the gods. . . . I 

have said, Ye are gods and all of you are children of the most High.' (Ps. 82:1, 6.)"

-- Bruce R. McConkie; The Mortal Messiah: From Bethlehem to Calvary, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1980) 3:221
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Members of the 144,000

Lorenzo Barnes

Thou shalt be blest with blessings of heaven above and blessings of Earth beneath

blessings of life Temporal and Eternal life yea thou shalt stand when wickedness is swept

of[f] from the Earth even with thy brethren the hundred & forty & four thousand sealed 

out of out of [sic] the Twelve Tribes of Israel. These blessings I confirm upon thy head 

and I pray my Heavenly Father to confirm them upon thee even so amen." (Patriarchal 

Blessing: Lorenzo Barnes; 1835: 3 May; (Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.) From typescript, 

private collection; LDS Archives, Ms 1436) [Age, 23; Scribe, ?]

Charles C. Rich

Thou shalt be taught of God and thy mind shall expand like Enoch's of old, and 

thou shall be mighty as Enoch and one shall be mightier than thou. Thy posterity shall be 

blessed after thee, and thy blessings shall reach unto thy children, and thou shalt raise 

them up for God and they shall reign with thee in the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth; for 

thou art one of the hundred and forty-five thousand which shall stand upon Mount Zion 

with white robes and thy joy shall be full. (Patriarchal Blessing: Charles C. Rich; 1836: 2 

April; (Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.) From typescript; Milando Pratt biographical folder, 

LDS Archives; also in Charles C. Rich papers, BYU Archives) [Age, 26; Scribe, 

Sylvester Smith]

Amos B. Fuller

Thou art called to stand among the one hundred and forty and four thousand, with 

the Lamb on Mount Zion dressed in white robes. (Patriarchal Blessing: Amos B. Fuller; 

1836: 17 June; (Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.) From photocopy of handwritten copy) 

[Age, ?; Scribe, ?]

Lorenzo Snow

Thou shalt sit in counsel with the hundred and forty-four thousand, and be able to 

sing the song. (Patriarchal Blessing:  Lorenzo Snow; 1836: 15 December; (Given by 

Joseph Smith, Sen.) (From typescript; Ms 1330, LDS Archives))

Urban Van Stewart
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"I lay my hands upon your head and in the name of Jesus to place a blessing upon 

you and confirm your Priesthood which Priesthood shall entitle you to all the privileges 

of the Kingdom of God, even to stand as a Savior upon Mount Zion with the hundred and

forty and four thousand having the seal of the Savior written on your forhead...

(Patriarchal Blessing: Urban Van Stewart; 1842: 9 February; (Given by Hyrum Smith.)  

From typescript, origin unknown) [Age, 24; Scribe, James Sloan]

Wilford Woodruff

Thou shalt be numbered with the one hundred forty and four thousand and shall 

stand upon Mount Zion and shall sing a song that no man can learn or sing except thy 

company. (Patriarchal Blessing: Wilford Woodruff; 1837: 15 April; (Given by Joseph 

Smith, Sen) (From Wilford Woodruff journal, 15 April 1837) [Age, 30; Scribe, ?])

Brother Woodruff laid hands on my head and spoke to this effect. Dear Brother 

Wm. I lay my hands upon thy head. [Six illegible lines.] Brother, thou art of the blood of 

Ephraim. Thou art one of the house of Joseph.16 Thou art one of those who will stand 

upon the mount Zion with the 144,000. God shall give thee great wisdom. He shall make 

thee a wise counciller to council the saints of God. Thy life has been hid up with Christ in

God and thou hast known it not, and I seal thee up with eternal life and while thou 

remainst faithful no power shall prevail against thee nor be able to take thy life. The Lord

shall yet give thee many souls in Manchester over whom thou shall preside. God seal 

these blessings. &c &c &c. (George D. Smith, An Intimate Chronicle; The Journals of 

William Clayton, p.8)

Orson Pratt

And you shall be blessed in your house and habitations--possessions and 

tenaments with days and years to be multiplied upon your head, and you shall stand upon 

Mount Zion with the hundred and forty and four thousand--and you shall fill your place 

and appointment in the appointed hour at the end of your days, and the times and 

seasons--spaces and intermediate spaces--the day shall be sufficient for the evil thereof.  

(Patriarchal Blessing: Orson Pratt; 1843: 26 December; (Given by Hyrum Smith) (From 

The Orson Pratt Journals, pub. by Elden Jay Watson, 1975, p. 556) [Age, 32; Scribe, ?])

Elisha Groves

...and your name shall be written in the chronicles of your Brethren and be 

numbered with the called and chosen to stand in your lot in the appointed hour upon 

Mount Zion with the hundred and forty and four thousand. These blessings I seal upon 

your head, Even so Amen." (Patriarchal Blessing: Elisha Groves; 1844: 8 January; 

(Given by Hyrum Smith) From photocopy of manuscript; LDS Archives.) [Age, 46; 

Scribe, ?]
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Curtis Edwin Bolton

Be firm steadfast and immovable in the Gospel of truth and you shall abound in 

grace and enter into a fullness and shall come up upon Mount Zion with the hundred forty

and four thousand and in EPHRAIM receive your inheritance and generation. (Patriarchal

Blessing: Curtis Edwin Bolton; 1844: 10 May; (Given by Hyrum Smith) From Curtis 

Edwin Bolton--Pioneer Missionary, Compiled by Cleo H. Evans; 1968, pp. 3-4) [Age, 

31; Scribe, ?]

Dana Jacobs

..Thou shalt stand with the 144,000 with the Lamb upon Mount Zion thou shalt be

able to sing their song no power shall take this power from thee that thou shalt fill up thy 

place in this generation shalt inherit the celestial world Thou shalt have the treasures of 

the earth and the blessings of heaven Thou shalt have power over thy children and friends

this is thy Blessing I seal it on thy head I seal thee up to eternal life--" (1837: 13 June: 

Dana Jacobs. (Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.) From typescript; William Smith Patriarchal 

Blessing Book, pp. 175-176, RLDS Archives.) [Age, 30; Scribe, ?]

Arnold Stephens

…thy privilege is to stand when the Savior comes and then be crowned in the 

blessing of Joseph and stand with the 144,000 upon Mount Zion--…(1840: 6 July: Arnold

Stephens. (Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.) (From typescript; William Smith Patriarchal 

Blessing Book, pp. 196-198, RLDS Archives.) [Age, 37; Scribe, Edwin D. Woolley])

George Washington Johnson

…Thou shalt be a savior upon Mt Zion and stand with the 144,000 clothed in 

white…. (1844: 13 August: George Washington Johnson. (Given by John Smith.)  (From 

typescript; Diary of George Washington Johnson, 1823-93, p. 15, BYU Special 

Collections.) [Age, ?; Scribe, ?])
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New Jerusalem Temple as an MTC

As the Lord Jesus clearly states throughout 3rd Nephi the Gentiles or "adopted 

Israel" will also "assist" true Israel in the building of New Jerusalem and the building of 

the temple in the New Jerusalem in preparation for the second coming of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Israel's assignment to bless all the human families throughout the world includes 

the building of the New Jerusalem and temples in New and Old Jerusalem.

In a sense, the New Jerusalem will become missionary training center out of 

which 144,000 Israelite missionaries will emerge, 12,000 from each tribe with the 

Gentiles or adopted Israel in the assisting role. 

-- “News,” Sunstone, (August 89)
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Additional Insights

The 144,000 are another striking example of at-one-ment. 

-- Hugh Nibley; Approaching Zion, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1989), 566

We are looking for the coming of Christ and He will come as a refining fire to 

purify the sons of Levi, as gold is purified.  Who will come with him?  It is said 144,000, 

by the Prophet John, those who have not defiled themselves with women, and who will 

be prepared to meet Him when He comes, a similar class of people who may be living on 

this earth. 

-- Brian H. Stuy, ed; Collected Discourses, John W. Taylor, 5: 

"If the first Seventy are all employed and there is a call for more laborers it will 

be the duty of the seven presidents of the first Seventy to call and ordain other Seventy 

and send them forth to labor in the vineyard until, if needs be, they set apart seven times 

seventy and even until there are 144,000 thus set apart for the ministry." 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 2:221.

To B[enjamin] F. Johnson, the 144,000 seal[e]d are the priests who are appointed 

to administer in the daily sacrifice. [rest of page blank] {page 45} 

-- Scott H. Faulring; An American Prophet's Record, 

(Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1987), 341.

Just prior to the commencement of the final tribulations on the earth, we are told 

of an important event which will transpire among the Saints. From among the tribes of 

Israel the Lord will select 144,000 special ambassadors.(D&C 133:18;77:11; Revelation 

14:1) These will be chosen and sealed up under the direction of the Apostle John. (D&C 

77:14)

12,000 will be gathered from out of each tribe, (Revelation 7:4) and their special 

calling is going to be to preach the gospel to the heathen and gentile people who survive 

the cleansing of the earth. (D&C 77:11) The work of selecting this group of 144,000 

High Priests and sealing them up unto Elohim, the Father, will be an arduous 

undertaking. John tells us that it will be necessary to hold back the angels who are to reap

down the earth until this work can be accomplished. (Revelation 7:3) And when it is 

finished, the preliminary scourges of the Lord previously mentioned will sweep the earth 
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as a testimony to all nations who rejected the missionaries when they made their final call

to them. 

-- W. Cleon Skousen; Prophecy and Modern Times, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1948), 298-299.
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Part V ~The Doctrine of
Translation
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Fundamentals

The Basics of Translation

Latter-day Saint scriptures speak of a unique class of beings, persons whom the Lord has 

"translated" or changed from a mortal state to one in which they are temporarily not 

subject to death, and in which they experience neither pain nor sorrow except for the sins 

of the world. Such beings appear to have much greater power than mortals. All translated 

beings will eventually experience physical death and resurrection (MD, p. 807-808). 

Translation is a necessary condition in special instances to further the work of the Lord.

Translated beings are not resurrected beings, though all translated beings either 

have since been or yet will be resurrected or "changed in the twinkling of an eye" to a 

resurrected state (3 Nephi 28:8). In effect, this last change is their death, and they 

therefore receive what amounts to an instantaneous death and resurrection. Resurrection 

is a step beyond translation, and persons translated prior to the resurrection of Christ were

resurrected with him (cf. D&C 133:54-55); it is expected that those translated since 

Christ's resurrection will be resurrected at his second coming.

During the period from Adam to Melchizedek, many faithful persons were 

translated. Enoch and the righteous residents of his city of Zion were translated not many 

years after Adam's death (Moses 7:18-21, 31, 63, 69; D&C 38:4; 45:11-14; 84:99-100; 

Gen. 5:22-24; Heb. 11:5). During the period from Enoch to Noah, it appears that faithful 

members of the Church were translated, for "the Holy Ghost fell on many, and they were 

caught up by the powers of heaven into Zion" (Moses 7:27). 

After the Flood, others were also translated. In his inspired rendition of the Bible, 

Joseph Smith tells of many who "were translated and taken up into heaven" (JST Gen. 

14:32-34). Fewer translations apparently occurred in the New Testament era, though John

the beloved (John 21:20-23; D&C 7) and the three Nephites were translated (3 Nephi 28).

Translated beings are assigned special ministries, some to remain among mortals, 

as seems to be the case of John and the Three Nephites, or for other purposes, as in the 

case of Moses and Elijah, who were translated in order to appear with physical bodies 

hundreds of years later on the mount of transfiguration prior to the resurrection of Christ. 

Had they been spirits only, they could not have laid hands on the mortal Peter, James, and

John (cf. D&C 129:3-8). Why those of Enoch's city were translated, we are not 

specifically informed, although the Prophet Joseph Smith explained the role of translated 

beings thus: "Many have supposed that the doctrine of translation was a doctrine whereby

men were taken immediately into the presence of God, and into an eternal fullness, but 

this is a mistaken idea. Their place of habitation is that of the terrestrial order, and a place

prepared for such characters He held in reserve to be ministering angels unto many 

planets, and who as yet have not entered into so great a fullness as those who are 

resurrected from the dead" 

The scriptures do not define differences between transfiguration and translation, 

but it appears that transfiguration is more temporary, as in Matthew 17:1-9 and Moses 
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1:11, occurring primarily to permit one to behold spiritual things not possible in the 

mortal condition. 

 -- Daniel H. Ludlow eds.; Encyclopedia of Mormonism, 

(New York: Macmillan, 1992), 1485-1486.

I think, perhaps, this broad assertion may be contradicted in the minds of some. 

They may tell us of Enoch, who was translated to heaven; they may speak of Elijah, who 

was caught up in a chariot of fire, and say, "Here, at least, are two exceptions to the 

general rule." But what do we know concerning translation? What has God revealed in all

the revelations contained in the Old and New Testaments in relation to a translated being?

Are we assured that such begins never will have to undergo a change equivalent to that of

death?

 Our new revelations that we have received inform us of a great many individuals 

that were translated before the flood. We read that a great and mighty Prophet of the 

Most High God was sent forth in the days of Adam, namely Enoch, the seventh 

generation from Adam, who lived contemporary with his ancestor Adam; that in his days 

a great number of people heard the plan of salvation preached to them by the power of 

the Holy Ghost that rested upon Enoch and those who were called with him; that they 

received this plan of salvation and gathered themselves out from among the various 

nations of the earth where they had obeyed the Gospel; that they were instructed, after 

they assembled in one, in righteousness, for three hundred and sixty-five years; that they 

learned the laws of the kingdom, and concerning God and every principle of 

righteousness that was necessary to enable them to enter into the fullness of the glory of 

heaven; they were instructed to build up a city, and it was called a city of holiness, for 

God came down and dwelt with that people; he was in their midst, they beheld this glory, 

they saw his face, and he condescended to dwell among them for many long years, during

which time they were instructed and taught in all of his ways, and among other things 

they learned the great doctrine and principle of translation, for that is a doctrine the same 

as the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead, which is among the first principles of the 

plan of salvation; and we may also say that the doctrine of translation, which is intimately

connected with that of the resurrection, is also one of the first principles of the doctrines 

of Christ. They were instructed in relation to this government, the object of it, &c.

 According to the light and knowledge which the Latter-day Saints have upon this 

subject, revealed in the revelations given through Joseph Smith, we find that those 

people, when they were fully prepared, having learned the doctrine of translation, were 

caught up into the heavens, the whole city, the people and their habitations. How much of

the earth was taken up in connection with their habitations we are not informed. It might 

have been a large region. You may ask—"Where was this city of Zion built in ancient 

days?" According to new revelations it was built upon this great western hemisphere. 

When I speak of this western hemisphere I speak of it as it now exists. In those days the 

land was united; the eastern and the western hemisphere were one; but they dwelt in that 

portion of our globe that is now called the western hemisphere, and they were taken up 

from this portion of the globe. No doubt all the region of country occupied by them was 

translated, or taken away from the earth.
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 Does this prove that they were immortal beings from the time of their translation? 

No; it does not prove any such thing. How are we to know anything about it? We can not 

learn anything in relation to it, except by revelation. God has revealed to us that they are 

held in reserve, in some part or portion of space; their location is not revealed, but they 

are held in reserve to be revealed in the latter times, to return to their ancient mother 

earth; all the inhabitants that were then taken away are to return to the earth.

 Some five thousand years have passed away since they were caught up to the 

heavens. What has been their condition during that time? Have they been free from 

death? They have been held in reserve in answer to their prayers. What were their 

prayers? Enoch and his people prayed that a day of righteousness might be brought about 

during their day; they sought for it with all their hearts; they looked abroad over the face 

of the earth and saw the corruptions that had been introduced by the various nations, the 

descendants of Adam, and their hearts melted within them, and they groaned before the 

Lord with pain and sorrow, because of the wickedness of the children of men, and they 

sought for a day of rest, they sought that righteousness might be revealed, that 

wickedness might be swept away and that the earth might rest for a season. God gave 

them visions, portrayed to them the future of the world, showed unto them that this earth 

must fulfill the measure of its creation; that generation after generation must be born and 

pass away, and that, after a certain period of time, the earth would rest from wickedness, 

that the wicked would be swept away, and the earth would be cleansed and sanctified and

be prepared for a righteous people. "Until that day," saith the Lord, "you and your people 

shall rest, Zion shall be taken up into my own bosom." Ancient Zion should be held in 

reserve until the day of rest should come, "then," said the Lord to Enoch, "thou and all 

thy city shall descend upon the earth, and your prayers shall be answered."

 They have been gone, as I have already stated, about five thousand years. What 

have they been doing? All that we know concerning this subject is what has been 

revealed through the great and mighty Prophet of the last days, Joseph Smith—that 

unlearned youth whom God raised up to bring forth the Book of Mormon and to establish

this latter-day Church. He has told us that they have been ministering angels during all 

that time. To whom? To those of the terrestrial order, if you can understand that 

expression. God gave them the desires of their hearts, the same as he gave to the three 

Nephites, to whom he gave the privilege, according to their request, of remaining and 

bringing souls unto Christ while the world should stand. Even so, he granted to the 

people of Enoch their desire to become ministering spirits unto those of the terrestrial 

order until the earth should rest and they should again return to it.

 Joseph inquired concerning their condition, whether they were subject to death 

during that period, and was informed, as you will find in the history of this Church, as 

printed in the Millennial Star and other publications thereof, that these personages have to

pass through a change equivalent to that of death; notwithstanding their translation from 

the earth, a certain change has to be wrought upon them that is equivalent to death, and 

probably equivalent also to the resurrection of the dead. But before that change comes 

they minister in their office unto those of another order, that is the terrestrial order. 

Strangers will not understand perhaps what we mean by the terrestrial order. If they will 

take the opportunity of reading the doctrines of this Church, as laid down in the 

revelations given through Joseph Smith, they will learn what our views are in relation to 

this matter. God revealed by vision the different orders of being in the eternal worlds. 

116



One class, the highest of all, is called the celestial; another class, the next to the celestial 

in glory, power, might and dominion, is called the terrestrial; another class, still lower 

than the terrestrial in glory and exaltation, is called the telestial. This middle class, whose 

glory is typified by the glory of our moon in the firmament of the heavens as compared 

with the sun, are those who once dwelt on this or some other creation and, if they have 

had the Gospel laid before them they have not had a full opportunity of receiving it; or 

they have not heard it all, and have died without having the privilege. In the resurrection 

they come forth with terrestrial bodies. They must be administered to says the vision, and

God has appointed agents or messengers to minister to these terrestrial begins, for their 

good, blessing, exaltation, glory and honor in the eternal worlds.

 Enoch and his people understanding this principle sought that they, before 

receiving the fullness of their celestial glory, might be the instruments in the hands of 

God of doing much good among beings of the terrestrial order.

 We read in the New Testament concerning certain angels that are in the eternal 

worlds, and the question is asked by the Apostle Paul—"Are they not all ministering 

spirits, sent forth to minister for those who shall be heirs of salvation?"—not for those 

who were already heirs of salvation, but for those who shall be—those who were to be 

redeemed, that were to be brought forth and exalted. Enoch and his people were 

appointed to this ministry, holding the Priesthood thereof, with power and authority to 

administer in order that those beings may be exalted and brought up, and inherit all the 

glory that they are desirous to receive.

-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 17:147-149.

Translated & Millennial Man

The Book of Mormon notes that translated beings are different from resurrected 

ones. The Prophet Joseph Smith taught that "translated bodies are designed for future 

missions" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith 191; hereafter TPJS). Moses and 

Elijah, for example, retained their physical bodies, enabling them to restore keys by the 

laying on of hands at the time of the Savior's transfiguration. The three Nephite disciples 

were similarly promised: "Ye shall live to behold all the doings of the Father unto the 

children of men, even until all things shall be fulfilled according to the will of the Father, 

when I shall come in my glory with the powers of heaven." Mormon explained: "That 

they might not taste of death there was a change wrought upon their bodies, that they 

might not suffer pain nor sorrow. . . . Now this change was not equal to that which shall 

take place at the last day" (3 Nephi 28:7, 38-39). What was the nature of this initial 

change? Joseph Smith observed that many have incorrectly supposed that translated 

beings are "taken immediately into the presence of God, and into eternal fulness." He 

explained, "Their place of habitation is that of the terrestrial order" (TPJS 170-71). 

Hence, the three Nephites were quickened from our present telestial condition to a higher 

terrestrial state. What, then, will be the nature of their greater future change? The Savior 

had specifically told them that "when I shall come in my glory ye shall be changed in the 

twinkling of an eye from mortality to immortality" (3 Nephi 28:8). In summary, we are 
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telestial mortals, translated beings are terrestrial mortals, while exalted resurrected beings

are celestial immortals.  

-- Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr., eds., Alma, the Testimony of the Word 

(Provo: BYU Religious Studies Center, 1992), 201-202.

For clarification, it should be noted that there are at least three major differences 

between the translated state of the Three Nephites and the translated-like condition of 

those who live during the Millennium. Elder Bruce R. McConkie has written:

Millennial man will live in a state akin to translation. . . . He will, however, have 

children, and mortal life of a millennial kind will continue. . . . There will be those who 

are on probation, for whom earth life is a probationary estate, and who are thus working 

out their own salvation. . . . Isaiah's description of life and death during the Millennium 

seems to preserve the concept that even then—even in that blessed day when Satan is 

bound and righteousness overflows—even then men are free to come out in open 

rebellion and, as sinners, suffer the fate reserved for the sons of perdition. Manifestly 

they, being accursed, would die the death with which we are familiar. (Millennial 

Messiah 644, 646; emphasis added; see also Isa 65:20) 

-- Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr., eds., Third Nephi 9-30: This Is My Gospel 

(Provo: BYU Religious Studies Center, 1993), 241-242.

Translated & Millennial Twinkling

In the case of translated beings and the righteous persons who shall live during the

millennial era, death and the resurrection shall take place instantaneously. They shall be 

changed from mortality to immortality in the twinkling of an eye, the spirit never having 

occasion to separate from the body, and in their cases this change is called death. (D. & 

C. 63:49-52; 3 Nephi 28.) But it is not death according to the most common usage of the 

word. (D. & C. 101:29-31; Isaiah 65:20.) 

-- Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1966), 185.

Translation & Death

Translated bodies cannot enter into rest until they have undergone a change 

equivalent to death. Translated bodies are designed for future missions” 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 4:425.
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Translation Available Today

O my beloved hearers, what a world it would be if a million families in this 

church were to be on their knees like this every night and morning! And what a world it 

would be if nearly a hundred million families in this great land and other hundreds in 

other lands were praying for their sons and daughters twice daily. And what a world this 

would be if a billion families through the world were in home evenings and church 

activity and were on their physical knees pouring out their souls for their children, their 

families, their leaders, their governments!

This kind of family life could bring us back toward the translation experience of 

righteous Enoch. The millennium would be ushered in. 

-- Spencer W. Kimball, “The Family Influence,” Ensign, July 1973, 15.

The object of the School of the Prophets is to train ourselves until we can receive 

the order of Enoch in all its Fulness. 

-- Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 12:210.

Translation - Priesthood Connection

There is a Priesthood in the heavens, and we have the same Priesthood on the 

earth, but there should be a closer communion between the Priesthood on the earth and 

the Priesthood in the heavens; it is desirable that we should be brought into closer 

proximity, we want to be advancing as Enoch advanced. 

-- President John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 25:308.

Thus this greater Priesthood had place on the earth from Adam till Moses; and 

each successive Priest proclaimed the same salvation, administered the same gospel, with

all its ordinances and blessings, that were preached and received after Christ. In and 

through the ordinances of the Priesthood, the power of Godliness was manifest, and by it,

holy men were enabled to converse with God face to face; and also through the 

Priesthood many obtained sufficient faith and power to be translated; by the power of the 

Priesthood Enoch and his city were taken up into heaven, and reserved until a day of 

righteousness shall come, when they will come again on earth and have place until the 

end.

The Priesthood, therefore, is the great medium of power, both in the heavens and 

upon the earth. It existed before the days of creation, being "without beginning of days." 

-- Orson Pratt;  The Seer, 

(Salt Lake City: 1853-1854)Vol.1, No.10, 149.

119



The evening was spent in conversing upon the subject of the Ten tribes in the 

North Country, the Higher law of god in opposition to the law of gravitation in the 

ascension of Christ Elijah & Enoch & the City of Zion to heaven upon the Same principle

a portion of the North Country Containing the ten tribes may be separated from the Earth.

O Hyde & others believed they would soon return. 

-- Scott G. Kenney eds; Wilford Woodruff's Journal, 

(Midvale, Utah: Signature Books, 1983), 5:386.

Power of Translation Restored in the Latter-days

How perfect it was in the days of Enoch we are not told, but everything that they 

had revealed to them pertaining to the organization of the Church of God, also pertaining 

to doctrine and ordinances, we have had revealed to us, excepting one thing, and that is 

the principle and power of translation; that, however, will in due time be restored also. 

And if they in their day built a Zion, we have one to build in our day, and when this shall 

be done and everything is in readiness, the Zion which the people of Enoch built and 

which was translated, will descend from above, and the Zion of the latter days which this 

people will build, will ascend by virtue of this principle and power, and the former and 

the latter-day Zion will meet each other, and the dwellers in both will embrace and kiss 

each other, so we are told in the revelations of God. 

-- President John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 23:33.

We have had in the different ages various dispensations; for instance what may be

called the Adamic dispensation, the dispensation of Noah, the dispensation of Abraham, 

the dispensation of Moses and of the prophets who were associated with that 

dispensation; the dispensation of Jesus Christ, when he came to take away the sins of the 

world by the sacrifice of himself, and in and through those various dispensations, certain 

principles, powers, privileges and priesthoods have been developed. But in the 

dispensation of the fulness of times a combination or a fulness, a completeness of all 

those dispensations was to be introduced among the human family. If there was anything 

pertaining to the Adamic, (or what we may term more particularly the Patriarchal) 

dispensation, it would be made manifest in the last days. If there was anything associated 

with Enoch and his city, and the gathering together of his people, or of the translation of 

his city, it would be manifested in the last days. If there was anything associated with the 

Melchizedek priesthood in all its forms, powers, privileges and blessings at any time or in

any part of the earth, it would be restored in the last days. If there was anything 

connected with the Aaronic priesthood, that also would be developed in the last times. If 

there was anything associated with the apostleship and presidency that existed on this 

continent, it would be developed in the last times, for this is the dispensation of the 

fulness of times, embracing all other times, all principles, all powers, all manifestations, 
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all priesthoods and the powers thereof that have existed in any age, in any part of the 

world. For, "those things which never have been revealed from the foundation of the 

world, but have been kept hid from the wise and prudent, shall be revealed unto babes 

and sucklings in this, the dispensation of the fulness of times." (D. & C. 128: 18.) 

-- G. Homer Durham; The Gospel Kingdom: Selections from the Writings and Discourses

of John Taylor, (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1987), 101-102.

Now the doctrine of translation is a power which belongs to this Priesthood. There

are many things which belong to the powers of the Priesthood and the Keys thereof, that 

have been kept hid from before the foundation of the world; they are hid from the wise 

and prudent, to be revealed in the last times. 

-- John Taylor, Mediation and Atonement 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret News, 1882), 74-75.

Enoch was not, for God took him." And we may add, Enoch's city and Enoch's 

people were not, for God took them; they were translated. The principle of translation 

was a principle that at that time existed in the Church, and is one of the principles of the 

Gospel, and which will exist in the last days. 

-- President John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 26:90

Mass Translation

Here we are. We are organized under the direction of the Almighty, and as I 

before said, not according to our ideas and notions, but according to the word and will 

and revelations and law of God. And none of us can do anything only as God permits us. 

What are we going to do? We are going to build up Zion. What then? When Zion is built 

up—and it is not built up yet; but it will be built up; and when that is done Jerusalem that 

is spoken of shall be built—and we are a long way from that—but when that is built up 

and the glory of God shall rest upon it, upon every dwelling of Mount Zion as it did in 

former times—then we will build up our Zion after the pattern that God will show us, and

we will be governed by his law and submit to his authority and be governed by the holy 

priesthood and by the word and will of God. And then when the time comes that these 

calamities we read of, shall overtake the earth, those that are prepared will have the 

power of translation, as they had in former times, and the city will be translated. And 

Zion that is on the earth will rise, and the Zion above will descend, as we are told, and we

will meet and fall on each other's necks and embrace and kiss each other. 

-- President John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 21:254-255
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His [Enoch] translation was like that of Elijah (2 Kings 2:10), and like what that 

of the saints shall be at the second coming of our blessed Lord (1 Corinthians 15:51, 52). 

-- Alfred Edersheim; Old Testament Bible History, 

(Hendrickson, 1995), 1:

Translation & Resurrection

"Now this Enoch God reserved unto Himself, that he should not die at that time, 

and appointed unto him a ministry unto terrestrial bodies, of whom there has been but 

little revealed. He is reserved also unto the presidency of a dispensation, and more shall 

be said of him and terrestrial bodies in another treatise. He is a ministering angel, to 

minister to those who shall be heirs of salvation, and appeared unto Jude as Abel did unto

Paul; therefore Jude spoke of him (verses 14-5). And Enoch, the seventh from Adam, 

revealed these sayings: 'Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of His Saints.' Paul 

was also acquainted with this character, and received instructions from him. 'By faith 

Enoch was translated, that he should not see death, and was not found, because God had 

translated him; for before his translation he had this testimony,  that he pleased God; but 

without faith, it is impossible to please Him, for he that cometh to God must believe that 

He is, and that He is a revealer to those who diligently seek Him' (Hebrews 11:5-6). Now 

the doctrine of translation is a power which belongs to this Priesthood. There are many 

things which belong to the powers of the Priesthood and the keys thereof, that have been 

kept hid from before the foundation of the world; they are hid from the wise and prudent 

to be revealed in the last times. Many have supposed that the doctrine of translation was a

doctrine whereby men were taken immediately into the presence of God, and into an 

eternal fullness, but this is a mistaken idea. Their place of habitation is that of the 

terrestial order, and a place prepared for such characters He held in reserve to be 

ministering angels unto many planets, and who as yet have not entered into so great a 

fullness as those who are resurrected from the dead. 'Others were tortured, not accepting 

deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection' (Hebrews 11:35). Now it was 

evident that there was a better resurrection, or else God would not have revealed it unto 

Paul.  Wherein then, can it be said a better resurrection. This distinction is made between 

the doctrine of the actual resurrection and translation: translation obtains deliverance 

from the tortures and sufferings of the body, but their existence will prolong as to the 

labors and toils of the ministry, before they can enter into so great a rest and glory. On the

other hand, those who were tortured, not accepting deliverance, received an immediate 

rest from their labors. 'And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, Blessed are the dead 

who die in the Lord, for from henceforth they do rest from their labors and their works do

follow them' (Revelation 14:13). They rest from their labors for a long time, and yet their 

work is held in reserve for them, that they are permitted to do the same work, after they 

receive a resurrection for their bodies. But we shall leave this subject and the subject of 

the terrestrial bodies for another time, in order to treat upon them more fully" 

-- Joseph Fielding Smith; Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1993), 169-171.
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Earth Translated

"The fallen earth became a telestial sphere, which it now is. In the coming 

millennial day it will be renewed and receive again its paradisiacal glory and will thus 

return to its terrestrial or Edenic state. And its final destiny is to become a celestial globe 

and shine like the sun in the firmament. In the process of abiding a celestial law, the earth

was baptized by immersion in the days of Noah; and it will be baptized by fire at the 

Second Coming. This old earth is also destined to die and to be resurrected in the day of 

quickening. During the Millennium it will, in effect, be in a translated state, which, as 

pertaining to men, is the state Enoch and his people and some others attained. Thus, the 

earth was first a spirit planet and then a terrestrial globe. It is now a telestial earth; during 

the Millennium it will become terrestrial again; and finally, it will become a celestial 

earth. With an awareness of all this, we are ready to consider the new heaven and new 

earth that is soon to be." 

-- Bruce R. McConkie, The Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of the Son of Man,

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1982), 613.

President Smith was talking yesterday about the land of Zion. Yes, surely, this 

entire continent is the land of Zion, and the time will come when there will be Temples 

established over every portion of the land, and we will go into these Temples and work 

for our kindred dead night and day, that the work of the Lord may be speedily 

accomplished, that Jesus may come and present the kingdom to His Father. He is coming 

soon, too. But we will not hear His voice until we build up Jackson County. Now we 

should make the preparation for this. We are not only going to have Zion throughout this 

continent, but we will have it over the whole earth. The whole earth is the Lord's The 

time will come when it will be translated and be filled with the spirit and power of God. 

The atmosphere around it will be the spirit of the Almighty. We will breathe that Spirit 

instead of the atmosphere that we now breathe. But now it is for us to make the 

preparation, that we may be worthy to be called into the house of the Lord and receive 

our second blessings. I do not want the presidents of Stakes to send any person to our 

Temples to receive the highest blessings that have ever been bestowed upon man since 

the world began, until it can be said of him, "He pays his full tithing." 

-- James R. Clark, comp.; Messages of the First Presidency of The Church of

 Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1965-75), 3:313.

Now, when Christ comes, we will get a new heaven and a new earth and every 

corruptible thing will be destroyed. Everything that pertains to the telestial Kingdom, 

every person that has lived a telestial law will be swept off. You read the first verses of 

the last chapter of Malachi. He tells you that the inhabitants of the earth will be burned 
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when Christ comes and all the wicked who are not destroyed before he comes shall be as 

stubble and they will be consumed. They can't stay here. Why? Because this earth is 

going to pass from the telestial to a terrestrial order. That is why. It will be a terrestrial 

world for a thousand years, and that's why death is suspended.  

We learn now from the revelations that John the Disciple is still on the earth. He 

has not died. He was translated, and the inhabitants of the earth will have a sort of 

translation. They will be transferred to a condition of the terrestrial order, and so they will

have power over disease and they will have power to live until they get a certain age and 

then they will die; and if a man does not keep the commandments and will not obey the 

Gospel, when he dies it is going to be pretty tough for him because under those 

conditions every man ought to receive the truth, and eventually they will, because Isaiah 

tells you that the time will come when the knowledge of God will cover the earth as the 

waters do the sea.  

Now, do you know how the waters cover the sea? Why, everybody knows that. 

That's an easy one, isn't it? And so for a thousand years we are going to have a lovely 

world restored to the conditions which prevailed before death came into the world.  

-- President Joseph Fielding Smith, Signs of the Times, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1961 ), 38.

The Order of the Priesthood (Melchizedek & Enoch)

Melchizedek and Enoch were both ordained after the order of the greater 

priesthood. In addition, Melchizedek and his priesthood authority have a closer tie to 

Enoch than may be seen at first glance. The Doctrine and Covenants states that "Abraham 

received the priesthood from Melchizedek, who received it through the lineage of his 

fathers, even till Noah; And from Noah till Enoch, through the lineage of their fathers" 

(D&C 84:14-15; italics added). This greater priesthood was originally called "the Holy 

Priesthood, after the Order of the Son of God" (D&C 107:3; italics in original). To avoid 

disrespect for the Lord by too frequent repetition of his holy name, this priesthood, in the 

days of the king of Salem, was "called the Melchizedek Priesthood . . . because 

Melchizedek was such a great high priest" (D&C 107:2; see also v. 4).

But that is not the only time the Lord has called this order of the priesthood after a

mortal high priest. Melchizedek "was ordained an high priest after the order of the 

covenant which God made with Enoch" (JST Genesis 14:27). According to the Doctrine 

and Covenants, the high priesthood was called "after the order of Melchizedek, which 

was after the order of Enoch, which was after the order of the Only Begotten Son" (D&C 

76:57). This high priesthood provides the means whereby the righteous may "commune 

with the general assembly and church of the Firstborn" (D&C 107:19). More specifically,

those who receive and keep sacred covenants relating to the priesthood of Melchizedek 

become part of "the general assembly and church of Enoch, and of the Firstborn" (D&C 

76:67). Thus, the king of Salem and the greater priesthood, which currently bears his 

name, have a very close connection with Enoch that may go unnoticed. 
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-- Frank F. Judd, Jr.; Thy People Shall Be My People and Thy God My God: The 22d

Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1994), 37

How was Melchizedek "after the order of Enoch"?

Joseph Smith's translation of Genesis 14 indicates how Melchizedek was "after 

the order of Enoch." Verse 34 indicates that Melchizedek followed Enoch's example, 

leading a Zion-like community that obtained a place in heaven. The Lord further 

explained that both Melchizedek and Enoch were "after the order of the Only Begotten 

Son" (D&C 76:57). This relationship was reflected in the original name of the higher 

priesthood (see D&C 107:3). 

-- Richard O. Cowan; Answers to Your Questions About the Doctrine and Covenants 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1996), 89

More Yet to be Revealed

This same knowledge is contained in the sealed portion of the Book of Mormon. 

For aught we know the two sealed books are one and the same. Of this much we are quite

certain: When, during the Millennium, the sealed portion of the Book of Mormon is 

translated, it will give an account of life in the pre-mortal existence; of the creation of all 

things; of the Fall and the Atonement and the Second Coming; of temple ordinances, in 

their fullness; of the ministry and mission of translated beings; of life in the spirit world, 

in both paradise and hell; of the kingdoms of glory to be inhabited by resurrected beings; 

and many such like things. 

-- Bruce R. McConkie; “The Bible, a Sealed Book," Teaching Seminary Preservice

Readings Religion 370, 471, and 475, 2004, 123-132.

Attributes of Translated Beings

Still Mortal

The Prophet Mormon’s Inquiry

Later, as he was writing of this event, Mormon wondered just as your friends are 

wondering, if these three had been changed from mortality to immortality so he inquired 

of the Lord and thus he recorded his answer:

But behold, since I wrote, I have inquired of the Lord, and he hath made it 

manifest unto me that there must needs be a change wrought upon their bodies, or else it 

needs be that they must taste of death;
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herefore, that they might not taste of death there was a change wrought upon their 

bodies, that they might not suffer pain nor sorrow save it were for the sins of the world.

Now this change was not equal to that which shall take place at the last day; but 

there was a change wrought upon them, insomuch that Satan could have no power over 

them, that he could not tempt them; and they were sanctified in the flesh, that they were 

holy, and that the powers of the earth could not hold them.

And in this state they were to remain until the judgment day of Christ; and at that 

day they were to receive a greater change, and to be received into the kingdom of the 

Father to go no more out, but to dwell with God eternally in the heavens.(Ibid., 28:37-

40.)

If we would only think, we would realize that translated beings are still mortal 

and will have to pass through the experience of death, or the separation of the spirit and 

the body, although this will be instantaneous, for the people of the City of Enoch, Elijah, 

and others who received this great blessing in ancient times, before the coming of our 

Lord, could not have received the resurrection, or the change from mortality to 

immortality, because our Lord had not paid the debt which frees us from mortality and 

grants to us the resurrection and immortal life. Christ is the "resurrection and the life," 

and the "first fruits of them that slept," therefore none could pass from mortality to 

immortality until our Savior completed his work for the redemption of man and had 

gained the keys of the resurrection, being the first to rise having "life in himself" and the 

power to lay down his life and take it up again, thus freeing all men from the bondage 

which the fall had placed upon them. 

-- Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1957-1966), 1:165

Freed from the Power of Satan

Now this change was not equal to that which shall take place at the last day; but there was

a change wrought upon them, insomuch that Satan could have no power over them, that 

he could not tempt them; and they were sanctified in the flesh, that they were holy, and 

that the powers of the earth could not hold them. (3 Nephi 28:39) -- 3 Nephites

Of a Terrestrial Order

Now the doctrine of translation is a power which belongs to this Priesthood. There

are many things which belong to the powers of the Priesthood and the keys thereof, that 

have been kept hid from before the foundation of the world; they are hid from the wise 

and prudent, to be revealed in the last times.

Many have supposed that the doctrine of translation was a doctrine whereby men 

were taken immediately into the presence of God, and into an eternal fulness, but this is a

mistaken idea. Their place of habitation is that of the terrestrial order, and a place 

prepared for such characters He held in reserve to be ministering angels unto many 

126



planets, and who as yet have not entered into as great a fullness as those who are 

resurrected from the dead.  

-- Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 4:209-210.

Not Subject to Suffering of the Body, Sorrow, or Death

And ye shall never endure the pains of death; but when I shall come in my glory ye shall 

be changed in the twinkling of an eye from mortality to immortality; and then shall ye be 

blessed in the kingdom of my Father.

And again, ye shall not have pain while ye shall dwell in the flesh, neither sorrow save it 

be for the sins of the world; and all this will I do because of the thing which ye have 

desired of me, for ye have desired that ye might bring the souls of men unto me, while the

world shall stand. (3 Nephi 28:8-9) 3 Nephites

This distinction is made between the doctrine of the actual resurrection and 

translation: translation obtains deliverance from the tortures and sufferings of the body, 

but their existence will prolong as to the labors and toils of the ministry, before they can 

enter into so great a rest and glory. 

-- Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 4:210.

Some mortals have been translated. In this state they are not subject to sorrow or 

to disease or to death. 

-- Bruce R. McConkie, The Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of the Son of Man 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1982), 644.

Blood Doesn’t Flow in Veins

No longer does blood (the life-giving element of our present mortality) flow in 

their veins. 

-- Bruce R. McConkie, The Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of the Son of Man 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1982), 644.

Procreation

Procreation ceases. If they then had children, their offspring would be denied a 

mortal probation, which all worthy spirits must receive in due course. 
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-- Bruce R. McConkie, The Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of the Son of Man 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1982), 644.

Every man that has received the Priesthood, whether an Apostle, Prophet, High 

Priest, Elder, Bishop, Priest, or Teacher,---all should live as one man--be of one heart and

one mind. In regard to those things we have heard with regard to living and practicing our

religion, that we may be able to build up Zion and establish the New Jerusalem: Unless 

we are very diligent, we shall be very far behind the times when the New Jerusalem 

comes down from heaven, adorned as a bride for her husband. Now, I believe that Enoch 

went away from here on a piece of earth, but I do not believe that he remained idle all the

time: they have been improving and cultivating the earth---they have been multiplying 

and increasing the inhabitants where they live. So it is with the lost tribes of Israel: they 

are not asleep. God speaks to them through their Prophets, and they are learning to be 

obedient and to be subject to the law of God. 

-- Heber C. Kimball; Journal of Discourses, 8:107

Abilities of Translated Beings

Power over the Elements

And they were cast into prison by them who did not belong to the church. And the 

prisons could not hold them, for they were rent in twain.

And they were cast down into the earth; but they did smite the earth with the word of 

God, insomuch that by his power they were delivered out of the depths of the earth; and 

therefore they could not dig pits sufficient to hold them.

And thrice they were cast into a furnace and received no harm. (3 Nephi 28:19-21) -- 3 

Nephites

Therefore they did exercise power and authority over the disciples of Jesus who did tarry 

with them, and they did cast them into prison; but by the power of the word of God, 

which was in them, the prisons were rent in twain, and they went forth doing mighty 

miracles among them.

Nevertheless, and notwithstanding all these miracles, the people did harden their hearts, 

and did seek to kill them, even as the Jews at Jerusalem sought to kill Jesus, according to 

his word.

And they did cast them into furnaces of fire, and they came forth receiving no harm. (4 

Nephi 1:31-32) – 3 Nephites
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Power over the Animals

And twice were they cast into a den of wild beasts; and behold they did play with the 

beasts as a child with a suckling lamb, and received no harm. (3 Nephi 28:22) – 3 

Nephites

And they also cast them into dens of wild beasts, and they did play with the wild beasts 

even as a child with a lamb; and they did come forth from among them, receiving no 

harm. (4 Nephi 1:33) – 3 Nephites

Instantaneous Travel

He held in reserve to be ministering angels unto many planets… 

-- Joseph Fielding Smith; Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1993), 170.

Power over Gravity and Power to Reveal or Conceal Presence

Although they had the ability to live in the earth among men, the had power over 

the elements of earth, power over the law of gravitation, by which they could move over 

the face of the earth with the speed f their own thoughts, power to reveal themselves to 

men; and yet power to mingle and move among men unobserved and hidden. 

-- N.B. Lundwall;  Early Masterpieces of Latter-Saint Leaders, 

(Leatherwood Press 2005), 99. 

Interaction with those in Spirit World

It is interesting to note that both Elijah and Moses (see v. 41), who had met with 

the Lord a few months earlier on the Mount of Transfiguration, now mingled with the 

spirits in paradise. Apparently they had the ability in their translated state to interact with 

those in the spirit world, anticipating the appearance of the Savior and the time of 

resurrection. 

-- Byron R. Merrill, Elijah: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1997), 
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Purpose of translated beings

Nature & Purpose of Translated Beings

Question: "I desire some information in relation to the nature of translated beings.

It is my opinion that they occupy an intermediate position between mortality and 

immortality, where they are not subject to the pains and sicknesses common among 

mortal men. Some of the members of our class express the thought that they have become

immortal, but by appointment, granted by the Lord, they remain on earth to accomplish 

some special work assigned to them. We are anxious to know just what their nature is."

Answer: If you and your friends will take time to read the twenty-eighth chapter 

of Third Nephi, you will find the complete answer to your question. Jesus granted to each

of the twelve disciples he had chosen among the Nephites whatsoever they desired before

he left them. Nine of them asked for the privilege of coming to him speedily after their 

earth mission was finished, and to them he said:

Blessed are ye because ye desired this thing of me; therefore, after that ye are 

seventy and two years old ye shall come unto me in my kingdom; and with me ye shall 

find rest.(3 Nephi 28:3)

The three others remained silent fearing to tell him what they desired, but he 

understood their thoughts, and to them he said: 

Therefore, more blessed are ye, for ye shall never taste of death; but ye shall live 

to behold all the doings of the Father unto the children of men, even until all things shall 

be fulfilled according to the will of the Father, when I shall come in my glory with the 

powers of heaven.

And ye shall never endure the pains of death; but when I shall come in my glory 

ye shall be changed in the twinkling of an eye from mortality to immortality; and then 

shall ye be blessed in the kingdom of my Father.

And again, ye shall not have pain while ye shall dwell in the flesh, neither sorrow 

save it be for the sins of the world; and all this will I do because of the thing which ye 

have desired of me, for ye have desired that ye might bring the souls of men unto me, 

while the world shall stand.

And for this cause ye shall have fulness of joy; and ye shall sit down in the 

kingdom of my Father; yea, your joy shall be full, even as the Father hath given me 

fulness of joy; and ye shall be even as I am, and I am even as the Father; and the Father 

and I are one. (Ibid. 28:7-l0.)

 

The prophet Mormon’s Inquiry

 

Later, as he was writing of this event, Mormon wondered just as your friends are 

wondering, if these three had been changed from mortality to immortality so he inquired 

of the Lord and thus he recorded his answer:

But behold, since I wrote, I have inquired of the Lord, and he hath made it 

manifest unto me that there must needs be a change wrought upon their bodies, or else it 
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needs be that they must taste of death; Therefore, that they might not taste of death there 

was a change wrought upon their bodies, that they might not suffer pain nor sorrow save 

it were for the sins of the world.

Now this change was not equal to that which shall take place at the last day; but 

there was a change wrought upon them, insomuch that Satan could have no power over 

them, that he could not tempt them; and they were sanctified in the flesh, that they were 

holy, and that the powers of the earth could not hold them.

And in this state they were to remain until the judgment day of Christ; and at that 

day they were to receive a greater change, and to be received into the kingdom of the 

Father to go no more out, but to dwell with God eternally in the heavens. (Ibid., 28:37-

40.)

If we would only think, we would realize that translated beings are still mortal 

and will have to pass through the experience of death, or the separation of the spirit and 

the body, although this will be instantaneous, for the people of the City of Enoch, Elijah, 

and others who received this great blessing in ancient times, before the coming of our 

Lord, could not have received the resurrection, or the change from mortality to 

immortality, because our Lord had not paid the debt which frees us from mortality and 

grants to us the resurrection and immortal life. Christ is the "resurrection and the life," 

and the "first fruits of them that slept," therefore none could pass from mortality to 

immortality until our Savior completed his work for the redemption of man and had 

gained the keys of the resurrection, being the first to rise having "life in himself" and the 

power to lay down his life and take it up again, thus freeing all men from the bondage 

which the fall had placed upon them. 

-- Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1957-1966), 1:162-165.

Question: "In studying the mission of Elijah a question arose in relation to 

translated beings. What is their mission? We know that Jesus Christ was "the first fruits" 

of the resurrection, yet the scriptures state that both Enoch (Moses 7:21 and 69) and 

Elijah (2 Kings 2:11) were taken into heaven. How can translated beings dwell in heaven 

before receiving the resurrection?"

Answer: Once before we discussed the question of translated beings, (The 

Improvement Era, Vol. 56, p. 391 (June 1953); Answers to Gospel Questions, Vol. 1, p. 

163.) but perhaps some further discussion will not be out of order. We learn from modern

revelation that there are no angels who administer to this earth but those who do belong 

or have belonged to it. (D. & C. 130:5.) Therefore the angels who appeared to Adam and 

the antediluvian prophets must have been spirits who had not yet tabernacle in the flesh. 

Since that time messengers coming to give instruction to the prophets could have been 

spirits of just persons who had lived on the earth or translated beings who had been 

reserved for that purpose. We may be sure that any messenger coming before the 

resurrection of Jesus who had a tangible body was a translated being who had lived on 

the earth and had been translated to become a messenger to men on the earth. Such would

be the case evidently in the visitors who came to Abraham and the personage who 

wrestled with Jacob.
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Many have been Translated

 

According to the Pearl of Great Price, when Enoch was translated, the inhabitants 

of the city Zion were also taken and were also translated. How many others have been 

given this great honor we do not know, but there may have been many of whom we have 

no record. Prominence has been given to the case of Elijah as well as to Enoch, and the 

purpose of granting to prophets this great blessing is that they may minister upon the 

earth. Moreover, the Lord, of necessity, has kept authorized servants on the earth bearing 

the priesthood from the days of Adam to the present time; in fact, there has never been a 

moment from the beginning that there were not men on the earth holding the Holy 

Priesthood. (Moses 5:59.) Even in the days of apostasy, and apostasy has occurred 

several times, the Lord never surrendered this earth and permitted Satan to have complete

control. Even when the great apostasy occurred following the death of the Savior's 

apostles, our Father in heaven held control and had duly authorized servants on the earth 

to direct his work and to check, to some extent at least, the ravages and corruption of the 

evil powers. These servants were not permitted to organize the Church nor to officiate in 

the ordinances of the gospel, but they did check the advances of evil as far as the Lord 

deemed it necessary. This truth is made manifest in the statement of the Lord in the 

Doctrine and Covenants wherein the following appears: 

Wherefore, I will that all men shall repent, for all are under sin, except those 

which I have reserved unto myself, holy men that ye know not of. (D. & C. 49:8.) 

We know that John the Revelator and the three Nephites were granted the 

privilege of remaining on the earth in the translated state, to "bring souls unto Christ." 

We know that this was the request of John (D. & C., Sec. 7.) and likewise the desire of 

the three Nephites. (3 Nephi 28:4-18.) 

 

Entertained by Holy Messengers

 

It is reasonable to believe that they were engaged in this work as far as the Lord 

permitted them to go during these years of spiritual darkness. There are legends and 

stories which seem to be authentic, showing that these holy messengers were busy among

the nations of the earth, and men have been entertained by them unawares. (Hebrews 

13:2.) We may also well believe that these translated prophets have always been busy 

keeping constraint upon the acts of men and nations unbeknown to mortal man.

Translated beings have not passed through death; that is, they have not had the 

separation of the spirit and the body. This must wait until the coming of the Savior. In the

meantime they are busy fulfilling their glorious mission in preparing the way for the 

elders of Israel to go forth with the message of salvation in all parts of the world.

The Prophet Joseph Smith has given us, through revelation, much that we know 

about translated persons and the nature of their work in the following excerpts from his 

teachings:

 

A Place Prepared…

 

Now the doctrine of translation is a power which belongs to this Priesthood. There

are many things which belong to the powers of the Priesthood and the keys thereof, that 
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have been kept hid from before the foundation of the world; they are hid from the wise 

and prudent to be revealed in the last times.

Many have supposed that the doctrine of translation was a doctrine whereby men 

were taken immediately into the presence of God, and into an eternal fulness, but this is a

mistaken idea. Their place of habitation is that of the terrestrial order, and a place 

prepared for such characters He held in reserve to be ministering angels unto many 

planets, and who as yet have not entered into so great a fullness as those who are 

resurrected from the dead. "Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they 

might obtain a better resurrection." (See Hebrews 11:35.)

Now it was evident that there was a better resurrection, or else God would not 

have revealed it unto Paul. Wherein then, can it be said a better resurrection? This 

distinction is made between the doctrine of the actual resurrection and translation: 

translation obtains deliverance from the tortures and sufferings of the body, but their 

existence will prolong as to the labors and toils of the ministry, before they can enter into 

so great a rest and glory. (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, pp. 170-171) 

Translated bodies cannot enter into rest until they have undergone a change 

equivalent to death. Translated bodies are designed for future missions.

The angel that appeared to John on the Isle of Patmos was a translated or 

resurrected body (i.e., personage). Jesus Christ went in body after his resurrection to 

minister to resurrected bodies. There has been a chain of authority and power from Adam

down to the present time. (Ibid., p. 191) 

-- Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1957-1966), 2:44-47

Doctrine and Covenants 7:2

 

What is the nature of "translated beings," and what is their purpose?

 John the apostle became a "translated being." Joseph Smith observed that many 

have supposed that translated beings  "were taken immediately into the presence of God 

and into an eternal fullness, but [that] is a mistaken idea. Their place of habitation is that 

of the terrestrial order." The Prophet explained that translated beings obtain "deliverance 

from the tortures and sufferings of the body" so that their service and existence may be 

prolonged until they can be resurrected and "enter into so great a rest and glory" 

(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 170, 171).

The three Nephite disciples, for example, underwent one change—being 

quickened from their telestial state to a higher terrestrial level. A greater change would 

accompany Christ's second coming, equivalent to death and resurrection, resulting in 

their being moved from mortality to immortality "in the twinkling of an eye" (3 Nephi 

28:8; see also vv. 7, 9, 36-40).

The three Nephite disciples were also promised that they would never "taste of 

death" nor "endure the pains of death." This promise did not mean they would never die. 

Compare this promise with a similar statement in Doctrine and Covenants 42:46 that the 

righteous who "die in me shall not taste of death, for it shall be sweet unto them."
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Joseph Smith taught that "translated bodies are designed for future missions" 

(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 191). For example, Moses and Elias (or Elijah) 

bestowed the keys of the priesthood on Peter, James, and John on the Mount of 

Transfiguration before Christ inaugurated the resurrection (see Teachings of the Prophet 

Joseph Smith, 158). Because this bestowal is done by the laying on of physical hands, 

Moses and Elijah had to be blessed in such a way that they might retain their mortal 

bodies much longer than the normal life span. Similarly, John the Revelator (see John 

21:20-23) and the three Nephite disciples (see 3 Nephi 28) were translated so that they 

could remain on earth and labor to prepare the world for Christ's second coming. 

-- Richard O. Cowan; Answers to Your Questions About the Doctrine and Covenants 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1996), 13-14

Three Translated Nephites
 

Sensing even as he gave that general promise that the twelve disciples might have 

specific desires of their own, Jesus asked them one by one, "What is it that ye desire of 

me, after that I am gone to the Father?" 

Nine of them asked for the privilege of a sure and swift return to the Savior's side 

after their earthly ministries were complete. This the Master granted at the close of their 

designated term of mortality—seventy-two years.

The other three disciples held back, reluctant to express their desires. After all, 

who would not wish to be in the Savior's presence as soon—and as long—as possible. To

desire anything to the contrary could surely be misunderstood.

But Jesus perceived their thoughts and granted them their wish—to remain on the 

earth in a translated state to further the work of the ministry until the Savior's second 

coming. In granting their selfless request, Christ told them that had also been the request 

of the Apostle John, and that they would "never taste of death." Rather, they would "live 

to behold all the doings of the Father unto the children of men" until his return in glory. 

Mormon called this change upon the Three Nephites a "transfiguration," and they 

did have a transfiguring experience. However, the more traditional understanding of the 

status of these three is that they were "translated" beings.

A person who is transfigured is one who is temporarily taken into a higher, 

heavenly experience, as were Peter, James, and John, and then returned to a normal 

telestial status. As noted above, these three Nephites, as part of their translation 

experience, were also transfigured, caught up into heaven, where they "saw and heard 

unspeakable things.

"And it was forbidden them that they should utter; neither was it given unto them 

power that they could utter the things which they saw and heard." 

This circumstance and promise was so new to Mormon, who was reading and 

writing it nearly 400 years after it happened, that he did not initially know whether the 

three "were in the body or out of the body" during such a heavenly experience, or 

whether they had moved permanently beyond mortality into immortality. 

So moved was Mormon by this promise and the account of their deeds that he 

inquired of the Lord about their state. In reply, the Lord informed him that translated 

beings were still mortal but that a special change, more permanent than transfiguration, 
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was "wrought upon their bodies, that they might not suffer pain nor sorrow save it were 

for the sins of the world . . . , insomuch that Satan could have no power over them, that 

he could not tempt them; and they were sanctified in the flesh, that they were holy, and 

that the powers of the earth could not hold them." 

This terrestrial condition, however, was not to be their final state, for when Christ 

came they would move from mortality to immortality in an instantaneous, deathlike 

transition, being "changed in the twinkling of an eye." That would be a "greater change" 

than that of their translation, a permanent change that would put them forever beyond the 

pale of death and anchor them in "the kingdom of the Father to go no more out, but to 

dwell with God eternally in the heavens." 

From the heavenly transformation granted to these Nephites, involving in their 

case both a translation and a transfiguration, the three returned to minister among their 

people, teaching, baptizing, conferring the Holy Ghost. Prisons could not be built strong 

enough to hold them. Pits could not be dug deep enough to bury them. Three times they 

were cast into a furnace, and three times they came out without harm. Twice they were 

cast into a den of wild beasts, only to play with them as a child would a suckling lamb, 

receiving no harm. Such is not surprising when we remember that they (and therefore 

these animals?) now existed in a terrestrial state. When the earth is returned to its 

paradisiacal glory, the lamb will lie down with the lion, and all will be able to so play.

These three Nephites continue in their translated state today, just as when they 

went throughout the lands of Nephi. At one point Mormon was about to reveal their 

names to his latter-day readers, but he was forbidden by the Lord from doing so. 

Nevertheless, these three ministered to Mormon and Moroni, and they are yet ministering

to Jew, Gentile, and the scattered tribes of Israel, even all nations, kindreds, tongues, and 

people.

Mormon commented, "They are as the angels of God, and if they shall pray unto 

the Father in the name of Jesus they can show themselves unto whatsoever man it 

seemeth them good. "Therefore, great and marvelous works shall be wrought by them."  

-- Jeffrey R. Holland; Christ and the New Covenant: The Messianic Message of the Book

of Mormon 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1997), 305-307.

Holder of the Priesthood during Apostasy

Jesus and his apostles and hosts of believers in their day were all priests after this 

higher order, which Peter called "a royal priesthood." (1 Peter 2:5-9.) But with the 

martyrdom of the apostles, save John only, the keys of the kingdom were taken from 

mortals. The priesthood could no longer be conferred upon men, and the long night of 

apostate darkness fell upon the earth. During that day, only translated beings held the 

priesthood, and it so continued until those arose whose right it was by lineage to claim 

the holy order again in the day of restoration. (D&C 86:8-11.) 

-- Bruce R. McConkie, A New Witness for the Articles of Faith 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1985), 311.
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We acknowledge that through Adam all have died, that death through the fall 

must pass upon the whole human family, also upon the beasts of the field, the fishes of 

the sea and the fowls of the air and all the works of God, as far as this earth is concerned. 

It is a law that is unchangeable and irrevocable.  It is true a few have been translated, and 

there will be living upon the earth thousands and millions of people when the Messiah 

comes in power and great glory to reward every man according to the deeds done in the 

body, who will be changed in the twinkling of an eye, from mortality to immortality.  

Nevertheless, they must pass through the ordeal of death involved in the change that will 

come from them. 

-- Wilford Woodruff, Journal of Discourses, 23:126.

Minister to Other Worlds

It would appear that the translated residents of Enoch's city are under the direction

of Jesus, who is the Creator or worlds; and that He, holding the keys of the government 

of other worlds, could, in His administrations to them, select the translated people of 

Enoch's Zion, if He thought proper, to perform a mission to these various planets, and as 

death had not passed upon them, they could be prepared by Him and made use of through

the medium of the Holy Priesthood to acts as ambassadors, teachers, or messengers to 

those worlds over which Jesus holds the authority. We read in the Times and Seasons:

"And again, the 'twelve kingdoms,' which are under the above-mentioned 

Presidency of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, are governed by the same rules, and 

destined to the same honor. [Book Doc. and Cov., page 135, par. 13.*] For, 'Behold, I 

will liken these kingdoms unto a man having a field, and he sent forth his servants into 

the field to dig in the field. And he said unto the first: Go ye and labor in the field, and in 

the first hour I will come unto you, and ye shall behold the joy of my countenance. And 

he said unto the second: Go ye also into the field, and in the second hour I will visit you 

with the joy of my countenance. And also unto the third, saying: I will visit you; and unto

the fourth, and so on unto the twelfth.'"

It is further stated in this section: "Therefore, unto this parable I will liken all 

these kingdoms, and the inhabitants thereof--every kingdom in its hour, and in its time, 

and in its season, even according to the decree which God hath made."--Verse 61.

That is, each kingdom, or planet, and the inhabitants thereof, were blessed with 

the visits and presence of their Creator, in their several times and seasons.

It is recorded that to Jesus has been given all power in heaven and in earth, and 

from the foregoing quotations He evidently had power which He used to commission the 

citizens of the Zion of Enoch to go to other worlds on missions. In an extract from the 

teachings of the Prophet Joseph (elsewhere inserted) it is written:

 “Elijah was the last prophet that held the keys of this Priesthood, and who will, 

before the last dispensation, restore the authority and deliver the keys of this Priesthood, 

in order that all the ordinances may be attended to in righteousness. It is true that the 
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Savior had authority and power to bestow this blessing; but the sons of Levi were too 

prejudiced.”

Here Jesus paid deference to the Priesthood, who held keys relating to the 

ministration of its powers and blessings, but it is not unreasonable to suppose, when other

worlds are concerned, over whom also He holds the keys of salvation, that these 

considerations would not necessarily interpose, and that He would send or commission 

members of the translated Priesthood of Enoch's Zion amongst terrestrial worlds 

whithersoever it pleased Him, in the interests of the peoples thus situated.

-- John Taylor; The Mediation and Atonement of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret News, 1882), 76-78.

137



Process of translation

Receive from Him

There is a true doctrine on these points, a doctrine unknown to many and 

unbelieved by more, a doctrine that is spelled out as specifically and extensively in the 

revealed word as are any of the other great revealed truths. There is no need for 

uncertainty or misunderstanding; and surely, if the Lord reveals a doctrine, we should 

seek to learn its principles and strive to apply them in our lives. This doctrine is that 

mortal man, while in the flesh, has it in his power to see the Lord, to stand in his 

presence, to feel the nail marks in his hands and feet, and to receive from him such 

blessings as are reserved for those only who keep all his commandments and who are 

qualified for that eternal life which includes being in his presence forever. 

-- Bruce R. McConkie, A New Witness for the Articles of Faith 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1985), 492.

There will be no need for any man to say to you that Christ has come again to 

earth; but by the knowledge which God shall impart unto you, by the sight of your own 

eyes and the hearing of your own ears, you shall be able to testify that the Savior has 

again come to earth, clothed with power and immortality, and bringing with Him the holy

men and angels who exist with Him in the eternal world; and if you are faithful, you shall

be caught up to receive from Him the blessings which your acts upon earth have merited. 

-- Brian H. Stuy, ed., Collected Discourses, Abraham H. Cannon, 4:???

But there is one blessing that exceeds all the others and embodies within it all the 

blessings of the gospel. It is God's greatest gift unto his children—eternal life. And to 

obtain this blessing all members of the Church should be zealously, energetically striving 

with all their might. It is indeed far more valuable to us than all other things that we can 

possibly conceive of, for it means all that the name implies, eternal life. And we must not 

think that this is limited to the usual conception of a never ending life, for we have a 

much broader meaning to that term than merely that we shall continue to live after we 

have "shuffled off this mortal coil." No indeed, it means coming forth in the resurrection 

from the dead, crowned with immortality and eternal life, and in that term we mean an 

exalted life in the presence of God, for he is indeed the very Eternal One and eternal life 

means his life, to live with him forevermore, to receive from him, as has been promised, 

"all that the Father hath"—all this is embodied in that great and wonderful blessing which

we call eternal life. 

-- Rulon S. Wells, Conference Report, April 1921, 130.
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Qualifications for Translation

"They have not learned 'a' concerning Zion; and we have been traveling now 

forty-two years, and have we learned our a, b, c's? . . . I will say, scarcely. Have we seen 

it as a people? How long shall we travel, . . . how long shall God wait for us to sanctify 

ourselves and become one in the Lord, in our actions and in our ways for the building up 

of the kingdom of God, that he can bless us?" (Journal of Discourses 15:4) "How long, 

Latter-day Saints, before you will believe the Gospel as it is? The Lord has declared it to 

be his will that his people will enter into covenant, even as Enoch and his people did, 

which of necessity, must be before we shall have the privilege of building the Center 

Stake of Zion." (Journal of Discourses 18:263) 

-- Hugh Nibley, Approaching Zion, 

(Salt Lake City and Provo: Deseret Book, Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon

Studies, 1989), 35.

Approaching the Veil for our Endowment – ‘Gift’

We pointed out in the Egyptian Endowment that ancient temple veils represented 

the point or act of transition between man's sublunary life and the vast open reaches of 

the immensity of space beyond, into which one passes by passing through that veil. 

-- Hugh Nibley, Mormonism and Early Christianity, 

 (Salt Lake City and Provo: Deseret Book, Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon

Studies, 1987), 72-73.

The Brother of Jared at the Veil by M. Catherine Thomas

The temple is the narrow channel through which one must pass to reenter the 

Lord's presence. A mighty power pulls us through that channel, and it is the sealing 

power of the at-one-ment of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Savior's at-one-ment is another 

word for the sealing power. By the power of the at-one-ment, the Lord draws and seals 

his children to himself in the holy temples.

In scripture we can study how the ancient great ones were drawn through that 

narrow channel to find their heart's desire: we find, for example, Adam, cast out, bereft of

his Lord's presence, searching relentlessly in the lonely world until he finds the keys to 

that passage to the Lord. Abraham searches for his priesthood privileges (see Abraham 

1:1) and after a diligent quest exclaims, "Thy servant has sought thee earnestly; now I 

have found thee" (Abraham 2:12). Moses on Horeb, Lehi at the tree, Nephi on the 

mountain top—all these men conducted that search which is outlined and empowered in 

the temple endowment, gradually increasing the hold, the seal, between themselves and 

their Lord.
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This was the very search for which they were put on earth: to rend the veil of 

unbelief, to yield to the pull of the Savior's sealing power, to stand in the Lord's presence,

encircled about in the arms of his love (see D&C 6:20; 2 Nephi 1:15). This then is the 

temple endowment: having been cast out, to search diligently according to the revealed 

path, and at last to be clasped in the arms of Jesus (See Mormon 5:11). 

-- Donald W. Parry, ed., Temples of the Ancient World: Ritual and Symbolism 

(Salt Lake City and Provo: Deseret Book, Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon

Studies, 1994), 388-389.

Joseph and Oliver were transformed and made ready to penetrate the veil and 

receive divine direction and authority. 

-- Joseph Fielding McConkie, Joseph Smith: The Choice Seer 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1996) ???

In celebrating the sacrificial death of the Lord (Pulver calls his study "The Round 

Dance and the Crucifixion"), the Bishop would make the sacrifice, the veil of the gate 

being drawn aside as a sign of the straying of the former people; he would make the 

offering within the veil along with priests, deacons, authorized widows, subdeacons, 

deaconesses, readers and such as were endowed with spiritual gifts. 

-- Hugh Nibley; “The Early Christian Prayer Circle,” 

BYU Studies, Fall 1978, vol. 19, Number 1, 43.

From our discussion thus far we might conclude that there are many and varying 

degrees of light that make up the divine elements of glory that center in God. A portion of

this light—keep in mind that there is a veil that keeps us here in mortality from contact 

with all God's glory—in its grosser, less refined and less endowed form, constitutes the 

light of the sun, etc. But there are also more refined and more highly endowed forms of 

the light of God's glory that play a key role in quickening and sustaining life here on 

earth. 

-- Hyrum L. Andrus; The Glory of God and Man's Relation to Deity 

(Provo: BYU Extension Publications, 1964), 27.

And the time will come when the Lord shall have established his Church perfectly

upon the earth, and all things move in their proper course, that God will find a place 

adapted to every person, in which each will have more joy than in any other place and be 

able to do more good to the community than in any other. And we can find this 

measurably to-day if we are desirous to do so. For there is an ample sphere of labor for 

every man, and also for every woman, in this Church. Every man in this house, this 
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morning, whether bishop, teacher, or missionary to preach the Gospel, can find 

something to do for the exercise of the powers with which he is endowed, magnifying his

office or calling in the priesthood—for we nearly all have some portion of the priesthood.

If we seek for the spirit of that calling, we shall find plenty of opportunity for the exercise

of its duties. But the great difficulty is, many of us are content simply to be ordained to 

the priesthood. "I am a high priest, or seventy, or an elder, as the case may be, and am 

satisfied with my calling; and do not seek for anything further." Now, my brethren, there 

are privileges and powers pertaining to these callings—and we can read about them here 

in this book (Doctrine and Covenants), and what the various duties are of these different 

callings in the priesthood. The powers of the Aaronic priesthood reach out a great way, 

for we are told that that priesthood holds the keys of the ministration of angels. I wonder 

how many there are who obtain such a blessing as this? I do not know whether we are fit 

for communion with the higher powers, the beings sent forth to "minister unto the heirs 

of salvation." But we read that the Melchisedec priesthood contains greater powers than 

that. It not only holds the keys of the ministration of angels, but of communion with the 

heavenly Jerusalem, the general assembly and church of the first-born with Jesus Christ 

the Mediator of the new covenant and God the highest and holiest of all. And the time 

will come when under this priesthood to those who hold this authority and calling, and 

have the spirit of it and minister in that spirit and obtain the power thereof, the Lord will 

unveil his face and they shall gaze upon his glory. That time will come, for there is no 

word of the Lord revealed but what will come to pass. It may not come in the time and 

season we expect it, or when we are looking for it; but we may be assured that everything

that God has promised by the power of the Holy Ghost through his servants will come to 

pass in his due time. The time will come when the servants of the living God will purify 

themselves before him until they will be fit to receive these blessings. When that holy 

temple is built in Zion God will take away the veil from the eyes of his servants; and the 

day is yet to dawn when the sons of Moses and Aaron, having become sanctified to the 

renewing of their bodies, will administer in that holy house, and the veil will be taken 

away, and they will gaze upon the glories of that world now unseen, and upon the faces 

of beings now to them invisible; but it will be when they have purified themselves from 

the evils of this world, and are really the servants of the living God, and temples of the 

Holy Ghost. 

-- Charles W. Penrose; Journal of Discourses, 21:49-50.

And the Scriptures say that when the Lord shall bring again Zion her watchmen 

shall see eye to eye. They shall see alike, they shall comprehend alike, they shall be under

the same influence. What else shall it do? It shall show you of things to come. You shall 

be enabled to look through the dark vista of the unborn future, to draw aside the veil of 

the invisible world, and comprehend the things of God; to know your destiny and the 

destiny of the human family, and the events that will tanspire in coming ages and times. 

That is what the Holy Ghost will do, and therein is the difference between that Spirit and 

the little portion of that spirit which is given to every man to profit withal. 

-- John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 23:376.
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Christ and his prophets, particularly the dispensation heads, constitute the pattern 

to be followed by the Saints of all ages, that they too might stand in the presence of the 

Almighty. As the prophets have been trained, so their people are to be trained. Surely we 

do not have one system of salvation for Christ and the prophets and another for the rest of

us. If Christ and the prophets must await God's call, if they must be ordained by the 

laying on of hands, then how much more so do the rest of us who would be God's 

servants? If Christ and the prophets can utilize their priesthood only under the direction 

of those holding the keys, what of all others professing priesthood? If god be no respecter

of persons and if he consistently endows his prophets with power from on high, what of 

the others worthily seeking citizenship in his heavenly kingdom? Ought they not also to 

be invited into the place of the divine presence to be endowed with that same power? And

what of the panoramic vision common to the prophets of whom we have read? Is it 

necessary only for our leaders to have a sense of perspective or are all of us invited to 

stand where they have stood and see as they have seen? Joseph Smith responded to such a

question saying "...God hath not revealed anything to Joseph, but what He will make 

known unto the Twelve, and even the least Saint may know all things as fast as he is able 

to bear them" (TPJS 149). As the ancients knew of our prophet and of our day by 

revelation, so we have been invited to know of their prophets and of their day by 

revelation. And what of the doctrine of foreordination? Was it the province of Christ and 

prophets alone or did it extend to all who came to earth on God's errand? And what of the

ministering of angels and the appearance of God himself? Dare we say that those who 

strip themselves of jealousies and fears, humbling themselves before God, can rend the 

veil (see D&C 67:10)? Dare we suppose that all who have purified themselves might 

through "the power and manifestation of the Spirit, while in the flesh...be able to bear his 

presence in the world of glory," and that of his holy angels also (see D&C 76:118)? 

Surely we have been invited to follow Christ and his prophets for no other reason than 

that we might go where they have gone, experience what they have experienced, and 

receive those rewards which they have received. 

-- H. Donl Peterson and Charles D. Tate, Jr., eds.;

 The Pearl of Great Price: Revelations from God 

(Provo: BYU Religious Studies Center, 1989), 89-90.

And though we cannot claim these promises which were made to the ancients for 

they are not our property, merely because they were made to the ancient Saints, yet if we 

are the children of the Most High, and are called with the same calling with which they 

were called, and embrace the same covenant that they embraced, and are faithful to the 

testimony of our Lord as they were, we can approach the Father in the name of Christ as 

they approached Him, and for ourselves obtain the same promises. 

-- Alma P. Burton comp.; Joseph Smith, Discourses of the Prophet Joseph Smith,

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1977), 82-83.

142



Any Righteous Man Can See God

 

The Lord has established all things in order and has given us a perfect system. We

cannot improve upon it. If we would carry out that which the Lord has revealed, as he has

revealed it, then all things would be perfect; for the organization is a perfect organization:

the theory of it, the plan of it, is without flaw. If we followed all the orders that have been

given to us in the priesthood and otherwise; if we would put into practice the great 

doctrines which have been revealed in the revelations contained in the holy scriptures, it 

would only be a matter of a very short time until this great people would be in the same 

condition, absolutely, as were the people in the city of Enoch. We would be able to walk 

with God, we would be able to behold his face, because then faith would abound in the 

hearts of the people to the extent that it would be impossible for the Lord to withhold 

himself, and he would reveal himself unto us as he has done in times past. [Conference 

Report, Apr., 1921, p. 40; Joseph Fielding Smith, Teaching's of the Prophet Joseph 

Smith, pp. 8-9; Ether 3:17-20; 4:7] 

-- Bruce R. McConkie ed.; Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1954-1956), 1:3.

Translation & the Endowment

The second reason Zion is preserved is that it is the center of temple work, the 

work of the Millennium. Ether points out that when the city of Enoch returns to earth, it 

will contain "the holy sanctuary of the Lord" (Ether 13:3). Likewise, John notes that 

when "the holy city, new Jerusalem, [comes] down from God out of heaven . . . the 

tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them" (Rev. 21:2-3). Enoch saw 

the same thing (Moses 7:62). Elder Franklin D. Richards said he wished to speak a word 

in reference to the three Nephites. They wanted to tarry until Jesus came, and that they 

might He took them into the heavens and endowed them with the power of translation, 

probably in one of Enoch's temples, and brought them back to the earth. Thus they 

received power to live until the coming of the Son of Man. I believe He took them to 

Enoch's city and gave them their endowments there. I expect that in the city of Enoch 

there are temples; and when Enoch and his people come back, they will come back with 

their city, their temples, blessings and powers. 

-- F. D. Richards; Journal of Discourses 25:236-237.

Remember that Enoch's people, being translated, retain physical bodies and thus 

remain in a position to utilize temples to further the work. Similarly, Zion on this 

continent will include temples of the Most High. Joseph Smith explained that in the 

center place of Zion there would be 24 temples; 12 for the work of the Aaronic 

Priesthood and 12 for the work of the Melchizedek Priesthood. These temples are to have

143



divinely inspired names as revealed to the Prophet. On three of those edifices shall be 

found the name, "House of the Lord for the Presidency of the High and most Holy 

Priesthood, after the order of Melchizedek, which was after the order of the Son of God, 

upon Mount Zion, City of the New Jerusalem." And on each house is to also be written, 

"Holiness to the Lord" 

-- Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 1:359

Translated by the Lord

Whether the Lord will that I be translated, or that I suffer the will of the Lord in 

the flesh, it mattereth not, if it so be that I am saved in the kingdom of God. Amen. 

(15:34 )

Why did Moroni quote the last words of Ether? Is it to give its a hint that Ether 

was translated by the Lord? 

-- Sidney B. Sperry; Book of Mormon Compendium 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1968), 481

Behold, this we know, that he was a righteous man; and the saying went abroad in

the church that he was taken up by the Spirit, or buried by the hand of the Lord, even as 

Moses. But behold, the scriptures saith the Lord took Moses unto himself; and we 

suppose that he has also received Alma in the spirit unto himself; therefore, for this cause

we know nothing concerning his death and burial. (45:19)

This quotation is an exceedingly interesting one. It is possible that the writer was 

attempting to imply that Alma had been translated, even as Moses was translated by the 

Lord. 

-- Sidney B. Sperry; Book of Mormon Compendium 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1968), 364

Individual Interviews for Translation

Enoch

Those who saw the Lord, and who understood his gospel, taught the saving truths 

to their fellow mortals so that others might believe and gain spiritual experiences of their 

own. Enoch, who was present in the great Adam-ondi-Ahman congregation when the 

Lord appeared, also had continual personal communion with him. "He saw the Lord, and 
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he walked with him, and was before his face continually; and he walked with God three 

hundred and sixty-five years," before he was translated. (D&C 107:49; Moses 6:39.)

 It may well be that more people saw the Lord in Enoch's day than at any other 

time in the entire history of the earth, or that more people saw him than at all other times 

combined. "I beheld the heavens open, and I was clothed upon with glory," Enoch said, 

"And I saw the Lord; and he stood before my face, and he talked with me, even as a man 

talketh one with another, face to face; and he said unto me: Look, and I will show unto 

thee the world for the space of many generations." Enoch was commanded to preach and 

baptize, and the resultant faith among his converts was so great that the record says: "The

Lord came and dwelt with his people, and they dwelt in righteousness." The Lord called 

his people Zion; they built the City of Holiness, even Zion, which in process of time was 

taken up into heaven. Then Enoch "was high and lifted up, even in the bosom of the 

Father, and of the Son of Man," which is to say that he saw both the Father and the Son 

and conversed with them. There are then recorded some three and a half pages of these 

conversations, some statements being made by the Father, others by the Son. (Moses 7.) 

-- Bruce R. McConkie; The Promised Messiah: The First Coming of Christ 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1978), 598

Only one exception occurs to this general rule—in the case of Enoch; when, 

instead of the usual brief notice how many years he "lived" after the birth of his son, we 

read that "he walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years;" and 

instead of the simple closing statement that "he died," we are not only a second time told 

that "Enoch walked with God," but also that "he was not; for God took him." Thus both 

his life and his translation are connected with his "walk with God." This expression is 

unique in Scripture, and except in reference to Noah (Gen. 6:9) only occurs again in 

connection with the priest's intercourse with God in the holy place (Mal. 2:6). Thus it 

indicates a peculiarly intimate, close, and personal converse with Jehovah. Alike the life, 

the work, and the removal of Enoch are thus explained in the Epistle to the Hebrews: "By

faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God 

had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God" 

(Heb. 11:5). His translation was like that of Elijah (2 Kings 2:10), and like what that of 

the saints shall be at the second coming of our blessed Lord (1 Corinthians 15:51, 52). In 

this connection it is very remarkable that Enoch "prophesied" of the very thing which was

manifested in his own case, "saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His 

saints, to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of 

all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard 

speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 

-- Alfred Edersheim, Old Testament Bible History, 1:???

Alma the Younger
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And it came to pass that after he had poured out his whole soul to God, the voice of the 

Lord came to him, saying:

Blessed art thou, Alma, and blessed are they who were baptized in the waters of Mormon.

Thou art blessed because of thy exceeding faith in the words alone of my servant 

Abinadi.

And blessed are they because of their exceeding faith in the words alone which thou hast 

spoken unto them.

And blessed art thou because thou hast established a church among this people; and they 

shall be established, and they shall be my people.

Yea, blessed is this people who are willing to bear my name; for in my name shall they 

be called; and they are mine.

And because thou hast inquired of me concerning the transgressor, thou art blessed.

Thou art my servant; and I covenant with thee that thou shalt have eternal life; and thou 

shalt serve me and go forth in my name, and shalt gather together my sheep.

And he that will hear my voice shall be my sheep; and him shall ye receive into the 

church, and him will I also receive.

For behold, this is my church; whosoever is baptized shall be baptized unto repentance. 

And whomsoever ye receive shall believe in my name; and him will I freely forgive. 

(Mosiah 26:14-22)

Three Nephites

And when he had spoken unto them, he turned himself unto the three, and said unto them:

What will ye that I should do unto you, when I am gone unto the Father?

And they sorrowed in their hearts, for they durst not speak unto him the thing which they 

desired.

And he said unto them: Behold, I know your thoughts, and ye have desired the thing 

which John, my beloved, who was with me in my ministry, before that I was lifted up by 

the Jews, desired of me.

Therefore, more blessed are ye, for ye shall never taste of death; but ye shall live to 

behold all the doings of the Father unto the children of men, even until all things shall be 

fulfilled according to the will of the Father, when I shall come in my glory with the 

powers of heaven.

And ye shall never endure the pains of death; but when I shall come in my glory ye shall 

be changed in the twinkling of an eye from mortality to immortality; and then shall ye be 

blessed in the kingdom of my Father.

And again, ye shall not have pain while ye shall dwell in the flesh, neither sorrow save it 

be for the sins of the world; and all this will I do because of the thing which ye have 

desired of me, for ye have desired that ye might bring the souls of men unto me, while the

world shall stand.

And for this cause ye shall have fulness of joy; and ye shall sit down in the kingdom of 

my Father; yea, your joy shall be full, even as the Father hath given me fulness of joy; 

and ye shall be even as I am, and I am even as the Father; and the Father and I are one;

And the Holy Ghost beareth record of the Father and me; and the Father giveth the Holy 

Ghost unto the children of men, because of me.
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And it came to pass that when Jesus had spoken these words, he touched every one of 

them with his finger save it were the three who were to tarry, and then he departed.

And behold, the heavens were opened, and they were caught up into heaven, and saw and

heard unspeakable things. (3 Nephi 28:4-13)

Individual Translation Processes

Enoch

In the Secrets of Enoch we have an account of Enoch being taken unto the presence of 

the Lord. In this instance the Lord instructs Michael, "Go and take Enoch from out his 

earthly garments, and anoint him with my sweet ointment, and put him into the garments 

of My glory." This having been done, Enoch records, "I looked at myself, and was like 

one of his glorious ones." (2 Enoch 22:8-9.) In another Enoch manuscript, an account is 

given of Enoch being taken again into the heavenly court, clothed with the garments of 

glory, and invited to sit upon the heavenly throne. He had a crown placed upon his head, 

and was called the "Lesser YHWH" (Jehovah) in the presence of the heavenly household.

(3 Enoch 12:2-5.) 

-- Joseph Fielding McConkie; Gospel Symbolism, 

(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1985), 134

Three Nephites

See quote by Franklin D Richards in section Translation & the Endowment
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Translation Experiences

Translated People from the Scriptures

Individual Translations

Enoch

And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. (Genesis 5:24)

By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because 

God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased 

God. (Hebrews 11:5 )

And he [Enoch] saw the Lord, and he walked with him, and was before his face 

continually; and he walked with God three hundred and sixty-five years, making him four

hundred and thirty years old when he was translated. (D&C 107:49)

Moses

And when Alma had done this he departed out of the land of Zarahemla, as if to go into 

the land of Melek. And it came to pass that he was never heard of more; as to his death or

burial we know not of.

Behold, this we know, that he was a righteous man; and the saying went abroad in the 

church that he was taken up by the Spirit, or buried by the hand of the Lord, even as 

Moses. But behold, the scriptures saith the Lord took Moses unto himself; and we 

suppose that he has also received Alma in the spirit, unto himself; therefore, for this 

cause we know nothing concerning his death and burial. (Alma 45:18-19)

And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up 

into an high mountain apart,

And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was 

white as the light.

And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.
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Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, 

let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.

While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of

the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.

And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. (Matthew 

17:1-6)

Elijah

And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a 

chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a 

whirlwind into heaven. (2 King 2:11)

And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up 

into an high mountain apart,

And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was 

white as the light.

And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.

Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, 

let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.

While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of

the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.

And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. (Matthew 

17:1-6)

John the Beloved

Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till 

they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom. (Matthew 16:28)

Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?

Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou 

me.

Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet 

Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is 

that to thee? (John 21:21-23)

And he said unto them: Behold, I know your thoughts, and ye have desired the thing 

which John, my beloved, who was with me in my ministry, before that I was lifted up by 

the Jews, desired of me.

Therefore, more blessed are ye, for ye shall never taste of death; but ye shall live to 

behold all the doings of the Father unto the children of men, even until all things shall be 
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fulfilled according to the will of the Father, when I shall come in my glory with the 

powers of heaven.

And ye shall never endure the pains of death; but when I shall come in my glory ye shall 

be changed in the twinkling of an eye from mortality to immortality; and then shall ye be 

blessed in the kingdom of my Father. (3 Nephi 28:6-8)

And the Lord said unto me: John, my beloved, what desirest thou? For if you shall ask 

what you will, it shall be granted unto you.

And I said unto him: Lord, give unto me power over death, that I may live and bring 

souls unto thee.

And the Lord said unto me: Verily, verily, I say unto thee, because thou desirest this thou 

shalt tarry until I come in my glory, and shalt prophesy before nations, kindreds, tongues 

and people.

And for this cause the Lord said unto Peter: If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that 

to thee? For he desired of me that he might bring souls unto me, but thou desiredst that 

thou mightest speedily come unto me in my kingdom.

I say unto thee, Peter, this was a good desire; but my beloved has desired that he might do

more, or a greater work yet among men than what he has before done.

Yea, he has undertaken a greater work; therefore I will make him as flaming fire and a 

ministering angel; he shall minister for those who shall be heirs of salvation who dwell 

on the earth.

And I will make thee to minister for him and for thy brother James; and unto you three I 

will give this power and the keys of this ministry until I come.

Verily I say unto you, ye shall both have according to your desires, for ye both joy in that

which ye have desired. (D&C 7:1-8)

“The Spirit of the Lord fell upon Joseph in an unusual manner, and he prophesied that 

John the Revelator was then among the Ten Tribes of Israel who had been led away by 

Shalmaneser king of Assyria to prepare them for their return from their long dispersion to

again possess the land of their fathers.” 

-- Joseph Smith; History of the Church, 1:195.

Saints Living in the Old World

[Some Saints living in the Old World during the early Christian Era, following the death 

and resurrection of the Savior]

Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till 

they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom. (Matthew 16:28)

And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here,

which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power. 

(Mark 9:1)
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But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till 

they see the kingdom of God. (Luke 9:27)

Nephi, the Son of Helaman

Then he departed out of the land, and whither he went, no man knoweth; and his son 

Nephi did keep the records in his stead, yea, the record of this people. (3 Nephi 1:3)

Alma the Younger

And when Alma had done this he departed out of the land of Zarahemla, as if to go into 

the land of Melek. And it came to pass that he was never heard of more; as to his death or

burial we know not of.

Behold, this we know, that he was a righteous man; and the saying went abroad in the 

church that he was taken up by the Spirit, or buried by the hand of the Lord, even as 

Moses. But behold, the scriptures saith the Lord took Moses unto himself; and we 

suppose that he has also received Alma in the spirit, unto himself; therefore, for this 

cause we know nothing concerning his death and burial. (Alma 45:18-19)

Ether

Now the last words which are written by Ether are these: Whether the Lord will that I be 

translated, or that I suffer the will of the Lord in the flesh, it mattereth not, if it so be that 

I am saved in the kingdom of God. Amen. (Ether 15:34)

Many Saints Between the Time of Enoch & Melchizedek

And Enoch beheld angels descending out of heaven, bearing testimony of the Father and 

Son; and the Holy Ghost fell on many, and they were caught up by the powers of heaven 

into Zion. (Moses 7:27)

And men having this faith, coming up unto this order of God, were translated and taken 

up into heaven. (JST Genesis 14:32)

Mass Translations
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Three Nephites

And it came to pass when Jesus had said these words, he spake unto his disciples, one by 

one, saying unto them: What is it that ye desire of me, after that I am gone to the Father?

And they all spake, save it were three, saying: We desire that after we have lived unto the

age of man, that our ministry, wherein thou hast called us, may have an end, that we may 

speedily come unto thee in thy kingdom.

And he said unto them: Blessed are ye because ye desired this thing of me; therefore, 

after that ye are seventy and two years old ye shall come unto me in my kingdom; and 

with me ye shall find rest.

And when he had spoken unto them, he turned himself unto the three, and said unto them:

What will ye that I should do unto you, when I am gone unto the Father?

And they sorrowed in their hearts, for they durst not speak unto him the thing which they 

desired.

And he said unto them: Behold, I know your thoughts, and ye have desired the thing 

which John, my beloved, who was with me in my ministry, before that I was lifted up by 

the Jews, desired of me.

Therefore, more blessed are ye, for ye shall never taste of death; but ye shall live to 

behold all the doings of the Father unto the children of men, even until all things shall be 

fulfilled according to the will of the Father, when I shall come in my glory with the 

powers of heaven.

And ye shall never endure the pains of death; but when I shall come in my glory ye shall 

be changed in the twinkling of an eye from mortality to immortality; and then shall ye be 

blessed in the kingdom of my Father.

And again, ye shall not have pain while ye shall dwell in the flesh, neither sorrow save it 

be for the sins of the world; and all this will I do because of the thing which ye have 

desired of me, for ye have desired that ye might bring the souls of men unto me, while the

world shall stand.

And for this cause ye shall have fulness of joy; and ye shall sit down in the kingdom of 

my Father; yea, your joy shall be full, even as the Father hath given me fulness of joy; 

and ye shall be even as I am, and I am even as the Father; and the Father and I are one;

And the Holy Ghost beareth record of the Father and me; and the Father giveth the Holy 

Ghost unto the children of men, because of me.

And it came to pass that when Jesus had spoken these words, he touched every one of 

them with his finger save it were the three who were to tarry, and then he departed.

And behold, the heavens were opened, and they were caught up into heaven, and saw and

heard unspeakable things.

And it was forbidden them that they should utter; neither was it given unto them power 

that they could utter the things which they saw and heard;

And whether they were in the body or out of the body, they could not tell; for it did seem 

unto them like a transfiguration of them, that they were changed from this body of flesh 

into an immortal state, that they could behold the things of God.

But it came to pass that they did again minister upon the face of the earth; nevertheless 

they did not minister of the things which they had heard and seen, because of the 

commandment which was given them in heaven.
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And now, whether they were mortal or immortal, from the day of their transfiguration, I 

know not;

But this much I know, according to the record which hath been given—they did go forth 

upon the face of the land, and did minister unto all the people, uniting as many to the 

church as would believe in their preaching; baptizing them, and as many as were baptized

did receive the Holy Ghost.

And they were cast into prison by them who did not belong to the church. And the 

prisons could not hold them, for they were rent in twain.

And they were cast down into the earth; but they did smite the earth with the word of 

God, insomuch that by his power they were delivered out of the depths of the earth; and 

therefore they could not dig pits sufficient to hold them.

And thrice they were cast into a furnace and received no harm.

And twice were they cast into a den of wild beasts; and behold they did play with the 

beasts as a child with a suckling lamb, and received no harm.

And it came to pass that thus they did go forth among all the people of Nephi, and did 

preach the gospel of Christ unto all people upon the face of the land; and they were 

converted unto the Lord, and were united unto the church of Christ, and thus the people 

of that generation were blessed, according to the word of Jesus.

And now I, Mormon, make an end of speaking concerning these things for a time.

Behold, I was about to write the names of those who were never to taste of death, but the 

Lord forbade; therefore I write them not, for they are hid from the world.

But behold, I have seen them, and they have ministered unto me.

And behold they will be among the Gentiles, and the Gentiles shall know them not.

They will also be among the Jews, and the Jews shall know them not.

And it shall come to pass, when the Lord seeth fit in his wisdom that they shall minister 

unto all the scattered tribes of Israel, and unto all nations, kindreds, tongues and people, 

and shall bring out of them unto Jesus many souls, that their desire may be fulfilled, and 

also because of the convincing power of God which is in them.

And they are as the angels of God, and if they shall pray unto the Father in the name of 

Jesus they can show themselves unto whatsoever man it seemeth them good.

Therefore, great and marvelous works shall be wrought by them, before the great and 

coming day when all people must surely stand before the judgment-seat of Christ;

Yea even among the Gentiles shall there be a great and marvelous work wrought by 

them, before that judgment day.

And if ye had all the scriptures which give an account of all the marvelous works of 

Christ, ye would, according to the words of Christ, know that these things must surely 

come.

And wo be unto him that will not hearken unto the words of Jesus, and also to them 

whom he hath chosen and sent among them; for whoso receiveth not the words of Jesus 

and the words of those whom he hath sent receiveth not him; and therefore he will not 

receive them at the last day;

And it would be better for them if they had not been born. For do ye suppose that ye can 

get rid of the justice of an offended God, who hath been trampled under feet of men, that 

thereby salvation might come?
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And now behold, as I spake concerning those whom the Lord hath chosen, yea, even 

three who were caught up into the heavens, that I knew not whether they were cleansed 

from mortality to immortality—

But behold, since I wrote, I have inquired of the Lord, and he hath made it manifest unto 

me that there must needs be a change wrought upon their bodies, or else it needs be that 

they must taste of death;

Therefore, that they might not taste of death there was a change wrought upon their 

bodies, that they might not suffer pain nor sorrow save it were for the sins of the world.

Now this change was not equal to that which shall take place at the last day; but there was

a change wrought upon them, insomuch that Satan could have no power over them, that 

he could not tempt them; and they were sanctified in the flesh, that they were holy, and 

that the powers of the earth could not hold them.

And in this state they were to remain until the judgment day of Christ; and at that day 

they were to receive a greater change, and to be received into the kingdom of the Father 

to go no more out, but to dwell with God eternally in the heavens. (3 Nephi 28:1-40)

City Translations

City of Enoch

I am the same which have taken the Zion of Enoch into mine own bosom; and verily, I 

say, even as many as have believed in my name, for I am Christ, and in mine own name, 

by the virtue of the blood which I have spilt, have I pleaded before the Father for them. 

(D&C 38:4)

Wherefore, hearken ye together and let me show unto you even my wisdom—the wisdom

of him whom ye say is the God of Enoch, and his brethren,

Who were separated from the earth, and were received unto myself—a city reserved until

a day of righteousness shall come—a day which was sought for by all holy men, and they

found it not because of wickedness and abominations;

And confessed they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth;

But obtained a promise that they should find it and see it in their flesh. (D&C 45:11-14)

And the Lord called his people ZION, because they were of one heart and one mind, and 

dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.

 And Enoch continued his preaching in righteousness unto the people of God. And it 

came to pass in his days, that he built a city that was called the City of Holiness, even 

ZION.

And it came to pass that Enoch talked with the Lord; and he said unto the Lord: Surely 

Zion shall dwell in safety forever. But the Lord said unto Enoch: Zion have I blessed, but 

the residue of the people have I cursed.
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And it came to pass that the Lord showed unto Enoch all the inhabitants of the earth; and 

he beheld, and lo, Zion, in process of time, was taken up into heaven. And the Lord said 

unto Enoch: Behold mine abode forever.

And thou hast taken Zion to thine own bosom, from all thy creations, from all eternity to 

all eternity; and naught but peace, justice, and truth is the habitation of thy throne; and 

mercy shall go before thy face and have no end; how is it thou canst weep?

And the Lord said unto Enoch: Then shalt thou and all thy city meet them there, and we 

will receive them into our bosom, and they shall see us; and we will fall upon their necks,

and they shall fall upon our necks, and we will kiss each other;

And Enoch and all his people walked with God, and he dwelt in the midst of Zion; and it 

came to pass that Zion was not, for God received it up into his own bosom; and from 

thence went forth the saying, ZION IS FLED. (Moses 17:18-21, 31, 63, 69)

City of Salem

And now, Melchizedek was a priest of this order; therefore he obtained peace in Salem, 

and was called the Prince of peace.

And his people wrought righteousness, and obtained heaven, and sought for the city of 

Enoch which God had before taken, separating it from the earth, having reserved it unto 

the latter days, or the end of the world; (JST Genesis 14:33-34)

Translated People from Jewish Tradition

Comprehensive List

This list was retrieved in part from a paper done on Translated Beings by John A. 

Tvedtnes, though his list did not have any of the explicit references or content for the 

named individuals and cities. Also there were some mistakes in the list which have been 

corrected and some additions made.  While some of the sources sometimes do not seem 

to reflect clearly the translation of these people, others are very clear.  These individuals 

are predominately from the Old Testament and are commented upon in Jewish tradition 

most prominently in a 7 volume work called ‘The Legends of the Jews’.  The characters 

so named as translated beings are -  

Methuselah Son of Enoch and grandfather of Noah 

Eliezer Servant of Abraham

Serah Daughter of Asher - Is held to have been a prophetess

Bithiah Daughter of Pharaoh - Rescued Moses from the water and 

raised him

Moses Prophet of Israel

Phinehas Grandson of Aaron
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Three sons of Korah Who rejected their father’s wickedness

City of Luz

*Jabez Often identified with the judge Othniel

Othniel Israelite Judge of the Scholar Class

Chileab Son of David

Hiram Builder of Solomon’s Temple

Elijah Israelite Prophet

Jonah Israelite Prophet

Ebed-melech Ethiopian servant of King Zedekiah - helped the prophet 

Jeremiah

Baruch Scribe to the prophet Jeremiah

Hiram King of Tyre - Provided materials for Solomon’s Temple

*Jonadab & Descendants  The Rechabite

Ezra Led a group of Jews to Jerusalem from Babylonian 

captivity

*Some post-biblical rabbis and others

[* Denotes no source found, but contained in list by John A. Tvedtnes]

(For details, see Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 7 vols. (Philadelphia: 

Jewish Publication Society of America, 1938) - 1:297; 2:116, 270-1; 4:30, 118, 155, 202, 

253, 323; 5:95-96, 165, 263, 356-7, 435; 6:104, 187, 351, 400, 409, 412, 425, 446. 

Ginzberg also noted that some Christian and Muslim writers identified Jeremiah, rather 

than his scribe Baruch, as the one who was translated (The Legend of the Jews, 7 Vols. - 

6:400, 412).)

Individual Translations

Methuselah - Son of Enoch and Grandfather of Noah

He was so pious a man that he composed two hundred and thirty parables in 

praise of God for every word he uttered. When he died, the people heard a great 

commotion in the heavens, and they saw nine hundred rows of mourners corresponding 

to the nine hundred orders of the Mishnah which he had studied, and tears flowed from 

the eyes of the holy beings down upon the spot where he died. 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 1:141.

Eliezer – The Servant of Abraham
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Greatest reward of all, God found him worthy of entering Paradise alive, a 

distinction that fell to the lot of very few. 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 1:306.

Serah – Daughter of Asher

All the years of Joseph's separation from him Jacob had had no prophetic visions, 

because he was always sad, and only when Serah's words reawakened the feeling of 

happiness in his heart, the prophetic spirit again took possession of him. Jacob rewarded 

her therefor with the words, "My daughter, may death never have power over thee, for 

thou didst revive my spirit." And so it was. Serah did not die, she entered Paradise alive. 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 2:116.

Bithiah – Daughter of Pharaoh who Saved Moses

He [Pharaoh] said to the princess: "Moses was not thy child, yet thou didst treat 

him as such. For this I will call thee My daughter, though thou art not My daughter," and 

therefore the princess, the daughter of Pharaoh, bears the name Bithiah, "the daughter of 

God." She married Caleb later on, and he was a suitable husband for her. As she stood up 

against her father's wicked counsels, so Caleb stood up against the counsel of his fellow-

messengers sent to spy out the land of Canaan. For rescuing Moses and for her other 

pious deeds, she was permitted to enter Paradise alive. 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 2:270.

Moses – The Prophet

Now as he went thence to the place where he was to vanish out of their sight, they

all followed after him weeping; but Moses beckoned with his hand to those that were 

remote from him, and bade them stay behind in quiet, while he exhorted those that were 

near to him that they would not render his departure so lamentable.  Whereupon they 

thought they ought to grant him that favour, to let him depart according as he himself 

desired; so they restrained themselves, though weeping still towards one another.  All 

those who accompanied him were the senate, and Eleazar the high priest, and Joshua their

commander.  Now as soon as they were come to the mountain called Abarim, (which is a 
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very high mountain, situate over against Jericho, and one that affords, to such as are upon

it, a prospect of the greatest part of the excellent land of Canaan,) he dismissed the 

senate; and as he was going to embrace Eleazar and Joshua, and was still discoursing 

with them, a cloud stood over him on the sudden, and he disappeared in a certain valley, 

although he wrote in the holy books that he died, which was done out of fear, lest they 

should venture to say that, because of his extraordinary virtue, he went to God. 

-- Flavius Josephus; Antiquities of the Jews, 

(New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston), 4:48.

Phinehas - Grandson of Aaron

In those days God spake to Phinehas: "Thou art one hundred and twenty years 

old, thou hast reached the natural term of man's life. Go now, betake thyself to the 

mountain Danaben, and remain there many years. I will command the eagles to sustain 

thee with food, so that thou returnest not to men until the time when thou lockest fast the 

clouds and openest them again. Then I will carry thee to the place where those are who 

were before thee, and there thou wilt tarry until I visit the world, and bring thee thither to 

taste of death." . 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews,

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 4:53.

Othneil – Israelite Judge

Othniel, however, was held so little answerable for the causes that had brought on 

the punishment of the people, that God granted him eternal life; he is one of the few who 

reached Paradise alive. 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 4:30.

Chileab - Son of David

Chileab was a son worthy of his mother Abigail. The meaning of his name is "like

the father," which had been given him because of his striking resemblance to David in 

appearance, a circumstance that silenced the talk against David's all too hasty marriage 

with the widow of Nabal. Intellectually, too, Chileab testified to David's paternity. In 

fact, he excelled his father in learning, as he did even the teacher of David, 

Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan. On account of his piety he is one of the few who 

have entered Paradise alive. 
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--- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 4:118.

Hiram – Builder of Solomon’s Temple

After the dedication of the Temple, however, the workmen died off, lest they 

build similar structures for the heathen and their gods. Their wages they were to receive 

from God in the world to come, and the master workman, Hiram, was rewarded by being 

permitted to reach Paradise alive. 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 4:155.

Elijah – The Prophet

About three years later, Elijah was taken up into heaven, but not without first 

undergoing a struggle with the Angel of Death. He refused to let Elijah enter heaven at 

his translation, on the ground that he exercised jurisdiction over all mankind, Elijah not 

excepted. God maintained that at the creation of heaven and earth He had explicitly 

ordered the Angel of Death to grant entrance to the living prophet, but the Angel of Death

insisted that by Elijah's translation God had given just cause for complaint to all other 

men, who could not escape the doom of death. Thereupon God: "Elijah is not like other 

men. He is able to banish thee from the world, only thou dost not recognize his strength." 

With the consent of God, a combat took place between Elijah and the Angel of Death. 

The prophet was victorious, and, if God had not restrained him, he would have 

annihilated his opponent. Holding his defeated enemy under his feet, Elijah ascended 

heavenward. 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 4:200-201.

Jonah – The Prophet

Jonah's suffering in the watery abyss had been so severe that by way of 

compensation of God exempted him from death: living he was permitted to enter 

Paradise. 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 4:253.
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Ebed-melech - Ethiopian Servant of King Zedekiah

On the day before the destruction of the Temple, shortly before the enemy forced 

his way into the city, the Ethiopian was sent, by the prophet Jeremiah acting under Divine

instruction, to a certain place in front of the gates of the city, to dole out refreshments to 

the poor from a little basket of figs he was to carry with him. Ebed-melech reached the 

spot, but the heat was so intense that he fell asleep under a tree, and there he slept for 

sixty-six years. When he woke up, the figs were still fresh and juicy, but all the 

surroundings had so changed, he could not make out where he was. His confusion 

increased when he entered the city to seek Jeremiah, and found nothing as it had been. He

accosted an old man, and asked him the name of the place. When he was told it was 

Jerusalem, Ebed-melech cried out in amazement: "Where is Jeremiah, where is Baruch, 

and where are all the people?" The old man was not a little astonished at these questions. 

How was it possible that one who had known Jeremiah and Jerusalem should be ignorant 

of the events that had passed sixty years before? In brief words he told Ebed-melech of 

the destruction of the Temple and of the captivity of the people, but what he said found 

no credence with his auditor. Finally Ebed-melech realized that God had performed a 

great miracle for him, so that he had been spared the sight of Israel's misfortune. 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 4:318-319.

Baruch – Jeremiah’s Scribe

Other Divine visions were vouchsafed him. The whole future of mankind was 

unrolled before his eyes, especially the history of Israel, and he learned that the coming 

of the Messiah would put an end to all sorrow and misery, and usher in the reign of peace

and joy among men. As for him, he would be removed from the earth, he was told, but 

not through death, and only in order to be kept safe against the coming of the end of all 

time. . 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 4:322.

Hiram – King of Tyre

As Hiram was thus floating above the earth, in his vain imagination deeming 

himself superior to the rest of men, he suddenly perceived the prophet Ezekiel next to 

himself. He had been waved thither by a wind. Frightened and amazed, Hiram asked the 

prophet how he had risen to his heights. The answer was: "God brought me here, and He 
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bade me ask thee why thou art so proud, thou born of woman?" The king of Tyre replied 

defiantly: "I am not one born of woman; I live forever, and as God resides on the sea, so 

my abode is on the sea, and as He inhabits seven heavens, so do I. See how many kings I 

have survived! Twenty-one of the House of David, and as many of the Kingdom of the 

Ten Tribes, and no less than fifty prophets and ten high priests have I buried." Thereupon

God said: "I will destroy My house, that henceforth Hiram may have no reason for self-

glorification, because all his pride comes only from the circumstance that he furnished 

the cedar-trees for the building of the Temple." The end of this proud king was that he 

was conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, deprived of this throne, and made to suffer a cruel 

death. Though the Babylonian king was the step-son of Hiram, he had no mercy with 

him. Daily he cut off a bit of the flesh of his body, and forced the Tyrian king to eat it, 

until the finally perished. Hiram's palace was swallowed by the earth, and in the bowels 

of the earth it will remain until it shall emerge in the future world as the habitation of the 

pious. 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews,

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38]) 4:335–336.

Ezra - Led Jews to Jerusalem from Babylonian Captivity

Once he addressed a prayer to God, in which he complained of the misfortune of 

Israel and the prosperity of the heathen nations. Thereupon the angel Uriel appeared to 

him, and instructed him how that evil has its appointed time in which to run its course, as 

the dead have their appointed time to sojourn in the nether world. Ezra could not rest 

satisfied with this explanation, and in response to his further question, seven prophetic 

visions were vouchsafed him, and interpreted by the angel for him. They typified the 

whole course of history up to his day, and disclosed the future to his eyes. In the seventh 

vision he heard a voice from a thorn-bush, like Moses aforetimes, and it admonished him 

to guard in his heart the secrets revealed to him. The same voice had given Moses a 

similar injunction: "These words shalt thou publish, those shalt thou keep secret." Then 

his early translation from earth was announced to him. 

Having finished his task, Ezra was removed from this mundane world, and he 

entered the life everlasting.  

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 4:356-358.

Mass Translations

Three sons of Korah - Who Rejected their Father’s Wickedness
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Her [Hannah] prayer incidentally brought relief to the Sons of Korah. Since the earth had 

swallowed them, they had been constantly sinking lower and lower. When Hannah 

uttered the words, "God bringeth down to Sheol, and bringeth up," (21) they came to a 

standstill in their downward course. 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews,

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 4:60.

City Translations

City of Luz

The next event was the capture of Luz by the Israelites. The only way to gain entrance 

into Luz was by a cave, and the road to the cave lay through a hollow almond tree. If the 

secret approach to the city had not been betrayed by one of its residents, it would have 

been impossible for the Israelites to reach it. God rewarded the informer who put the 

Israelites in the way of capturing Luz. The city he founded was left unmolested both by 

Sennacherib and Nebuchadnezzar, and not even the Angel of Death has power over its 

inhabitants. They never die, unless, weary of life, they leave the city. 

-- Louis Ginzberg, The Legends of the Jews, 

(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1909-38), 4:29-30.
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Potential Translations from Church History

The names listed below are contained in the work, “Early Patriarchal Blessings of 

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, H. Michael Marquardt compiler, The 

Smith-Pettit Foundation, Salt Lake City, Utah 2007”  The patriarchal blessings given 

below will contain the page number of the afore mentioned book.

Orson Pratt

1835: 29 April

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.)

 

Thou shalt bring many souls to the knowledge of the truth, and tarry till the Savior

comes, and then thou shalt be received into the Celestial Kingdom of God and dwell in 

his presence forever. 

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From typescript;

Patriarchal Blessing Book A, p. 21, LDS Archives.) [Age, 23; Scribes, Thomas B. Marsh,

William E. McLellin.], 26.

 

Elisha H. Groves

1835: 27 August

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.)

 

Thy life shall be precious in the sight of the Lord, for thou shalt live to a good old 

age, and if thou wilt keep all the commandments of the Lord, and desire it with all thy 

heart, thou mayest be translated, that thou shalt never be brought down to the grave, but 

remember, that thou must become holy, like unto Enoch to obtain this great blessing—or 

thou mayest tarry. 

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; Oliver Cowdery

Clerk and Recorder. Given in Kirtland, Ohio, August 27, 1835 and recorded October 9,

1835." (From photocopy of manuscript; Patriarchal Blessing Book A, page 18.) [Age, 37;

Scribe, Oliver Cowdery.]), 40.

 

Oliver Harmon 

1836: 8 March

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen)

 

...I seal a blessing for thy Children & thy Childrens Children & they shall be 

reconed in thy covenent even in the covenent of Abraham & receive an inheritance with 

their brethren in Zion. thou shalt hold them by the prayer of faith & present them spotless
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before God in the Kingdom of the Father. thou must Seek wisdom & Keep the Word of 

Wisdom, & thou Shalt live till thou art Satisfied with life, & the distroyer Shall have no 

power to prevail against thee, thou Shalt have power over death & the grave & not sleep 

in the dust, but if thou wilt seek with all thy heart thou shalt be able to translate & be with

Elijah in the Kingdom of heaven. & if not then God['s] will shall be done. 

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From photocopy of

the Oliver N. Harmon Reminiscences and Diary, 1857-85, LDS Archives) [Age, 49;

Scribe, Sylvester Smith], 65.

Ethan Barrows 

1836: 23 March

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen)

 

Thou must seek council at the hand of thy God and keep all the commandments 

and thou shalt receive all the power of the holy priesthood; power to raise the dead, heal 

the sick, cause the lame to walk, the dumb to speak. Thou shalt have power to translate 

thyself from land to land and from country to country, from one end of heaven to the 

other, and when thy work is done thou shalt translate from earth to heaven. 

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From Journal of

History 15(1):40, 1922) [Age, ?; Scribe, Sylvester Smith.]), 67.

Olive Boynton Hale

1836: 10 November

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.)

 

Thou shalt have long life, enjoy the blessings of this world and life eternal in the 

Celestial Kingdom. Thou shalt have the righteous desires of thy heart, and be thankful. 

Thou mayest tarry till the end of wickedness shall be accomplished; till the gathering of 

Israel shall be finished; till the winding up scene of this generation; and until the Savior 

comes in the clouds of Heaven if thou art faithful, and if thou dost attain to that faith. 

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From typescript;

"Journal of Jonathan H. Hale, 1800-40, LDS Archives.) [Age, 30; Scribe, ?], 88.

Lorenzo Snow

1836: 15 December

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen)

 

Thou shalt have great faith, even like the brother of Jared. Thou shalt have power 

to translate thyself from one planet to another; and power to go to the moon if thou so 
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desire; power to preach to the spirits in prison; power to rend the veil and see Jesus 

Christ at the right hand of the Father; power, like Enoch, to translate thyself to heaven

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From typescript; Ms

1330, LDS Archives.) [Age, 22; Scribe, ?], 94.

Willard Richards

1837: 22 February

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.)

 

No one shall have power to harm thee or thy posterity, if thou will put thy trust in 

God. Death shall have no power over thee, for thou shalt tarry and behold thy Redeemer 

coming in the clouds, and shall see him in the flesh; shall have power to bring thy kindred

into the kingdom, who shall acknowledge thee as a man of God.

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From typescript,

referencing Patriarchal Blessing Book, volume 2, page 223; William L. Knecht Family

Records.) [Age, 33; Scribe, Frederick G. Williams.], 154.

 

Flora Jacobs

1837: 13 June

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.)

 

All the righteous desires of thy heart shall be granted thee if thou hast desired to 

tarry in the flesh to see the winding up scene of this generation that desire shall be given 

thee if thou hast desired to see thy Savior it shall be granted thee If thou will have faith in

God and his promises thou mayest lay down thy life or thou mayest hold it thou mayest 

have thy choice...

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From typescript;

William Smith Patriarchal Blessing Book, pages 177-178, RLDS Archives.) [Age, 24;

Scribe, ?], 165.

Dominicus Carter

1836: 19 December 

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen)

 

". . . You shall have power over winds and waves. You shall be cast upon a desert 

Island. You will feel yourself forsaken and deprived of all things but the angels of God 

shall administer unto you and fee[d?] you. And when you are on the ocean and your life 

in danger you shall have power to calm the waves and shall go and preach to the 

barberous people and they [shall] seek thy life. Thou shalt have power to translate thyself 

or call down fire from Heaven as did Elijah of old . . . You shall have an inheritance in 
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Zion in the due time of the Lord. . . . You shall be one of the hundred and forty-four 

thousand and sing that song which none but that number can sing. You shall live to see 

the winding up scene of this generation . . ." 

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From typescript taken

from DUP Museum Display, No. G13) [Age, ?; Scribe, ?], 95.

Sarah Harmon 

1836: 8 March

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.)

 

…thou shalt see the desires of thy Soul & be Satisfeid if thou desire thou shalt 

tarry till the Redeamer comes. and thou Shalt see him in the flesh. an thy blessings shall 

be on the blessing of thy husband in this thing also. 

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From photocopy of

the Oliver N. Harmon Reminiscences and Diary, 1857-85, LDS Archives.) [Age, 49;

Scribe, Sylvester Smith.], 65.

Esther Smith Fuller 

1836: 17 June

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.)

 

Thou shalt tarry with thy husband and shall see all things fulfilled which are 

promised him in his blessing. 

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From typescript,

private collection.) [Age, 25; Scribe, ?], 77.

 

George Miller

1840: 4 July

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.)

 

The heavens shall be opened and thou shalt behold great things and the veil shall 

be rent, and thou shalt be permitted to look within the veil and behold that which thou 

wilt not be able to utter; thy life shall be long; thou mayst tarry until the winding up scene

and then be numbered with the hundred-and-forty-and-four-thousand that stand upon 

Mount Zion; 

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From H. W. Mills:

Mormon Bishop and His Son: "De Tal Palo Tal Astilla", Los Angeles, Historical Society

of Southern California, 1917, 91-92.) [Age, 45; Scribe, ?], 191.
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Jonathan Crosby Jr

1836: 21 February

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.)

Thou shalt . . . by the power of God, Be caught up to the third heavens, and 

behold unspeakable things, whether in the body or out. Thou shalt see thy Redeemer in 

the flesh, and know that He lives. Angels shall minister unto thee, and protect thee from 

thine enemies, so that none shall be able to take thy life. And when thy mission is full 

here, thou shalt visit other worlds, and remain a Priest in Eternity. Thou shalt stand upon 

the earth `till the Redeemer comes, See the end of this generation, and when the heavens 

rend, thou shalt rise and meet thy God in the air.  

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; Caroline Barnes

Crosby Journal, Utah Historical Society, Salt Lake City.), 64

Caroline Crosby

1836: 21 February

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen.)

 

Thou shalt receive an inheritance in Zion, for thee and thy children. See the glory 

of God fill the house. Even the glory of the kingdom of heaven. And if thou desirest thou 

shalt bid the grave adieu, and never sleep in the dust, but rise to meet thy Redeemer at 

His coming, and shalt then be forever with the Lord. I seal these blessings upon thee in 

the name of Jesus. Amen." 

(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From a transcript;

original in the Caroline Barnes Crosby Journal and Autobiography, 1807-82; fd 1, pg. 16,

Utah State Historical Society Archives.) [Age, 27; Scribe, Sylvester Smith.], 64

Oliver Boardman Huntington

1836: 7 December

(Given by Joseph Smith, Sen)

 

...Angels shall minister unto thee for God has prepared thee for a priest & thou 

shalt be filled with wisdom & intelligence from Heaven, & be able to confound the 

learned & the priests of this generation, thou shalt be able to exceed the youth of this 

generation in all wisdom & knowledge, & before thou art twenty one thou wilt be called 

to preach the fullness of the gospel, thou shalt have power with God even to translate 

thyself to Heaven, & preach to the inhabitants of the moon or planets, if it shall be 

expedient, if thou art faithful all these blessings will be given thee,... 
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(New Mormon Studies CDRom, Smith Research Associates, 1998; From typescript,

private collection - Although the typescript lists his father, William, as the officiator,

Oliver's later account confirms that Joseph Smith, Sr. was the patriarch. See Oliver B.

Huntington, "Resurrection of My Mother," Young Woman's Journal 5(7):345-347, 1894.)

[Age, 10; Scribe, Albert Carrington]

Marietta Carter

Marietta Carter born in Benson, Rutland Co[unty], V[ermon]t [on] April l[st] AD 

1818. Thou art an orphan and the Lord shall bless thee more than thy own father could do

if he had not been taken from thee. Thy name is written in the Book of life. [Thou shalt] 

become a companion and a mother. [The] Lord [will] bless thy children and some of 

them shall prophecy. Thy father laid down his life for the redemption of Zion [and] his 

spirit watches over thee. Thy heart shall be filled with light [and shall] not sleep in the 

dust. [Thou shalt] see thy Redeemer come in the clouds of heaven and be caught up to 

meet him and be ever with him. These blessings I seal upon thee in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. {page 146} 

- Scott H. Faulring, An American Prophet's Record: The Diaries and Journals of

Joseph Smith, The Documents, Diary and Journal 1835-36, 

(Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1987), 125-126
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People Looking for Translation

Abraham, Issac, & Jacob

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should 

after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in 

tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:

For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

(Hebrews 11:8-10)
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Future Translations

New Jerusalem

We will build up our Zion after the pattern that God will show us, and we will be 

governed by His law and submit to His authority and be governed by the Holy Priesthood

and by the word and will of God. And then when the time comes that these calamities we 

read of shall overtake the earth, those that are prepared will have the power of translation,

as they had in former times, and the city will be translated. And Zion that is on the earth 

will rise, and the Zion above will descend, as we are told, and we will meet and fall on 

each other's necks and embrace and kiss each other. And thus the purposes of God to a 

certain extent will then be fulfilled. 

-- President John Taylor; Journal of Discourses, 21:253

 

The requirement to build up Zion has some important expressions in Latter-day 

Saint thought: First, if the Saints are to become part of the great celestial system of 

eternity in the resurrection, they must, as a people, practice the law of Zion. Second, 

essentially the same program was required of Enoch and his people, so that they might 

enter into the presence of the Lord and be translated to a state of glory. Finally, the same 

challenge confronts the Saints in the last days. They, too, must build up Zion so that 

Christ can receive them unto Himself when He comes to reign on earth in His glory. This 

means that there are certain prerequisites that must be achieved by the Saints before 

Christ comes. The Lord told Enoch that in the last days Zion, the New Jerusalem, would 

be built "that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my 

coming." The implication in this statement is that the Saints cannot look intelligently for 

the Second Coming and expect to be accepted by Christ unless they have built the society

of Zion. When the New Jerusalem is built, Zion will be established upon the principles of

the law of the celestial kingdom. Here is a prerequisite that must be fulfilled before the 

coming of Christ; and here is the challenge of the Saints. 

-- Hyrum L. Andrus, Doctrinal Commentary on the Pearl of Great Price, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1967), 315-316

A direct correlation is made in the Pearl of Great Price between the program of 

the Lord that was carried out before the flood and that which is designed to be 

accomplished in the last days. In that early day, a prophet was sent in the person of Enoch,

with a special commission to fulfill the Lord's purposes; the righteous were gathered and 

taught the law of Zion; having been sanctified, they entered into the rest of the Lord, and 

their city was translated; and, finally, the wicked were destroyed. Similarly, in the latter 

days a prophet has been sent in the person of Joseph Smith, and through him a program 
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of gathering the elect has been instituted. Zion is to be built up according to the heavenly 

pattern and design, and in this way the Saints are to be sanctified and enter into the Lord's

rest. At the coming of Christ in glory, the latter-day Zion is to be caught up to meet Him 

in the clouds. Finally, the wicked are to be destroyed, this time by an envelopment of the 

earth in fire—the fiery floods of glory that are then manifest.

 This indicates that before Christ comes in glory in the clouds of heaven, the Saints

in the latter days must attain the same standard of spiritual truth and power that Enoch 

and his people did. Having referred to the fact that many righteous men in former times 

sought, through the Gospel, to return the earth to its paradisiacal glory and failed, Joseph 

Smith said: "But they prophesied of a day when this glory would be revealed. Paul spoke 

of the dispensation of the fullness of times, when God would gather together all things in 

one." Not only did the righteous of the earth in subsequent ages idealize Enoch's city, but 

they looked forward in faith to the day when that same standard of spiritual excellence 

would be established upon the earth and spread over the whole sphere. That day would be

in the last dispensation. 

-- Hyrum L. Andrus, Doctrinal Commentary on the Pearl of Great Price 

[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1967], 335

"Had (the Israelites of Moses' day) exercised faith in Jehovah, who is mighty to 

deliver, they might have abbreviated those trials and entered speedily into the promised 

land and into a Zion, even a translated society like Enoch’s or Melchizedek’s (see D&C 

105:2-6). But, Paul laments, the early Israelites refused to enter because of unbelief (see 

Hebrews 3:19)." 

-- Donald W. Parry, ed.; Temples of the Ancient World: Ritual and Symbolism, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1994), 482
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Personal Visitations

No Footprints

Clarissa Young (Spencer)

 

During a winter in the early 70's my father, president Brigham Young, was 

planning to take me to Provo to attend Bro. Karl G. Maeser's school. I am not going to 

tell of the real excitement I got out of the fact I was going on a long trip with Father and 

the planning by Mother, bless her memory, of my dresses and a coat, etc., to see me 

through school for the winter. And such pretty dresses they were for those days—a lovely

magenta delaine with a broad border braided in black silk braid and a black alpaca dress 

trimmed with narrow black ribbon velvet. My coat was made of heavy brown woolen 

material with shoulder cape which was scalloped and bound with brown silk braid with a 

cap to match of brown velveteen.

 We left Salt Lake early one crisp morning, stopping at one of the settlements on 

the way for lunch. All the people we met seemed happy to have Father stop long enough 

for lunch and to feed the horses and when we left gave us a great sendoff. That same 

night we reached Provo where Aunt Eliza gave us a great welcome and a lovely supper, 

after which we sat in the parlor, talked awhile and relaxed after our day's journey, and 

then Father and Aunt Eliza called everybody who was in the house to come to the parlor 

for evening prayers. This was always done. I never left Father's side for a moment, 

(possibly I was a tiny bit homesick for my mother), until time for bed, then with a good 

night kiss, I followed Aunt Eliza upstairs. She put me in her bed, after saying my prayers,

tucked me in just as Mother always did, and I was too tired to be homesick for long. A 

feeling of drowsiness soon came over me after sinking down in that lovely feather bed, 

with the lamp turned low and Aunt Eliza quietly leaving the room. Then oblivion.

 Aunt Eliza's home in Provo stood on the northeast corner of one of the main 

streets. The front of the house faced east. Just opposite, across the street, stood Bishop 

Smoot's house. Just across the street on the north side stood the tabernacle as it is today. 

Aunt Eliza's lot was surrounded by a picket fence and a path led from the front door to 

the main street on the east. On the north side was a porch possibly fifteen feet long in 

front of the dining room window and door. This room was where we usually sat, as the 

parlor on the northeast corner of the house was heated and opened only when we had 

company.

 The front hall opened into the dining room and in this hall was the broad staircase 

which went to the upper floor. This particular winter was very cold with a great deal of 

snow on the ground. The north door in the dining room we always kept locked and used 

only the front door on the east. The purpose of this was to get the full benefit of the fire in

the stove in the dining room and to keep out as much cold as possible. This is where we 

studied and practically lived. When I say we I mean Aunt Eliza, Johnnie Walton, a young

man from Alpine who worked for his board, and went to Brother Maeser's school, and 

myself.
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 This day it had been snowing heavily for several hours, but it had cleared up and 

the sun was shining when I returned from school. I had to break a path from the east gate 

to the door through six or seven inches of snow. Johnny had remained at school this 

particular day and consequently not a path had been swept when I returned. It must have 

been along about four-thirty, for I remember the sun shining through the trees, making 

the fence, where the snow had piled high, look like it was covered with diamonds.

 Aunt Eliza and I were sitting by the fire when a gentle knock came on the north 

door. We were surprised, as no one ever came to that door. Aunt Eliza motioned me to 

answer the knock and I got up, feeling perfectly safe as our big watch dog, Rover, lay on 

the floor beside me. I unlocked the door and opened it and there stood a rather tall man, 

very pale, wearing a straw hat, blue jacket and spotless blue overalls. "Will you give me 

something to eat?" he asked. I turned to Aunt Eiza and repeated his question, as he had 

spoken in a low voice. She invited him to come in and sit down, which he did, placing his

hat on the wide window sill. I laid the cloth and we set out a lunch of cold meat, apple 

sauce, good homemade bread and butter and a pitcher of milk. As the man came to the 

chair placed for him we went to the other side of the room, Aunt Eliza to her knitting and 

I to my books. Old Rover raised his head, looked at the stranger peacefully and then 

dozed off again. This was something unusual for Rover to do for as a rule he was not 

friendly to strangers.

 After awhile the man arose and thanking us in the same subdued voice, picked up 

his hat and departed, quietly, closing the door behind him. There was something so 

unusual about the man that I jumped up and ran to the window to have a peek at him. As 

I passed the table I glanced down and remember distinctly saying breathlessly, "Aunt 

Eliza, he hasn't eaten anything at all." The food was untouched, aside from a small piece 

of broken bread. We hurriedly opened the door. The man was nowhere in sight and 

neither was there a sign of footprints in the newly fallen snow on the porch, on the path 

leading to the gate or around the house. I ran to the front gate to see if I could see him on 

the street but he had completely disappeared.

We came back into the house wondering who he was, where he had come from 

and where he had gone. He was dressed immaculately and his face, with the serene 

peaceful _expression, will remain with me always. Later we made inquiries of our 

neighbors but none of them had seen or heard of him. Time went on but no explanation 

developed.

 When Father returned, Aunt Eliza related our experience with the stranger and 

asked, "President Young, what do you think it means?" Father sat for some time twirling 

his thumbs as was his habit while thinking seriously. I was standing beside him, with his 

arm around me, waiting anxiously for his reply. As he drew me closer to him, he said 

very seriously and very quietly, "I believe this house has been visited by one of the Three

Nephites." He paused a moment and then said, "We will all kneel and have our evening 

prayers."

 Now just a few more lines to say that I am not trying to convince my readers of 

the truth of this experience which came to me when I was a child, but had I doubted the 

correctness of my memory, an incident occurred just a few months ago that has firmly 

convinced me of the fact that I have neither forgotten nor exaggerated the incident set 

down in the foregoing statement.
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In June of this year, 1930, the telephone operator in the apartment where I live 

called me to say that there was a gentleman in the lobby to see me. When I went down I 

immediately recognized, although I had not seen him for fifty years, John Walton, the 

boy who was living in Aunt Eliza's home the winter the above events took place. We had 

a very interesting visit talking over old times in Provo and as he was leaving he asked me 

if I remembered the visit of the strange personage while we were living in Aunt Eliza's 

home in Provo. When I replied that I remembered it very distinctly he asked me to repeat 

it to him just as I remembered it and as I have told it here. He told me he had related it to 

his family many times and it was a great satisfaction to me to know that I had neither 

added to nor taken away from his recollection of a most interesting occurrence of so 

many, many years ago.

 A picture will always remain in my memory of that peaceful home in Provo: the 

great big comfortable house, the kindness and thoughtfulness of Aunt Eliza, the unbroken

paths of snow surrounding the home on the day of the eventful visit of the stranger and 

the beautiful influence which I took with me when my dear father terminated my unusual 

visit.

 

Clarissa Young Spencer,

(Daughter of Brigham Young)

-- Clarissa Young Spencer, “No Footprints,” Improvement Era, 

February 1931, 34:231-232.

The "Three Nephites" – Did One of Columbus’ Sailors See Them? 

By E.D. Partridge, of Brigham Young University

 

Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are always on the 

lookout for evidences of the Divine origin of the Book of Mormon. This interest led me 

to mark many passages in Irving's Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus, some of 

which seem to be worthy of more than a mere passing notice.

 Columbus, though steeped in the superstitions of his day, was a very humble man.

Often, while sailing abroad, he would spend a whole night in prayer and supplication. He 

felt that he was doing God's will in making these voyages of discovery; and no doubt, it 

was this feeling which caused him to say to his officers and men, when implored to 

return, and even threatened with death, "Sail on—sail on!" Irving says— (Page 17) "He 

attributed his early and irresistible inclination for the sea, and his passion for 

geographical studies, to an impulse from Deity, preparing him for the high decrees he 

was chosen to accomplish." And when he came before the king of Spain asking for royal 

and financial support, "he unfolded his plan with eloquence and zeal; for he felt himself, 

as he afterwards declared, kindled as with a fire from on high, and considered himself the

chosen agent by heaven to accomplish its grand designs" (page 64). This is very 

significant when compared with the following: "And I looked and beheld a man among 

the Gentiles who was separated from the seed of my brethren by the many waters; and I 
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beheld the Spirit of God that it came down and wrought upon the man, and he went forth 

upon the many waters, even unto the seed of my brethren who were in the promised land"

(I Nephi 13:12).

 By far the most interesting paragraph in the whole volume is found beginning on 

page 329, which I will give after quoting a few passages from the Book of Mormon. I 

have always been deeply interested in the account of the "Three Nephites," and have 

often wondered if there were not on record somewhere an account of their having been 

seen by someone outside of the Church. I am almost convinced that Irving has made just 

such a record.

 Turning now to III Nephi, 28th chapter, we read:

 And it came to pass when Jesus had said these words, he spake unto his disciples, 

one by one, saying unto them, What is it that ye desire of me, after that I am gone to the 

Father?

And they all spake, save it were three, We desire that after we have lived unto the 

age of man, that our ministry, wherein thou hast called us, may have an end, that we may 

speedily come unto thee in thy kingdom.

 And he said unto them, Blessed are ye because ye desired this thing of me: 

therefore after ye are seventy and two years old, ye shall come unto me in my kingdom, 

and with me ye shall find rest.

 And when he had spoken unto them, he turned himself unto the three, and said 

unto them, What will ye that I should do unto you, when I am gone unto the Father?

 And they sorrowed in their hearts, for they durst not speak unto him the thing 

which they desired.

 And he said unto them, Behold, I know your thoughts, and ye have desired the 

thing which John, my beloved, who was with me in my ministry before that I was lifted 

up by the Jews, desired of me.

 Therefore more blessed are ye, for ye shall never taste of death, but ye shall live 

to behold all the doings of the Father unto the children of men, even until all things shall 

be fulfilled according to the will of the Father, when I shall come again in my glory with 

the powers of heaven.

* * * *******

For ye have desired that ye might bring souls unto me while the world shall stand.

* * * * * * * *

 Behold I was about to write the names of those who were never to taste of death; 

but the Lord forbade; therefore I write them not, for they are hidden from the world.

 But behold I have seen them, and they have ministered unto me.

 And behold they will be among the Gentiles, and the Gentiles knoweth them not.

 The "Three Disciples" are mentioned in several other places by Mormon, and 

Moroni says, (Mormon 8:10, 11) that he saw them, and they ministered unto him. Here 

we have evidence that they lived and labored among the people several hundred years 

after the great promise was made to them; and we believe they are still living and 

performing the mission given them by Jesus Christ.

 I will now give the above mentioned paragraph from Irving. It is in the account of

Columbus' second voyage of discovery to America. He was cruising along the coast of 

Cuba, when one day he anchored near a beautiful palm grove:
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 Here a party was sent on shore for wood and water; and they found two living 

springs in the midst of the grove. While they were employed in cutting wood and filling 

their water casks, an archer strayed into the forest with his cross-bow in search of game, 

but soon returned, flying with great terror, and calling loudly upon his companions for 

aid. He declared that he had not proceeded far, when he suddenly espied through an 

opening glade, a man in a long white dress so like a friar of the order of St. Mary of 

mercy, that at first sight he took him for the chaplain of the admiral. Two others followed

in white tunics reaching to their knees, and the three were of as fair complexions as 

Europeans. Behind these appeared many more, to the number of thirty, armed with clubs 

and lances. They made no signs of hostility, but remained quiet, the man in the long 

white dress alone advancing to accost him. But he was so alarmed by their number that 

he had fled instantly to seek the aid of his companions. The latter, however, were so 

daunted by the reported number of armed natives, that they had not courage to seek them 

nor await their coming, but hurried with all speed to the ships.

It is stated that Columbus sent two different expeditions in search of the three 

white men and their followers, but both returned unsuccessful. Irving apologizes for the 

appearance of this item in his record, and states that, since no tribe of Indians was ever 

discovered in Cuba who wore clothing, the matter probably arose in either error or 

falsehood.

 No apology is needed, however, by the Latter-day Saints. The account given by 

the archer portrays conditions just as they would naturally be with the "Three Disciples." 

They lived among the people when the vision recorded in 1st Nephi was taught. They 

were, of course, looking forward to its fulfilment. They were to bring souls to Christ till 

he should come again, and had probably been busy gathering bands of followers all over 

the country. They, of course, taught their followers to wear clothing and to live as much 

of the gospel as they could. They naturally would have to arm themselves against their 

savage neighbors.

 Columbus and his sailors were looked upon by the natives as visitors from 

heaven, and their appearance among them was heralded all over the country. Their 

movements were watched closely from the shores, since whenever they landed they 

found themselves not unexpected. It does not take much imagination to see the 

"disciples" and one of their bands following the movements of the ships from the trees or 

mountains, awaiting a favorable opportunity to make themselves known. In fact, there is 

nothing in the report of the archer which is in the least at variance with what might be 

expected from our knowledge of the Book of Mormon. As I said before, I am almost 

convinced that this is the record I have been looking for. Provo, Utah.

-- E.D. Partridge, “The "Three Nephites" – Did One of Columbus’ Sailors See Them?”

Improvement Era, June 1909, 12:621-624.

Messenger to the Indians

The following comes addressed to President Joseph F. Smith:

 "In the summer of 1876, a personage appeared to the Indians out west of St. 

George at a place called Duck Creek. This personage told the Indians that he was one of 
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their forefathers and had many things to tell them, as he had lived a long time upon the 

earth. By this man's request, runners were sent out to all the nearby bands of Indians to 

bring them together.

 "This personage, whom the Indians described as having a long white beard, and as

being dressed in white, remained with them for several months, and during all that time 

not an Indian was seen along the Virgin river or its tributaries.

 "When the Indians returned to their homes, my brother Nephi Johnson and myself

Sextus E. Johnson called the Indians together and questioned them about the personage 

who had appeared to them out west.

 "They told us that his name was Nephi, the same as my brother Nephi. He told 

them that the 'Mormons' were their friends and they must listen to their counsels, and that

in time prophets would come among them and lead them to live a better life.

 "They asked him how long he had lived upon the earth. He told them, but it was 

so many moons that they could not enumerate them, but it was many hundred years, in 

fact far beyond their comprehension.

 "President Joseph F. Smith: We are satisfied that this personage spoken of did 

appear to the Indians out west, and that his name was Nephi, one of the apostles of the 

Savior whom He chose during his sojourn upon this land.

Nephi and S. E. Johnson.

 "Written from memory by S. E. Johnson at Colonia Morelos, Sonora, Mexico - 

September 11, 1911"

-- Nephi and S. E. Johnson, “Messenger to the Indians,” Improvement Era, 

November, 1911, 15:79-80.

The Pillar of Prophecy

The predictions of the servants of the Lord never fail, although at the time of their

utterance the fulfillment, in the eyes of men, may appear utterly impossible. This truth is 

attested by a silent witness which stands on the corner of Broad and Fifth streets of 

Augusta, Georgia. It is locally known as the Pillar of Prophecy.

 An interesting story is attached to this old landmark, and it is often recalled from 

the dusty recesses of memory to impress one with the fundamental truth that God lives 

and never forgets the utterances of his authorized servants.

 The Pillar of Prophecy is a white, concrete shaft, perhaps twelve feet in height. It 

stands in the center of the sidewalk, the pavement having been laid around it, leaving the 

Pillar undisturbed. This fact is very significant in that Broad street is the principal 

thoroughfare of the city, and space is, therefore, valuable. The significance becomes plain

when the story of the Pillar is told.

 It is a story that dates back more than thirty years, when Augusta was first 

catching the glimpse of her present greatness, when she was undergoing the process of 

transition from a city of the Old South to one of the New. The incident was known then 

to Augustans, first hand, the old-timers handing it down to their posterity, as a thing 

worth remembering.
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And now for the story. There appeared on the streets of Augusta about thirty years

ago a stranger. He was a man of mystery. No one knew whence he came, nor whither he 

departed. He was a preacher who, like the prophets of old, cried repentance unto the city. 

He is described as a man of average height, with hair of pure white and neatly trimmed, 

stately in appearance, and possessing a voice clear and pleasing, yet incisive, even to the 

piercing of the human heart.

 This unknown evangelist usually spoke in the Market Place. This was composed 

of two large sheds, extending about one hundred feet across the street (the street is one 

hundred and eighty feet from curb to curb), and about two hundred feet long. The sheds 

were supported by pillars. One shed was known as the "Upper Market," the other the 

"Lower Market." Here the people of the city gathered each morning to purchase their 

daily supply of produce from the farmers coming in from the surrounding country.

 A remarkable prophecy was made by the Preacher. He predicted that the "Lower 

Market" would be destroyed by a storm, but that the southwest corner post would remain 

as a testimony to the people that he was a prophet of God, and that his warning message 

was true. He further solemnly averred that if anyone attempted to move the Pillar that 

person would die.

Shortly after the utterance of this strange prophecy, a devastating electrical storm 

swept over the city of Augusta, destroying the "Lower Market" but leaving, as the 

Prophet had said, the south-west pillar.

 The Pillar of Prophecy still stands. No one has ventured to move it. Neither white 

nor colored exhibit any willingness to take the risk. The Pillar also survived the fury of 

the great fire of 1916, which practically obliterated the business district of Augusta. 

The Pillar escaped unscathed, although buildings around it are still lying in ruins.

 The mysterious Prophet was later entertained at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Mack 

Little, of Groveland, Georgia, which is located about fifteen miles west of Augusta. In 

conversation with Mr. Little, the Prophet reiterated the direful prediction made on the 

streets of the city. The Little family still reside in Richmond county, and vouch for the 

truth of the story. They testify that the stranger never divulged his identity, and that he 

was never seen again.

 Who was this Prophet? Old time Augustans believe him to be John the Baptist, or 

some other of the Biblical prophets. But Latter-day Saints are of the belief that the 

stranger may have been one of the Three Nephite apostles who were graciously permitted

by the Christ to tarry on the earth until he should return in glory.

 Said the risen Lord to the three apostles, discerning their desires: "Behold, I know

your thoughts, and ye have desired the thing which John, my beloved, who was with me 

in my ministry, before that I was lifted up by the Jews, desired of me; therefore more 

blessed are ye, for ye shall never taste of death, but ye shall live to behold all the doings 

of the Father, unto the children of men, even until all things shall be fulfilled, according 

to the will of the Father, when I shall come in my glory, with the powers of heaven; and 

ye shall never endure the pains of death; but when I shall come in my glory, ye shall be 

changed in the twinkling of an eye from mortality to immortality: and then shall ye be 

blessed in the kingdom of my Father" (Book of Mormon, III Nephi, 28:6-8).

 Additional testimony that this prophet may have been one of the Three Nephite 

apostles was furnished the writer by Patriarch David F. Fawns, of Raymond, Canada. 

Elder Fawns fulfilled a mission in Georgia, over twenty years ago. On this mission much 
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of his time was spent in Augusta. He testifies that while standing beside the Pillar, a 

personage approached and stood before him. Twice this manifestation appeared, and so 

vividly impressed was he that he can to this day minutely describe the person and his 

garb. His glorious, radiant countenance is one that will bless Elder Fawn's memory for 

ever, he declares.

The accompanying cut is an excellent view of the Pillar. The picture was taken in 

November, 1918, showing the Pillar to be perfectly preserved. It is an object of wonder 

and curiosity to the people of Augusta in general. To the Latter-day Saints it is especially 

significant, for it indicates to them that the three ancient American apostles are engaged 

in ministering among us as the Savior commissioned them to do, centuries ago. 

-- Charles F. Steele; “The Pillar of Prophecy,” Improvement Era, 

January 1920, 23:247-249.

Israel during War

Of interest is the following quotation from an article by Arthur U. Michelson 

which was published in "The Jewish Hope," Issue No. 9, Vol. 22, September, 1950. The 

article suggests how the Lord may, even now, be fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah, "In

that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem . . .":

 On my recent trip to Palestine I saw with my own eyes how God's prophecy is 

being fulfilled. In Gen. 17:8 God promised Abraham that he would give this land to him 

and his seed for an everlasting possession. The Jews waited 2,500 years for the 

fulfillment of this promise. After World War II, England, which had mandatory power 

over Palestine, suddenly gave it up and the Jews marched in. This was marvelous, for 

Palestine was one of the strongest fortresses England had in the Mediterranean Sea. Many

contend today that the day of miracles is past, and that God does not intervene any more 

on behalf of His people, but they have learned through the events in Israel that they were 

mistaken.

 It was marvelous what God did for the Jews, especially in Jerusalem, during the 

fighting with the Arabs. Though quite a few months had passed since the victory of 

Israel's army in Israel, they were still talking about what had taken place. Everywhere I 

went I heard how God had intervened in their behalf, and how He helped them to win the 

battles. One of the officials told me how much the Jews had to suffer. They had hardly 

anything with which to resist the heavy attacks of the Arabs, who were well organized 

and equipped with the latest weapons. Besides, they had neither food nor water because 

all their supplies were cut off.

 The Arabs, who had a great army in strong position, were determined to destroy 

the Jews, while the Jews were few in number, without any arms and ammunition. The 

two or three guns they possessed had to be rushed from one point to another, to give the 

Arabs the impression that they had many of them. The Jews had quite a few tin cans 

which they beat as they shot the guns, giving the impression of many shots. But as the 

pressure was too great, they were unable to hold the lines any longer and finally decided 

to give up the city. At this critical moment God showed them that He was on their side, 

for He performed one of the greatest miracles that ever happened. The Arabs suddenly 
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threw down their arms and surrendered. When their delegation appeared with the white 

flag, they asked, "Where are the three men that led you, and where are all the troops we 

saw?" The Jews told them that they did not know anything of the three men, for this 

group was their entire force. The Arabs said that they saw three persons with long beards 

and flowing white robes, who warned them not to fight any longer, otherwise they would 

all be killed. They became so frightened that they decided to give up. What an 

encouragement this was for the Jews, who realized that God was fighting for them.

The Lord moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform. The Jews did not 

understand who the "three persons with long beards and flowing white robes" were who 

warned the Arabs "not to fight any longer, otherwise they would all be killed." The Stick 

of Joseph may throw some light upon this matter.

 When Jesus Christ appeared to the Nephites in America, following His 

resurrection, He organized His Church among them, calling and appointing twelve 

disciples, as He had done in Jerusalem. Before leaving them, He permitted each of them 

to express his heart's desire:

And it came to pass when Jesus had said these words, he spake unto his disciples, 

one by one, saying unto them: What is it that ye desire of me, after that I am gone to the 

Father?

And they all spake, save it were three, saying: We desire that after we have lived 

unto the age of man, that our ministry, wherein thou hast called us, may have an end, that 

we may speedily come unto thee in thy kingdom.

 And he said unto them: Blessed are ye because ye desired this thing of me; 

therefore, after that ye are seventy and two years old ye shall come unto me in my 

kingdom; and with me ye shall find rest.

 And when he had spoken unto them, he turned himself unto the three, and said 

unto them: 

 What will ye that I should do unto you, when I am gone unto the Father?

And they sorrowed in their hearts, for they durst not speak unto him the thing which they 

desired.

 And he said unto them: Behold, I know your thoughts, and ye have desired the 

thing which John, my beloved, who was with me in my ministry, before that I was lifted 

up by the Jews, desired of me.

 Therefore, more blessed are ye, for ye shall never taste of death; but ye shall live 

to behold all the doings of the Father unto the children of men, even until all things shall 

be fulfilled according to the will of the Father, when I shall come in my glory with the 

powers of heaven.

And ye shall never endure the pains of death, but when I shall come in my glory 

ye shall be changed in the twinkling of an eye from mortality to immortality; and then 

shall ye be blessed in the kingdom of my Father.

 And again, ye shall not have pain while ye shall dwell in the flesh, neither sorrow 

save it be for the sins of the world; and all this will I do because of the thing which ye 

have desired of me, for ye have desired that ye might bring the souls of men unto me, 

while the world shall stand. . . .

 And behold they will be among the Gentiles, and the Gentiles shall know them 

not.

 They will also be among the Jews, and the Jews shall know them not.
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 And it shall come to pass, when the Lord seeth fit in his wisdom that they shall 

minister unto all the scattered tribes of Israel, and unto all nations, kindreds, tongues and 

people, and shall bring out of them unto Jesus many souls, that their desire may be 

fulfilled, and also because of the convincing power of God which is in them.

 And they are as the angels of God, and if they shall pray unto the Father in the 

name of Jesus they can show themselves unto whatsoever man it seemeth them good.

 Therefore, great and marvelous works shall be wrought by them, before the great 

and coming day when all people must surely stand before the judgment-seat of Christ; (3 

Nephi 28:1-9; 27-31)

 Therefore, "the three persons with long beards and flowing white robes" could 

have been these three Nephite disciples, for Jesus said: "And behold they will be among 

the Gentiles, and the Gentiles shall know them not; they will also be among the Jews, and

the Jews shall know them not."

 We quote further from the article by Arthur U. Michelson:

 God performed the same miracles on other fighting fronts, for He wanted to show 

the nations that He had turned to the Jews again, and like in the olden days, would help 

them to conquer the land. The Arabs were especially strong in the Negev District, not far 

from Beersheba, for they were backed by a large Egyptian army. The Jews were encircled

by the Egyptians, and humanly speaking, had absolutely no chance to escape. One 

morning to the amazement of the Jews, the Arabs and the Egyptians suddenly gave up the

fighting and surrendered. The Jews were at first very skeptical, because they couldn't 

believe that the Arabs and Egyptians would give up their strong position and surrender. 

But when they saw how the Arabs threw down their arms, they learned that God had 

intervened for them. When they asked the Arabs and Egyptians for the cause of their 

surrender, they told them that they saw an old man with a long beard who was dressed in 

a white robe, and who warned them not to fight any longer, otherwise they would all 

perish. This man was seen and heard by almost all the enemy troops. A great fear came 

over them and they decided to give up the fight. These and other stories I heard from 

various Jews who fought on the battle fronts. They said to me, "If God had not intervened

we would all have been killed. We could never have conquered Palestine because we 

were so few and without arms and ammunition."

 The man referred to "with a long beard who was dressed in a white robe," who 

warned the Arabs and Egyptians "not to fight any longer, otherwise they would all be 

killed" could have been one of these Nephite disciples, or he could have been the Apostle

John who was with the Savior in Jerusalem, for Jesus explained unto the three Nephite 

disciples that they desired of him the same thing "which John, my beloved, who was with

me in my ministry, before that I was lifted up by the Jews, desired of me." (3 Nephi 

28:6.) 

-- Legrand Richards; Israel! Do You Know? 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1954), 229-233.

Translated Beings Laboring Among the Indians
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There is one thing which I am now about to read which has not yet been fulfilled, 

and which we must fulfill before Zion is redeemed. I will read it: - "Behold saith the 

Father, I will bring the fullness of  my Gospel from among them, and then I will 

remember my covenant which  I have made unto my people, O house of Israel, and I will 

bring my  Gospel unto them."  

"Now then, we are here in this land, the house of Israel are scattered all around us,

some in the Great Basin, some in Arizona, some in Idaho, some in Colorado, some in 

Montana, some in one place,  some in another - I refer to the American Indians, all 

remnants of  the house of Israel. 

"This people - the Latter Day Saints, before they can ever return to build up the 

waste places of Zion and receive their inheritances in Jackson County, Missouri, have got

to exert themselves to bring the remnants of Joseph to aknowledge of the truth. We have 

not made any great exertions in this direction unto the present time. The Lord has given 

us time since He brought the fullness of the Gospel.... to  lay a foundation so we that we 

could commence this missionary work in  behalf of and among the remnants of Joseph.

 "We have got the foundation laid, we have succeeded in building  many cities, 

towns, villages, etc., for some four hundred miles north  and south - we have got our 

farms fenced and our water ditches dug,  and we have begun to prosper in the land, so 

that now, I think, is  the time for us to wake up our minds in relation to the scattered

 remnants of the house of Israel; (quote) 'Behold, then I will  remember my covenant 

which I have made unto my people, O house of  Israel, and I will bring my Gospel unto 

them.' 

 "It seems that the Lord is working among that people, and that he is determined 

this prophecy shall be fulfilled whether we take it in hand or not. What do my ears hear? 

What do we all hear? Messengers are visiting these tribes in the basin, and in the region 

round about hundreds of miles apart. These messengers come to them, and they speak in 

their own language in great plainness, and tell them what to do. They tell them to repent 

of their sins and to be baptized for the remission thereof; tell them also to cease roaming 

over the country and to cultivate the land; tell them to go to the Elders of this Church and 

receive the ordinances under their hands.  

 "Who are these messengers? Read the Book of Mormon and you will find what 

God promised to do for the remnants of Joseph fourteen hundred years ago..."

 "The Lord said when their record should come forth in the Latter Days that He 

would send his messengers to them, and among these messengers He mentioned three 

persons who lived some eighteen hundred years ago, three of the Twelve who were 

chosen on this land. The Lord  made a promise to these three that they should administer, 

as holy  messengers in these latter days, for and in behalf of the remnants of  the House of

Israel...that they should be instruments in His hands in  bringing these remnants to the 

knowledge of the truth. 

 "We hear that these messengers have come, not in one instance alone, but in 

many instances. Already we have heard of some fourteen hundred Indians, and I do not 

know but more, who have been baptized.  Ask them why they have come so many 

hundred miles to find the Elders  of the Church, and they will reply: 'Such a person came 

to us, he  spoke in our language, instructed us and told us what to do, and we  have come 

in order to comply with his requirements." 
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-- Orson Pratt; Journal of Discourses, 17:299-300.

Redemption of the Lamanites

By Annie W. Holdaway – Genealogist and Recorder, Lamanite Genealogical 

Society

When Elder Melvin J. Ballard visited the Ft. Peck and Blackfoot reservations he 

said he met many who knew him as soon as they saw him and asked for the "Book" 

which he was to bring them. They said they had seen him in dreams, bringing to them a 

"Book." When he handed them the Book of Mormon they adopted it gladly, and could 

read and understand it. He declared that it was his belief that one of the "Three Nephites" 

had been laboring among them for years teaching them the gospel and preparing them for

our missionaries when they should come. 

-- Annie W. Holdaway, “Redemption of the Lamanites,” Improvement Era, 

March 1924, 27:421

Missouri Army Attempts to Invade Far West

The matter relating to the three Nephites was this.

The morning that the Army of Governor Boggs’ extermination order, attempted to

come into Far West; Joseph the Prophet stood with the brethren behind the breast works 

so hastily thrown up in the night, and remarked, as they were sweeping and swarming 

towards the beloved city; that if they came beyond a certain place, we would open fire on 

them.

The army came on, near to the spot designated and on a sudden, they all turned 

and ran pell mell back to their camp, in great fright, declaring they saw too many 

thousands of soldiers to think of attacking the city.

Joseph told Brother James Bird, “that he saw between them and the mob, one of 

the three Nephites, with a drawn sword, before he made the remark about opening fire on 

them; and when the mob had turned he saw the three Nephites near the same place armed

and ready for battle.”

The host that the three had with them, were undoubtedly exposed, by the power of

God, to the view of the mob; behind the hosts of the Soldiers they saw and fled from.

-- Oliver B. Huntington, "Words and Incidents of the Prophet Joseph's Life," Young

Woman's Journal 2, no. 2, November 1890, 76.

Translated Nephite Prepares Huntington-Young Family
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When Zina Diantha [Huntington Young] was eleven, the Huntington family 

received an unusual visitor. They treated it as a significant occurrence, but the experience

assumed heightened importance when the family joined the Mormons and heard the 

mysterious story of the Three Nephites, ancient Americans promised by a resurrected 

Jesus they would live until the Second Coming. As told by Zina Diantha's daughter, Zina 

Young Card, the visit occurred on a cold November evening in 1832. The family had 

gathered for their customary scripture study followed by a musical evening with Zina 

Diantha playing the cello. After they had finished a piece of music, they heard a knock at 

the door and opened it to a man of medium height, dressed in old fashioned clothing, and 

carrying a bundle under his arm. He stepped into the room and inquired, "I usually bend 

my steps to some sequestered vale. May I find lodging here tonight?" They pulled up a 

chair for him, served him some supper, and read with him a section from the New 

Testament. Zina Baker commented wistfully that they would like to "hear the Gospel in 

its fullness as explained by the Saviour. The stranger immediately took up the subject and

began explaining the scriptures and quoting the sayings of the Saviour. It seemed to them 

that his words held a new light and were clearer than they had ever thought of before. The

stranger filled them with awe and reverence, such as they had never before felt." He left 

the next morning. A few years later, when Joseph Smith spoke to a group of Latter-day 

Saints  about the Three Nephites, William recounted this visit. Joseph laid his hand on 

William's shoulder and said, "My dear brother, that man was one of the Three Nephites 

who was sent by the Lord to prepare your family to receive the restored gospel of Jesus 

Christ."

 

-- Martha Sonntag Bradley and Mary Brown Firmage Woodward; Four Zinas, 

(Salt Lake City, Utah: Signature Books, 2000), 41-42. 

Translated Nephite Visits Child Family

[On August 11, 1838, the Child family left St. Lawrence County, New York, en 

route to Kirtland, Ohio] . . . The family was all riding in the wagon with the sides of our 

painted cover all rolled up a few feet at the sides and fastened with strings to buttons on 

the bows to admit the fresh air and permit the family to view the varied changes, brooks, 

etc., by the road side when a voice was hear to say "Whoa." Our team was in the lead and

the other two followed close in the rear. Father was sitting in the front driving and had 

not to that time, when the voice was heard, seen any person in that vicinity. At the word 

"whoa" from a strange voice, the team stopped so suddenly that the teams traveling 

behind came in contact with our wagon. When Father recovered a little from the sudden 

and so abrupt a stop, a personage walked unconcernedly up to the wagon. He had the 

appearance of being very aged, well dressed with an unusual long white beard, tidy in his 

appearance from head to foot, apparently about six feet tall, of rather spare build, 

carrying a very pleasant and happy look on his face. He asked no questions as to who we 

were or where we were going, but proceeded to shake hands with the family commencing

with Father first, then Mother, and each of the children according to age, blessing them in

the name of Jesus Christ, the writer being the next to youngest in the family at that time. 

After getting through in this manner he turned to me the second time and pronounced a 
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further and special blessing placing his hand on my bare head. Without further words he 

slowly passed on. The visit was so sudden and unlooked for that not a word had been 

spoken by the family. Father expected he would do likewise with the families occupying 

the two wagons behind us, but he simply made a slight bow as he passed them. Some of 

the families got out to hail him and get a further explanation of so strange and unlooked 

for occurrence. They went quickly to the rear and to their surprise, he was no where to be 

seen. They made a hasty search in every direction but he was no where to be found. [A] 

Search in each direction was made in the road for his tracks but none were anywhere to 

be found. The families traveling with us remarked that we had received a very strange 

blessing from a stranger. On arriving in Kirtland Father related the occurrence to the 

Prophet Joseph Smith and he told him that the personage was none other than one of the 

Nephites who were permitted not to taste death, and that they made occasional visits 

where there were permitted to.

-- Mark L. McConkie comp.; Remembering Joseph: Personal Recollections of Those

Who Knew the Prophet Joseph Smith, CDRom, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2003), 211-212.

Translated Nephites Visit Europe

There are no doubt hundreds still living who heard the Prophet relate the circumstance 

mentioned in my mother's letter of one of the old Nephites visiting England, Ireland and 

Scotland, and they can bear their testimony to the fulfillment of Joseph's predictions on 

that day, as well as all the rest up to the present time.

-- Mark L. McConkie comp.; Remembering Joseph: Personal Recollections of Those

Who Knew the Prophet Joseph Smith, CDRom, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2003), 1765.
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Zion in the Scriptures

Old Testament

2 Sam. 5: 7 

7 Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David.

1 Kgs. 8: 1 

1 THEN Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief 

of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might 

bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion.

2 Kgs. 19: 21 

21 This is the word that the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin the daughter 

of Zion hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath 

shaken her head at thee.

2 Kgs. 19: 31 

31 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: 

the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this.

1 Chr. 11: 5 

5 And the inhabitants of Jebus said to David, Thou shalt not come hither. Nevertheless 

David took the castle of Zion, which is the city of David.

2 Chr. 5: 2 

2 ¶ Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief 

of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto Jerusalem, to bring up the bark of the 

covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion.

Ps. 2: 6 

6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.

Ps. 9: 11 

11 Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people his 

doings.

Ps. 9: 14 

14 That I may shew forth all thy praise in the gates of the daughter of Zion: I will rejoice 

in thy salvation.

Ps. 14: 7 
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7 Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when the LORD bringeth back 

the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.

Ps. 20: 2 

2 Send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion;

Ps. 48: 2 

2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the 

north, the city of the great King.

Ps. 48: 11 

11 Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments.

Ps. 48: 12 

12 Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof.

Ps. 50: 2 

2 Out of Zion, the perfection of bbeauty, God hath shined.

Ps. 51: 18 

18 Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem.

Ps. 53: 6 

6 Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! When God bringeth back the 

captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.

Ps. 69: 35 

35 For God will save Zion, and will build the cities of Judah: that they may dwell there, 

and have it in possession.

Ps. 74: 2 

2 Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of old; the rod of thine 

inheritance, which thou hast redeemed; this mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt.

Ps. 76: 2 

2 In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zion.

Ps. 78: 68 

68 But chose the tribe of Judah, the mount Zion which he loved.

Ps. 84: 7 

7 They go from strength to strength, every one of them in Zion appeareth before God.

Ps. 87: 2 

2 The LORD loveth the gates of bZion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.
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Ps. 87: 5 

5 And of Zion it shall be said, This and that man was born in her: and the highest himself 

shall establish her.

Ps. 97: 8 

8 Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because of thy 

judgments, O LORD.

Ps. 99: 2 

2 The LORD is great in Zion; and he is high above all the people.

Ps. 102: 13 

13 Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon bZion: for the time to favour her, yea, the set 

time, is come.

Ps. 102: 16 

16 When the LORD shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory.

Ps. 102: 21 

21 To declare the name of the LORD in Zion, and his praise in Jerusalem;

Ps. 110: 2 

2 The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine

enemies.

Ps. 125: 1 

1 THEY that trust in the LORD shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but 

abideth for ever.

Ps. 126: 1 

1 WHEN the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream.

Ps. 128: 5 

5 The LORD shall bless thee out of bZion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all 

the days of thy life.

Ps. 129: 5 

5 Let them all be confounded and turned back that hate Zion.

Ps. 132: 13 

13 For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation.

Ps. 133: 3 

3 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for 

there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.

189



Ps. 134: 3 

3 The LORD that made heaven and earth bless thee out of Zion.

Ps. 135: 21 

21 Blessed be the LORD out of Zion, which dwelleth at Jerusalem. Praise ye the LORD.

Ps. 137: 1 

1 BY the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered 

Zion.

Ps. 137: 3 

3 For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted 

us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion.

Ps. 146: 10 

10 The LORD shall reign for aever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye

the LORD.

Ps. 147: 12 

12 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion.

Ps. 149: 2 

2 Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

Song. 3: 11 

11 Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon with the crown wherewith

his mother crowned him in the day of his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his 

heart.

Isa. 1: 8 

8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of 

cucumbers, as a besieged city.

Isa. 1: 27 

27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her cconverts with righteousness.

Isa. 2: 3 

3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 

LORD, to the chouse of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 

walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from 

Jerusalem.

Isa. 3: 16 

16 ¶ Moreover the LORD saith, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk 

with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making 

a tinkling with their feet:
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Isa. 3: 17 

17 Therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of 

Zion, and the LORD will discover their secret parts.

Isa. 4: 3 

3 And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in 

Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in 

Jerusalem:

Isa. 4: 4 

4 when• the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall 

have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and 

by the spirit of burning.

Isa. 4: 5 

5 And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her 

assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for 

upon all the glory shall be a defence.

Isa. 8: 18 

18 Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs and for 

wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.

Isa. 10: 12 

12 Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work 

upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of

Assyria, and the glory of his high looks.

Isa. 10: 24 

24 ¶ Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD of hosts, O my people that dwellest in Zion, be 

not afraid of the Assyrian: he shall smite thee with a rod, and shall lift up his staff against 

thee, after the manner of Egypt.

Isa. 10: 32 

32 As yet shall he remain at Nob that day: he shall shake his hand against the mount of 

the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.

Isa. 12: 6 

6 Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the 

midst of thee.

Isa. 14: 32 

32 What shall one then answer the messengers of the nation? That the LORD hath 

founded Zion, and the poor of his people shall trust in it.
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Isa. 16: 1 

1 SEND ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from Sela to the wilderness, unto the mount 

of the daughter of Zion.

Isa. 18: 7 

7 ¶ In that time shall the present be brought unto the LORD of hosts of a people scattered 

and peeled, and from a people terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted out 

and trodden under foot, whose land the rivers have spoiled, to the place of the name of 

the LORD of hosts, the mount Zion.

Isa. 24: 23 

23 Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts 

shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.

Isa. 28: 16 

16 ¶ Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a 

tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make 

haste.

Isa. 29: 8 

8 It shall even be as when an hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but he 

awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and, behold, he 

drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite: so shall the 

multitude of all the nations be, that fight against mount Zion.

Isa. 30: 19 

19 For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more: he will be 

very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will answer thee.

Isa. 31: 4 

4 For thus hath the LORD spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the young lion roaring on

his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth against him, he will not be afraid 

of their voice, nor abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the LORD of hosts come 

down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof.

Isa. 31: 9 

9 And he shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the 

ensign•, saith the LORD, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.

Isa. 33: 5 

5 The LORD is exalted; for he dwelleth on high: he hath filled Zion with judgment and 

righteousness.

Isa. 33: 14 
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14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among 

us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting 

burnings?

Isa. 33: 20 

20 Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet 

habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall 

ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken.

Isa. 34: 8 

8 For it is the day of the LORD’s vengeance, and the year of recompences for the 

controversy of Zion.

Isa. 35: 10 

10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and 

everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 

sighing shall flee away.

Isa. 37: 22 

22 This is the word which the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, the 

daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of 

Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.

Isa. 37: 32 

32 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: 

the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this.

Isa. 40: 9 

9 ¶ O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, 

that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto 

the cities of Judah, Behold your God!

Isa. 41: 27 

27 The first shall say to Zion, Behold, behold them: and I will give to Jerusalem one that 

bringeth good tidings.

Isa. 46: 13 

13 I bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry: 

and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory.

Isa. 49: 14 

14 But Zion said, The LORD hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.

Isa. 51: 3 
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3 For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will 

make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and 

gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.

Isa. 51: 11 

11 Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; 

and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and 

sorrow and mourning shall flee away.

Isa. 51: 16 

16 And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine

hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto 

Zion, Thou art my people.

Isa. 52: 1 

1 AWAKE, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O 

Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the 

uncircumcised and the unclean.

Isa. 52: 2 

2 Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the 

bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.

Isa. 52: 7 

7 ¶ How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 

publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith 

unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

Isa. 52: 8 

8 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they 

shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion.

Isa. 59: 20 

20 ¶ And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in

Jacob, saith the LORD.

Isa. 60: 14 

14 The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they 

that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call 

thee, The city of the LORD, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

Isa. 61: 3 

3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of 

joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be 

called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.
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Isa. 62: 1 

1 FOR Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until

the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 

burneth.

Isa. 62: 11 

11 Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter 

of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work 

before him.

Isa. 64: 10 

10 Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation.

Isa. 66: 8 

8 Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to 

bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, 

she brought forth her children.

Jer. 3: 14 

14 Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will 

take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion:

Jer. 4: 6 

6 Set up the standard toward Zion: retire, stay not: for I will bring evil from the north, and

a great destruction.

Jer. 4: 31 

31 For I have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, and the anguish as of her that 

bringeth forth her first child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, that bewaileth herself, that

spreadeth her hands, saying, Woe is me now! for my soul is wearied because of 

murderers.

Jer. 6: 2 

2 I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate woman.

Jer. 6: 23 

23 They shall lay hold on bow and spear; they are cruel, and have no mercy; their voice 

roareth like the sea; and they ride upon horses, set in array as men for war against thee, O

daughter of Zion.

Jer. 8: 19 

19 Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people because of them that dwell in

a far country: Is not the LORD in Zion? is not her king in her? Why have they provoked 

me to anger with their graven images, and with strange vanities?

Jer. 9: 19 
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19 For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are greatly 

confounded, because we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have cast us out.

Jer. 14: 19 

19 Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul lothed Zion? why hast thou smitten us, 

and there is no healing for us? we looked for peace, and there is no good; and for the time

of healing, and behold trouble!

Jer. 26: 18 

18 Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to 

all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like 

a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high 

places of a forest.

Jer. 30: 17 

17 For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD;

because they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after.

Jer. 31: 6 

6 For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye,

and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our God.

Jer. 31: 12 

12 Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the

goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the 

flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not 

sorrow any more at all.

Jer. 50: 5 

5 They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us 

join ourselves to the LORD in a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten.

Jer. 50: 28 

28 The voice of them that flee and escape out of the land of Babylon, to declare in Zion 

the vengeance of the LORD our God, the vengeance of his temple.

Jer. 51: 10 

10 The LORD hath brought forth our righteousness: come, and let us declare in Zion the 

work of the LORD our God.

Jer. 51: 24 

24 And I will render unto Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil that 

they have done in Zion in your sight, saith the LORD.

Jer. 51: 35 
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35 The violence done to me and to my flesh be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant of Zion

say; and my blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, shall Jerusalem say.

Lam. 1: 4 

4 The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn feasts: all her gates are 

desolate: her priests sigh, her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness.

Lam. 1: 6 

6 And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed: her princes are become like 

harts that find no pasture, and they are gone without strength before the pursuer.

Lam. 1: 17 

17 Zion spreadeth forth her hands, and there is none to comfort her: the LORD hath 

commanded concerning Jacob, that his adversaries should be round about him: Jerusalem

is as a menstruous woman among them.

Lam. 2: 1 

1 HOW hath the Lord covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in his anger, and cast 

down from heaven unto the earth the beauty of Israel, and remembered not his footstool 

in the day of his anger!

Lam. 2: 4 

4 He hath bent his bow like an enemy: he stood with his right hand as an adversary, and 

slew all that were pleasant to the eye in the tabernacle of the daughter of Zion: he poured 

out his fury like fire.

Lam. 2: 6 

6 And he hath violently taken away his tabernacle, as if it were of a garden: he hath 

destroyed his places of the assembly: the LORD hath caused the solemn feasts and 

sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and hath despised in the indignation of his anger the 

king and the priest.

Lam. 2: 8 

8 The LORD hath purposed to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion: he hath stretched 

out a line, he hath not withdrawn his hand from destroying: therefore he made the 

rampart and the wall to lament; they languished together.

Lam. 2: 10 

10 The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon the aground, and keep silence: they have 

cast up dust upon their heads; they have girded themselves with sackcloth: the virgins of 

Jerusalem hang down their heads to the ground.

Lam. 2: 13 

13 What thing shall I take to witness for thee? what thing shall I liken to thee, O daughter

of Jerusalem? what shall I equal to thee, that I may comfort thee, O virgin daughter of 

Zion? for thy breach is great like the sea: who can heal thee?

197



Lam. 2: 18 

18 Their heart cried unto the Lord, O wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears run down like

a river day and night: give thyself no rest; let not the apple of thine eye cease.

Lam. 4: 2 

2 The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are they esteemed as earthen 

pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter!

Lam. 4: 11 

11 The LORD hath accomplished his fury; he hath poured out his fierce anger, and hath 

kindled a fire in Zion, and it hath devoured the foundations thereof.

Lam. 4: 22 

22 ¶ The punishment of thine iniquity is accomplished, O daughter of Zion; he will no 

more carry thee away into captivity: he will visit thine iniquity, O daughter of Edom; he 

will discover thy sins.

Lam. 5: 11 

11 They ravished the women in Zion, and the maids in the cities of Judah.

Lam. 5: 18 

18 Because of the mountain of Zion, which is desolate, the foxes walk upon it.

Joel 2: 1 

1 BLOW ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the 

inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand;

Joel 2: 15 

15 ¶ Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly:

Joel 2: 23 

23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath 

given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the brain, 

the former rain, and the clatter rain in the first month.

Joel 2: 32 

32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be 

delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath 

said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.

Joel 3: 16 

16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the 

heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the 

strength of the children of Israel.
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Joel 3: 17 

17 So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: 

then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more.

Joel 3: 21 

21 For I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed: for the LORD dwelleth in Zion.

Amos 1: 2 

2 And he said, The LORD will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and 

the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither.

Amos 6: 1 

1 WOE to them that are at ease in Zion, and trust in the mountain of Samaria, which are 

named chief of the nations, to whom the house of Israel came!

Obad. 1: 17 

17 ¶ But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; and the house

of Jacob shall possess their possessions.

Obad. 1: 21 

21 And saviors shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the 

kingdom shall be the LORD’s.

Micah 1: 13 

13 O thou inhabitant of Lachish, bind the chariot to the swift beast: she is the beginning 

of the sin to the daughter of Zion: for the transgressions of Israel were found in thee.

Micah 3: 10 

10 They build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity.

Micah 3: 12 

12 Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become 

heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest.

Micah 4: 2 

2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 

LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we 

will walk in his paths: for the claw shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD 

from Jerusalem.

Micah 4: 7 

7 And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: 

and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.

Micah 4: 8 
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8 ¶ And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee 

shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of 

Jerusalem.

Micah 4: 10 

10 Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail: for 

now shalt thou go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, and thou shalt go 

even to Babylon; there shalt thou be delivered; there the LORD shall redeem thee from 

the hand of thine enemies.

Micah 4: 11 

11 ¶ Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say, Let her be defiled, and let

our eye look upon Zion.

Micah 4: 13 

13 Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion: for I will make thine horn iron, and I will make 

thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces many people: and I will consecrate their 

gain unto the LORD, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth. 

Zeph. 3: 14 

14 ¶ Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O 

daughter of Jerusalem.

Zeph. 3: 16 

16 In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands

be slack.

Zech. 1: 14 

14 So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the 

LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy.

Zech. 1: 17 

17 Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet 

be spread abroad; and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem.

Zech. 2: 7 

7 Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon.

Zech. 2: 10 

10 ¶ Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of 

thee, saith the LORD.

Zech. 8: 2-3 

2 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was 

jealous for her with great fury.
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3 Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of

hosts the holy mountain.

Zech. 9: 9 

9 ¶ Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 

King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, 

and upon a colt the foal of an ass.

Zech. 9: 13 

13 When I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised up thy sons, 

O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty man.

Book of Mormon

1 Ne. 13: 37 

37 And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they shall 

have the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost; and if they endure unto the end they shall 

be lifted up at the last day, and shall be saved in the everlasting kingdom of the Lamb; 

and whoso shall publish peace, yea, tidings of great joy, how beautiful upon the 

mountains shall they be.

1 Ne. 21: 14 

14 But, behold, Zion hath said: The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten 

me—but he will show that he hath not.

1 Ne. 22: 14 

14 And every nation which shall war against thee, O house of Israel, shall be turned one 

against another, and they shall fall into the pit which they digged to ensnare the people of 

the Lord. And all that fight against Zion shall be destroyed, and that great whore, who 

hath perverted the right ways of the Lord, yea, that great and abominable church, shall 

tumble to the dust and great shall be the fall of it.

1 Ne. 22: 19 

19 For behold, the righteous shall not perish; for the time surely must come that all they 

who fight against Zion shall be cut off.

2 Ne. 6: 12 

12 And blessed are the Gentiles, they of whom the prophet has written; for behold, if it so

be that they shall repent and fight not against Zion, and do not unite themselves to that 

great and abominable church, they shall be saved; for the Lord God will fulfil his 

covenants which he has made unto his children; and for this cause the prophet has written

these things.

2 Ne. 6: 13 
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13 Wherefore, they that fight against Zion and the covenant people of the Lord shall lick 

up the dust of their feet; and the people of the Lord shall not be ashamed. For the people 

of the Lord are they who wait for him; for they still wait for the coming of the Messiah.

2 Ne. 8: 3 

3 For the Lord shall comfort Zion, he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make 

her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord. Joy and gladness 

shall be found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody.

2 Ne. 8: 11 

11 Therefore, the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; 

and everlasting joy and holiness shall be upon their heads; and they shall obtain gladness 

and joy; sorrow and mourning shall flee away.

2 Ne. 8: 16 

16 And I have put my words in thy mouth, and have covered thee in the shadow of mine 

hand, that I may plant the heavens and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto 

Zion: Behold, thou art my people.

2 Ne. 8: 24 

24 Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O 

Jerusalem, the holy city; for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the 

uncircumcised and the unclean.

2 Ne. 8: 25 

25 Shake thyself from the dust; arise, sit down, O Jerusalem; loose thyself from the bands

of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.

2 Ne. 10: 13 

13 And he that fighteth against Zion shall perish, saith God.

2 Ne. 10: 16 

16 Wherefore, he that fighteth against Zion, both Jew and Gentile, both bond and free, 

both male and female, shall perish; for they are they who are the whore of all the earth; 

for they who are not for me are against me, saith our God.

2 Ne. 12: 3 

3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 

Lord, to the chouse of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 

walk in his paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem.

2 Ne. 13: 16 

16 Moreover, the Lord saith: Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with 

stretched-forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making a 

tinkling with their feet—

202



2 Ne. 13: 17 

17 Therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of 

Zion, and the Lord will discover their secret parts.

2 Ne. 14: 3 

3 And it shall come to pass, they that are left in Zion and remain in Jerusalem shall be 

called holy, every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem—

2 Ne. 14: 4 

4 When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall 

have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment and 

by the spirit of burning.

2 Ne. 14: 5 

5 And the Lord will create upon every dwelling-place of mount Zion, and upon her 

assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night; for upon

all the glory of Zion shall be a defence.

2 Ne. 18: 18 

18 Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me are for signs and for wonders

in Israel from the Lord of Hosts, which dwelleth in Mount Zion.

2 Ne. 20: 12 

12 Wherefore it shall come to pass that when the Lord hath performed his whole work 

upon Mount Zion and upon Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king

of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks.

2 Ne. 20: 24 

24 Therefore, thus saith the Lord God of Hosts: O my people that dwellest in Zion, abe 

not afraid of the Assyrian; he shall smite thee with a rod, and shall lift up his staff against 

thee, after the manner of Egypt.

2 Ne. 20: 32 

32 As yet shall he remain at Nob that day; he shall shake his hand against the mount of 

the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.

2 Ne. 22: 6 

6 Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion; for great is the Holy One of Israel in the 

midst of thee.

2 Ne. 24: 32 

32 What shall then answer the messengers of the nations? That the Lord hath founded 

Zion, and the poor of his people shall trust in it.

2 Ne. 26: 29 
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29 He commandeth that there shall be no priestcrafts; for, behold, priestcrafts are that 

men preach and set themselves up for a light unto the world, that they may get gain and 

praise of the world; but they seek not the welfare of Zion.

2 Ne. 26: 30 

30 Behold, the Lord hath forbidden this thing; wherefore, the Lord God hath given a 

commandment that all men should have charity, which charity is clove. And except they 

should have charity they were nothing. Wherefore, if they should have charity they would

not suffer the laborer in Zion to perish.

2 Ne. 26: 31 

31 But the laborer in Zion shall labor for Zion; for if they labor for money they shall 

perish.

2 Ne. 27: 3 

3 And all the nations that fight against Zion, and that distress her, shall be as a dream of a

night vision; yea, it shall be unto them, even as unto a hungry man which dreameth, and 

behold he eateth but he awaketh and his soul is empty; or like unto a thirsty man which 

dreameth, and behold he drinketh but he awaketh and behold he is faint, and his soul hath

appetite; yea, even so shall the multitude of all the nations be that fight against Mount 

Zion.

2 Ne. 28: 21 

21 And others will he pacify, and lull them away into carnal security, that they will say: 

All is well in Zion; yea, Zion rospereth, all is well—and thus the devil cheateth their 

souls, and leadeth them away carefully down to hell.

2 Ne. 28: 24 

24 Therefore, wo be unto him that is at ease in Zion!

Mosiah 12: 21 

21 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings; that 

publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good; that publisheth salvation; that saith 

unto Zion, Thy God reigneth;

Mosiah 12: 22 

22 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing; for they 

shall see eye to eye when the Lord shall bring again Zion;

Mosiah 15: 14 

14 And these are they who have published peace, who have brought good tidings of 

good, who have published salvation; and said unto Zion: Thy God reigneth!

Mosiah 15: 29 

29 Yea, Lord, thy watchmen shall lift up their voice; with the voice together shall they 

sing; for they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion.
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3 Ne. 16: 18 

18 Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing, for they 

shall see eye to eye when the Lord shall bring again Zion.

3 Ne. 20: 36 

36 And then shall be brought to pass that which is written: Awake, awake again, and put 

on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city, for 

henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean.

3 Ne. 20: 37 

37 Shake thyself from the dust; arise, sit down, O Jerusalem; loose thyself from the bands

of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.

3 Ne. 20: 40 

40 And then shall they say: How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 

bringeth good tidings unto them, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings unto 

them of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion: Thy God reigneth!

3 Ne. 21: 1 

1 AND verily I say unto you, I give unto you a sign, that ye may know the time when 

these things shall be about to take place—that I shall gather in, from their long 

dispersion, my people, O house of Israel, and shall establish again among them my Zion;

Moro. 10: 31 

31 And awake, and arise from the dust, O Jerusalem; yea, and put on thy beautiful 

garments, O daughter of Zion; and strengthen thy stakes and enlarge thy borders forever, 

that thou mayest no more be confounded, that the covenants of the Eternal Father which 

he hath made unto thee, O house of Israel, may be fulfilled.

Doctrine and Covenants

D&C 6: 6 

6 Now, as you have asked, behold, I say unto you, keep my commandments, and seek to 

bring forth and establish the cause of Zion;

D&C 11: 6 

6 Now, as you have asked, behold, I say unto you, keep my commandments, and seek to 

bring forth and establish the cause of Zion.

D&C 12: 6 

6 Now, as you have asked, behold, I say unto you, keep my commandments, and seek to 

bring forth and establish the cause of Zion.
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D&C 14: 6 

6 Seek to bring forth and establish my Zion. Keep my commandments in all things.

D&C 21: 7 

7 For thus saith the Lord God: Him have I inspired to move the cause of Zion in mighty 

power for good, and his diligence I know, and his prayers I have heard.

D&C 21: 8 

8 Yea, his weeping for Zion I have seen, and I will cause that he shall mourn for her no 

longer; for his days of rejoicing are come unto the remission of his sins, and the 

manifestations of my blessings upon his works.

D&C 24: 7 

7 For thou shalt devote all thy service in Zion; and in this thou shalt have strength.

D&C 25: 2 

2 A revelation I give unto you concerning my will; and if thou art faithful and walk in the

paths of virtue before me, I will preserve thy life, and thou shalt receive an inheritance in 

Zion.

D&C 28: 9 

9 And now, behold, I say unto you that it is not revealed, and no man knoweth where the 

city Zion shall be built, but it shall be given hereafter. Behold, I say unto you that it shall 

be on the borders by the Lamanites.

D&C 30: 11 

11 And your whole labor shall be in Zion, with all your soul, from henceforth; yea, you 

shall ever open your mouth in my cause, not fearing what man can do, for I am with you. 

Amen.

D&C 35: 24 

24 Keep all the commandments and covenants by which ye are bound; and I will cause 

the heavens to shake for your good, and Satan shall tremble and Zion shall rejoice upon 

the hills and flourish;

D&C 38: 4 

4 I am the same which have taken the Zion of Enoch into mine own bosom; and verily, I 

say, even as many as have believed in my name, for I am Christ, and in mine own name, 

by the virtue of the blood which I have spilt, have I pleaded before the Father for them.

D&C 39: 13 

13 Thou art called to labor in my vineyard, and to build up my church, and to bring forth 

Zion, that it may rejoice upon the hills and flourish.

D&C 45: 67 
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67 And the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, 

insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion.

D&C 45: 68 

68 And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his 

sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety.

D&C 45: 70 

70 And it shall be said among the wicked: Let us not go up to battle against Zion, for the 

inhabitants of Zion are terrible; wherefore we cannot stand.

D&C 45: 71 

71 And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all 

nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy.

D&C 49: 25 

25 Zion shall flourish upon the hills and rejoice upon the mountains, and shall be 

assembled together unto the place which I have appointed.

D&C 57: 2 

2 Wherefore, this is the land of promise, and the place for the city of Zion.

D&C 57: 14 

14 And thus let those of whom I have spoken be planted in the land of Zion, as speedily 

as can be, with their families, to do those things even as I have spoken.

D&C 58: 7 

7 And also that you might be honored in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of 

the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand;

D&C 58: 13 

13 And that the testimony might go forth from Zion, yea, from the mouth of the city of 

the heritage of God—

D&C 58: 49 

49 And let there be an agent appointed by the voice of the church, unto the church in 

Ohio, to receive moneys to purchase lands in Zion.

D&C 58: 50 

50 And I give unto my servant Sidney Rigdon a commandment, that he shall awrite a 

description of the land of Zion, and a statement of the will of God, as it shall be made 

known by the Spirit unto him;

D&C 59: 3 
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3 Yea, blessed are they whose feet stand upon the land of Zion, who have obeyed my 

gospel; for they shall receive for their reward the good things of the earth, and it shall 

bring forth in its strength.

D&C 60: 14 

14 And after thou hast come up unto the land of Zion, and hast proclaimed my word, thou

shalt speedily return, proclaiming my word among the congregations of the wicked, not 

in haste, neither in wrath nor with strife.

D&C 61: 16 

16 And it shall be said in days to come that none is able to go up to the land of Zion upon

the waters, but he that is upright in heart.

D&C 61: 24 

24 Behold, I, the Lord, have appointed a way for the journeying of my saints; and behold,

this is the way—that after they leave the canal they shall journey by land, inasmuch as 

they are commanded to journey and go up unto the land of Zion;

D&C 62: 2 

2 And verily mine eyes are upon those who have not as yet gone up unto the land of 

Zion; wherefore your mission is not yet full.

D&C 62: 4 

4 And now continue your journey. Assemble yourselves upon the land of Zion; and hold 

a meeting and rejoice together, and offer a sacrament unto the Most High.

D&C 63: 24 

24 And now, behold, this is the will of the Lord your God concerning his saints, that they 

should assemble themselves together unto the land of Zion, not in haste, lest there should 

be confusion, which bringeth pestilence.

D&C 63: 25 

25 Behold, the land of Zion—I, the Lord, hold it in mine own hands;

D&C 63: 29 

29 Wherefore, the land of Zion shall not be obtained but by purchase or by blood, 

otherwise there is none inheritance for you.

D&C 63: 36 

36 Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the 

earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion;

D&C 63: 39 

39 Let my servant Titus Billings, who has the care thereof, dispose of the land, that he 

may be prepared in the coming spring to take his journey up unto the land of Zion, with 

208



those that dwell upon the face thereof, excepting those whom I shall reserve unto myself, 

that shall not go until I shall command them.

D&C 63: 40 

40 And let all the moneys which can be spared, it mattereth not unto me whether it be 

little or much, be sent up unto the land of Zion, unto them whom I have appointed to 

receive.

D&C 63: 41 

41 Behold, I, the Lord, will give unto my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., power that he shall 

be enabled to discern by the Spirit those who shall go up unto the land of Zion, and those 

of my disciples who shall tarry.

D&C 63: 43 

43 Nevertheless, let him impart all the money which he can impart, to be sent up unto the 

land of Zion.

D&C 63: 48 

48 He that sendeth up treasures unto the land of Zion shall receive an inheritance in this 

world, and his works shall follow him, and also a reward in the world to come.

D&C 64: 18 

18 And now, verily I say that it is expedient in me that my servant Sidney Gilbert, after a 

few weeks, shall return upon his business, and to his agency in the land of Zion;

D&C 64: 22 

22 And after that day, I, the Lord, will not hold any guilty that shall go with an open heart

up to the land of Zion; for I, the Lord, require the hearts of the children of men.

D&C 64: 26 

26 And it is not meet that my servants, Newel K. Whitney and Sidney Gilbert, should sell

their store and their possessions here; for this is not wisdom until the residue of the 

church, which remaineth in this place, shall go up unto the land of Zion.

D&C 64: 30 

30 And he hath set you to provide for his saints in these last days, that they may obtain an

inheritance in the land of Zion.

D&C 64: 34 

34 Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient 

shall eat the good of the land of Zion in these last days.

D&C 64: 35 

35 And the rebellious shall be cut off out of the land of Zion, and shall be sent away, and 

shall not inherit the land.

209



D&C 64: 38 

38 For it shall come to pass that the inhabitants of Zion shall judge all things pertaining to

Zion.

D&C 64: 41 

41 For, behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the glory of the Lord shall be 

upon her;

D&C 66: 6 

6 Tarry not many days in this place; go not up unto the land of Zion as yet; but inasmuch 

as you can send, send; otherwise, think not of thy property.

D&C 66: 11 

11 Keep these sayings, for they are true and faithful; and thou shalt magnify thine office, 

and push many people to Zion with songs of everlasting joy upon their heads.

D&C 68: 25 

25 And again, inasmuch as parents have children in Zion, or in any of her stakes which 

are organized, that teach them not to understand the doctrine of repentance, faith in Christ

the Son of the living God, and of baptism and the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on 

of the hands, when eight years old, the sin be upon the heads of the parents.

D&C 68: 26 

26 For this shall be a law unto the inhabitants of Zion, or in any of her stakes which are 

organized.

D&C 68: 29 

29 And the inhabitants of Zion shall also observe the Sabbath day to keep it holy.

D&C 68: 30 

30 And the inhabitants of Zion also shall remember their labors, inasmuch as they are 

appointed to labor, in all faithfulness; for the idler shall be had in remembrance before the

Lord.

D&C 68: 31 

31 Now, I, the Lord, am not well pleased with the inhabitants of Zion, for there are idlers 

among them; and their children are also growing up in wickedness; they also seek not 

earnestly the riches of eternity, but their eyes are full of greediness.

D&C 68: 32 

32 These things ought not to be, and must be done away from among them; wherefore, let

my servant Oliver Cowdery carry these sayings unto the land of Zion.

D&C 69: 1 

1 HEARKEN unto me, saith the Lord your God, for my servant Oliver Cowdery’s sake. 

It is not wisdom in me that he should be entrusted with the commandments and the 
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moneys which he shall carry unto the land of Zion, except one go with him who will be 

true and faithful.

D&C 69: 5 

5 And also, my servants who are abroad in the earth should send forth the accounts of 

their stewardships to the land of Zion;

D&C 69: 6 

6 For the land of Zion shall be a seat and a place to receive and do all these things.

D&C 69: 8 

8 Preaching and expounding, writing, copying, selecting, and obtaining all things which 

shall be for the good of the church, and for the rising generations that shall grow up on 

the land of Zion, to possess it from generation to generation, forever and ever. Amen.

D&C 70: 1 

1 BEHOLD, and hearken, O ye inhabitants of Zion, and all ye people of my church who 

are afar off, and hear the word of the Lord which I give unto my servant Joseph Smith, 

Jun., and also unto my servant Martin Harris, and also unto my servant Oliver Cowdery, 

and also unto my servant John Whitmer, and also unto my servant Sidney Rigdon, and 

also unto my servant William W. Phelps, by the way of commandment unto them.

D&C 70: 8 

8 And the benefits shall be consecrated unto the inhabitants of Zion, and unto their 

generations, inasmuch as they become heirs according to the laws of the kingdom.

D&C 72: 6 

6 These things shall be had on record, to be handed over unto the bishop in Zion.

D&C 72: 13 

13 And he who hath not wherewith to pay, an account shall be taken and handed over to 

the bishop of Zion, who shall pay the debt out of that which the Lord shall put into his 

hands.

D&C 72: 14 

14 And the labors of the faithful who labor in spiritual things, in administering the gospel

and the things of the kingdom unto the church, and unto the world, shall answer the debt 

unto the bishop in Zion;

D&C 72: 15 

15 Thus it cometh out of the church, for according to the law every man that cometh up 

to Zion must lay all things before the bishop in Zion.

D&C 72: 17 
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17 A certificate from the judge or bishop in this part of the vineyard, unto the bishop in 

Zion, rendereth every man acceptable, and answereth all things, for an inheritance, and to

be received as a wise steward and as a faithful laborer;

D&C 72: 18 

18 Otherwise he shall not be accepted of the bishop of Zion.

D&C 72: 24 

24 A few words in addition to the laws of the kingdom, respecting the members of the 

church—they that are appointed by the Holy Spirit to go up unto Zion, and they who are 

privileged to go up unto Zion—

D&C 72: 26 

26 Otherwise he who shall go up unto the land of Zion shall not be accounted as a wise 

steward. This is also an ensample. Amen.

D&C 76: 66 

66 These are they who are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, 

the heavenly place, the holiest of all.

D&C 78: 3 

3 For verily I say unto you, the time has come, and is now at hand; and behold, and lo, it 

must needs be that there be an organization of my people, in regulating and establishing 

the affairs of the storehouse for the poor of my people, both in this place and in the land 

of Zion—

D&C 78: 9 

9 Or, in other words, let my servant Newel K. Whitney and my servant Joseph Smith, 

Jun., and my servant Sidney Rigdon sit in council with the saints which are in Zion;

D&C 78: 15 

15 That you may come up unto the crown prepared for you, and be made rulers over 

many kingdoms, saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Zion, who hath established the 

foundations of Adam-ondi-Ahman;

D&C 82: 12 

12 To manage the affairs of the poor, and all things pertaining to the bishopric both in the

land of Zion and in the land of Kirtland;

D&C 82: 13 

13 For I have consecrated the land of Kirtland in mine own due time for the benefit of the

saints of the Most High, and for a stake to Zion.

D&C 82: 14 

212



14 For Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her 

stakes must be strengthened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion must arise and put on her 

beautiful garments.

D&C 84: 2 

2 Yea, the word of the Lord concerning his church, established in the last days for the 

restoration of his people, as he has spoken by the mouth of his prophets, and for the 

gathering of his saints to stand upon Mount Zion, which shall be the city of New 

Jerusalem.

D&C 84: 32 

32 And the sons of Moses and of Aaron shall be filled with the glory of the Lord, upon 

Mount Zion in the Lord’s house, whose sons are ye; and also many whom I have called 

and sent forth to build up my church.

D&C 84: 56 

56 And this condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all.

D&C 84: 58 

58 That they may bring forth fruit meet for their Father’s kingdom; otherwise there 

remaineth a scourge and judgment to be poured out upon the children of Zion.

D&C 84: 76 

76 But, verily I say unto all those to whom the kingdom has been given—from you it 

must be preached unto them, that they shall repent of their former evil works; for they are

to be upbraided for their evil hearts of unbelief, and your brethren in Zion for their 

rebellion against you at the time I sent you.

D&C 84: 99 - 100

99 The Lord hath brought again Zion;

The Lord hath redeemed his people, Israel,

According to the election of grace,

Which was brought to pass by the faith

And covenant of their fathers.

100 The Lord hath redeemed his people;

And Satan is abound and time is no longer.

The Lord hath gathered all things in cone.

The Lord hath brought down Zion from above.

The Lord hath brought up Zion from beneath.

D&C 84: 104 

104 And let all those who have not families, who receive money, send it up unto the 

bishop in Zion, or unto the bishop in Ohio, that it may be consecrated for the bringing 

forth of the revelations and the printing thereof, and for establishing Zion.

D&C 85: 1 
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1 IT is the duty of the Lord’s clerk, whom he has appointed, to keep a history, and a 

general church record of all things that transpire in Zion, and of all those who consecrate 

properties, and receive inheritances legally from the bishop;

D&C 89: 1 

1 A WORD OF WISDOM, for the benefit of the council of high priests, assembled in 

Kirtland, and the church, and also the saints in Zion—

D&C 90: 8 

8 That thereby they may be perfected in their ministry for the salvation of Zion, and of 

the nations of Israel, and of the Gentiles, as many as will believe;

D&C 90: 28 

28 And again, verily I say unto you, it is my will that my handmaid Vienna Jaques should

receive money to bear her expenses, and go up unto the land of Zion;

D&C 90: 30 

30 Verily I say unto you, that it is meet in mine eyes that she should go up unto the land 

of Zion, and receive an inheritance from the hand of the bishop;

D&C 90: 32 

32 And behold, verily I say unto you, that ye shall write this commandment, and say unto

your brethren in Zion, in love greeting, that I have called you also to preside over Zion in 

mine own due time.

D&C 90: 34 

34 Behold, I say unto you that your brethren in Zion begin to repent, and the angels 

rejoice over them.

D&C 90: 36 

36 But verily I say unto you, that I, the Lord, will contend with Zion, and plead with her 

strong ones, and chasten her until she overcomes and is clean before me.

D&C 93: 53 

53 And, verily I say unto you, that it is my will that you should hasten to translate my 

scriptures, and to obtain a knowledge of history, and of countries, and of kingdoms, of 

laws of God and man, and all this for the salvation of Zion. Amen.

D&C 94: 1 

1 AND again, verily I say unto you, my friends, a commandment I give unto you, that ye 

shall commence a work of laying out and preparing a beginning and foundation of the 

city of the stake of Zion, here in the land of Kirtland, beginning at my house.

D&C 96: 1 
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1 BEHOLD, I say unto you, here is wisdom, whereby ye may know how to act 

concerning this matter, for it is expedient in me that this stake that I have set for the 

strength of Zion should be made strong.

D&C 97: 1 

1 VERILY I say unto you my friends, I speak unto you with my voice, even the voice of 

my Spirit, that I may show unto you my will concerning your brethren in the land of 

Zion, many of whom are truly humble and are seeking diligently to learn wisdom and to 

find truth.

D&C 97: 3 

3 Behold, I say unto you, concerning the school in Zion, I, the Lord, am well pleased that 

there should be a school in Zion, and also with my servant Parley P. Pratt, for he bideth in

me.

D&C 97: 4 

4 And inasmuch as he continueth to abide in me he shall continue to preside over the 

school in the land of Zion until I shall give unto him other commandments.

D&C 97: 5 

5 And I will bless him with a multiplicity of blessings, in expounding all scriptures and 

mysteries to the edification of the school, and of the church in Zion.

D&C 97: 10 

10 Verily I say unto you, that it is my will that a house should be built unto me in the land

of Zion, like unto the pattern which I have given you.

D&C 97: 12 

12 Behold, this is the tithing and the sacrifice which I, the Lord, require at their hands, 

that there may be a chouse built unto me for the salvation of Zion—

D&C 97: 18 

18 And, now, behold, if Zion do these things she shall prosper, and spread herself and 

become very glorious, very great, and very terrible.

D&C 97: 19 

19 And the nations of the earth shall honor her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the city of 

our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, 

and the hand of the Lord is there;

D&C 97: 21 

21 Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion—THE PURE 

IN HEART; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.

D&C 97: 25 
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25 Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever I have 

commanded her.

D&C 99: 6 

6 And now, verily I say unto you, that it is not expedient that you should go until your 

children are provided for, and sent up kindly unto the bishop of Zion.

D&C 100: 13 

13 And now I give unto you a word concerning Zion. Zion shall be redeemed, although 

she is chastened for a little season.

D&C 101: 16 

16 Therefore, let your hearts be comforted concerning Zion; for all flesh is in mine hands;

be still and know that I am God.

D&C 101: 17 

17 Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered.

D&C 101: 18 

18 They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, 

they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion

—

D&C 101: 21 

21 Until the day cometh when there is found no more room for them; and then I have 

other places which I will appoint unto them, and they shall be called stakes, for the 

curtains or the strength of Zion.

D&C 101: 41 

41 Behold, here is wisdom concerning the children of Zion, even many, but not all; they 

were found transgressors, therefore they must needs be chastened—

D&C 101: 43 

43 And now, I will show unto you a parable, that you may know my will concerning the 

redemption of Zion.

D&C 101: 70 

70 Which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be 

purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the

land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints;

D&C 101: 74 

74 And the churches in the eastern countries, when they are built up, if they will hearken 

unto this counsel they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they

may establish Zion.
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D&C 101: 75 

75 There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion,

and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call 

themselves after my name, willing to hearken to my voice.

D&C 101: 81 

81 Now, unto what shall I liken the children of Zion? I will liken them unto the parable of

the woman and the unjust judge, for men ought always to pray and not to faint, which 

saith—

D&C 101: 85 

85 Thus will I liken the children of Zion.

D&C 103: 1 

1 VERILY I say unto you, my friends, behold, I will give unto you a revelation and 

commandment, that you may know how to act in the discharge of your duties concerning 

the salvation and redemption of your brethren, who have been scattered on the land of 

Zion;

D&C 103: 11 

11 But verily I say unto you, I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered 

shall return to the lands of their inheritances, and shall build up the waste places of Zion.

D&C 103: 13 

13 Behold, this is the blessing which I have promised after your tribulations, and the 

tribulations of your brethren—your redemption, and the redemption of your brethren, 

even their restoration to the land of Zion, to be established, no more to be thrown down.

D&C 103: 15 

15 Behold, I say unto you, the redemption of Zion must needs come by power;

D&C 103: 18 

18 And as your fathers were led at the first, even so shall the redemption of Zion be.

D&C 103: 22 

22 Therefore let my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., say unto the strength of my house, my 

young men and the middle aged—Gather yourselves together unto the land of Zion, upon

the land which I have bought with money that has been consecrated unto me.

D&C 103: 24 

24 And inasmuch as mine enemies come against you to drive you from my goodly land, 

which I have consecrated to be the land of Zion, even from your own lands after these 

testimonies, which ye have brought before me against them, ye shall curse them;

D&C 103: 29 
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29 It is my will that my servant Sidney Rigdon shall lift up his voice in the congregations 

in the eastern countries, in preparing the churches to keep the commandments which I 

have given unto them concerning the restoration and redemption of Zion.

D&C 103: 30 

30 It is my will that my servant Parley P. Pratt and my servant Lyman Wight should not 

return to the land of their brethren, until they have obtained companies to go up unto the 

land of Zion, by tens, or by twenties, or by fifties, or by an hundred, until they have 

obtained to the number of five hundred of the strength of my house.

D&C 103: 34 

34 But verily I say unto you, a commandment I give unto you, that ye shall not go up 

unto the land of Zion until you have obtained a hundred of the strength of my house, to 

go up with you unto the land of Zion.

D&C 103: 35 

35 Therefore, as I said unto you, ask and ye shall receive; pray earnestly that 

peradventure my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., may go with you, and preside in the midst 

of my people, and organize my kingdom upon the consecrated land, and establish the 

children of Zion upon the laws and commandments which have been and which shall be 

given unto you.

D&C 104: 47 

47 And now, a commandment I give unto you concerning Zion, that you shall no longer 

be bound as a united order to your brethren of Zion, only on this wise—

D&C 104: 48 

48 After you are organized, you shall be called the United Order of the Stake of Zion, the 

City of Kirtland. And your brethren, after they are organized, shall be called the United 

Order of the City of Zion.

D&C 105: 5 

5 And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the celestial 

kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.

D&C 105: 8 

8 But I speak concerning my churches abroad—there are many who will say: Where is 

their God? Behold, he will deliver them in time of trouble, otherwise we will not go up 

unto Zion, and will keep our moneys.

D&C 105: 9 

9 Therefore, in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in me that 

mine elders should wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion—

D&C 105: 13 
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13 Therefore it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season, for the 

redemption of Zion.

D&C 105: 14 

14 For behold, I do not require at their hands to fight the battles of Zion; for, as I said in a

former commandment, even so will I fulfil—I will fight your battles.

D&C 105: 32 

32 That the kingdoms of this world may be constrained to acknowledge that the kingdom 

of Zion is in very deed the kingdom of our God and his Christ; therefore, let us become 

subject unto her laws.

D&C 105: 34 

34 And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her law be 

executed and fulfilled, after her redemption.

D&C 105: 37 

37 And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power 

after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.

D&C 107: 36 

36 The standing high councils, at the stakes of Zion, form a quorum equal in authority in 

the affairs of the church, in all their decisions, to the quorum of the presidency, or to the 

traveling high council.

D&C 107: 37 

37 The high council in Zion form a quorum equal in authority in the affairs of the church,

in all their decisions, to the councils of the Twelve at the stakes of Zion.

D&C 107: 59 

59 To the church of Christ in the land of Zion, in addition to the church laws respecting 

church business—

D&C 107: 74 

74 Thus shall he be a judge, even a common judge among the inhabitants of Zion, or in a 

stake of Zion, or in any branch of the church where he shall be set apart unto this 

ministry, until the borders of Zion are enlarged and it becomes necessary to have other 

bishops or judges in Zion or elsewhere.

D&C 109: 39 

39 And whatsoever city thy servants shall enter, and the people of that city receive their 

testimony, let thy peace and thy salvation be upon that city; that they may gather out of 

that city the righteous, that they may come forth to Zion, or to her stakes, the places of 

thine appointment, with songs of everlasting joy;

D&C 109: 51 
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51 But if they will not, make bare thine arm, O Lord, and redeem that which thou didst 

appoint a Zion unto thy people.

D&C 109: 59 

59 We ask thee to appoint unto Zion other stakes besides this one which thou hast 

appointed, that the gathering of thy people may roll on in great power and majesty, that 

thy work may be cut short in righteousness.

D&C 111: 2 

2 I have much treasure in this city for you, for the benefit of Zion, and many people in 

this city, whom I will gather out in due time for the benefit of Zion, through your 

instrumentality.

D&C 111: 6 

6 Concern not yourselves about Zion, for I will deal mercifully with her.

D&C 112: 6 

6 Let thy habitation be known in Zion, and remove not thy house; for I, the Lord, have a 

great work for thee to do, in publishing my name among the children of men.

D&C 113: 7 

7 Questions by Elias Higbee: What is meant by the command in Isaiah, 52d chapter, 1st 

verse, which saith: Put on thy strength, O Zion—and what people had Isaiah reference to?

D&C 113: 8 

8 He had reference to those whom God should call in the last days, who should hold the 

power of priesthood to bring again Zion, and the redemption of Israel; and to put on her 

strength is to put on the authority of the priesthood, which she, Zion, has a right to by 

lineage; also to return to that power which she had lost.

D&C 113: 9 

9 What are we to understand by Zion loosing herself from the bands of her neck; 2d 

verse?

D&C 115: 3 

3 And also unto my faithful servants who are of the high council of my church in Zion, 

for thus it shall be called, and unto all the elders and people of my Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-day Saints, scattered abroad in all the world;

D&C 115: 6 

6 And that the gathering together upon the land of Zion, and upon her stakes, may be for 

a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out 

without mixture upon the whole earth.

D&C 117: 9 

9 Therefore, come up hither unto the land of my people, even Zion.
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D&C 117: 14 

14 Therefore, let him come up hither speedily, unto the land of Zion; and in the due time 

he shall be made a merchant unto my name, saith the Lord, for the benefit of my people.

D&C 118: 2 

2 Let my servant Thomas remain for a season in the land of Zion, to publish my word.

D&C 119: 1 

1 VERILY, thus saith the Lord, I require all their surplus property to be put into the 

hands of the bishop of my church in Zion,

D&C 119: 2 

2 For the building of mine house, and for the laying of the foundation of Zion and for the 

priesthood, and for the debts of the Presidency of my Church.

D&C 119: 5 

5 Verily I say unto you, it shall come to pass that all those who gather unto the land of 

Zion shall be tithed of their surplus properties, and shall observe this law, or they shall 

not be found worthy to abide among you.

D&C 119: 6 

6 And I say unto you, if my people observe not this law, to keep it holy, and by this law 

sanctify the land of Zion unto me, that my statutes and my judgments may be kept 

thereon, that it may be most holy, behold, verily I say unto you, it shall not be a land of 

Zion unto you.

D&C 119: 7 

7 And this shall be an ensample unto all the stakes of Zion. Even so. Amen.

D&C 124: 2 

2 Your prayers are acceptable before me; and in answer to them I say unto you, that you 

are now called immediately to make a solemn proclamation of my gospel, and of this 

stake which I have planted to be a cornerstone of Zion, which shall be polished with the 

refinement which is after the similitude of a palace.

D&C 124: 6 

6 For, behold, I am about to call upon them to give heed to the light and glory of Zion, 

for the set time has come to favor her.

D&C 124: 9 

9 And again, I will visit and soften their hearts, many of them for your good, that ye may 

find grace in their eyes, that they may come to the alight of truth, and the Gentiles to the 

exaltation or lifting up of Zion.

D&C 124: 11 
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11 Awake, O kings of the earth! Come ye, O, come ye, with your gold and your silver, to 

the help of my people, to the house of the daughters of Zion.

D&C 124: 18 

18 And again, I say unto you that it is my will that my servant Lyman Wight should 

continue in preaching for Zion, in the spirit of meekness, confessing me before the world;

and I will bear him up as on eagles’ wings; and he shall beget glory and honor to himself 

and unto my name.

D&C 124: 23 

23 And it shall be for a house for boarding, a house that strangers may come from afar to 

lodge therein; therefore let it be a good house, worthy of all acceptation, that the weary 

traveler may find health and safety while he shall contemplate the word of the Lord; and 

the corner-stone I have appointed for Zion.

D&C 124: 36 

36 For it is ordained that in Zion, and in her stakes, and in Jerusalem, those places which 

I have appointed for refuge, shall be the places for your baptisms for your dead.

D&C 124: 39 

39 Therefore, verily I say unto you, that your anointings, and your washings, and your 

baptisms for the dead, and your solemn assemblies, and your memorials for your 

sacrifices by the sons of Levi, and for your oracles in your most holy places wherein you 

receive conversations, and your statutes and judgments, for the beginning of the 

revelations and foundation of Zion, and for the glory, honor, and endowment of all her 

municipals, are ordained by the ordinance of my holy house, which my people are always

commanded to build unto my holy name.

D&C 124: 60 

60 And let the name of that house be called Nauvoo House; and let it be a delightful 

habitation for man, and a resting-place for the weary traveler, that he may contemplate 

the glory of Zion, and the glory of this, the corner-stone thereof;

D&C 124: 118 

118 And hearken unto the counsel of my servants Joseph, and Hyrum, and William Law, 

and unto the authorities which I have called to lay the foundation of Zion; and it shall be 

well with him forever and ever. Even so. Amen.

D&C 124: 131 

131 And again, I say unto you, I give unto you a high council, for the corner-stone of 

Zion—

D&C 128: 19 

19 Now, what do we hear in the gospel which we have received? A voice of gladness! A 

voice of mercy from heaven; and a voice of truth out of the earth; glad tidings for the 

dead; a voice of gladness for the living and the dead; glad tidings of great joy. How 
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beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those that bring glad tidings of good things, 

and that say unto Zion: Behold, thy God reigneth! As the dews of Carmel, so shall the 

knowledge of God descend upon them!

D&C 133: 4 

4 Wherefore, prepare ye, prepare ye, O my people; sanctify yourselves; gather ye 

together, O ye people of my church, upon the land of Zion, all you that have not been 

commanded to tarry.

D&C 133: 9 

9 And behold, and lo, this shall be their cry, and the voice of the Lord unto all people: Go

ye forth unto the land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged, and that 

her stakes may be strengthened, and that Zion may go forth unto the regions round about.

D&C 133: 12 

12 Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion.

D&C 133: 18 

18 When the Lamb shall stand upon Mount Zion, and with him a hundred and forty-four 

thousand, having his Father’s name written on their foreheads.

D&C 133: 20 

20 For behold, he shall stand upon the mount of Olivet, and upon the mighty ocean, even 

the great deep, and upon the islands of the sea, and upon the land of Zion.

D&C 133: 21 

21 And he shall utter his voice out of Zion, and he shall speak from Jerusalem, and his 

voice shall be heard among all people;

D&C 133: 24 

24 And the land of Jerusalem and the land of Zion shall be turned back into their own 

place, and the earth shall be like as it was in the days before it was divided.

D&C 133: 32 

32 And there shall they fall down and be crowned with glory, even in Zion, by the hands 

of the servants of the Lord, even the children of Ephraim.

D&C 133: 56 

56 And the graves of the saints shall be opened; and they shall come forth and stand on 

the right hand of the Lamb, when he shall stand upon Mount Zion, and upon the holy 

city, the New Jerusalem; and they shall sing the song of the Lamb, day and night forever 

and ever.

D&C 136: 10 

10 Let every man use all his influence and property to remove this people to the place 

where the Lord shall locate a stake of Zion.

223



D&C 136: 18 

18 Zion shall be redeemed in mine own due time.

D&C 136: 31 

31 My people must be tried in all things, that they may be prepared to receive the glory 

that I have for them, even the glory of Zion; and he that will not bear chastisement is not 

worthy of my kingdom.

OD Official Declaration 1 

The Lord showed me by vision and revelation exactly what would take place if we did 

not stop this practice. If we had not stopped it, you would have had no use for . . . any of 

the men in this temple at Logan; for all ordinances would be stopped throughout the land 

of Zion. Confusion would reign throughout Israel, and many men would be made 

prisoners. This trouble would have come upon the whole Church, and we should have 

been compelled to stop the practice. Now, the question is, whether it should be stopped in

this manner, or in the way the Lord has manifested to us, and leave our Prophets and 

Apostles and fathers free men, and the temples in the hands of the people, so that the 

dead may be redeemed. A large number has already been delivered from the prison house

in the spirit world by this people, and shall the work go on or stop? This is the question I 

lay before the Latter-day Saints. You have to judge for yourselves. I want you to answer 

it for yourselves. I shall not answer it; but I say to you that that is exactly the condition 

we as a people would have been in had we not taken the course we have.

OD Official Declaration 1 

Now I will tell you what was manifested to me and what the Son of God performed in 

this thing. . . . All these things would have come to pass, as God Almighty lives, had not 

that Manifesto been given. Therefore, the Son of God felt disposed to have that thing 

presented to the Church and to the world for purposes in his own mind. The Lord had 

decreed the establishment of Zion. He had decreed the finishing of this temple. He had 

decreed that the salvation of the living and the dead should be given in these valleys of 

the mountains. And Almighty God decreed that the Devil should not thwart it. If you can 

understand that, that is a key to it. (From a discourse at the sixth session of the dedication 

of the Salt Lake Temple, April 1893. Typescript of Dedicatory Services, Archives, 

Church Historical Department, Salt Lake City, Utah.)
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Pearl of Great Price

Moses 7: 18 

18 And the Lord called his people ZION, because they were of bone heart and one mind, 

and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.

Moses 7: 19 

19 And Enoch continued his preaching in righteousness unto the people of God. And it 

came to pass in his days, that he built a city that was called the City of Holiness, even 

ZION.

Moses 7: 20 

20 And it came to pass that Enoch talked with the Lord; and he said unto the Lord: Surely

Zion shall dwell in safety forever. But the Lord said unto Enoch: Zion have I blessed, but 

the residue of the people have I cursed.

Moses 7: 21 

21 And it came to pass that the Lord showed unto Enoch all the inhabitants of the earth; 

and he beheld, and lo, Zion, in process of time, was taken up into heaven. And the Lord 

said unto Enoch: Behold mine abode forever.

Moses 7: 23 

23 And after that Zion was taken up into heaven, Enoch beheld, and lo, call the nations of

the earth were before him;

Moses 7: 27 

27 And Enoch beheld angels descending out of heaven, bearing testimony of the Father 

and Son; and the Holy Ghost fell on many, and they were caught up by the powers of 

heaven into Zion.

Moses 7: 31 

31 And thou hast taken Zion to thine own bosom, from all thy creations, from all eternity 

to all eternity; and naught but peace, justice, and truth is the habitation of thy throne; and 

mercy shall go before thy face and have no end; how is it thou canst weep?

Moses 7: 47 

47 And behold, Enoch saw the day of the coming of the Son of Man, even in the flesh; 

and his soul rejoiced, saying: The Righteous is lifted up, and the Lamb is slain from the 

foundation of the world; and through faith I am in the bosom of the Father, and behold, 

Zion is with me.

Moses 7: 53 

53 And the Lord said: Blessed is he through whose seed Messiah shall come; for he saith

—I am Messiah, the King of Zion, the Rock of Heaven, which is broad as eternity; whoso

225



cometh in at the gate and climbeth up by me shall never fall; wherefore, blessed are they 

of whom I have spoken, for they shall come forth with songs of everlasting joy.

Moses 7: 62 

62 And righteousness will I send down out of heaven; and truth will I send forth out of 

the earth, to bear testimony of mine Only Begotten; his resurrection from the dead; yea, 

and also the resurrection of all men; and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the 

earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a 

place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be 

looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be 

called Zion, a New Jerusalem.

Moses 7: 64 

64 And there shall be mine abode, and it shall be Zion, which shall come forth out of all 

the creations which I have made; and for the space of a thousand years the earth shall 

crest.

Moses 7: 68 

68 And all the days of Zion, in the days of Enoch, were three hundred and sixty-five 

years.

Moses 7: 69 

69 And Enoch and all his people walked with God, and he dwelt in the midst of Zion; and

it came to pass that Zion was not, for God received it up into his own bosom; and from 

thence went forth the saying, ZION IS FLED.

A of F 1: 10 

10 We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten Tribes; 

that Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent; that Christ will 

reign personally upon the earth; and, that the earth will be renewed and receive its 

paradisiacal glory.

JST Gen. 9: 21-25 

21 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the 

everlasting covenant, which I made unto thy father Enoch; that, when men shall keep all 

my commandments, Zion should again come on the earth, the city of Enoch which I have 

caught up unto myself.

JST Gen. 9: 21-25 

22 And this is mine everlasting covenant, that when thy posterity shall embrace the truth, 

and look upward, then shall Zion look downward, and all the heavens shall shake with 

gladness, and the earth shall tremble with joy;

JST Ps. 14: 1-7 
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7 Oh that Zion were established out of heaven, the salvation of Israel. O Lord, when wilt 

thou establish Zion? When the Lord bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall 

rejoice, Israel shall be glad.

JST Isa. 29: 1-8 

8 Yea, it shall be unto them even as unto a hungry man who dreameth, and behold, he 

eateth, but he awaketh and his soul is empty; or like unto a thirsty man who dreameth, 

and behold, he drinketh, but he awaketh, and behold, he is faint, and his soul hath 

appetite. Yea, even so shall the multitude of all the nations be that fight against mount 

Zion.
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Prophets & Scholars Dissertations

Zion – Orson Pratt

The speaker who addressed you this forenoon, referred to another book, that is 

called the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. I will select a few words from that book this 

afternoon—a part of the 8th paragraph, of the 21st section, being a revelation given to the

Prophet Joseph Smith, in September, 1831. The word of the Lord to the Prophet reads 

thus: "For behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the glory of the Lord shall 

be upon her, and she shall be an ensign unto the people, and there shall come unto her out

of every nation under heaven. And the day shall come when the nations of the earth shall 

tremble because of her, and shall fear because of her terrible ones. The Lord hath spoken 

it. Amen."

Much has been said since the rise of this Church in regard to the Zion of the latter 

days, and much more might be said, for after we have said all that we can say, as far as 

God has revealed, I presume that we shall not be able to portray scarcely anything 

compared with the glory and greatness and the excellency and the beauty of that people 

and of that city that are called Zion, to be built up on the earth in the latter times.

The first question that naturally presents itself to the mind in regard to Zion is 

this: What is Zion? What are we to understand by its term? Is it a city? Is it a people? Is it

a good people or a bad people? What may we understand by the term as used in the 

Scriptures? There are a great many ideas among the children of men in reference to this 

term, especially among all Christian denominations. I presume there is not a people on 

the whole face of the earth who profess to be Christian but what have their definition of 

the term Zion. If we go to the Catholics they tell us that they are Zion—that they are the 

only people whom the Lord acknowledges as Zion. If we go to the Greek Church, that 

has existed contemporary with the Catholics for many centuries, and inquire of them 

what their understanding is concerning Zion, they will tell us that it is the Greek Church. 

You go to all the Protestant denominations that have dissented from the Catholics and 

from the Greek Church and inquire of them what Zion is, and the answer of the greater 

portion of them will be, it is the various Christian denominations, such as the Lutherans, 

the Church of England, the Methodists, the various order of Baptists, and the various 

Christian denominations that have arisen during the last three or four centuries. Go to the 

Latter-day Saints and inquire of them what Zion is, and they will tell you it is the Church 

of the living God wherever it can be found. Consequently in order to ascertain what Zion 

is it is necessary for us to understand what the Church of the living God is, and try to 

distinguish between that Church and all other Churches. I shall endeavor, in a very few 

words, to mark out some of the distinguishing features between the true Church of the 

living God and Churches built up by human wisdom; and when we have ascertained what

the true Church is we shall then have learned what the true Zion is.

I will begin with some of the first principles which God has revealed, and which it

is necessary for mankind to obey before they can constitute a part and portion of Zion. 

Before Zion, or the Church of the living God, can have any existence on the earth it is 
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very important and necessary that there should be divine administrators. What I mean by 

this is, men having a divine mission, a divine call—being called of the Lord by the spirit 

of revelation to build up Zion on the earth. And when I speak of men having a divine call 

I do not mean those who have merely an impression, as a great many ministers among all 

religious denominations say that they are called of God because they have an impression 

that God has sent them, and they go forth and preach their peculiar doctrines, as a mission

which they have to deliver to the people. One man who says he is sent of God preaches 

baptism by sprinkling; another man sent by the same God, or who professes to be, 

teaches baptism by pouring water on people. A third man, who says he is sent of God, 

and has an impression to preach, preaches that baptism by immersion is the only true 

mode, and is to be administered to those who have experienced religion, and have 

obtained forgiveness of sins. A fourth man comes forth and says he is called of God, and 

has a divine mission, and the way that God has taught him is to be baptized by immersion

for the remission of sins.

Now we must not undertake to suppose that God is the author of all these 

different methods, and that he sent all these different ministers. If he sent any one man to 

baptize by sprinkling, then those who baptize by immersion are false teachers, running of 

their own accord. If he sent any one man to pour water on those who are candidates to be 

baptized, he has never sent any persons to sprinkle, neither to baptize by immersion; and 

if we can ascertain who it is that is sent, and what the form of ordinances is that are to be 

administered, then we shall understand something towards the first principles of the 

building up of Zion on the earth, or, to come more directly to the point, concerning these 

divinely authorized messengers. How should true messengers of heaven be sent? In what 

way has God always sent them? By divine revelation. Now there never was a 

dispensation since God made man on the earth wherein a message was sent forth to the 

human family unless there was revelation connected with that message, unless the 

ministers who bore that message forth to the human family were divinely called by 

revelation, new revelation I mean. I need not go back and trace the callings and the gifts 

of God unto the patriarchs before the flood, nor those who lived immediately after the 

flood, nor in the days of Moses, nor in the days of the prophets who followed Moses; nor 

in the days of Jesus, nor in the days of the Apostles. All these are before the people, the 

callings and the gifts that were manifested in those days among the various dispensations 

which God has introduced among the human family. In all these various dispensations 

God has directly spoken from the heavens; he has communicated his will to the human 

family. He has raised up revelators and inspired them, he has filled his servants with the 

spirit of prophecy, that they should foretell the future. He has inspired them to write 

revelations, and hence in all these different dispensations the God of heaven has thus 

authorized the children of men to build up his Zion on the earth, and without these no 

such thing as Zion can be built up among the children of men.

Those persons were not only called by revelation, but they also were guided after 

they were called by the spirit of revelation in all their travels. Sometimes when they, of 

their own accord, would have a disposition to visit a certain city, town, neighborhood or 

nation, the Spirit would speak unto them and say: "Not so, that is not the place for you;" 

and they would be constrained by the Holy Ghost not to travel in that direction, but to go 

to some other city that that same Spirit should designate and point out to them. Thus they 

were guided and directed where they should go, what they should preach, what form of 
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doctrine to deliver to the people, what kind of ordinance to administer to them; every 

particular was given by revelation from the Most High.

Let us stop right here and enquire. Have there been any Christian denominations 

for the last seventeen centuries that have enjoyed this spirit of divine revelation? If there 

have been, then Zion existed on the earth during the period this spirit of revelation was 

enjoyed. When this spirit of revelation ceased Zion ceased; when people ceased to be 

called by direct revelation, and the Scriptures ceased to receive any additional books, 

then Zion ceased among the children of men. When mankind came to the conclusion that 

their own wisdom was all-sufficient, independent of any more revelation, Zion ceased 

from off the earth.

How long is it since Zion ceased? For everybody will admit, among all Christian 

denominations, that there has been no revelation for some seventeen hundred years,—

among all the Protestants of the present day, among all the Catholics that lived before 

them and that now live, and among all the different peoples and nations and tongues that 

have received the doctrines of the Catholics, or of the Greek Church. They all admit that, 

they all testify and acknowledge that God has had no inspired men on the earth since the 

days of the Apostles, consequently he has had no Church on the earth, for whenever the 

Church of God exists there exists prophets and men who are capable of writing Scripture;

there exists men who have communion and fellowship with God; there exists men to 

whom the Lord communicates his will by the ministration of holy angels and by his own 

voice. Therefore when these things ceased, and men ceased to be inspired to write 

Scripture, and the Scripture was pronounced full and complete, sealed up as it were, that 

moment the people called Zion are banished from the face of the earth; or in other words 

the Church of the living God has no existence thereon.

There was a Zion on the earth in the first century of the Christian era. They were 

Christians; they believed in Christ; they worshiped Christ, they received his ordinances, 

they were filled with the spirit of revelation, they had their inspired prophets and 

revelators; they had their heavenly visions; they had the ministration of angels; they 

could hear the voice of God; they could behold in heavenly vision the face of the Lord 

Jesus Christ after he had ascended to his Father and was glorified at his right hand. They 

bore testimony that they had seen him, that he had conversed with them and that he had 

communicated his will unto them. These were Christians; that was the Christian Church; 

that may be pronounced Zion.

What existed after this? The Apostles were put to death; they were hunted from 

nation to nation; they wandered about in sheep skins and goat skins in the dens and caves 

of the earth, of whom the world was unworthy. Their followers were put to death by 

hundreds, by thousands, by tens of thousands; and after a while there sprang up a people 

that pretended to be Christians—followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, having no 

apostles, no inspired men, no revelation, no ministration of angels, none of the 

characteristics, except a few forms, of the Christian Church as it existed in the first 

century of the Christian era. This class of men, calling themselves Christian, uniting with 

the various forms of the pagan religion, adopting many of their ceremonies and 

institutions, became very popular, and finally some of the pagans embraced Christianity 

and were placed, as it were, upon the throne, and what they termed Christianity became 

very popular indeed. How long has this order of things existed, this dreadful apostacy, 

this class of people that pronounced themselves Zion, or Christians, without any of the 
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characteristics of Zion? It has existed for some sixteen or seventeen centuries. It has 

spread itself and grown and gone into the four quarters of the earth. It is the great 

ecclesiastical power that is spoken of by the revelator John, and called by him the most 

corrupt and most wicked of all the powers of the earth, under the name of spiritual 

Babylon, or in other words Babel, which signifies confusion. This great and corrupt 

power is also represented by John as presenting a golden cup to the nations, full of all 

manner of filthiness and abominations.

She is termed, in other places, by the same prophet, "The whore of all the earth," 

making the nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.

Some three centuries ago there came out some excellent men, named Martin 

Luther, John Calvin and many others that might be mentioned, who protested against the 

wickedness and abominations of the Church wherein they had been educated, and of 

which they had been members. Because of their protestations against the mother Church 

they were called Protestants. They pronounced her the whore of all the earth; they 

declared that she had no authority, that she had none of the blessings and gifts which 

characterized the ancient Christians. They came out and established other Churches. The 

Lutheran Church prevailed in Germany and various portions of northern Europe. The 

Calvinist Church or Presbyterian Church was also established. Henry the Eighth 

established and became head of the English Church. Wesley, at a later period, established

a Church which has grown to great numbers at the present day. But among all these 

Churches where are the characteristics of Zion? We hunt for them in vain. Go to all these 

666 different Protestant denominations that have come out from the mother Church, and 

inquire of them, Have you inspired men among you? and their united voice is that God 

speaks no more in our day; no other message is given from heaven; no voice is heard 

from the eternal worlds; no angels are sent in these days; no inspired apostles are raised 

up to establish the Church and the Kingdom of God; no men are filled with the spirit of 

prophecy to portray the events of the future, or to accomplish and perform the work of 

God in our day. We enquire, "What have you?" "Oh we have 666 different denominations

and we have surnamed ourselves Christians. We are Bible Christians." How mistaken 

they are! Bible Christians were those who believed in having apostles and inspired 

prophets among them. Bible Christians could receive more revelation and add more 

books to the Bible; Bible Christians could converse with the Lord, and oftentimes beheld 

the face of Jesus; they could commune with holy angels; they had authority from God to 

lay hands upon those whom they baptized, for the reception or baptism of the Holy 

Ghost. This was what constituted ancient Zion; but inquire for these characteristics 

among these 666 different Christian denominations and they will tell you they are all 

gone, they have not any of them amongst them. Now suppose we take their word for it! I 

do, I really believe them. I think they tell the truth when they say they have no inspired 

men. I believe them when they say they have neither prophets nor apostles among them. 

Why do I believe them? Because they have received no new books in addition to the 

Bible, and whenever God had a people on the earth they were constantly giving new 

books, inspired from on high, and when that ceases we draw the conclusion that 

inspiration has ceased.

Under these circumstances what is to be done? If the world has thus apostatized, 

and there has been no Church of the living God, no Zion among the nations for the long 

period I have named, what are we to expect? Is the world always to remain in this 
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condition? Has God spoken for the last time? Were the few favored Christians who lived 

in the first century of our era the last ones who were to be favored with a message from 

heaven? I think not, the Bible tells us a different story altogether. That book tells us that 

there is to be one of the greatest dispensations ushered in upon the face of the earth that 

ever has been since the creation of man, and I profess to believe the Bible. When I read 

the words of the Apostle Paul about the new dispensation that should take place after his 

day, I believe it. You will find in the first chapter of his epistle to the Ephesians that in 

the dispensation of the fulness of times he shall gather together in one all things that are 

in Christ, whether they be in heaven, or here on the earth. A dispensation of gathering, a 

dispensation called the dispensation of the fulness of times, a dispensation in which the 

very heavens, and all the spirits of men that are behind the vail are to be gathered in one; 

all things that are in Christ to be gathered in one, preparatory to the great resurrection that

will take place in that dispensation.

The dispensation that was introduced in the days of the apostles was not a 

dispensation of gathering. When the apostles went forth to build up the Church of Christ 

at Corinth or at Ephesus, in Galatia or any other part of the earth, the Christians all 

remained where they received the Gospel except those who were driven into the 

mountains by the persecutions of their enemies. But in the last dispensation there is to be 

one feature characterizing it that did not characterize the dispensation established by the 

ancient apostles, namely the gathering together of the people—all that are in Christ from 

the ends of the earth. When that dispensation is introduced Zion will be introduced again,

the Lord will bring again Zion.

Many of you who are Bible believers have read a great many prophecies about the

Zion of the latter days and how the Lord should bring again Zion, which seems to 

intimate that Zion was once on the earth, that it was lost from the earth for a certain 

period of time, and that the Lord was going to restore it once more. Let us hear what 

Isaiah has said on this subject: "Thy watchmen shall lift up their voice, with the voice 

together shall they sing, for they will see eye to eye when the Lord shall bring again 

Zion." But perhaps strangers may inquire, How are we to know the period or age of the 

world when the Lord shall bring again Zion, or in other words restore his Church to the 

earth? What are the signs of that day, that we may discern the signs of the times? I will 

tell you how you may know that period. If you will go to the 102nd Psalm of David you 

will find a clue to that period. I think I will read a little of that psalm for the benefit of 

strangers. "When the Lord shall build up Zion he shall appear in his glory." I think this 

gives a clue to the period, for every one will admit that the Lord has not yet appeared in 

his glory. We are looking for him. The Christians of all denominations expect that he will

appear in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. The Latter-day Saints expect 

this in common with all other Christians. But before he appears in his glory he is going to

build up Zion, that is, Zion must again be built up on the earth: and if there is not a Zion 

built up on the earth before he comes, or in other words, if there never is to be another 

Zion built up on the earth, then he never will come. But when we see the day arrive that 

the Lord begins to establish his Church on the earth once more, characterized by apostles 

and prophets, and introduces a dispensation of gathering, wherein all in Christ shall be 

gathered together in one; when the period of time shall come that the watchmen in that 

Zion shall see eye to eye and with the voice together sing, we may know that the Lord is 

coming in his glory, and is near at hand.
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We will read a few other passages in the same psalm. "Thou shalt arise and have 

mercy upon Zion, for the time to favor her, yea the set time has come." The Lord has a 

set time for a great many of his purposes. A set time for the scattering of Israel; a set time

for Jerusalem to be trodden down by the Gentiles until their times are fulfilled; a set time 

for the stone out of the mountain to be cut without hands and the kingdom of God to be 

organized on the earth; a set time for the coming of the angel with the everlasting Gospel 

to be preached to all people, nations, kindreds and tongues; a set time for the Lord to 

favor Zion, as is here declared. "For thy servants take pleasure in her stones and favor the

dust thereof; so the heathen shall fear the name of the Lord and all the kings of the earth 

thy glory."

Now do not mistake, any of you strangers, and think that this was fulfilled in the 

days of David. It was written for a period long after his day. This shall be written for the 

generations to come. "And the people which shall be created shall praise the Lord." That 

is, future generations of the earth—those who live at that peculiar period of time when 

the Lord should again build up Zion on the earth. For "he hath looked down from the 

height of his sanctuary, from heaven did the Lord behold the earth, to hear the groaning 

of the prisoner, to loose those who were appointed to death, to declare the name of the 

Lord in Zion, and his praise in Jerusalem." But, says one, "That means the first time he 

came." Let us read the next verse and see if it really means that period. "When the people 

are gathered together and the kingdoms to serve the Lord." Now, were the people 

gathered together in the days of the first coming of Jesus? No. Were the kingdoms then 

assembled to serve the Lord? No. Recollect that Paul predicted that in the dispensation of 

the fulness of times, all things in Christ are to be gathered together in one. Then the 

heathen nations and the kingdoms of the earth shall be gathered. What for? To be taught 

in his ways, and instructed to walk in his paths.

We will now quote another passage that has reference to the same great event. It 

is contained in the 2nd chapter of Isaiah the prophet. "And it shall come to pass in the last

days"—recollect now it is a work of the latter time—"It shall come to pass in the last 

days that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the 

mountains and shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it." When 

was this fulfilled? Every person with any reflection whatever, that has the least particle of

faith in this prophecy, knows that it never has been fulfilled. The Zion that was built up in

the days of David and that he dwelt in, the Zion that was in existence at Jerusalem 1800 

years ago was thrown down. Zion was plowed like a field, as the Prophet Micah 

predicted it would be. The houses, palaces and mansions in Jerusalem that were called 

Zion were all thrown down, and the beautiful Temple was also torn down and not one 

stone left upon another. But in the last days "The mountain of the house of the Lord shall 

be established in the tops of the mountains, shall be exalted above the hills, and all 

nations shall flow unto it." This shows that it will be a work that will attract the attention 

of the nations. It will not be a work like that which is performed by erring humanity, by 

men without inspiration; but a work of the Lord our God. When he shall build up Zion he

will appear in his glory; when he builds up Zion he will bless the inhabitants, the 

habitations, the palaces, the gates and everything round about that Zion, and the towers 

within that Zion, all will be blessed according to the testimony of the prophets.

But let us read a little further to show more fully that this was a work of the latter 

days. "And all nations shall flow unto it and many people shall go and say 'Come ye and 
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let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and he will 

teach us of his ways and we will walk in his paths, for out of Zion shall go forth the law 

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.'" Two separate and distinct places. The whole 

of the twelve tribes of Israel are to return back to Palestine in Asia and rebuild their city 

of Jerusalem and a temple within that city before, and preparatory to the coming of the 

Lord. Ezekiel, in describing the latter-day building of Jerusalem, says, "And the name of 

the city from that day forward shall be 'The Lord is there.'" After the rebuilding of that 

city it will never be forsaken, or plucked up. As Jeremiah says in his 31st chapter, "It 

shall never be plucked up or thrown down henceforth and for ever." It will stand while all

the generations of the earth shall stand when the house of Israel shall return and rebuild it

under the direction of the Almighty.

But Zion is also to be built up. Another city, not old Jerusalem, but a new 

Jerusalem, called Zion, upon the great western hemisphere, preparatory to the coming of 

the Lord. "Out of Zion shall go forth the law," says the prophet. What law? A law to 

regulate the nations, a law teaching them how to be saved, a law informing the kings and 

emperors and the nobles of the earth how they can save themselves, and how they can 

save their dead. When the mountain of the house of the Lord is established on the tops of 

the mountains they will gather from all those nations to this house of the Lord, to be 

instructed in his ways, that is to learn how to save themselves, and how to save their 

ancestors from generation to generation. How to be baptized for the dead, according to 

the custom practised by the ancient apostles; how to administer for and in behalf of the 

dead. The temple of the Lord, the house of God, that we heard of this morning, is built for

that express purpose. See what follows: "And he shall judge among the nations and 

rebuke many people, and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears 

into pruning hooks. Nations shall not lift up sword against nation neither shall they learn 

war any more."

Now every person will acknowledge with me that such an order of things has not 

yet been fulfilled. It is the Millennium, it is that glorious period of rest when Jesus, 

personally, will reign on this earth, when his throne will be built in the temple at 

Jerusalem, when he will descend on the Mount of Olives on the east of Jerusalem 

accompanied by all his Saints, as you will read in the last chapter of the Prophet 

Zachariah: "The Lord thy God shall come," says Zachariah, "and all his Saints with him, 

and he shall stand his feet in that day on the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem 

to the east; and the Mount of Olives shall divide asunder, half of the mountain moving 

towards the north, and half towards the south, and there shall be a very great valley," and 

so on. And when he descends with all his Saints on that mountain, and this great 

convulsion of the earth takes place, then will Jesus proceed down to the new gate that 

will be built on the east side of the temple—the east gate of the temple, and he will enter 

into that temple and will seat himself on the throne that will be built in that temple. 

Ezekiel when describing this, in the 43rd chapter of his prophecy, says, or rather the Lord

through Ezekiel says, "Son of man behold the place of my throne, and the place of the 

soles of my feet where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever. And 

they shall no more defile my name," and so forth. Here is a prediction that, in that temple 

will be a certain apartment dedicated and set apart for the throne of the Lord, where he 

will sit, as the Prophet Zachariah and many of the Apostles have predicted, on the throne 

of his father David, and judge the whole house of Israel. Dwell with them personally, be 
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in their midst. Where will be the twelve Apostles that wandered about with him, when 

Jesus comes and sits upon that throne? They will also be sitting upon thrones. Where? In 

Palestine. "Ye who have followed me in the regeneration shall sit upon twelve thrones, 

and shall judge the twelve tribes of Israel, and you shall eat and drink at my table at the 

time you shall do this." What? Immortal beings sitting upon thrones, having a table set 

for them and eating and drinking at the table of Jesus in Jerusalem? Yes, this is what is 

promised, and what we are looking for; this is the order of things that will come when 

Zion is fully established on the earth preparatory to that order of things. No wonder that 

nations will no longer lift up sword against nation! No wonder that kings will no longer 

fight against kings, and emperors against emperors! No wonder that they will beat their 

swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks, for it will be a day of 

peace and rest, of which our present Sabbath is typical. As there is one day out of seven 

set apart, sanctified and ordained as a day of rest, so there is one thousand years set apart 

as a day of rest out of the seven thousand which will constitute the temporal existence of 

our earth. That will be the time when the Lord Jesus will reign as King of kings and Lord 

of lords. That will be the time when the kings and nations will come up to Zion and also 

to Jerusalem. The kingdoms will be gathered together to serve the Lord.

Supposing some of them should happen to refuse, those that live off a great 

distance should conclude to refuse, and not go up to worship the Lord of hosts, let us see 

what will become of them. After having spoken of the Lord coming with all the Saints 

with him, and standing his feet on the Mount of Olives, the prophet says: "And it shall 

come to pass in that day that the light shall not be clear or dark, but it shall be one day, 

which shall be known to the Lord; not day nor night, but it shall come to pass that at 

evening time it shall be light. And it shall be in that day that living waters shall go out of 

Jerusalem, half towards the former sea, and half towards the hinder sea; in summer and in

winter shall it be." Again he says, speaking of Jerusalem, "Men shall dwell in it. There 

shall be no more utter destruction, Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited. And this shall be 

the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the people that have fought against 

Jerusalem; their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet; their eyes 

shall consume away in their holes, and their tongues shall consume away in their 

mouths." Again he says: "And it shall be that whosoever will not come up of all the 

families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, even upon 

them there shall be no rain; and if the family of Egypt go not up that have no rain, there 

shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite the heathen that come not up to keep 

the feast of tabernacles. In that day there shall be upon the bells of the horses 'holiness 

unto the Lord.'" We see then that the nations of the earth around about Jerusalem will be 

under the necessity, by the law which God has ordained, to fulfil these prophecies, to go 

up once a year for the purpose of beholding Jesus sitting upon his throne in the midst of 

Jerusalem, and of beholding the twelve Apostles as they sit upon their thrones judging the

twelve tribes of Israel. From year to year they will have to go up for the purpose of 

worshiping him. By and by some of them, perhaps, will get it into their hearts that there is

no use in their going up. "What is the use of our taking this long journey to Jerusalem?" 

and they will begin to say within their hearts—"We can serve God here in our own land 

just as well as going up to Jerusalem." Just as soon as they begin to apostatize in this way

the Lord will send a plague, a famine, that is, withhold the rains of heaven, so that their 

lands will be parched up, and if the family of Egypt, that have no rain, refuse to go up, 
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there will be a peculiar plague set apart for them, namely, the same kind of a plague that 

will come upon the various nations that gather up against Jerusalem to battle just before 

the Lord comes and stands his feet upon the Mount of Olives. It will be no judgment, no 

calamity whatever for no rain to be given to the land of Egypt, because they depend on 

the waters of the Nile, by irrigation they overflow the land, hence it is no particular 

consequence to the people of Lower Egypt to have no rain.

I mention all these things in order that the Latter-day Saints may be re-refreshed 

in regard to the great events that must take place in the latter times, and that strangers 

who are in our midst may have a more full understanding of the views of the Latter-day 

Saints in regard to the ancient prophecies. You see we are looking for the building up of 

Zion on the earth, for the lifting up of the standard of the Lord, an ensign for the nations; 

or in other words, as I read at the commencement of my remarks: "For behold Zion shall 

go forth and become the joy of the whole earth, and the glory of God shall be upon her 

and the day shall come when the nations of the earth shall fear and tremble because of 

her, and shall fear because of her terrible ones." Why? Because the Lord himself will be 

in the midst of Zion, before he comes on the Mount of Olives.

Now here is the difference between Zion and old Jerusalem. The Jews, or many of

them, will gather back to Jerusalem in a state of unbelief in the true Messiah, believing in

the prophets but rejecting the New Testament, and looking for the Messiah to come, 

honest-hearted no doubt, many of them. And they will rebuild Jerusalem after the times 

of the Gentiles are fulfilled. While in that state of unbelief Gog and Magog, the 

inhabitants of Russia and all those nations in northern Europe and northern Asia, a great 

multitude, will gather against the Jews before Jesus comes, and they will fill up the great 

valley of Armageddon, the great valley of Jehosaphat and all the surrounding valleys; 

they will be like a cloud covering the land. Horses and chariots and horsemen, a very 

great army, will gather up there to take a spoil. For you know when the Rothschilds and 

the great bankers among the Jewish nation shall return back to their own land to rebuild 

the city of Jerusalem, carrying their capital with them, it will almost ruin some of the 

nations, and the latter will go up against Jerusalem to take a spoil. And they will succeed 

in taking half the city captive; and when they are in the act of destroying that city, behold 

the Lord will come with all his Saints, and he shall stand his feet on the Mount of Olives, 

"And in that day" says the Prophet Zachariah "shall the Lord go forth and fight against all

those nations that have fought against Jerusalem, and their flesh shall consume away 

upon their bones, their eyes in their sockets. This great calamity comes upon the Jewish 

nation in consequence of their unbelief in the true Messiah.

Not so with Zion, she will be built upon the great western hemisphere in North 

America, and become a righteous people long before the Jews will gather home. Zion 

will be built up by the gathering of the Saints from all the nations and kingdoms of the 

earth. Zion will be built up, her habitations will be reared, her Temple will be built and 

the glory of God will rest upon them long before these great events in connection with the

house of Israel will be fulfilled. Hence there is a difference between Zion and Jerusalem 

in the latter days.

We will now read something more about this Zion. Isaiah, as I have already 

quoted in the second chapter, has told us about the house of the Lord, and the great peace 

that should come, the beating of swords into ploughshares, &c., and then he goes on to 

portray the blessings that are to come upon Zion. He says, "In that day seven women 
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shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread and wear our own apparel, 

only let us be called by thy name to take away our reproach. In that day shall the branch 

of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and 

comely." Thus we see that Zion is to become glorious. The branch of the Lord, the branch

of his own planting, established by his own power, the building up of a people and city 

by his own instructions and administration, by the inspiration of his servants, the 

establishing of Zion no more to be thrown down. And the Lord will create upon every 

dwelling place of Mount Zion and upon her assemblies a cloud and smoke by day, and a 

shining, flaming fire by night; and upon all the glory shall be a defence; and there shall be

a tabernacle for a shadow in the day time from the heat, and for a place of refuge and for 

a covert from storm and from rain. How often I have quoted this passage! I am not tired 

of quoting it yet. It is among the great events of the latter days; it is among those marvels 

and wonders that are just at hand. A Zion to be built up; a city of Zion having habitations,

and upon these habitations a supernatural light by night, and a supernatural cloud by day. 

No such event has happened since this prophecy was uttered by the Prophet Isaiah 1t 

remains to be fulfilled in the latter days. No wonder then that the Lord said to Joseph 

Smith in the year 1831, that is, before we were a great people, while we were only a few 

hundreds, well did the Lord inspire him to say that Zion should become great and 

glorious and the day should come that the nations of the earth should tremble because of 

her, and should fear because of her terrible ones; for the glory of God shall be there, and 

the power of the Lord shall be there when the day comes that the city of Zion is clothed 

upon with the glorious appendage that is herein predicted; when the branch of the Lord 

becomes beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth excellent and comely, when that

day shall come that seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, "We will eat our 

own bread and wear our own apparel, only let us be called by thy name to take away our 

reproach," when that day shall come that the Lord God shall show forth his power in Zion

—upon her Tabernacle, upon her Temple, her meeting places, her residences, palaces, 

towers, walls and gates, when that day shall come it will astonish the nations even unto 

the ends of the earth. Thus you see the reason why the kings of the earth will go up to 

Zion. They would not go if there was not something very extraordinary happened. Do 

you suppose the kings would forsake their thrones and their earthly glory and go up to the

mountain of the Lord to be taught in his ways and instructed in his paths, and that many 

nations would say, "Come let us go up to the house of the Lord," if there was not 

something very extraordinary manifested in the midst of Zion? You might go and preach 

to them, as the sectarians preach, until you were greyheaded, and you could scarcely get 

near the throne of a king, much less would you be able to persuade him to leave his 

kingdom and throne and go up to Zion. But when the Lord begins to move, and show 

forth his power, when he begins to light up the habitations of Zion, when he comes to 

Zion to turn away ungodliness from Jacob, then I think the nations will begin to wake up.

Let us read a little more about the glory of Zion in the 59th and 60th chapters of 

Isaiah. I told you a little while ago that Jesus would come to Zion and would show forth 

his glory there, while the Jews would be reserved for a great chastisement and would be 

afflicted by the nations gathering against them, fighting against them and taking half the 

city captive, and so on. Now let me read a prophecy in the latter part of the 59th chapter 

of Isaiah. "So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and his glory from the 

rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood the Spirit of the Lord shall 
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lift up a standard against him, and the Redeemer shall come to Zion and unto them that 

turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord. As for me this is my covenant with thee 

saith the Lord, my spirit that is upon thee and my words that I put in thy mouth shall not 

depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy 

seed's seed saith the Lord, from henceforth even for ever. Arise and shine, for thy light is 

come and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." You notice here, then, that the 

Redeemer is to come to Zion, at the time when every habitation is lighted up with his 

light, and to all that turn from transgression in Jacob.

Now let me here remark that this remnant of the house of Israel or Jacob, which 

we term the American Indians, are eventually to become a righteous branch of the house 

of Israel; when the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled, they will be numbered among the 

people of the covenant made with ancient Israel, they will be a branch of the Lord, 

beautiful and glorious, excellent and comely, and the power of the Lord will be upon 

them. In that day Jesus will come to them, they being a remnant of the tribe of Joseph. 

Then will be fulfilled that which was predicted by the Patriarch Jacob upon the 

descendants of Joseph. Speaking of Joseph he says, "Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful 

bough by a well, whose branches run over the wall. The archers have sorely grieved him 

and shot at him and hated him, but his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands 

were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob, from thence is the Shepherd, 

the stone of Israel."

When Jesus comes to Zion as is here predicted, in the 59th chapter of Isaiah, he 

will come in the character of a great shepherd. Not in the clouds of heaven with power 

and great glory; but appearing in the midst of Zion and administering to the remnants of 

Joseph in the character of a shepherd. From thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel. 

Now we all know that Jesus sprang from Judah; but here is a declaration that from Joseph

is the shepherd, the stone of Israel. That is, he will come the second time as a shepherd. 

He will gather his flock, or as the Psalmist David has said, "Give ear, O Shepherd of 

Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock, stir up thy strength and come and save us." 

He will come as a shepherd, he will stir up his strength and show forth his power and the 

remnant of Joseph will be lead by their shepherd, long before the Jews are redeemed. 

"Arise and shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee."

What condition do you suppose the wicked will be in in those days, even all the 

inhabitants of the earth except Zion? "For behold darkness shall cover the earth and gross

darkness the people; but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon 

thee." What a difference between Zion and the rest of mankind! Darkness covering the 

whole four quarters of the globe. Why darkness? Because the salt of the earth is gathered 

out; the children of light are gathered together to Zion, and those who are left behind are 

in darkness, that is, a great many of them. No doubt there will be honest ones, and vast 

numbers who will come to Zion, notwithstanding the darkness that covers the earth.

We will read the next verse: "And the Gentiles shall come to thy light and kings 

to the brightness of thy rising." "Thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not be 

shut day nor night, that men may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their 

kings may be brought, for the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish, 

yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted." What! no people or nation left that will not 

serve Zion? Not one. What will become of this great republic with its forty millions of 

people, and which is spreading forth continually? If they will comply with the ordinances
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of Zion, repent of their sins and be prepared for this great and glorious day, God will save

them; but if they will not they will be utterly wasted away. Thus have the prophets 

declared. "The sons also of them that afflicted thee, shall come bending unto thee and 

shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet, and they shall call thee the city of the 

Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel." Now here is a little comfort to you miners: 

"For brass I will bring Gold, for iron I will bring silver, and for wood brass, and for 

stones iron; and I will make thine officers peace and thine exactors righteousness. 

Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders."

"Wars will cease in those days. The sun shall no more be thy light by day, neither 

for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee, but the Lord shall be unto thee an 

everlasting light, and thy God thy glory." Zion will not need the sun when the Lord is 

there, and all the city is lighted up by the glory of his presence. When the whole heavens 

above are illuminated by the presence of his glory we shall not need those bright 

luminaries of heaven to give light, so far as the city of Zion is concerned. But there will 

be a great people round about, dwelling in other cities that will still have need of the light

of the sun and the moon; but the great capital city where the Lord will establish one of his

thrones—for his throne is not to be in Jerusalem alone, it will also be in Zion, as you will 

find in numerous places in this Bible. When therefore, he shall establish his throne in 

Zion and shall light up the habitations thereof with the glory of his presence, they will not

need this light which comes from the bright luminaries that shine forth in yonder 

heavens, but they will be clothed upon with the glory of their God. When the people meet

together in assemblies like this, in their Tabernacles, the Lord will meet with them, his 

glory will be upon them; a cloud will overshadow them by day and if they happen to have

an evening meeting they will not need gas light or lights of an artificial nature, for the 

Lord will be there and his glory will be upon all their assemblies. So says Isaiah the 

Prophet, and I believe it. Amen. 

-- Orson Pratt, Journal of Discourses, 14:343-356

Establishment of Zion – Orson Pratt

The Sabbath before last I addressed the congregation and spoke of the people 

inhabiting the great mountain territory, removing. You will recollect this. You know our 

enemies have had a great many speculations about our moving. A great many have 

supposed that we would remove to an island of the sea; others have pointed out 

Vancouver's Island, others Russian America, as it used to be called; others have pointed 

out Mexico; others the islands of the Indian Ocean; and others South America, as the 

future destination of the Latter-day Saints. But Sunday before last I endeavored to point 

out to you our hopes, our views as contrasted with the views of our enemies, in relation to

our future destination. I will repeat again, to bring to the remembrance of the Latter-day 

Saints, and those who might have been present on that occasion, what was then said. We 

expect that these mountains will not be the residence of all the Latter-day Saints; we 

expect that the great majority of the people will emigrate. We want to tell you where our 

eyes are fixed. As stated in our former discourse, they are fixed upon a land—not in the 

distant islands of the Indian Ocean, nor in the Pacific Ocean, nor in South America, but 
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our eyes are fixed upon a land on the western boundaries of the State of Missouri and the 

boundaries of the State of Kansas. We expect to go there just as much as we expect the 

sun will rise and set. We have no other expectation. We expect to return there just as 

much as the Jews expect to return to old Jerusalem in the latter days. Perhaps you may 

inquire if we expect to return as a majority. Yes. Do we expect to return as a great 

people? Yes. Do we expect to return with our wives and our children? Do we expect to 

return in a peaceable manner? Of course. Have you ever seen any other feeling on the 

part of the Latter-day Saints, only to promote peace wherever they may settle? What has 

been our object from the commencement? Peace and goodwill to all men. But perhaps 

you may still further inquire concerning our emigration to the eastern boundaries of the 

State of Kansas, and to the western boundaries of the State of Missouri, what we intend to

do in that part of the country? We expect to be farmers, a great many of us. We expect to 

introduce all kinds of machinery and manufactures. We expect to build mills. We expect 

to become a very industrious, frugal, economical people. We expect to have our 

merchandise and our stores and storehouses in that land. We expect to build a great many

hundred school-houses in that country, just the same as we have already done in this 

country and in the two adjacent Territories, Idaho in the north and Arizona in the south. 

We do not calculate to neglect our children in regard to their education. We expect to 

build a great number of academies or the higher schools, and besides a great many 

school-houses. We expect to erect universities for the still higher branches to be taught. 

We expect to build many hundreds of meeting-houses, and we expect to be a people very 

densely located there—not one man taking up six or eight miles of land, and calling it his 

farm; we don't expect to live that way, but we do expect to settle a very dense settlement 

in that region of country. We expect to own the land, too. How? By purchase. We expect 

to purchase the land that we have not already purchased. We have already purchased a 

great deal of land in Jackson County and Clay County, Missouri, and our purchases are 

on record if they have not destroyed the record; but we were driven from that land, from 

our farms and homes; our houses were burned down, our merchandise that we had in our 

store was taken and strewn through the street; our printing office—one of the most distant

western offices in the Union—was also destroyed; the type was taken out and scattered 

through the streets; our hay stacks were burned, our cattle were shot down, and we were 

driven in the cold month of November from our houses and lands purchased of the 

general Government, and we fled before our enemies. "Well," says one, "are you not 

afraid to go ask again to purchase land in that country when you were thus treated in the 

early settlement in 1833, when you were driven from your homes, some of you 

massacred, your property destroyed—are you not afraid to return?" O, I expect they are 

more civilized now. Do you think civilized people would murder now? Do you think they

would drive people from their homes now? We may give them a chance to see. At any 

rate we shall fulfill our part, purchase the land, gather together upon our own purchased 

land, and we calculate to obey all the laws of the State of Missouri, and all the laws of the

State of Kansas that are constitutional in their nature. But, says one, suppose the people 

should rise up and say you should not possess the land, what would you do? We would 

leave the matter in the hands of the Lord, just the same as we did at first when He led us 

by revelation to where the great central stake of Zion should be built. We went there 

because the Lord told us to go. We settled upon the very spot where the Lord commanded

us. We commenced to lay the foundation of a temple about three-quarters of a miles from
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Independence, Jackson County, Missouri. It was then a wilderness, with large trees on the

temple block. I visited that place 47 years afterwards, namely, a year ago last September, 

and not a tree was to be found on that temple block—not so much as a stump—

everything seemed to be cleared off, and one would scarcely know, unless very well 

acquainted with the ground, where the temple site was located. There, however, we 

expect to build a temple different from all other temples in some respects. It will be built 

much larger, cover a larger area of ground, far larger than this Tabernacle covers, and this

Tabernacle will accommodate from 12,000 to 15,000 people. We expect to build a temple

much larger, very much larger, according to the revelation God gave to us forty years ago

in regard to that temple. But you may ask in what form will it be built? Will it be built in 

one large room, like this Tabernacle? No; there will be 24 different compartments in the 

Temple that will be built in Jackson County. The names of these compartments were 

given to us some 45 or 46 years ago; the names we still have, and when we build these 24

rooms, in a circular form and arched over the centre, we shall give the names to all these 

different compartments just as the Lord specified through Joseph Smith. Now, our 

enemies do not believe one word of this. They think we are enthusiastic, they think that 

this is all nonsense, and I do not know but there may be some of the Latter-day Saints 

that begin to partake of the same spirit, owing to their assimilating themselves so much to

the fashion of the world, that they have lost their strong and powerful faith in that which 

God has predicted by the mouth of his servants. Perhaps you may ask for what purpose 

these 24 compartments are to be built. I answer not to assemble the outside world in, nor 

to assemble the Saints all in one place, but these buildings will be built with a special 

view to the different orders, or in other words the different quorums or councils of the 

two Priesthoods that God has ordained on the earth. That is the object of having 24 rooms

so that each of these different quorums, whether they be High Priests or Seventies, or 

Elders, or Bishops, or lesser Priesthood, or Teachers, or Deacons, or Patriarchs, or 

Apostles, or High Councils, or whatever may be the duties that are assigned to them, they

will have rooms in the Temple of the Most High God, adapted, set apart, constructed, and

dedicated for this special purpose. Now, I have not only told you that we shall have these 

rooms, but I have told you the object of these rooms in short, not in full. But will there be

any other buildings excepting those 24 rooms that are all joined together in a circular 

form and arched over the center—are there any other rooms that will be built—detached 

from the Temple? Yes. There will be tabernacles, there will be meeting houses for the 

assembling of the people on the Sabbath day. There will be varius places of meeting so 

that the people may gather together; but the Temple will be dedicated to the Priesthood of

the Most High God, and for most sacred and holy purposes. Then you see that, 

notwithstanding all these Temples that are now building in this Territory, and those that 

have been built before we came here in Kirtland and Nauvoo, the Lord is not confined to 

an exact pattern in relation to these Temples building in the different Stakes any more 

than He is confined in the creation of worlds to make them all of the same size. He does 

not make them all of one size, nor does He set them rolling on their axes in the same 

plane, nor does He construct any in many respects alike; there is variation as much as 

there is in the human form. Take men and women. There are general outlines that are 

common to all, but did you ever see two faces alike among all the millions of the human 

family? What a great variety, and yet all are constructed in general outline alike—after 

the image of God. So in regard to the building of Temples. The Lord will not confine 
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Himself to any one special method to be so many feet long, so many feet wide, and so 

many places for the Priesthood to stand, but He will construct His Temples in a great 

variety of ways, and by and by, when the more perfect order shall exist we shall construct

them, through the aid of revelation, in accordance with the Temples that exist in yonder 

heaven. And when I speak of yonder heaven I do not refer to that kind of heaven the 

sectarian world sings about, beyond the bounds of time and space. I have no reference to 

any heaven beyond space, but I have reference to the heaven that the Lord has sanctified 

and made heaven in other worlds that he has created, consisting of all kinds of materials 

the same as our world is, and when this world passes through its various ordeals, it, too, 

by and by, will pass away and die like the body of man and be resuscitated again, a new 

heaven and a new earth, eternal in its nature. The new worlds that are thus constructed 

and quickened by the fullness of the celestial glory will be the heavens where the Gods 

will dwell, or in other words, those that are made like unto God, when their bodies are 

changed in all respects like unto His glorious body, changed from materiality and 

cleansed from sin and redeemed, they will then be immortal and dwell in a heavenly 

world. Now, in this world there will be Temples, and these Temples will be constructed 

according to the most perfect law of the celestial kingdom, for the world in which they 

are built or in which they stand will be a celestial body. This last Temple that I am 

speaking of, or this last one to be built in Jackson County, Missouri, will be constructed 

after that heavenly pattern in all particulars. Why? Because it will never perish, it will 

exist for ever. "What! Do you mean to say," says one, "that the materials of that temple 

will not wear?" "Do you mean to say," some of you may inquire in your hearts, "that age 

will have no effect upon the walls and the materials of that temple?" This is what I mean

—I mean to say that not only the Temple, but all the buildings that shall be built round 

about that Temple, and the city that will be built round about it, which will be called the 

New Jerusalem, will be built of materials that never will decay. "But," says one, "that will

be contrary to the laws of nature." You may cite me to some of the buildings that existed 

before Christ that were built out of the most durable materials that could be found, and 

yet when the storms of hail, rain and snow came, these buildings began to waste away 

until they could scarcely be recognized. Well, I do not ask you to think that this temple 

and the city round about it will defy the rough hand of time and the work of the elements 

of our globe, and exist for ever, so far as natural laws are concerned; but there is a 

principle higher than these natural laws. Did you never think of it—a higher principle, a 

higher kingdom that governs all these laws of nature, such as you and I have been 

accustomed to understand ever since our youth. I say there is a higher law, a controlling 

power over all the laws of nature, that will prevent these buildings from decaying; and I 

wish while dwelling upon this subject to say a little about another subject; that is, the 

building up of Palestine with the new Jerusalem. It will be the old Jerusalem rebuilt upon 

its former site. Now, will that city ever be destroyed, will it ever decay? Will the Temple 

to be built in Palestine ever be thrown down or ever be furrowed with hail, rain, snow and

frost—will these ever have any effect upon it? No, not in the least. Why? Because God 

will be there. So He will be in the temple of Zion on this continent, and by His power, by 

His laws—which are superior to all those grosser laws of nature—He will preserve both 

of these cities, one on the western hemisphere, and one on the eastern hemisphere, from 

any decay whatever. Now, we have it recorded here in this book, in the 31st chapter of 

Jeremiah, that this city on the eastern continent shall not be thrown down any more 
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forever. It seems, therefore, to be an eternal city, never to be destroyed. "But," says one, 

"I cannot believe that; I cannot believe but what these cities will be subject, just as much 

as anything else to decay." Do you believe this good book—the Bible? If you do, you are 

obliged to believe that such things are possible. Do you want to know some of them? I 

will mention one instance. You will recollect that Moses commanded Aaron to take a pot 

of manna and lay it before the Lord, to be kept for their generations. Now it was a noted 

fact that if the children of Israel gathered more manna than would last them until after the

next morning, it would decay, but on the last day before the Sabbath they gathered manna

for two days, and they found that on the Sabbath day it was preserved. Who preserved it? 

Why did it last two days instead of one? Because God counteracted those lesser laws, or 

laws of nature, by His divine power, which is greater than them all, and He therefore 

preserved for two days that which would not last longer on the other days of the week 

than twenty-four hours. Well, we find that the Lord ordered the manna to be placed in the

tabernacle to be kept for their generations, that they might see the bread wherewith He 

had fed them in the wilderness, when He brought them forth from the land of Egypt. Did 

that manna decay? No, it remained fresh and pure in the tabernacle. Why? Because God 

was there; His divine power was there; a miracle was wrought to counteract the general 

laws of nature such as we generally understand them to be, and this manna was preserved

from generation to generation. Now the Being that could produce this effect upon a small 

quantity of substance on a pot of manna could He not do the same in regard to whole 

buildings, or is His arm so limited that He has to work in a little narrow corner and 

preserve a little handful of manna from spoiling through decay. I would say that the same

Being that could perform this, which we might term a lesser miracle, could extend the 

same power to stone, wood, and to all kinds of metal and material that might enter into 

the construction of a Temple. Shall I limit that power to the preserving of a Temple! No. 

The same Being could preserve the city round about the Temple, hence it is a city that 

shall never be destroyed nor thrown down from that time henceforth and forever. God 

will be in the city. He will take care that the building materials suffer nothing from the 

laws of nature. He will take care that the city is illuminated by His divine power, and 

especially the Temple, the most sacred of all the Temples, where He will have His throne,

where the Twelve Apostles will have their thrones, as the judges of the twelve tribes of 

Israel; He will take care that there is nothing in that Temple that shall decay in the least 

degree. So it will be in the New Jerusalem. Zion upon this great western hemisphere will 

have a city called the New Jerusalem (because it has never been built before) and God 

will preserve it by His divine power. Read what the Psalmist, David, has said in the 50th 

Psalm: "Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. Our God shall come, and 

shall not keep silence; a fire shall devour before Him, and it shall be very tempestuous 

round about Him. He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that He may 

judge His people. Gather my Saints together unto me, those that have made a covenant 

with me by sacrifice." Perhaps you may ask why it is called "the perfection of beauty." 

Shall I read from the chapter I opened with? In the 11th verse of that chapter we read: "O 

though afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones 

with fair colors, and lay thy foundation with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of 

agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones." Now any 

person that is acquainted with mineralogy or with geology, and any person that has 

studied these things to any great extent, knows concerning these precious stones how 
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very precious they are esteemed, and how a small portion of these stones is very 

frequently valued at more than its weight in gold, some of them one hundred times their 

weight in gold, and yet the Lord will bring or create, or form, as the case may be, or tell 

His children how to form those precious stones in great abundance, sufficiently pure and 

crystallized in order to complete the foundations and also the temples and the public 

buildings of that great city called the New Jerusalem. But before this shall commence, the

Lord has addressed them as a people afflicted: "O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and

not comforted." Just as the Latter-day Saints have been now for upwards of forty years 

driven from place to place before we emigrated to this great mountain desert, persecuted 

by our enemies, our cities taken from us, our villages taken from us, our farms taken from

us, our flocks and herds shot down; we were robbed of all these things, and yet without 

any redress from the Government under which we live. We then came forth beyond these 

great rocky chains of mountains, hoping that in the distant desert, where no other people 

would have thought of locating themselves, we might live undisturbed. We have been 

greatly prospered in this desert. We have lived here long enough to fulfill a great many of

the prophecies that are contained in this good Jewish Bible. But we have not yet got 

through with fulfilling prophecies. We are designed as a people to fulfill a great many 

prophecies. We shall move however, as I have already stated, down into that region of 

country. But you may say—that is, some of the weak Latter-day Saints may say—that it 

will cost so much; we will have to purchase all that country sufficiently extensive to give 

place to all this people. How are you going to obtain means enough to purchase a country

large enough for all this people to dwell in? Well, now, the Lord has that in His own 

hands, don't you know it? Is it a difficult thing for the Lord to make his people rich when 

they are prepared for it, after days of tribulation, after passing through a great many 

afflictions and difficulties, tossed to and fro; would it be a difficult matter for the Lord to 

open up whenever He pleases, means of unmeasurable riches, more than all the Latter-

day Saints would know how to use? Hear what the Lord says: "For brass I will bring 

gold, and for iron I will bring silver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron. Violence 

shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders." Who 

were the people here spoken of? They were people that should be clothed upon with this 

light that I have been speaking of, this glorious light; the presence of the lord will be in 

their midst, and it will radiate over their temples, it will light their city by night and by 

day. "But are you sure." says one, "that such a thing will take place?" I have no time to 

read all the Lord says on the subject, but if you read the 60th chapter of Isaiah, you will 

find that the sun shall be no longer necessary by day, nor the moon by night, to give light 

to a certain people. Why? Because "the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and 

thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go down." Not like our sun which arises in the 

morning and exists above the horizon for a few hours, then descends, and darkness covers

the earth. Not so with this light, the glorious divine light that will lighten up the heights 

of Zion. It will never go down, it will be a standing miracle by day and by night, from 

one week to another, month after month, year after year, until the one thousand years 

shall have rolled away over the heads of the people that dwell on the earth. But let us see 

what more is said. That same God that has spoken of these great riches, brass for gold, 

iron instead of silver, for wood brass, and for stones iron—I say that that same God has 

exhorted the latter-day people called Zion to "Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the 

glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." I do not mean something that never can be 
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discerned. I mean that true light that emanates from the great fountain of light, the 

Messiah, the Redeemer; that true light that lighteth every man that cometh into the world;

that true light which is in all things and giveth light to all things; that true light that 

lighteth up the understanding of the children of men and quickeneth their memory; that 

true light that quickens the eyes of this mortal tabernacle, that we are able to discern 

objects round about us; that true light which is of God, will be rendered visible to the 

eyes of all the inhabitants of that city. And shall I limit it there? No. The light will shine 

so conspicuously from that city, extending to the very heavens, that it will in reality be 

like unto a city set upon a hill that cannot be hid, and it will have quite a tendency to 

strike terror to all the nations of the earth. Will all see it? No, some may be too far off, 

beyond the ocean, to behold that miraculous light that will shine forth in this city, but I 

will tell you the effect it will have upon the kings, queens, rulers, congressmen and 

judges of the earth—they will hear of it by telegraph; the news will be flashed over the 

civilized nations of the earth, but they will not believe it. They will say, "Let us cross the 

ocean, and let us see this thing that is reported to us by telegraph; let us see whether it is 

so or not." Well, when they get within a day or two's journey of the city they will be 

alarmed. Some of these kings and nobles, when they see the light shining forth like the 

northern lights in the arctic regions, illuminating the whole face of the heavens—when 

they see this light shining forth long before they reach the city, fear will take hold of them

there, says the Psalmist, in the 48th Psalm, they will become weak, and their knees will 

smite together like the knees of Belshazzar. They will try to haste away from the glory of 

God and from the power of God, and to get out of the country as soon as possible. Fear 

and terror will be upon them. It will have an effect upon many other kings and nobles, 

more pure in heart, more honest, that are willing to receive the truth; it will have a 

different effect upon them, so much so, that they will say with Isaiah, "Arise, shine, for 

thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, darkness 

covers the earth and gross darkness the people; but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and 

His glory shall be seen from thee. And the gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to 

the brightness of thy rising." These are the different effects which it will have upon the 

rulers of the various nations, some believing, some trembling, some humbling themselves

and willing to forsake their thrones and their kingdoms and their empires to come and 

dwell with the people of God, while others more wicked, more corrupt, will not be able to

endure it. This shining light will be seen for many miles distant, and the wicked will flee 

away; they will be fearful lest they be smitten by that power that illuminates the people of

God, hence the terror of the Lord will be there. Terrr will take hold of the wicked when 

Zion becomes as fair as the sun and as clear as the moon, and her banners will be terrible 

to all nations. One would naturally suppose when we see the present hardness of heart 

that exists among our enemies, when we see our Elders waylaid, young peaceable boys 

that are taking their first mission abroad to proclaim the Gospel of the Son of God—when

we see them shot down and their murderers tried by a jury and acquitted, and then tried 

for riot and acquitted of that—one would naturally suppose that a people so hard in their 

hearts would not be converted to believe even if they should see the power of God 

manifested. But do you suppose that among these people where such things are carried on

in the light of day, where murderers go free and where judges say, "commit murder, 

commit riots, take the life of the innocent; we will free you"—do you suppose that there 

are no honest hearted among the people that are allowed to do this? If you do you are 

245



mistaken. There are many of the honest in heart deceived by the cunning craftiness of the 

children of men, by priestcraft which lies at the foundation of all the persecutions 

endured by the Latter-day Saints. Priests, afraid of their craft, afraid of this little one, 

afraid that the little one will become a thousand, and the small one a strong nation, say: 

"let us down upon them, let us drive them from their homes, let us burn their houses, let 

us persecute them from city to city, let us fall upon their missionaries and put them to 

death." We would hardly suppose that there could be found an honest person among such

a people, but there are. There are good-hearted people all through the States. In Missouri, 

where they first drove us? Yes, many. In Ohio, where we were also driven? Yes, many 

which are honest before God, and will receive the testimony of the Gospel, and unto this 

Zion that I have been speaking of such will gather together, to swell the numbers of the 

Latter-day Saints, and we will become a strong nation and they cannot help themselves, 

and this is what makes them feel so bad. But, says one, we can help ourselves. We have 

got the Secretary of State, Mr. Evarts, and he in connection with others of the Cabinet, 

have published a circular unto the nations of Germany, Great Britain, Norway, Sweden 

and Denmark, asking their help; "Will you not step forward," say they, "and put a stop to 

the emigration of the Latter-day Saints. We are afraid they are growing too strong. We 

are afraid there are too many of them in yonder hills. O, Great Britain, help us! O 

Germany, help us! Let your arm stretch forth and allow no more of these Latter-day 

Saints to gather to the mountains of Utah! O keep them back. Shut up the ports of 

Liverpool, of Europe, and let no more emigrate to that land!" Do you think they can shut 

the ports of heaven? Do you think that yonder spirits that dwell in the presence of God 

the Father, will be kept back, and will not come here and take infant tabernacles to swell 

the borders of Zion? Think you, you can shut down the gates of heaven and control this 

matter? Stretch forth your arm and try to stay the arm of the Almighty, that He send no 

more spirits here to swell the borders of Zion! Would it not be well to pass laws to 

prevent these spirits coming, to prevent this heavenly emigration? Think you, you can 

stay the purposes of the Great Jehovah? No; these spirits will come and our streets will be

full of children, sons and daughters, and they will say, as they crowd up: "The place is 

too strait, Give place to me that I may dwell," and they will stretch forth the curtains of 

their habitations, they will lengthen their cords and strengthen their stakes in spite of all 

the powers of earth and hell combined. "A little one," says the Prophet Isaiah, "shall 

become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation." Daniel caught the same spirit. He 

saw a little one planted in the mountains. He saw a kingdom organized, an ecclesiastical 

government called the Kingdom of the God of Heaven. He saw it organized—not in the 

lower countries of he earth, but he saw it organized in a high and lofty region; in other 

words, as is recorded in the 18th chapter of his prophecies, he saw an ensign lifted up 

upon the mountains. What is an ensign? "Why," says one, "according to our dictionary, 

and according to our opinion upon this subject, I should suppose an ensign, or standard, 

to be something unto which the people will gather." You have thought right. This ensign, 

says the Lord, shall be lifted up upon the mountain. What is an ensign? It is not only 

something unto which the people will gather, but it is something of divine appointment, 

something that the Lord organizes, something that will be a pattern to all peoples, nations

and governments erected in the mountains, and He calls upon all the inhabitants of the 

earth to see it. In another place the Prophet Isaiah says: "And He shall set up an ensign 

for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel and gather together the dispersed 
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of Judah from the four corners of the earth." Can you hinder it? Can you oppose the 

almighty hand of Jehovah that he shall not accomplish His purposes? It cannot be done. 

You may afflict, you may pass laws, you may call upon distant nations to help you, you 

may shut down the emigration against the Latter-day Saints, you may drive them, you 

may burn their houses—you may do all this, but they will continue to live and to stretch 

forth in spite of all the powers beneath the heavens, and become a great people under the 

Constitution of this great land. We never want to be freed from the Constitution of our 

country. It is built upon heavenly principles. It is established as firm as the rock of ages, 

and when those that abuse it shall moulder in corruption under the surface of the earth, 

the American Constitution will stand and no people can destroy it, because God raised it 

by our ancient fathers, and inspired them to frame that sacred instrument. The 

Constitution is one thing; corrupt politicians are another thing. One may be bright as the 

sun at noonday, the other as corrupt as hell itself; that is the difference. Because we have 

a good Constitution that is no sign that the strong arm of the law, founded upon that 

Constitution, will protect the minority as well as the majority. The politician may suffer 

the majority to trample upon the rights guaranteed by that Constitution to the minority. 

They have done it before, and perchance they will continue to do it until they are wasted 

away. Then will be fulfilled another saying in this same chapter which I have read—"For 

thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the 

Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited." Now, there are a great many cities

in the United States that will not be totally destroyed when the inhabitants are swept off 

the surface of the earth. Their houses, their desolate cities will still remain unoccupied 

until Zion in her glory and strength shall enlarge the place of her tents, and stretch forth 

the curtains of her habitations. That is the destiny of this nation, and the destiny of the 

Latter-day Saints. Amen. 

-- Orson Pratt, Journal of Discourses, 24:22-32.

Zion of Enoch – Orson Pratt

What is the meaning of the word Zion? The Prophet Enoch answers this question 

in the following language:--"And the Lord called His people Zion, because they were of 

one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them."

The Lord by the mouth of Joseph the Prophet gave the following definition:--"Let Zion 

rejoice, for this is Zion--The pure in Heart." Enoch was called of God, when but a young 

man, and was sent forth unto the antediluvian nations to preach Faith, Repentance, and 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and to Prophesy and warn the people of approaching 

judgment. Many among the nations hearkened to his voice, and received the gospel, and 

became the sons of God; for the Holy Ghost fell upon them, and they were born of God. 

These by the commandment of God, were gathered out from the nations by themselves, 

and they were established upon the high places of the earth and upon the mountains; and 

became sanctified before the Lord; "and the Lord came and dwelt with His people, and 

they dwelt in righteousness. The fear of the Lord was upon all nations, so great was the 

glory of the Lord which was upon His people."
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It was under these circumstances that the Lord called his people Zion. And from 

what God has revealed, concerning this great continent, we have reason to believe that 

this is the very land where the righteous were gathered in the days of Enoch. And there 

are indications in the revelations which God has given us through the mouth of Joseph 

Smith, that this is the very land, where once flourished the garden of Eden. One thing is 

certain, that three years previous to Adam's death "he called Seth, Enos, Cainan, 

Mahalaleel, Jared, Enoch, and Mathuselah [Methuselah], who were all high priests, with 

the residue of his posterity who were righteous, into the valley of Adam-Ondi-Ahman, 

and there bestowed upon them his last blessing. And the Lord appeared unto them, and 

they rose up and blessed Adam, and called him Michael, the Prince, the Archangel. And 

the Lord administered comfort unto Adam, and said unto him, I have set thee robe at the 

head--a multitude of nations shall come of thee, and thou art a prince over them for ever,"

(Doc. and Cov. Sec. 2: 28.)

Here then were eight generations, including all the righteous of Adam's posterity, 

all assembled in the valley of "Adam-Ondi-Ahman." According to other revelations of 

the martyred Prophet Joseph, this valley is in the state of Missouri, only about 50 or 60 

miles north of Jackson Co., where the city of Zion is to be built up in the last days. From 

the fact that Adam "called" his descendants into that valley, we have reason to believe 

that it was his place of residence--his old homestead, perhaps, where he may have dwelt 

for many centuries.

Enoch built a city, called Zion, and the people who received the gospel through 

his ministry dwelt therein.--It is very probable that Jared the father of Enoch and all his 

Ancestors, even to Adam, were not located very far from the city of Enoch. Whether 

Adam and all those of his descendants who were righteous in Enoch's day still dwelt near

their native country; or whether they had emigrated from some distant part of the earth in 

order to detach themselves from the wickedness of surrounding nations, we cannot 

positively determine without further revelation. As the earth was not divided into 

continents and islands before Enoch's day, it would not have been difficult for Adam, and

the righteous of those days, to have emigrated by land from the opposite side of the globe

to this country. But if the Ancestors of Enoch came with him from some distant part of 

the globe, it would be reasonable to suppose that they would have located themselves in 

the same city with him, and have been translated and caught up into heaven with him and 

his people. But from the fact that all his Ancestors, except Adam, were alive at the time 

that Zion was caught up, and that they were all left behind and lived on the earth many 

years after that event, it seems almost certain that they did not live in Zion; but probably 

were located on their old inheritances where they lived when the foundations of Zion 

were laid.

Mathuselah [Methuselah], the son of Enoch, was also left behind, and lived for 

some six centuries until the flood. His grand-son, Noah, most probably built the Ark in 

this land: if so, he must have been wafted by winds and currents for many months until he

landed upon the mountains of Ararat.--Without direct revelation it would have been 

difficult for Noah to have determined the geographical position of his landing place; he 

and his sons located themselves in Asia, and it is very doubtful whether they had any idea

of the great distance that intervened between them and their native country.

America, then, may be considered the Old world--the cradle of the human race--

the theatre of events pertaining to the antediluvian age. From American soil was formed 
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the first tabernacles of man and beast, fowl and creeping things. Here was the garden of 

the Lord, where flourished the tree of life whose fruit was calculated to impart 

immortality and eternal life to those who should partake thereof. Here God conversed 

freely with man and gave him dominion over the earth. Here Satan introduced sin, and 

misery, and death. Here holy messengers guarded with a flaming sword the tree of life 

from the hands of fallen man. Here Cain imbrued his hands in the blood of righteous 

Abel. Here nations multiplied on nations and waxed strong in wickedness before God. 

Here Enoch preached repentance and baptism for the remission of sins, and led the 

people of God, who overcame their enemies that came to battle against them. Here Enoch

"spake the word of the Lord, and the earth trembled, and the mountains fled, even 

according to his command; and the rivers of water were turned out of their course; and 

the roar of the Lions was heard out of the wilderness and all nations feared greatly, so 

powerful was the word of Enoch, and so great was the power of language which God had 

given him. There also came up a land out of the depth of the sea; and so great was the 

fear of the enemies of the people of God that they fled and stood afar off, and went upon 

the land which came up out of the depths of the sea. And the giants of the land, also, 

stood afar off; and there went forth a curse upon all the people which fought against God:

and from that time forth there were wars and bloodsheds among them." Here flourished 

the city of Zion, built by Enoch and his people, and God chose it for his dwelling place 

for ever, and He came and dwelt in the midst of it; and His glory overshadowed it for 

upwards of three centuries, when it was taken up with all the inhabitants thereof into 

heaven.--Here was built an ark of safety, wherein seed of all flesh was preserved to 

repeople a world cleansed from wickedness by baptism in the mighty flood.

What portion of the land was taken up with the Zion of Enoch is not revealed. It 

seems very probable that a sufficient quantity of the earth would be translated with the 

city to form inheritances for the people. In what part of space this city is located is 

unknown. During the interval between the translation of Zion and the flood, angels came 

down out of heaven and appeared unto many, "and the Holy Spirit fell on many and they 

were caught up by the powers of heaven into Zion." The descendants of Noah not having 

faith sufficient to be caught up into Zion, concluded to build a tower sufficiently high to 

get there without being under the necessity of receiving a translation. From this it appears

that the early descendants of Noah had an idea that Zion was located somewhere near the 

earth. Abraham sought to become an inhabitant of the same city; for, as Paul declares, 

"he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God." Abraham

understood that in the translation of the city there was something more than the houses 

caught up: he was aware that the city had "foundations" as well as buildings; and he knew

that God was the "builder and maker" of it; or, in other words, that God gave Enoch the 

pattern and instructed him how to build it.

There have been many conjectures among the saints in regard to the condition of 

the inhabitants of Enoch's city: some have supposed them still to be mortal--that they 

die--and that successive generations come and go as here: others have supposed that they 

were only partially changed so that death could have no power over them; conjecturing 

that the change was similar to that received by the three Nephites, mentioned in the Book 

of Mormon, and that they will not receive a full change until the coming of Christ, or the 

last day: Others suppose them to have been changed from mortality to immortality. We 

have no revelation to decide directly which of these suppositions is correct; although we 
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are inclined to believe that the latter supposition is the most probable. But this is a subject

which does not immediately concern us, as a matter of importance; God is willing for us 

to know all about the Zion of Enoch, and about many other things that are good, and 

great, and glorious, just as fast as we will prepare our hearts to receive knowledge and it 

is only on account of our darkness, unbelief, and disobedience that many mysteries are 

withheld from us.

To suppose that the inhabitants of the city of Enoch have been caught away to 

some other planetary body, and that they have there continued to multiply a fleshly 

offspring, would necessarily involve the idea of mortality and death; for we know of no 

revelation that indicates that a fleshly offspring could be derived from immortal parents. 

If therefore, a fleshly offspring are begotten in the Zion of Enoch, then mortality and 

death reign among them; and generation must have succeeded generation; and there has 

been time enough for them to have peopled several worlds as large as this. On the other 

hand, if they were immortal, their offspring must have been spirits; and as in this 

condition none of their children could multiply, the increase would be far less. Indeed, a 

city containing four hundred thousand inhabitants, consisting of an equal number of 

immortal males and females, would require about three hundred thousand years to people

one world with the same number of inhabitants as have already come upon our globe; 

that is, supposing the rate of increase to be two hundred thousand per year.

However far the Zion of Enoch may be from the earth's appointed orbit, it is 

certain, according to the promise of God, that it will return again to the earth at the 

second coming of Christ We can hardly believe that this city was taken away beyond the 

limits of the Solar system; for if it had been famed with a velocity of one mile per minute,

it would have required upwards of five thousand years to have gone as far as the planet 

Neptune: and with that velocity it would have required over ten thousand years to go 

there and return. As an immortal body has the power of rendering itself invisible, it is 

reasonable to infer that a city wrought upon by the power of God, and changed in its 

nature, could be rendered invisible, and still be within our immediate vicinity.

One of the most beautiful characteristics of the antediluvian Zion, was that "they 

were of one heart and one mind, and there were no poor among them," a perfect union of 

sentiment and feeling: no bitterness--no hatred --no slandering or reviling--no defrauding 

or taking the advantage one of another--no person seeking to aggrandize himself by 

heaping up riches while others were poor--no selfishness or pride--no hypocrisy or 

affectation: but every one loved his neighbor as himself---every one studied the welfare 

of the whole--every one considered himself as only a steward over the things committed 

to his charge: it was all considered the Lord's, and ready to be appropriated for any 

purpose which the Lord should direct They were equal in earthly things, therefore the 

Lord made them equal in heavenly things. Nothing short of continued revelation could 

ever have brought about an order of things so perfect. Such union was strength and 

power; such oneness was after the order of heaven: the powers of the earth could not hold

them--the laws of nature could not retain them: their faith laid hold on immortality---on 

eternal life--on the powers of heaven--on heavenly things; the veil was parted and could 

no more be closed--the city of Zion fled from earth to heaven there to be reserved until a 

day of righteousness should come, when the earth should rest; then shall they return to 

their native land and their city with them; then shall be fulfilled the words of Isaiah: "Thy

watchmen shall lift up their voice, and with the voice together shall they sing; for they 
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shall see eye to eye when the Lord shall bring again Zion." Yes: when the Lord brings 

again the Zion of Enoch from heaven to earth the watchman of the Latter day Zion shall 

see eye to eye with the watchman of the Zion from heaven: then shall ancient and modern

saints embrace each other, and their hearts shall be full of joy; for the Lord himself will 

be there, and He will comfort his people for evermore.

-- Orson Pratt, The Seer, 

(Washington, D.C., and Liverpool, England, 1853-1854), No.5, 2:261-265

Latter-day Zion – Orson Pratt

The Latter-Day Zion will resemble, in most particulars, the Zion of Enoch: it will 

be established upon the same celestial laws--be built upon the same gospel, and be guided

by continued revelation. Its inhabitants, like those of the antediluvian Zion, will be the 

righteous gathered out from all nations: the glory of God will be seen upon it; and His 

power will be manifested there, even as in the Zion of old. All the blessings and grand 

characteristics which were exhibited in ancient Zion will be shown forth in the Latter-

Day Zion. As the Zion of Enoch was caught up by the powers of heaven, so will the 

Latter-Day Zion be taken up into the cloud when the heavens are opened and the face of 

the Lord is unveiled at His second coming.

As the building up of Zion in the last days is to be a work of so great a magnitude,

it will not, we trust, be uninteresting to our readers if we refer to some of the ancient 

prophecies relative to it; especially as the day is at hand when the Lord has laid the 

foundation and commenced the fulfilment of the great work.

The Psalmist, speaking prophetically, exclaims, "Thou shalt arise, and have mercy

upon Zion: for the time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come. For thy servants take 

pleasure in her stones, and favour the dust thereof. So the heathen shall fear the name of 

the Lord, and all the kings of the earth thy glory. When the Lord shall build up Zion, he 

shall appear in His glory. He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their 

prayer. This shall be written for the generation to come: and the people which shall be 

created shall praise the Lord. For He hath looked down from the height of His sanctuary; 

from heaven did the Lord behold the earth; to hear the groaning of the prisoner; to loose 

those that are appointed to death; to declare the name of the Lord in Zion, and His praise 

in Jerusalem when the people are gathered together, and the kingdoms to serve the Lord."

(Psalm 102: 13--22.)

From this we learn that the building up and the favouring of Zion was not to take 

place in that age, for it is expressly declared, that what was then written was for the 

benefit of "a generation to come." That it had no reference to the Christian Church built 

up in the days of the apostles, is certain from the declaration that, "When the Lord shall 

build up Zion, he shall appear in His glory." it was to be a work, therefore, immediately 

preceding the glorious appearing of our Lord. It will be a work in which the power of 

God will be so marvelously displayed, that it will excite the attention of whole nations 

and kingdoms to that degree, that they will actually gather together among the people of 

Zion to serve the Lord. One object they will have in view in gathering, will be to worship 
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the Lord in His house, and to receive ordinances therein. Or as the Prophet Isaiah, when 

speaking of this subject, says, "And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the 

mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be

exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and 

say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 

Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths: for out of Zion 

shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He shall judge 

among the nations, and shall rebuke many people and they shall beat their swords into 

ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against 

nation, neither shall they learn war any more." (Isaiah 2: 2-4.)

It is very evident from this that there will be a glory and power connected with the

establishment of the house of the Lord, that will be sufficient to cause whole nations and 

kingdoms to flow unto it. They flow to the mountains where the house of the God of 

Jacob is erected, because they can there be taught in the ways of the Lord, and receive 

information that is impossible for them to receive in their own lands. In Zion a law will 

be given by the Great Law Giver, which will be for the government of all nations; and all 

nations will have to submit to that law, or be destroyed from the earth: for the "Lord will 

rebuke strong nations afar off." The law for the government of all nations will go forth 

from Zion the same as the laws for the government of the United States now go forth 

from Washington. Zion will be the seat of government, and her officers will be far more 

respected, and have far more influence, than those of any government upon the earth; all 

nations will yield the most perfect obedience to their commands and counsels. There will 

be no party politicians, and party newspapers to speak evil of them, as they now do of the

President and highest authorities of this nation: a word from them will control all the 

inhabitants of the earth as one man. This great influence and high respect will not be 

obtained by swaying the sceptre of tyrants--by binding the people down with the strong 

arm of oppression; but it will be because of their righteousness, and their faith in God, 

and because their power is given to them from God; and they act, and speak, and counsel,

and command in His name and by His authority; and, therefore, the nations must obey or 

incur the displeasure of Him who governs all things, according to His own will and 

pleasure.

The Lord says, concerning Zion, "And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and 

thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called The city of 

righteousness--the faithful city." (Isaiah 1: 26.) "I will also make thy officers peace, and 

thine exactors righteousness." (Isaiah 60: 17.) When the Lord restores the judges, 

counsellors [sic] and officers of Zion, after the same order as in the ancient Zion, or 

among Israel, He will choose good and righteous men who can be entrusted to direct the 

governmental affairs of every nation under heaven, who will see that the laws issued 

from Zion are properly respected and obeyed.

Ambitious politicians are now striving, contending, and exerting all their power in

order to obtain the presidential chair or a seat in Congress. If they can only arise high 

enough to preside over this nation for four years, they think it wonderful honor. O fools! 

how little do they know what true honor is! We would rather be honored with the office 

of deacon, among the high and honorable people of Zion, than to be elected President of 

the United States; for the latter is but a momentary office, expiring at the close of four 

short years; while the former will endure for ever; or rather, he who honors the office of 
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deacon, and faithfully discharges the duties of the same, will receive a crown, and 

kingdom, and power, and authority, and greatness, and honor, and glory, that will never 

have an end: and even in this life the days will come that deacons in Zion will be more 

honored and more respected, than any emperor, king or president, now ruling among the 

nations.

Before Zion can partake of the glory and honor promised to her, she will be hated,

afflicted, and despised by the wicked: and because she does not, at first, give heed in all 

things to the word of the Lord, He will chasten her, and for a moment hide His face from 

her, and forsake her; and she will be as a wife of youth, forsaken and grieved in spirit. 

And in the midst of her affliction she will exclaim, "The Lord hath forsaken me, and my 

Lord hath forgotten me." But the Lord saith, "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that 

she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I 

not forget thee. Behold I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are 

continually before me." (Isaiah 49: 14, 15.) All the shame and reproach which she has 

suffered from her enemies will be wiped away: hence, Isaiah says, "Fear not; for thou 

shalt not be ashamed; neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for 

thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy 

widowhood any more. For thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of Hosts is His name; 

and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; the God of the whole earth shall He be called. 

For the Lord hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of 

youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God. For a small moment have I forsaken thee; 

but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 

moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy 

redeemer." (Isaiah 54:4-8.)

Though Zion has been driven by these United States, and been persecuted, hated, 

and despised, let her not be discouraged, nor faint-hearted, nor afraid; for God will surely 

remember His kindness towards her, to bring to pass all that is written. As the Lord has 

"sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so hath He sworn that 

he would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee." And again for the encouragement of 

Zion in her affliction, the Lord says, "for the mountains shall depart, and the hills be 

removed: but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my 

people be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee. O thou afflicted, tossed with 

tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy 

foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of 

carbuncles, and all thy borders or pleasant stones. And all thy children shall be taught of 

the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children." (Isaiah 54: 9-13.)

When the city of Zion is built up in Jackson county, in the state of Missouri, with 

all the precious stones spoken of in the above quotation, it seems that they will be no 

more "afflicted and tossed to and fro and not comforted." Mob violence will no more 

prevail against them, providing that they continue in righteousness. For the Lord says, "In

righteousness shalt thou be established; thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt 

not fear: and from terror: for it shall not come near thee." (verse 14.) Their enemies no 

doubt will even then seek their overthrow, but they will be completely disappointed. 

"Behold they shall surely gather together, but not by me, whosoever shall gather together 

against thee shall fall for thy sake." (Verse 15.)
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Should the enemies of Zion even invent new weapons of warfare, and think to 

prevail against her by that means, it will be useless for them to try it; for the Lord says. 

"No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise 

against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the 

Lord and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord." (Verse 17.)

The Lord will not only deliver Zion from all her enemies, but He will actually 

make all nations serve her, as will be seen by the following quotation:--"And the sons of 

strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee: for in my 

wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee. Therefore thy gates shall 

be open continually; they shall not be shut day nor night; that men may bring unto thee 

the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought.-For the nation and 

kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly 

wasted."--"The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all 

they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall 

call thee, The city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel." (Isaiah 60: 10, 11, 

12, 14.)

O how great must be the glory and power of the Lord to cause kings to rise up and

leave their native country to visit Zion! The forces of the Gentiles will come to her as a 

flowing stream whose waters cease not, day nor night: they will come like clouds flying, 

and like doves seeking refuge in their windows from storms and tempests. What a change

of sentiments and feelings there must be, to cause those who have despised the saints to 

bow themselves down at the soles of their feet! if any nations are too stubborn or too 

proud to show this respect, and to serve Zion, they will have the alternative of being 

destroyed and utterly wasted.

But why does the Holy One of Zion confer this honor upon his people? Because 

they have patiently submitted to every kind of insult and abuse that the Gentiles could 

heap upon them for the truth's sake: because they have been "afflicted and tossed to and 

fro" by their enemies; and because in all their tribulation, they have held fast the truth. 

And therefore, will the Lord place them, as the head of the nations; and instead of being 

compelled to labor and toil to build the walls of Zion, and to take care of their flocks and 

cultivate the earth, the Lord will cause this to be done by strangers. "And strangers shall 

stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and your 

vinedressers. But ye shall be named, The Priests of the Lord: men shalt call you, The 

Ministers of our God." (Isaiah 61: 5, 6.)

The children of Zion having been robbed and driven from county to county and 

from state to state, and even from the United States, and having suffered the loss, time 

after time, of their houses, and lands, and of their hard earned labors, the Lord will 

compensate them by giving them the riches of the Gentiles; hence, He says "ye shall eat 

the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory shall ye boast yourselves. For your shame ye 

shall have double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their 

land they shall possess the double; everlasting joy shall be unto them." (Isaiah 61: 6, 7.) 

"Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man went through thee, I will 

make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations. Thou shalt also suck the milk

of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breasts of kings: and thou shalt know that I the Lord 

am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. For brass I will bring gold, 

and for iron I will bring silver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron." "Surely the isles 
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shall wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish first to bring thy sons from far, their silver 

and their gold with them, unto the name of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy One of 

Israel, because he hath glorified thee." (Isaiah 60: 9, 15, 16.)

Contrast this glory, and honor, and majesty, and greatness, and riches with the 

past and present condition of Zion; and then let her sons shout aloud for joy, and sing 

with gladness of heart: though Zion is now small and little, remember what the Lord hath 

said concerning her: "A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong 

nation: I the Lord will hasten it in its time." (Isaiah 60: '22.) "Who hath heard such a 

thing? who hath seen such things? shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or 

shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her 

children." (Isaiah 66: 8.) Zion will become a strong nation suddenly; her increase will be 

at once; and they will return to their waste and desolate cities which the Gentiles have 

robbed them of; and their former possessions will be too small for them. Then shall the 

following words of Isaiah be fulfilled "Thy waste, and thy desolate places, and the land of

thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the inhabitants, and they that 

swallowed thee up shall be far away. The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast 

lost the other," (that is after the other has been driven out and forced to seek refuge in the 

Rocky mountains) "shall say again in thine ears, the place is too straight for me: give 

place to me that I may dwell. Then shalt thou say in thine heart: Who hath begotten me 

these, seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, a captive, and removing to and 

fro? and who hath brought up these? Behold, I was left alone; these, where had they 

been?" (Isaiah 49: 19--21.) Their waste and desolate places which were, by mob violence,

forcibly wrested from them, not being sufficient to contain the vast number of the saints, 

they will spread forth into all quarters of the land. Then shall another prophecy of Isaiah 

be fulfilled: "Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine 

habitations; spare not, lengthen thy cords and strengthen thy stakes; for thou shalt break 

forth on the right hand and on the left: and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make 

the desolate cities to be inhabited." (Isaiah 54: 2, 3.)

The desolate cities of the Gentiles, which have been left desolate by the great and 

terrible wars among themselves will in that day be inhabited by the children of Zion; for 

the children of the "married wife" or of the Gentiles who in ancient times became the 

married wife, instead of Israel, will be, because of wickedness, greatly diminished, while 

the children of the desolate, whom the Lord has for a small moment apparently forsaken, 

will speedily become a strong nation: though barren, and a captive, wandering to and fro, 

despised, and afflicted, and tormented, and cast out into the mountains and deserts, and 

hated by the whole United States, yet the words of Isaiah shall be fulfilled, and Zion shall

sing and forget the reproach of her youth. "Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear, break 

forth into singing and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with child: for more are the 

children of the desolate, than the children of the married wife, saith the Lord." (54: 1.) 

The children of Zion, therefore, will, in that day, be more numerous than the nation who 

has oppressed them, and trodden them under their feet.

Hear another prophecy, "Thus saith the Lord God, behold, I will lift up mine hand

to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in 

their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. And kings shall be thy

nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to thee with 

their face towards the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am
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the Lord: for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me. Shall the prey be taken from the 

mighty, or the lawful captive delivered? But thus saith the Lord, even the captives of the 

mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I wall 

contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children. And I will feed 

them that oppress thee with their own flesh: and they shall be drunken with their own 

blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall know that! the Lord am thy Saviour and thy 

Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob." (Isaiah 49: 22-26.)

From this prophecy, it will be seen that the Lord commences His work for the 

gathering of his people by lifting up His hand to the Gentiles and by setting up a standard 

to the people. This work has already commenced among this Gentile nation. He has 

already lifted up his hand, by sending among them a great prophet to bring forth that 

sacred and holy Record--the Book of Mormon, as a "standard to the people." And the 

time is close at hand when the kings and the queens of the Gentiles will assist in 

gathering many of the descendants of Israel unto Zion upon this land, while those of the 

house of Judah will flee to their own land, even to Jerusalem, where they will suffer 

many afflictions and great chastisements, because of their unbelief in the true Messiah; 

but the believing of the other tribes will gather to Zion, in America, where they will 

remain until the full time for their return to receive their ancient inheritances in Palestine.

The American Indians, who are a remnant of Israel, will gather to Zion; for they 

will believe in the history of their forefathers, contained in the Book of Mormon; they 

will repent of all their sins, and become a righteous branch of the house of Israel: and this

work will be a speedy work among them, resembling the birth of a nation in a day; and 

all the promises that the Lord has made to Israel and to the Latter-Day Zion, will be 

realized by these remnants of Israel in America. While their enemies that have oppressed 

them will be fed with their own flesh, and be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet

wine; and all flesh, from one end of the earth to the other, shall know that it is the Lord 

who has humbled the pride and haughtiness of this nation, and exalted the remnant of 

Israel upon the land. Then Zion shall be clothed in her beautiful garments, and be armed 

with strength; the bands of her neck shall be broken off, and she shall be free; her ensign 

shall be lifted on high to welcome the nations; her light shall be as the sun to enlighten 

the world; her tabernacles shall be the dwelling place of the Most High; her dwellings 

shall be encircled with glory: a cloud by day and a fire by night shall be her defence [sic];

her walls shall be called Salvation, and her gates Praise. Violence shall no more be heard 

in the land; wasting nor destruction within her borders. Then America shall be called the 

land of the Lord, the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High: then shall the fear of 

the Lord be upon all nations, upon their kings, and upon their princes, and upon their 

nobles, and upon their rulers; and all kindreds and tongues shall see the salvation of the 

Lord, and behold His glory; and submit themselves to His laws, for the whole earth shall 

be full of His glory; and God himself will be in the midst of His people and reign over all 

flesh.

But before that day shall come, what sorrow--what mourning--what lamentations 

will be heard in the earth! Nations shall rush fiercely on nations--thrones be overturned--

kingdoms be removed, and the earth will be soaked with blood. Every nation under 

Heaven will be at war except Zion. The city of Zion will be the only place of refuge. 

There shall be shelter from the furious storms, and tempests, and whirlwinds, that will 

agitate the nations and toss them to and fro upon the raging billows. There the righteous 
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shall find safety and dwell securely in peaceable habitations; and none shall molest them 

or make them afraid. Oh, that the people would open their eyes and discern the signs of 

the times! for if they will not take warning, they must perish! But they rush blindly on, 

giving no heed to the prophecies of the holy prophets, nor to the voice of the Lord which 

is kindly calling after them; nor to the voice of His servants, who are laboring day and 

night to rescue them from the coming evils! The voice of mercy falls listlessly upon their 

ears, or is entirely lost in the confusion of great Babylon! Gladly would we awake them 

to the sense of the awful dangers which threaten them; but the slumbers of death have 

taken a firm hold upon them, and they are prepared for the slaughter, and to the slaughter 

they will go.

Let the saints study the prophecies diligently, and then look at the signs of the 

times; and they will see the hand writing of destruction in broad and legible characters 

written upon all the thrones, and kingdoms, and nations of great Babylon. Hear, then, Oh 

ye saints, the great voice from heaven, saying, "Come out of her, O my people, lest ye 

partake of her sins, and receive of her plagues; for her sins have reached to the heavens, 

and God hath remembered her iniquities." Therefore, flee ye, get ye out of the midst of 

her! Stay not; tarry not, lest while you linger, some sore calamity or sudden evil befall 

you. We speak more particularly of the saints in the United States. The destroyer is sent 

forth to lay waste and destroy, and his mission is to the nations of Babylon, and he will 

not return nor cease, until he hath made a full end.

-- Orson Pratt, The Seer, 

(Washington, D.C., and Liverpool, England, 1853-1854), No.5, 2:265-271

Zion and Her Redemption – Orson F. Whitney

There is but one thing that mars my peace this evening, and that is to see so many 

who have done me the honor to come here tonight, obliged to stand. Our hearts are large 

enough for you all, brethren and sisters, but the seating capacity of our house is limited. I 

trust, however, that you will not get tired of the "good standing"—as Brother Nicholson 

aptly expresses it—in which you find yourselves, and that all may be refreshed spiritually

and temporally by what the Lord shall see fit to bring forth for our interest and 

edification. I, therefore, place myself in His hands, and throw myself upon your faith and 

prayers, and crave your kind attention while I proceed to express some thoughts which I 

have had heretofore, and others with which the Lord may inspire me at this time, on the 

subject of Zion and her Redemption.

We are all familiar with the terms "Zion" and "Redemption." Many of us have 

heard them from our childhood, lisped at our mother's knee, and from the pulpit, by the 

Priesthood of God, we have been taught to look forward to the day of Zion's redemption; 

and many of you who have gathered from the nations of the earth have had a still more 

intelligent idea of the subject, for when you heard the Gospel in foreign lands, preached 

by the Elders of Israel, among the first things they taught you were that they had come 

from the land of Zion, and that you were expected to gather to Zion. Many of you have 

left native land, forsaken father, mother, wife, husband, children and friends; forsaken all,
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like the Apostles in days of old, and followed the footsteps of your Savior. You have 

done this for the purpose of gathering to Zion, in order that you might help build up Zion;

for this was the object of your coming here. You turned your backs upon Babylon, upon 

the world with all its interests and allurements, with all that it could afford, with all it 

could give you of pleasure or of temporal profit. You placed these things upon the alter of

sacrifice, and came to this land to learn more fully of the ways of the Lord and to do your

little, your best, towards the building up of His Zion. But how many of those who are 

here tonight actually comprehend, away down in the depths of their souls, what is meant 

by Zion, and what is meant by the redemption of Zion? It will be my pleasant task, as I 

am aided by the Spirit, to throw a few rays of light, if I may, upon this subject, to remind 

some of you, perchance, of things which may have become dim in your memories, and to

instruct others—particularly the young—concerning a subject which is second to none in 

the interests, the hopes, and the anticipations of the people of God in these days.

Let us first ask the question, What is meant by "Zion?" In the Hebrew, from 

which language this holy book, the Bible, was translated, Zion means "a hill." One of the 

hills in the city of Jerusalem was named Mount Zion; and it was here, after King David 

had captured the city, that he built his royal palace and reigned over the kingdom of Israel

gloriously. The Prophet Joseph Smith has given another definition of the term. It will be 

found in the body of this book, the Doctrine and Covenants, containing the revelations of 

God through his prophet in these days, just as the Bible contains the revelations of His 

will, and the history of His people, in ancient days. The Prophet Joseph Smith impressed 

a great lesson upon the minds of his people, when he voiced that terse and simple 

utterance: "This is Zion—the pure in heart." Now one is a physical, or literal, definition 

of the term—"Zion, a mountain," and the other is a spiritual definition: "Zion, the pure in 

heart." Yet it is none the less significant: for as the mountain towers above the plain, as 

the great peaks of these ranges lift their heads above the valleys where we dwell, so must 

the Zion of God, the pure in heart, be lifted up, not in pride and vanity, but by their purity

and righteousness above the level of the rest of mankind. Therefore, Zion, in its temporal 

and in its spiritual significance, means something high and lifted up, and it is in this sense

that the prophets of old used it when speaking of Mount Zion, meaning not only that little

hill in the city of Jerusalem, but in its grander and broader significance, the people of 

God, the pure in heart, who were to rise above and become superior to the rest of 

mankind.

Latter-day Saints, it was for this purpose that you gathered to Zion. Young men 

and young women of this people, it was for this purpose that you were born upon this 

favored land, the land upon which God intends to build the city of Zion, to erect His holy 

Temple, upon which the glory of God will rest, and reflect from the towers of the city, 

from the spires of the Temple, from the hearts and minds of the pure, the noble and the 

righteous, to give joy to all the world. Then will be fulfilled the words of the Prophet 

Isaiah, who spake concerning Zion:

Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee; for

behold darkness shall cover the earth and gross darkness the people; but the Lord shall 

arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee; and the Gentiles shall come to thy 

light and kings to the brightness of thy rising.

This is no dream, brethren and sisters. It is no whim or fancy of men. It is an 

inspired utterance, the heaven-born thought of a holy man of God, who spake as he was 
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moved upon by the Holy Ghost. And this is a portion of the destiny of this people—to 

build up such a Zion; and not only to build a city—that I conceive to be a comparatively 

insignificant portion of the great mission devolving upon us—but to prepare a people, the

pure in heart, for the coming of the Lord Jesus to reign in His glory.

This is the dispensation of the fulness of times. In this dispensation the Almighty 

intends to fulfil and complete all works that He has begun in every other age of the world,

that were not completed in themselves. Other dispensations flow into this one as the 

rivers empty into the ocean. All past ages are tributary to this. All that the Prophets have 

spoken in former times will have a complete and glorious fulfillment in this the 

dispensation of the fulness of times. The Lord has decreed and has already set His hand 

to gather in one, all things in Christ, both in heaven and on earth.

Now it has been a portion of the Lord's plan from the beginning to foreshadow the

coming of great events. From the earliest times the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

was slain as a Lamb from the foundation of the world, was typified, all down the ages, by

the sacrifice of lambs, and of other animals that were slain and offered upon altars for the 

purpose of keeping alive and perpetuating in the hearts of the children of God this great 

event towards which His people have ever looked as to the beacon of their salvation, the 

anchor of their hope; even to the time when the Son of God, the Savior, would descend 

from heaven and take upon Him flesh and lay down His life that this world might be 

redeemed.

And perhaps it will be well, here, to give the definition of the term "Redemption,"

so that we can understand better what we are treating of. I have already told you what 

"Zion" means. Now, what does "Redemption" mean? It means to save. It means to 

reclaim. It means to regain possession of something that was lost. When the Savior 

descended from the worlds of glory, and died that all men might live, He gave His life as 

a ransom, to regain possession of that which was lost, to pay the price of redemption for a

world that had been placed in pawn, so to speak, by the transgression of Adam. Death 

was the pawnbroker, the world was the thing pawned, and Christ was the price paid for 

its redemption. If a man gives his word, his promise, he is bound by it, or he is in 

bondage for that promise until it is redeemed. If you place a gold watch or any article in 

pawn, you must pay back the money borrowed upon it before you can regain possession 

of it. Even so by paying the price of redemption—His own life—Christ redeemed this 

world.

The redemption of Zion I believe to be a symbol, a type, or figure of the 

redemption of the world. The world itself, in this sense, might be compared to Zion. Zion 

is the world, we may say, on a small scale, and just as a world is redeemed, so a Zion is 

redeemed, and as Zion is redeemed, so our individual souls are redeemed. If we are in 

bondage to sin, if we are trammeled by selfishness, and Satan has wound his coils around 

our souls and by our bad tempers, our base appetites, our evil passions, we are held down 

to earth, we must be redeemed from them, we must pay the price which will liberate us, 

so that we may be free and become typical of a redeemed Zion just as Zion is typical of a 

redeemed planet, a ransomed world.

In very early ages the Lord set a type in the earth of the redemption of Zion in the 

last days. He foreshadowed, by an event glorious and miraculous in the extreme, the great

work that He intends to do in this dispensation. I will now read from the revelations to the

Prophet Moses concerning this event of which I speak:
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And it came to pass that Enoch continued to call upon all the people, save it were 

the people of Cainan, to repent; and so great was the faith of Enoch, that he led the people

of God, and their enemies came to battle against them; and he spake the word of the 

Lord, and the earth trembled, and the mountains fled, even  according to his command; 

and the rivers of water were turned out of their course; and the roar of the lions was heard

out of the wilderness; and all nations feared greatly, so powerful was the word of Enoch, 

and so great was the power of the language which God had given him. There also came 

up a land out of the depths of the sea, and so great was the fear of the enemies of the 

people of God, that they fled and stood afar off, and went upon the land which came up 

out of the depths of the sea. And the giants of the land, also, stood afar off; and there 

went forth a curse upon all the people which fought against God; and from that time forth

there were wars and bloodshed among them; but the Lord came and dwelt with His 

people, and they dwelt in righteousness. And the fear of the Lord was upon all nations, so

great was the glory of the Lord which was upon His people. And the Lord blessed the 

land, and they were blessed upon the mountains, and upon the high places, and did 

flourish.

This Enoch was one of the noble sons of God commissioned, like the Savior of 

mankind, before the world was, to descend upon this mortal stage, and play the important

part assigned to him in the great drama of human existence. He was the redeemer of a 

Zion. He was a type of Christ; for as by the words and works of Enoch Zion in that day 

was redeemed by the power of God, so the world itself, by the words and works of Jesus 

Christ, was redeemed by the power of God in the meridian of time. And the rest of that 

work, the glorious and complete redemption of this planet from all sin and evil, is yet to 

be consummated.

And the Lord called His people Zion, because they were of one heart and one 

mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them; and Enoch 

continued his preaching in righteousness unto the people of God. And it came to pass in 

his days that he built a city that was called the City of Holiness, even Zion. And it came 

to pass that Enoch talked with the Lord, and he said unto the Lord, Surely Zion shall 

dwell in safety forever; But the Lord said unto Enoch, Zion have I blessed, but the 

residue of the people have I cursed. And it came to pass that the Lord showed unto Enoch

all the inhabitants of the earth; and he beheld, and lo, Zion, in process of time, was taken 

up into heaven! And the Lord said unto Enoch, Behold mine abode forever.

Did I exaggerate when I said that this was an event glorious and miraculous in the

extreme? Is it possible that by the preaching of the word of God, by the practice of the 

principles of the Gospel, that such events as this can be brought to pass? The Gentile 

would say "No." The man of the world would exclaim "Impossible!" He would point to 

this as an indication of how Joseph Smith was deluded by the evil one, and as a proof that

he was a false prophet. Why? Because it is so utterly at variance with things that we now 

see with the natural eye. It is apparently so impossible, with the power that man now 

finds himself possessed of, for such events as this occur, for the very earth upon which 

men stand to become so sanctified and pure, and a people to become so righteous, that 

they would be separated and detached from the planet to which they belonged, and go 

sailing away through space into the heavens. Not even the miracles of science and 

invention, which are daily increasing, such as steamships, railways, the telegraph, the 

telephone, the phonograph, once thought so impossible, but now so familiar and 
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common, will convince unbelieving men that God still has power and wonders in store 

that have not yet been revealed to this wise generation. But it is the faith of God's people, 

the faith of the pure in heart, who are not deceived by the plausible sophistries of the 

world, who do not take into consideration earthly conditions, but rise above all these and 

view things from that spiritual eminence from which even the "impossible" begins to 

look possible, where they have the assurance that "all things are possible to them that 

believe;" it is their faith that the Omnipotent is able to do greater things than history has 

ever known, or that man at present can form any conception of.

How was this miracle of Enoch's city accomplished? Not by an empty and vain 

profession of righteousness; not by men seeking themselves, and their own honor and 

glory; not by heaping up gold and silver and precious stones; not by making a golden calf

and bowing down and worshiping it; not by the rich grinding under heel the poor; not by 

the proud despising the humble; not by the poor hating and envying the rich. It was not 

done by loving the things of this world. But it was by the practice of the grand principle 

of self-denial, the principle of sacrifice—the foundation stone of the great fabric of 

human salvation.

"The Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind." 

Do I need to expatiate to this congregation upon the benefits which flow from unity? 

Need I repeat that ancient axiom: "United we stand, divided we fall?" Need I show to you

that power dwells in union, in coming together, just as you Latter-day Saints have come 

together in this dispensation, this dispensation of gathering, of unity, and consequently of 

power? No, I do not need to argue with you upon this point, to prove to you that power 

invariably dwells in the midst of a people who are united, who are of one heart and mind. 

This was the state of the people of Enoch; and this is one of the reasons why they were 

worthy of the name Zion—"because they were of one heart and one mind." They all 

believed alike; they were not torn asunder by various opinions, by conflicting views and 

notions, by divers interpretations of the things of God; but they had ascended in the scale 

of intelligence, of spirituality, to that glorious plane where they saw eye to eye, each man 

with his neighbor, and all saw God alike, so far as they were capable of comprehending 

Him and His purposes. "And they dwelt in righteousness." Need I argue to convince you 

that a righteous people are a powerful people, and that it is by the righteousness of His 

Saints that the Lord will redeem Zion? Do we not know that sin and iniquity bring 

weakness and destruction? Do we not know that the tendency of error and wrong-doing 

are ever downward, while the tendency of truth and righteousness are ever upward; and 

that they who attach themselves to the principles of the Gospel of Christ by the faithful 

practice thereof, will go onward, upward, just as the city of Enoch rose above its 

surroundings of this fallen world? "And there was no poor among them." Here was 

another grand principle. There were no rich in Zion. There were no poor in Zion. Zion, in

that day, was not under the ban which God has placed upon this generation. He says: "It 

is not given that one man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the 

world lieth in sin." Thus, one of the reasons that the Lord gives today why the world lieth

in sin, is because one man possesses  above another. There is not that equality, 

consequently not that unity, not that fraternity, not that love, that freedom from envy, 

jealousy, strife and jarring, that must prevail when the Zion of God is fully established.

Do we begin to realize the work we will have to do in the building up of Zion in 

this dispensation? That glorious event which occurred five thousand years ago was only a
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type, a fore-shadowing of what the Almighty intends to establish and bring to pass in 

these days. Do we begin to comprehend the magnitude of the work before this people? Is 

it not time we began to bring ourselves more together, to do away with class distinctions, 

to bring about that condition of love, of fraternity, of equality, of unity and power, that 

will redeem Zion? The Lord has said "that the redemption of Zion must needs come by 

power." Power dwells not in division, in discord, in pride, in selfishness, but in the 

opposite of all these; in humility, in unity, in equality, in love, in fraternity, unselfishness 

and purity.

Zion of old, attaching herself to these grand principles, became so pure, so 

sanctified, that she could no longer dwell amid the surroundings of this fallen world. She 

had to leave Babylon behind her; to be loosed from the earth just as a boat is loosed from 

the dock where it has been fastened, to sail away with the current that carries it on. That 

current was the current of progress, of advancement in the highest of all civilizations, a 

spiritual civilization, which alone can redeem us from our present weak and fallen 

condition.

But the people of the world, when they saw that Zion had fled, felt forsaken. They

were not all wicked in the same degree. Indeed there were some who were good, or 

partially good, but it was the will of the Lord that they should remain. And the people 

united themselves and conceived the vain project of lifting themselves up in some other 

way than that which God had appointed. They were not humble enough to accept the 

means of exaltation which He had provided, but imagined that the arm of flesh was 

strong enough to raise them to the summit of their desires. They gathered together with 

their mighty enginery and cunning skill, and sought to build a great tower, hoping thereby

to reach Zion, which had been taken into the heavens. It has been taught that it was the 

object of the people who built the Tower of Babel to reach heaven, to attain to one of the 

starry planets, one of the heavenly bodies. This sounds, indeed, like a fairy tale; and for 

one, I cannot conceive now—although I once believed it—how a race of people, out of 

whose midst a Zion had arisen, a generation so intelligent as to have produced such a 

city, intelligent enough to build a great tower of which the world has not since seen the 

counterpart, that we are aware of, could cherish the idea that they could actually reach the

sun, moon, or one of the stars, simply by piling brick upon brick and stone upon stone. 

But the Prophet Joseph Smith, whose mission it was to shed light upon the darkness of 

this generation, is said to have declared that it was not their intention to reach heaven, but

to reach Zion1, which was then suspended in mid-air, between heaven and earth, or at 

such a height as to render the project feasible. This certainly is more reasonable. And 

such was the unity of that people that they had power to do what they contemplated, and 

it was necessary, in the economy of God, that they should be thwarted in the carrying out 

of their scheme. So what did the Almighty do? He employed, in righteousness, means 

which effected the same end that wicked men fain would effect now, by unholy methods, 

in relation to this community. He divided and distracted them. The Lord divided the 

people who were building the Tower of Babel, by confounding their language; and with 

their great project towering into the heavens, half finished perhaps, they were forced to 

abandon the enterprise; and the great Tower of Babel stood there as a monument of 

human folly, of the vanity of those who seek, in any age, to accomplish by human 

methods, by earthly means, what God has decreed shall only be accomplished by 

heavenly means. They were divided, paralyzed, weakened by disunion, and they 
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separated into bands and tribes, and went forth to colonize the uninhabited portions of the

world. Among them was the colony of the Jaredites, a people highly favored of the Lord. 

The brother of Jared was a mighty man of God; he found favor with the Almighty, and he

and his brother and their colony crossed the great ocean and became the first known 

colonizers of this hemisphere; they settled the whole land of North America, and built it 

up with their cities, and became glorious, and were richly blessed of the Lord, until they 

departed from Him and became corrupt, when the sun of their civilization went down in a

sea of blood. But the Lord had brought to pass the great purpose which He had planned.

Enoch, looking down from the heights of Zion, upon his brethren and sisters in 

mortality, wept. He wept because of the sins of mankind which had shut them out from 

the Zion of God, which had rendered them unworthy to be numbered with the pure in 

heart and taken to the heavens; and, in the noble generosity of his soul, that feeling, truly 

Christ-like, which inspires and animates every man who is worthy to be called a son of 

God, every woman worthy to be called a daughter of God—a feeling to not only save 

themselves, but to save others—Enoch, with this feeling in his heart, pleaded with the 

Lord to do something for the residue of mankind.

And it came to pass that Enoch looked upon the earth; and he heard a voice from 

the bowels thereof, saying, Woe, woe is me, the mother of men! I am pained, I am weary,

because of the wickedness of my children! When shall I rest and be cleansed from the 

filthiness which has gone forth out of me? When will my Creator sanctify me, that I may 

rest, and righteousness for a season abide upon my face? And when Enoch heard the 

earth mourn, he wept and cried unto the Lord, saying, O Lord, wilt thou not have 

compassion upon the earth?

And it came to pass that Enoch cried unto the Lord, saying, When the Son of Man

cometh in the flesh, shall the earth rest? I pray thee, show me these things.

Then the Lord proceeds to show Enoch the coming of the Son of Man to die in 

order that the world might be redeemed. And Enoch said: "I ask thee if thou wilt not 

come again on the earth."

And the Lord said unto Enoch—now, here is a very important prophecy:

As I live, even so will I come in the last days, in the days of wickedness and 

vengeance, to fulfil the oath which I made unto you concerning the children of Noah; and

the day shall come that the earth shall rest, but before that day the heavens shall be 

darkened, and a veil of darkness shall cover the earth; and great tribulations shall be 

among the children of men, but my people will I preserve; and righteousness will I send 

down out of heaven; and truth will I send forth out of the earth, to bear testimony of mine

Only Begotten; His resurrection from the dead; yea, and also the resurrection of all men; 

and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out 

mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare; an Holy 

City, that my people may gird up their loins and be looking forth for the time of my 

coming; for there shall be my Tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem. 

And the Lord said unto Enoch, Then shalt thou and all thy city meet them there, and we 

will receive them into our bosom, and they shall see us; and we will fall upon their necks 

and they shall fall upon our necks, and we will kiss each other; and there shall be mine 

abode, and it shall be Zion, which shall come forth out of all the creations which I have 

made; and for the space of a thousand years shall the earth rest.
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This promise and prophecy the Almighty made unto Enoch concerning the 

building up of Zion in the last days, concerning the building of this city of which I have 

spoken, the counterpart of the city of Enoch, and concerning a people who are to be 

redeemed by the same principles as those which saved Enoch and his people in days of 

old. This is the day in which this is to take place; this the people upon whose shoulders 

God has laid this great, this sublime and glorious mission. Yet five thousand years passed

away and no man came forth declaring the fulfillment of this word of God. The Christ 

came, the prophets came, singing, prophesying of Zion, telling of a time to come when 

"the law should go forth from Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem." But no 

man came forth declaring the fulfillment of what God had spoken to the Prophet Enoch. 

But there did come a man eventually, in the early part of this century, announcing the 

advent of the great work of building up the Zion of the last days. He was hooted at, 

derided, despised and hated, and finally was put to death for his testimony. But he sealed 

his testimony with his blood, and made it of full effect upon this generation. Among the 

things which the Prophet Joseph declared, less than one year after this Church was 

organized, was the fulfillment of the prediction contained in the word of the Lord to 

Enoch. Here is what the Lord said to Joseph:

"Wherefore I the Lord have said 'Go ye out from the eastern lands'"—that is from 

where the Church was scattered at that time, in New York, Pennsylvania, and other 

places—"assemble ye yourselves together ye Elders of my Church; Go ye forth into the 

western countries, call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, 

build up "And with one heart and with one mind"—the same requirement made of the 

people of Enoch—"gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall

hereafter be appointed unto you;

And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place

of safety for the Saints of the Most High God;

And the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be 

there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion.

And it shall come to pass, among the wicked, that every man that will not take his

sword against his neighbor, must needs flee unto Zion for safety.

You see from this what is coming upon the earth—the spirit of strife and disunion

will go on till it reaches the extent that neighbor will rise against neighbor, and there will 

be no safety outside of Zion—"the land of peace, the city of refuge;" and they who will 

not take up the sword to fight against their neighbor, must needs flee unto Zion for safety.

We have been told by our Prophets in this day—President Young, President Kimball and 

others—that the day would come when many from afar would snatch a little bundle or 

sack, and start for Zion afoot, in order to escape the terrible judgments that were coming. 

Joseph Smith saw in vision, the sufferings of the ungodly; mothers murdering their own 

children, fathers seeking the lives of their sons—"blood, fire, and vapors of smoke;" and 

so horrible was the picture presented to his view, that he cried unto God to close the 

vision, as it was too much for mortal eyes to endure. But to continue:

And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven, and it shall 

be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.

And it shall be said among the wicked, Let us not go up to battle against Zion, for 

the inhabitants of Zion are terrible.
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Terrible, for what? For bayonets, for cannon, for the sword? No. Terrible for their 

righteousness. We are told that "the righteous are bold as a lion," while "the wicked flee 

when no man pursueth." No, it is not by means of carnal weapons, nor by wealth, nor by 

the power of the arm of flesh, that God's people will be preserved, but it will be by 

fasting and prayer, by faith and good works, by the practice of principles of virtue and 

truth, by shaking ourselves free from the trammels and shackles of sin, of selfishness, of 

fraud, of deception, of crookedness and hypocrisy, of error and evil in all their forms. 

This is what will make the people powerful; they will be a terror to the ungodly by reason

of their righteousness, and God will fight their battles. He will thunder from the heights 

of Zion with the artillery of His Holy Spirit; with that power He will thresh the nations; 

by the words of His mouth will He cause the earth to tremble, and by the breath of His 

lips will He slay the wicked. You need not fear that God will call upon you to fight the 

battles of Zion. He will fight them in His own way.

And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all 

nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy.

This prophesy was delivered in the month of March, 1831. In the summer of the 

same year, a colony of Latter-day Saints left Kirtland, which was then the headquarters of

the Church, and journeyed to the southwest, a distance of over a thousand miles. They 

halted in the western confines of the State of Missouri, which was then the nation's 

frontier, bordering on a wilderness, inhabited by wild beasts and savages, and settled 

among white people, scarcely less ignorant and  cruel. Indeed these whites, as was 

afterwards proven, were less worthy to be called Christians than the untutored Indians 

themselves. By the summer of 1833, from twelve to fifteen hundred Saints had gathered 

at a place called Independence, the county seat of Jackson County, Missouri, the spot 

pointed out by the finger of God, where the city of Zion should be built, and the great 

Temple of God erected. They purchased lands from the government and improved them. 

They laid out the plan of the city and selected a site for the temple. They built 

storehouses, established a printing press, and issued a periodical called the Evening and 

Morning Star, for the dissemination of the principles of the Gospel. And here they were 

permitted to remain in peace from the summer of 1831 till the summer of 1833. At that 

time persecution, which has been the portion of the Latter-day Saints from the inception 

of this work, began to bubble and boil even in that far off region. The Christian clergy, 

jealous of the new religion, which was gradually undermining their man-made creeds and

systems, aided by scheming political demagogues, whose opportunity for plunder and 

power was in strife and turmoil among their fellow men, worked upon the fears and 

fanaticism of the ignorant people, until they aroused a feeling of hostility against the 

hapless colonists that nothing short of bloodshed would appease. The fires of hatred, fed 

with the fuel of false report, misrepresentation and calumny raged hotter and hotter, till 

finally, in the fall of 1833, the anti-"Mormon" inhabitants arose en masse, and with fire 

and sword drove the "Mormons" from Jackson, and scattered them through the adjoining 

counties; Bishop Edward Partridge, who had charge of the temporal affairs of the Church 

in that land, was stripped and tarred and feathered; women were abused and insulted; 

children terrified; many of the brethren were whipped, some were killed outright, and the 

entire community were driven forth from their homes which were plundered and 

devastated by the mob. Without food, without shelter, without means of any kind the 
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Saints were cast upon the charity of a cold and pitiless world, simply for believing in the 

word of God and for going to that land, according to His behest, to build up Zion.

Returning a little. One of the things the Saints had been commanded to do in 

Jackson County was to establish the order of Enoch, the United Order, for the purpose of 

bringing the people into the bonds of unity, of love, of equality and fraternity, according 

to the law of God which had sanctified Enoch and his city, and which is destined to 

sanctify the Lord's people in these days. I have here a copy of a letter written by the 

Prophet Joseph Smith to Bishop Edward Partridge, in which he explained to him how this

order was to be established. The letter was written from Kirtland and bears the date of 

May 2nd, 1833, the spring preceding the fall in which the Saints were driven. I will say, 

as a premise, that all those who entered the Church at that time were expected to 

consecrate all their property, to lay it at the feet of the Bishops of the Church. Edward 

Partridge was then the Bishop in Missouri and Newel K. Whitney the Bishop in Ohio. 

The united order was to be established in both places. The members of the Church were 

required, not only to pay their tithing, but to consecrate all their possessions,  to sacrifice 

all things, and have a common stock, in which poor as well as rich should be equal 

sharers and proprietors. It was to be the same condition of things, as prevailed in the days

of Enoch; the same as was established in the days of the Apostles, after Christ was taken, 

when they had "all things common;" the same order which obtained among the Nephites, 

when for two hundred years peace spread her white wings over the great continents of 

North and South America, and the entire people, Nephites and Lamanites, were converted

unto Christ, were brethren and sisters, and all socially equal. They did away with pride, 

with class distinctions, and dwelt in righteousness, no poor, no rich among them; and 

they dealt justly one with another. Such a condition of things the Lord desires His people 

in this day to establish, as a preparatory work for the coming of the Son of God in glory. 

Such a work is thus foreshadowed by the prophet Isaiah:

The voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 

His paths straight, every mountain shall be leveled, every valley shall be exalted, and the 

crooked shall be made straight and the rough places plain.

Do you know what this means? Does it simply mean the tumbling down of these 

mountains; the making of mountains out of the valleys; the straightening of crooked 

paths, the smoothing of roads that are rough? No. It means the bringing down of the 

mountains of pride, the humbling of the haughty and the scornful; it means the lifting up 

of the valleys of humility; the meek and lowly who are to inherit the earth. It means the 

straightening of all habits that are crooked, the forsaking of all ways that are deceitful, 

and finally the culture and polish and learning that will make Zion the joy and glory of 

the whole earth. For Zion will "put on her beautiful garments," and glitter like the stars in

the firmament for learning, wisdom, power and civilization.

She shall no longer be the foot of the nations, but shall shine forever as their 

glorious head. It is for this purpose that we are carrying on this great work, a work 

preparatory to the coming of the Son of God.

I will now read the words of the Prophet Joseph in relation to the establishment of

the United Order in Jackson County:

And now I will proceed to tell you my views concerning consecration, property, 

giving inheritances, &c. The law of the Lord binds you to receive whatsoever property is 

consecrated, by deed. The consecrated property is considered the residue kept for the 
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Lord's storehouse, and it is given for this consideration, for to purchase inheritances for 

the poor; this any man has a right to do, agreeable to all laws of our country, to donate, 

give or consecrate all that he feels disposed to give. And it is your duty to see that 

whatsoever is given, is given legally; therefore it must be given for the consideration of 

the poor Saints, and in this way no man can take any advantage of you in law. Again, 

concerning inheritances, you are bound by the law of the Lord, to give a deed, securing to

him who receives inheritances, his inheritance for an everlasting inheritance, or in other 

words to be his individual property, his private stewardship, and if he is found a 

transgressor and should be cut off, out of the Church, his inheritance is his still, and he is 

delivered over to the buffetings of Satan till the day of redemption. But the property 

which he consecrated to the poor, for their benefit and inheritance and stewardship, he 

cannot obtain again by the law of the Lord. Thus you see the  propriety of this law, that 

rich men cannot have power to disinherit the poor by obtaining again that which they 

have [p.365] consecrated, which is the residue signified in the law that you will find in 

the second paragraph of the extract from the law, in the second number.

This then was the plan of the united order. It would make a lecture in itself, if I 

were to dwell upon it as the subject deserves. Suffice it that it was a general consecration 

of all properties to the Church, after which each person received a separate inheritance, 

such as a farm, a blacksmith's forge, a carpenter's bench and tools, a shoe-shop, or 

whatever was most appropriate to his vocation in life. And "the laborer in Zion" was to 

labor "for Zion," and all their earnings were to go into one common fund, upon which 

they were to draw for their support, all drawing equally according to their just needs, 

under the supervision of the Bishop and presiding authorities, and each man having his 

private stewardship. Under such a beneficent system fraud and selfishness would be 

doomed, for no man would be tempted, as now, to take advantage of or defraud his 

neighbor, since by so doing he would simply be defrauding himself. There could be but 

little pride and disunion, since all would be equal, class distinctions would perish, and 

many of the causes for disunion would be done away. Thus you see this order was to be a

grand lever towards bringing the people of God into that happy and blessed condition so 

desirable. And Zion, I believe, will never be redeemed until this people practice the 

principles of the united order. I have heard some say that we would not have the united 

order until Zion is redeemed. But this, to me, seems like putting the cart before the horse, 

the cause before the effect. This people can never be fully united until pride and 

selfishness are done away, until dishonesty and corruption disappears; until men love 

their neighbor as themselves, seeking his interest as they would their own, dealing justly 

with all men, and in all things laboring with an eye single to the glory of God. Until we 

cease to wear upon our helmet crests, as we go forth in the battle of life, that narrow and 

contemptible motto: "Me and Mine," and replace it by that sentiment as broad and true as

it is grand and beautiful: "God and My Fellow-man," we will not see the redemption of 

Zion.

I must hasten on, for I do not wish to tire you. The Lord gives as a reason why His

people were driven forth from Jackson County, that "there were jarrings and contentions 

and strifes, and lustful and covetous desires among them; wherefore, by these things, they

polluted their inheritances." Now, while this did not justify the Gentiles in lifting their 

hands against God's people—for without doubt the Saints in Jackson County, with all 

their faults, were better in every way than their persecutors—they were doubtless used as 
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a lash upon Israel, as were the Philistines in days of old, to whip them into better ways 

than they were then pursuing. It must be remembered that where much has been given 

much will be required, and the Saints were expected to be more righteous than those by 

whom they were surrounded. The Lord could not look upon their sins with the same 

degree of allowance as upon the sins of those who had received lesser light and 

knowledge, and those jarrings and contentions and lustful and covetous desires were, and 

ever are, incompatible with the calling of Saints of the Most High. Therefore they had to 

be punished and chastened, in order to learn wisdom.

On the 24th of February of the following year, 1834, a commandment came from 

the Lord to the Prophet Joseph at Kirtland, to "gather up the strength of His house and go 

up and redeem Zion;" in other words, to recover from the hands of the mob who had 

despoiled the Saints, the lands in Jackson County, Missouri, from which they had been 

driven.

Many of the best men in Israel volunteered their services for this perilous 

expedition. They numbered 205 souls, and were led by the Prophet Joseph in person, he 

being their general. They were all Elders, Priests, Teachers and Deacons of the Church, 

and went forth, as heroes and martyrs, willing to lay down their lives, if need be, for the 

redemption of Zion. Such were the origin and object of Zion's camp. They left Kirtland 

on the 5th of May, 1834. By the latter part of June they had traversed over a thousand 

miles, and encamped between the forks of what is known as the Fishing River, in 

Missouri. Unfortunately dissensions had broken out among them during the journey, 

owing to the selfish and rebellious actions of some of the brethren, though the most of 

them had done their best to represent, in their conduct, the Zion of God, the pure in heart. 

But there were some unruly spirits who rebelled against their leaders and quarrelled with 

their brethren, and the result was that the Prophet Joseph delivered a prophesy to the 

effect that God would send a scourge upon the camp, and that they "should die like sheep

with the rot," as a punishment for their disunion and transgressions. They went on, 

however, and encamped as stated, after enduring many hardships and privations, and 

passing through numerous dangers and hair-breadth escapes. The air was full of 

threatenings all the way, and every effort was made to daunt and discourage them. But 

they passed through every snare unharmed, and camped upon the banks of the Fishing 

River, a few miles from their point of destination. While here a mob, greatly 

outnumbering them, having heard of their coming, formed and came against them with 

the avowed purpose of destroying them. They were told, in the elegant diction of the 

Missouri mobocrats, that they would "see hell before morning." But the Lord did not 

intend that Zion's camp should be destroyed, so, exerting the powers of nature in their 

behalf, He drew around His people a wall of salvation. A storm, the most terrible ever 

known in that region, burst forth the same night, and devastated the country. The thunder 

roared in deafening peals, the vivid lightening flashed, the furious winds swept by, 

unroofing houses, uprooting trees and twisting their branches into writhes. Great 

hailstones, the size of hen's eggs, lumps of solid ice, poured down in showers, breaking 

the stocks of guns in the hands of the mob, beating in their hats and driving them back 

scattered and in confusion. They came to within a short distance of the camp, but were 

unable to cross the river, which, owing to the storm, had become unfordable. That night 

the Fishing River rose forty feet. But little hail fell in the camp of the brethren, though 
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their tents were blown down by the fury of the gale. Thus God fought for Zion's camp 

and saved them from their foes.

But the Lord also remembered the transgressions of his people and the words 

which the Prophet Joseph had spoken concerning the same. Having moved their camp a 

few miles nearer to Jackson County the predicted scourge came upon them. The cholera 

broke out in the camp, and sixty-eight of its members were seized  therewith; of these, 

fourteen died. I cannot dwell upon the picture of their sufferings; it is painful even to read

of them. These heroic men, who had waded rivers and toiled through forests; facing every

form of danger, and coming to that land with the purest of motives—to vindicate the 

rights and redress the wrongs of their suffering brethren and sisters, to meet with such a 

fate; standing with their guns in their hands, guarding themselves against the 

encroachments of the mob, while consigning to earth the dead and writhing forms of their

friends and companions! Such was the sad and tragic ending of the expedition. God, in 

His own wise purpose did not permit Zion's Camp to accomplish the object for which 

they had set out.

On the 22d of June the word of the Lord had come to Joseph, while the Camp was

resting on Fishing River, as follows: "Verily I say unto you who have assembled 

yourselves together * * * Behold I say unto you, were it not for the transgressions of my 

people, * * * they might have been redeemed even now; but behold they have not learned

to be obedient * * * but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance

as becometh Saints to the poor and afflicted among them."

It is related that while the brethren of Zion's Camp were struggling with the 

cholera, two of them went to the house of a member of the Church, one of the refugees 

from Jackson County, and asked him for a small fowl, to make a little broth for some of 

the brethren who were dying. It was refused with this remark: "We are going back to 

Jackson County in a few days, and I will need all my fowls." And this to the men who 

had come a thousand miles and endured every hardship in order to make it possible for 

the people to return to Jackson County. Is it any wonder that they were not then 

redeemed, having in their midst such characters as this man of infinitesimal soul? Can a 

people honey-combed with selfishness build up Zion?

Think of this, Latter-day Saints, you whose bins are filled with plenty, but who 

neglect to open your hearts and purses to the poor.

And are not united according to the union required by the law of the celestial 

kingdom.

It would seem that this law of union prevails in the celestial worlds; that Gods and

angels live in the united order, having "all things common." And this is doubtless why it 

is written of those who are exalted to that glorious sphere, "All things are theirs, and they 

are Christ's, and Christ is God's." All things are possessed equally by those who inherit 

the highest glory, but of course the order of seniority, the patriarchal system, would 

necessarily still prevail.

And Zion cannot be built up except upon the principles of the law of the celestial 

kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.

And my people must needs be chastened until they learn obedience, if it must 

needs be, by the things which they suffer.

Therefore, in consequence of the transgression of my people, it is expedient in me

that mine elders should wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion.
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Now you will observe that there was no relinquishment of the project. Some have 

supposed that the days of dreaming of Jackson County and the redemption of Zion were 

over, but I tell you the Lord has not relinquished one jot or tittle of His original design. 

He says in another revelation: "Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding

her children are scattered;" and we are only waiting for the expiration of that "little 

season" which the Lord speaks of to Joseph; for the redemption of Zion will come in His 

own due time and no power can hinder it.

It is evident, from a careful perusal of these revelations, that the Lord did not 

intend that Zion should be redeemed in that day; for He says: "I do not require of you to 

fight the battles of my people; but I will fight your battles;" and that His people must 

needs become strong and numerous ere the day of His power dawned; "My people," says 

He, "shall be willing in the day of my power." He tells the surviving members of Zion's 

camp that He had brought them that far for a trial of their faith, and that the redemption 

of Zion could not be brought to pass until His Elders were "endowed with power from on 

high." Now, none of these men who went forth to redeem Zion had received their 

endowments; for it was before any temple had been completed, or any endowments 

given. Moreover, they went forth with guns in their hands, supposing the Lord actually 

intended them to wrest those lands from the hands of the enemy by force of arms, and yet

He afterwards told them He did not require of them "to fight the battles of Zion," but that 

He would fight their battles, and had sent forth the destroyer for that purpose; to empty 

the land of His enemies.

No, it is plain that it was not designed to take place in that day. And yet the 

mission of Zion's Camp was no failure; their faith was tried and proven; they were 

weighed in the balance and were not found wanting; and, from the ranks of those heroic 

men who, by that remarkable expedition, foreshadowed the redemption of Zion, who cast

the shadow of that coming event, the Almighty subsequently chose the first quorums of 

the Apostles and Seventies of this dispensation.

The Lord, speaking concerning His purpose in relation to Zion's redemption, says:

Behold, I say unto you, the redemption of Zion must needs come by power.

Therefore, I will raise up unto my people a man, who shall lead them like as 

Moses led the children of Israel 

For ye are the children of Israel, and the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be 

led out of bondage, by power, and with a stretched out arm;

And as your fathers were led at the first, even so shall the redemption of Zion be.

Brethren and sisters, do any of you imagine that Zion has already been redeemed?

If not, you here have the word of the Lord that she shall be. I am aware there are divers 

interpretations put upon the words which I have read to you. But God has spoken them; 

you may interpret them as you please. One thing I know, the redemption of Zion is an 

event yet to be. It will come by power; the power of God operating upon and through His 

Priesthood and His faithful people; a people who will put their trust in the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and not in the men, nor the methods of this world. Brethren 

and sisters, out of the midst of this people will come the redeemers of Zion. You are the 

fathers and mothers of those who will bear off the Kingdom of God. The salvation of this 

people will come from within, not from without. The water may irrigate the roots of the 

tree, the sun may ripen the fruit upon its branches, causing them to bud and blossom and  

bear; but it is the tree itself that must produce the fruit; and if there be no life within, the 
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water will but rot it, and the sunshine wither it from the earth. So by the power of God, 

and the faith in the hearts of His people the redemption of Zion will be effected.

There is faith, there is resolution, there is determination in the hearts of many of 

this people to sacrifice all things, even life itself, if need be, upon the altar, for God and 

His cause. And many of you will live to see, rising like a phoenix from the ashes of past 

and present defeat and humiliation, a glorious Zion, a brave, a valiant, a victorious Zion; 

a people who will no longer flee from the faces of their enemies; but instead of "flying 

upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west," will "spoil them of the east 

together." Look to the future. Remember the past and its lessons, but do not live in it nor 

worship it, nor look longingly backward, as did Lot's wife, to her destruction. Look 

ahead! Do not think too much of the present, but wisely use it and improve it. The Lord 

says of His people: "They shall be looking forth for the time of My coming." Therefore, 

from the hills of the present, looking backward betimes with veneration upon the past, the

valleys from which we have climbed—keep your eyes fixed upon the future, those 

towering peaks, those "Alps on Alps" of progress and perfection that are yet to be 

surmounted, and upon whose snowy summits will yet plant their feet a people pure and 

righteous, strong and powerful, that will go down in the might of the Lord and redeem 

Zion!

God speed the day, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

-- Brian Stuy, Collected Discourses, Orson F. Whitney, 1:354-369

Article Twenty-Three: The Zion of Latter Days – Orson F. Whitney

A Work of Preparation.--The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints stands 

for the gathering of the House of Israel and the building of the modern Zion, New 

Jerusalem, preparatory to the coming of the King of Kings. Israel must be gathered, 

because it is the God of Israel who is coming to reign, and the descendants of Jacob are 

the only people who have the right to prepare the way before him and to receive him 

when he appears. And they must become pure in heart, in order to be worthy of that high 

privilege.

To His Own.--Jehovah, the Christ, is coming to "his own," as he came anciently; 

but it will not be said again that "his own received him not." They are even now 

preparing to receive him, as fast as circumstances will allow. All of "Mormonism's" 

varied activities--proselyting, migrational, colonizing, commercial, industrial and 

educational--have this as their paramount objective. The Latter-day Saints claim lineal 

descent from the Hebrew patriarchs. They are literally of the seed of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob--mostly through Ephraim, the "first-born" in the divine process of gathering Israel 

and bringing forth Zion.

The Ensign Lifted.--It devolved upon Joseph Smith, a descendant of Joseph of 

old, to begin, upon the Land of Joseph, the gathering of God's people from the nations. 

The organization of the Church was the setting up of the prophetic "Ensign," to 

"assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four 

corners of the earth." Joseph lived only long enough to assemble a portion of the half 

tribe of Ephraim, to which he belonged; but the work begun by him will go on until all 
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the tribes of Israel are gathered, and the way is fully prepared for the blest reign of the 

King of Kings..

-- Orson F. Whitney, Saturday Night Thoughts, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1921), 177-178.

Place and Plan.--The Church, organized on the sixth of April, 1830, was less than 

one year old when it removed from its birth-place, Fayette, New York, to Kirtland, Ohio, 

where its infancy was cradled. There the Prophet announced the place for the New 

Jerusalem and the plan for the building of the Holy City. Western Missouri was the place.

The plan became known as "The United Order."

The Pure in Heart.--"This is Zion--the pure in heart." So said Joseph Smith. For 

Zion is not only a place; it is also a people and a condition. "Blessed are the pure in heart;

for they shall see God." They are the only ones who will be permitted to see Him. Zion 

the place is where Zion the people will assemble for that purpose. In a general sense, the 

whole of America, North and South, is the Land of Zion; but specifically, Zion, "the 

place for the city," is in Jackson County, Missouri.

Consecration.--The Zion of old--Enoch's common-wealth--was sanctified and 

translated through obedience to the Law of Consecration, a heaven-revealed principle 

subsequently practiced by the followers of Christ, both Jews and Nephites. The modern 

Zion, "the perfection of beauty," "the joy of the whole earth," is to be brought forth upon 

precisely the same principle- -"every man seeking the interest of his neighbor, and doing 

all things with an eye single to the glory of God."

Equality and Unity.--Preliminary to that event, which is still in prospect, the 

Latter-day Saints were required to consecrate all their properties to the Lord. This was 

done, not to enrich any man nor any set of men, but to benefit the whole community, by 

establishing equality in material possessions, as a prerequisite to the unity and power 

necessary for the mighty undertaking. Equality--not of intelligence and capacity, of 

course, but of ownership and of opportunity to advance and achieve--this was the ideal, 

this the purpose in view. The members of the community were to be equal in earthly 

things, that they might be "equal in obtaining heavenly things."

A Celestial Law.--It was a law of the Celestial Kingdom--the Zion of Eternity--

that the Saints were required to obey, to the end that the Lord's will might be done on 

earth even as it is done in heaven--that Earth might become a heaven, in fact, and its 

righteous inhabitants prepared for "a place in the celestial world."

Stewardships.--It was not proposed to take from the people their possessions, and 

demand all their time and service, without making ample provision for their support. 

They were not to be pauperized, but enriched, by obedience to God's law. The properties 

they consecrated-- farms, printing offices, mills, work-shops, merchandise, money, etc.--

were to be returned to them as "stewardships," differing, as talents, aptitudes, and the 

ability to handle much or little differ, but all to be managed in the interest of the common 

cause. All earnings were to go into a general fund, from which each steward would derive

a sufficient maintenance, "every man according to his wants and his needs, inasmuch as 

his wants are just."
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First Bishops.--The introduction of this system was the occasion for the call of the

first Bishops in the Church. The men chosen to manage, under the direction of the First 

Presidency, the temporalities of the United Order, were Edward Partridge and Newel K. 

Whitney. The former, as Bishop in Zion, received consecrations of properties and 

assigned stewardships at Independence, Missouri. The latter officiated in a similar 

capacity at Kirtland, Ohio, the headquarters of a Stake of Zion.

Against Lawlessness.--The United Order did not encourage lawlessness. It was 

the very antithesis of anarchy. It stood for law and government, for wise and good 

government--the government of God for the benefit of man. Sounding the death-knell of 

monopoly, fraud, and the misuse of power and privilege, it proposed to do away with 

class distinctions, founded on pride, vanity and the worship of wealth. It would abolish 

such conditions--not by violence, but peacefully and by common consent. Doctrine, not 

dynamite; humility, not self-assertion; love of God and fellowman, not hatred and strife, 

were to effect the desired emancipation. Under the benign influence of the Holy Spirit--

God's gift to all who take upon them his name--envy and greed would give way to 

brotherly love and mutual helpfulness.

No Drones in the Hive.--While philanthropic in the highest degree, the United 

Order was no mere alms-giving concern, no eleemosynary institution. Every member of 

the community able to work, was expected to work, to do that for which he or she might 

best be fitted. There were to be no drones in the hive, no idleness eating the bread of 

industry. Employment for all, a place for everything and everything in its place--such was

the ideal of this social-religious system. It stood, in short, for justice and fair-dealing, 

with every man in the secure possession and full enjoyment of his own. Out of the 

righteous unity resulting from this ideal condition, was to come the power to build up 

Zion and prepare the way of the Lord.

Why the Ideal Was Not Realized.--The United Order was not permanently 

established; nor did its original workings long continue. Selfishness within and 

persecution without, were the two-fold cause. The Church, driven from place to place, 

found it impracticable, with an imperfect acceptance by its members of the Law of 

Consecration, to bring forth Zion at that early day. The great event, however, was only 

postponed. The realization of the ideal is only a question of time.

The Jackson County Expulsion.--An attempt to begin the building of the New 

Jerusalem was made in the summer of 1831, when a colony approximating fifteen 

hundred men, women and children, settled for that purpose in Jackson County, Missouri, 

upon lands purchased by the Church from the Federal Government. Ground was 

consecrated, and a City laid out, including the site for a Temple. But a lack of the perfect 

unity necessary on the part of those selected for this sacred task, prevented its 

accomplishment at that time. "There were jarrings and contentions, and envyings and 

strifes, and lustful and covetous desires among them; therefore, by these things they 

polluted their inheritances." Forewarned by the Prophet of what would result if these 

evils were not corrected, the colonists did not as a whole pay sufficient heed to the 

admonition, and as a punishment the Lord permitted their enemies to come upon them 

and drive them from "the goodly land."

Persecuted and Persecutors.--The Jackson County colonists, whatever their faults, 

were superior to the people who mobbed them and drove them from their homes, 

misinterpreting their motives and falsely accusing them of unfriendly acts or intentions 
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toward the earlier settlers. The persecuted were better than the persecutors; but not good 

enough to completely carry out the high and holy designs of Deity. It was in the autumn 

of 1833 that the "Mormon" colony was expelled from Jackson County.

Zion Not Moved.--Then, and at a later period, after similar and worse mobbings 

and drivings had taken place, those who committed or countenanced the outrages were 

wont to say mockingly: "Whenever the Mormons are driven from one Zion, their Prophet

gets a revelation appointing Zion somewhere else." How utterly unfounded this assertion,

is best told in the language of a revelation given a few weeks after the Jackson County 

expulsion. Therein the Lord says:

"Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are 

scattered;

"They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their 

inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste 

places of Zion. . . . 

"And, behold there is none other place appointed than that which I have 

appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed . . . for the work of the 

gathering of my saints,

"Until the day cometh when there is found no more room for them; and then I 

have other places which I will appoint unto them, and they shall be called stakes, for the 

curtains or the strength of Zion."

Stakes of Zion.--Hear it, ye Gentiles! Hear it, O House of Israel! Jackson County, 

Missouri, is the chosen site for the City of Zion. No other place has been or will be 

appointed for that purpose. All other gathering places for God's people are only Stakes of 

Zion, holding the outside cords and curtains of the spiritual Tabernacle of the Lord.

Zion's first Stake was at Kirtland, Ohio; and other stakes were organized in 

Missouri, Illinois, and Iowa. All these have been abandoned; but many others, since 

established, now flourish in the region of the Rocky Mountains and elsewhere. There was

no stake organization in Jackson County, though that part is sometimes referred to as 

"The Center Stake." Zion is there, or will yet be there--the very City of God; but no Stake

of Zion.

In Abeyance.--Zion is greater than any of her stakes. It will require the Law of 

Consecration to bring forth Zion, while a lesser law suffices for the creation of stakes. 

When the building up of Zion was postponed, the Law of Consecration was suspended, 

and the United Order went into abeyance. Then was introduced the Law of Tithing, a law 

adapted to the undeveloped condition of the Church. Since that time the work of founding

and maintaining stakes of Zion, preparatory to the coming forth of Zion proper, has 

engrossed the attention of the gathered children of Ephraim.

-- Orson F. Whitney, Saturday Night Thoughts, 

(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1921), 162-169.

What Is Zion? A Distant View – Hugh Nibley

The first thing to note is that Zion is perfect, flawless, and complete—not a 

structure in the process of building. We work for the building up of the kingdom of God 
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on earth and the establishment of Zion. The first step makes the second possible. Zion has

been on the earth before in its perfection, as (we are told) it is to be found in other worlds.

When the world has been ready to receive it at various happy times in the past, Zion has 

been brought down from above; and we have the joyful promise that at some future time 

it will again descend to earth. When men are no longer capable of supporting Zion on 

earth, it is bodily removed—taken up to heaven; whence go forth the sayings, "Zion is 

fled" and "Zion is no more." It is no more here but continues to thrive elsewhere. For it is 

a constant quantity, as perfect things are.

In its present state, the world is far from qualified to receive a celestial society 

into its midst. But if we today cannot achieve Zion, we can conceive of it. Whenever we 

use that resounding word, the idea of perfection is always implied, even though we may 

be using it only in a local and limited sense. Thus, when the Prophet Joseph says, "We 

will still weep for Zion,"  it is not an imperfect Zion he is weeping for, but the absence of 

true Zion; he weeps because the Zion he has so clearly in mind has not been realized. One

does not weep for paradise, a place of consummate joy, but only for our memory of 

paradise, for paradise lost, even as the Jews, by the waters of Babylon, wept for a 

Jerusalem that was no more. Brigham Young admonished the people who came to the 

Valley lest they "go into error when they expect to see that Zion here which they have 

seen in vision."  The Zion in the vision was the real one. It must always be kept in mind, 

not as a present reality, but as the goal toward which all the labor of the Church is a 

preparation.

"Blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day" (1 Nephi 

13:37). If they are obedient, "they shall have power after many days to accomplish all 

things pertaining to Zion" (D&C 105:37). "My people must be tried in all things, that 

they may be prepared to receive the glory . . . of Zion" which lies ahead (D&C 136:31).

When all the accidentals and incidentals are stripped away, what remains that is 

quintessentially Zion? Buildings, walls, streets, and gates—even of gold and jasper—do 

not make Zion; neither do throngs in shining robes. Zion is not a Cecil B. DeMille 

production; the properties do not make the play, no matter how splendid they may be. 

What makes Zion? God has given us the perfect definition: Zion is the pure in heart—the 

pure in heart, not merely the pure in appearance. It is not a society or religion of forms 

and observances, of pious gestures and precious mannerisms: it is strictly a condition of 

the heart. Above all, Zion is pure, which means "not mixed with any impurities, 

unalloyed"; it is all Zion and nothing else. It is not achieved wherever a heart is pure or 

where two or three are pure, because it is all pure—it is a society, a community, and an 

environment into which no unclean thing can enter. "Henceforth there shall no more 

come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean" (3 Nephi 20:36). It is not even pure 

people in a dirty environment, or pure people with a few impure ones among them; it is 

the perfectly pure in a perfectly pure environment. "I . . . will contend with Zion . . . and 

chasten her until she overcomes and is clean before me" (D&C 90:36).

This makes it so different from our world that it almost begins to sound 

distasteful. But a moment's reflection will show that Zion cannot possibly be other than 

wholly pure. For Zion is the eternal order; it has existed elsewhere from the eternities and

will someday be permanently established on this earth. Even the smallest impurity or 

flaw in anything designed to continue forever would, in the course of an infinite 

stretching of time, become a thing of infinite mischief. The most perfect structures men 
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have been able to erect have been short-lived because of tiny, all-but-imperceptible flaws.

Hence, any flaw, no matter how small, must be removed from a system designed to be 

timeless; otherwise, there will be no end of trouble. The only kind of life that can be 

endured forever is one completely devoid of sin, for we are told that the most calamitous 

thing that could befall man at present would be for him to reach forth his hand and 

partake of the tree of life and live forever in his sins. Jeremiah describes Zion as a comely

and delicate woman who cannot live in the presence of what is vile (Jeremiah 6:2-7). 

"When men presume to build up Zion in their sins, they labor in vain, for the daughter of 

Zion withdraws from the scene entirely" (Micah 4:10).

If only to preserve its purity, Zion is set apart from all contaminating influences. 

For it must be holy enough to receive the Lord himself: "For the Lord hath chosen Zion; 

he hath desired it for his habitation. This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have 

desired it" (Psalm 132:13-14). Ancient writers assure us repeatedly that the temple is the 

earthly type of Zion, a holy place removed from contact with the outer world, set apart 

for ordinances from which the world is excluded; while it is in the world, the temple 

presents a forbidding front of high gates, formidable walls, narrow doors, and frowning 

battlements, dramatizing the total withdrawal of Zion from the world and its defensive 

position over against it. Zion itself, of course, is absolutely impregnable and unassailable,

since the world has no access to it. Should the world get too close, Zion withdraws: 

"[God] dwelt in the midst of Zion; and it came to pass that Zion was not, for God 

received it up into his own bosom; and from thence went forth the saying, ZION IS 

FLED" (Moses 7:69). Hence, it is often described as a refuge and a place of safety: "And 

it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for

the saints; . . . the terror of the Lord also shall be there, . . . and it shall be called Zion" 

(D&C 45:66-67). Her invulnerability makes Zion an object of awe and terror to her 

enemies. Hence, scripture speaks of "the gathering together upon the land of Zion, and 

upon her stakes, . . . for a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when 

it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth" (D&C 115:6). In a hostile 

world, those seeking for Zion form a sort of bridgehead, a command post from which 

God may expand his work "for the rising generations that shall grow up on the land of 

Zion, to possess it from generation to generation, forever and ever" (D&C 69:8). That can

be the real Zion only after the groundwork has been laid for it. It is always described as a 

place of unearthly beauty.

The Bible contains a fairly complete description of Zion, but there is one aspect of

it that only the Latter-day Saints have taken to heart (or did formerly), and it is that 

doctrine that sets them off most sharply from all of the other religions, namely, the belief 

that Zion is possible on the earth, that men possess the capacity to receive it right here 

and are therefore under obligation to waste no time moving in the direction of Zion. The 

instant one realizes that Zion is a possibility, one has no choice but to identify himself 

with the program that will bring about the quickest possible realization of its perfection. 

The call is to awake and arise, to "push many people to Zion with songs of everlasting 

joy upon their heads" (D&C 66:11). If undue haste is not desirable, delay is inexcusable; 

a sense of urgent gravity has ever marked the latter-day work: "I am Jesus Christ, who 

cometh quickly, in an hour you think not" (D&C 51:20). "Wherefore, stand ye in holy 

places, and be not moved, until the day of the Lord come; for behold, it cometh quickly" 

(D&C 87:8).
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"When we conclude to make a Zion," said Brigham Young, "we will make it, and 

this work commences in the heart of each person."  Zion can come only to a place that is 

completely ready for it, which is to say Zion must already be there. When Zion descends 

to earth, it must be met by a Zion that is already here: "And they shall see us; and we will

fall upon their necks, and they shall fall upon our necks; . . . and there shall be mine 

abode, and it shall be Zion" (Moses 7:63-64). Hence, President Young must correct a 

misunderstanding among many of the Saints who "gather here with the spirit of Zion 

resting upon them, and expecting to find Zion in its glory, whereas their own doctrine 

should teach them that they are coming here to make Zion,"  that is, to make it possible. 

"The elements are here to produce as good a Zion as was ever made in all the eternities of

the Gods."  Note that Zion is an eternal and a universal type and that the local Zion, while

made of the substances of this earth, "shall come forth out of all the creations which I 

have made" (Moses 7:64). "I have Zion in my view constantly," said Brother Brigham, 

making it clear that Zion for this earth is still an unrealized ideal of perfection. "We are 

not going to wait for angels, or for Enoch and his company to come and build up Zion, 

but we are going to build it,"  so that we will be ready. If we did not have a responsibility 

for bringing Zion, and if we did not work constantly with that aim in view, its coming 

could not profit us much—for all its awesome perfection and beauty, Zion is still our 

business and should be our constant concern.

Throughout the scriptures, Zion is brought into the clearest focus by placing it 

against a dark background; and like Zion, that background world is given a code name: 

Babylon. Babylon, like Zion, is a real society—a type, place, and environment of human 

existence, described in the scriptures with great clarity and precision. (The word Babylon 

is not just a general term to indicate anything that is not Zion; it is the designation of a 

very particular and specific type of society.) Though Babylon is vividly described by the 

prophets, the best way to define her is as the exact opposite of Zion in all things. Babylon

is just as pure in its way as is Zion; it is pure evil—for even good, when it becomes 

contaminated and perverted, becomes an evil. The main thing is that Babylon and Zion 

cannot mix in any degree; a Zion that makes concessions is no longer Zion.

One may well ask if it is necessary to choose between such absolute extremes, 

and wonder if there is not some more moderate approach to the problems. By the very 

nature of things, there is no third way—as the early Jewish and Christian writers remind 

us repeatedly in their doctrine of the Two Ways. According to this oldest and best-

established of teachings (though quite unpopular with the conventional Christianity and 

Judaism of our time), there are Two Ways lying before every person in this life, the Way 

of Light and the Way of Darkness, the Way of Life and the Way of Death; and every 

mortal every day of his life is required to make a choice between them. Unfortunately for 

our peace of mind, any compromise between the Two Ways is out of the question, since 

they lead in opposite directions. As the wise Heraclitus pointed out long ago, "The up-

road and the down-road are one and the same."  Which one you are on depends entirely 

on the way you are facing. To go off at an angle is to get nowhere; if you find the road to 

Zion, the Heavenly City, too steep, you may mitigate the climb by striking off on a more 

level course—but in that case you will never, never reach Zion. The only road to Zion is 

the shortest road, for to take any other shows a lack of faith and zeal, which will exclude 

you from the city.
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As there is no compromise between the Two Ways, so there is no mixing of 

Babylon and Zion; God will not tolerate any concessions by Zion: "A scourge and 

judgment [is] to be poured out upon the children of Zion. For shall the children of the 

kingdom pollute my holy land?" (D&C 84:58-59). Zion does not make war on Babylon: 

"I forgive all men. I feel in my heart to forgive all men in the broad sense that God 

requires me to forgive all men, and I desire to love my neighbor as myself; and to this 

extent I bear no malice toward any of the children of my Father. . . . I leave them in the 

hands of the just Judge. Let him deal with them as seemeth him good. . . . I would not 

harm a hair of their heads."  We don't need to. Zion has never made war on Babylon, for 

when the environment has become too foul for Zion, she has simply been removed. 

Babylon is always reserved for the burning—she is never converted or reformed; though 

many may leave her for Zion, her fate is to be overthrown, violently, suddenly, 

unexpectedly, and completely by the direct intervention of God. "Thou shalt not know 

from whence it riseth: . . . thou shalt not be able to put it off, and desolation shall come 

upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know" (Isaiah 47:11). "Babylon is suddenly 

fallen and destroyed; howl for her. . . . We would have healed Babylon, but she is not 

healed: forsake her" (Jeremiah 51:8-9).

From the beginning the cry went forth to the Saints, repeating the words of the 

ancient prophets: "Go ye out from Babylon. Be ye clean. . . . Go ye out from among the 

nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon" 

(D&C 133:5, 14). The substance of this woe "is that of an idol, which waxeth old and 

shall perish in Babylon, even Babylon the great, which shall fall" (D&C 1:16). Babylon's 

time is all but used up, and the only thing for the Saints to do is to get out of her. As we 

all know, they sought to do this in a very physical as well as a spiritual sense. "I will that 

my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion . . . and lift a warning voice . . . by 

word and by flight" (D&C 63:36-37). How could they stay in the world? "We are trying 

to be the image of those who live in heaven; we are trying to pattern after them, . . . to 

walk and talk like them, to deal like them, and build up the kingdom of heaven as they 

have done."  That meant a total renunciation of the world and its ways: "It is useless for 

us to expect the favor of the world. We have been called out of the world, therefore the 

world hates us. If we were of the world, then the world would love its own, and we 

should have no trouble with them."  That was what the Lord often told his disciples. You 

cannot be "in the world but not of the world," "for all that is in the world . . . is not of the 

Father, but is of the world," and that in the most literal sense (1 John 2:16).

The world lost no time in getting the message, and if the antipathy was mutual, 

the ferocity of the attack on the one side matched the finality of retreat on the other. "In 

the first place," said Brigham, "they will not fellowship us, and in the next place we 

cannot fellowship them. . . . I would not give a snap of my finger for them; for as the 

world is I want not their fellowship."  Right from the beginning, the standard charge 

against Joseph Smith and the Mormons was treason. And why not? That was the only 

possible charge when the crime was simply that of rejecting a whole way of life: "They 

accused him [Joseph Smith] of treason, because he would not fellowship their 

wickedness."  In a way he had asked for it, for he would make no concession: "It may be 

considered treason," said Brigham Young, "to say that the kingdom which that Prophet 

[Daniel] foretold is actually set up; that we cannot help, but we know it is so, and call 

upon the nations to believe our testimony."  "Do you blame the wicked for being mad?" 
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he asks. "No. They desire to rule, to hold the reins of government on this earth; they have 

held them a great while. I do not blame them for being suspicious of us; men in high 

standing are suspicious of us, hence the frequent cry, 'Treason, treason, we are going to 

have trouble with the people in Utah.'"  So God drives a wedge between Zion and 

Babylon, an intense mutual antipathy that constantly forces them apart. "If the wicked 

come here they do not wish to stay, no matter how well they are treated, and I thank the 

Lord for it; and I want hard times, so that every person that does not wish to stay, for the 

sake of his religion, will leave."  Whenever the Lord prepares for Zion, there must be a 

division among the people. "The Lord is building up Zion, and is emptying the earth of 

wickedness, gathering his people, bringing again Zion, redeeming his Israel, sending 

forth his work, withdrawing his Spirit from the wicked world, and commencing to build 

up his kingdom."  The perennial "Mormon Problem" was not how to fellowship the 

Mormons but how to liquidate them;  but that was not surprising: "The cry has been 

against the Prophets of every age, against the Apostles and against Jesus himself, and 

against all those who have ever preached the truth, and why? Because the systems of the 

world are errors; while the Gospel is true."  "Joseph Smith, in forty-seven prosecutions, 

was never proven guilty of one violation of the laws of his country. They accused him of 

treason, because he would not fellowship with their wickedness."  The nature of their 

hatred and their charges is reported by Joseph Smith himself:

If there were priests among them of all the different sects, they hated us, and that 

most cordially too. If there were generals, they hated us; if there were colonels, they 

hated us; and the soldiers, and officers of every kind, hated us . . .—they all hated us, 

most cordially. And now what did they hate us for? . . . Was it because we have 

committed treason against the government in Daviess county, or burglary, or larceny, or 

arson, or any other unlawful act in Daviess county? We know that we have been so 

reported by priests, and certain lawyers, and certain judges, who . . . for a number of 

years have tried, by a well contemplated and premeditated scheme, to put down by 

physical power a system of religion that all the world . . . by any fair means whatever, 

were not able to resist. 

There is no third way: "Those who believe and obey the Gospel of the Son of God

forsake all for its interests, belong to the kingdom of God, and all the rest belong to the 

other kingdom." 

And so we have Zion and Babylon, and never the twain shall meet. That is, they 

wouldn't if we did not take human nature into account, for how many humans have ever 

succeeded in renouncing the world completely? The separation of the Saints from the 

world was, in most cases, not a matter of choice—it was forced on them; God is 

constantly driving wedges between the Church and the world, or in Brigham Young's 

vivid terms, there are always cats coming out of the bag to put us at odds with the world, 

whether we want it that way or not. "The brethren and sisters came across the plains 

because they could not stay; that is the secret of the movement." 

"Do you think we came here of our own choice? No; we would have stayed in 

those rich valleys and prairies back yonder."  When the first revelation was given to 

prepare for Zion by the gathering of Israel, "when the people came to Jackson county, . . .

they were as far from believing and obeying that revelation as the east is from the west."  

"And so we have got to continue to labor, fight, toil, counsel, exercise faith, ask God over

and over, and have been praying for thirty odd years for that which we might have 
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received and accomplished in one year."  That complete break between the Saints and the

world that must precede the coming of Zion has not yet taken place.

"They have not learned 'a' concerning Zion; and we have been traveling now 

forty-two years, and have we learned our a, b, c's? . . . I will say, scarcely. Have we seen 

it as a people? How long shall we travel, . . . how long shall God wait for us to sanctify 

ourselves and become one in the Lord, in our actions and in our ways for the building up 

of the kingdom of God, that he can bless us?"  "How long, Latter-day Saints, before you 

will believe the Gospel as it is? The Lord has declared it to be his will that his people will

enter into covenant, even as Enoch and his people did, which of necessity, must be before

we shall have the privilege of building the Center Stake of Zion." 

This was one of the last public addresses of the prophet Brigham, and the people 

were still not ready to go all the way. They still wanted to mix Babylon and Zion; or, as 

he put it, "Some of the Latter-day Saints had an idea that they could take the follies of the

world in one hand and the Savior in the other, and expect to get into the presence of the 

Lord Jesus."  Such heaping up gold and silver would prove their destruction.  Again and 

again the Lord had to rebuke even Joseph Smith for little concessions to the world: "You 

have feared man and have not relied on me for strength as you ought" (D&C 30:1). "Your

mind has been on the things of the earth more than on the things of me, . . . and you . . . 

have been persuaded by those whom I have not commanded; . . . you shall ever open your

mouth in my cause, not fearing what man can do, for I am with you" (D&C 30:2, 11). 

"How oft you have transgressed the commandments and the laws of God, and have gone 

on in the persuasions of men. For behold you should not have feared man more than 

God" (D&C 3:6-7).

Speaking to the Mormon Battalion in 1848, President Young warned them: "If we

were to go to San Francisco and dig up chunks of gold or find it here in the valley it 

would ruin us. Many wanted to unite Babylon and Zion; it's the love of money that hurts 

them."  In his last public address, he noted that because they are still "lusting . . . after the

things of this world, [the Latter-day Saints] are . . . shaking hands with the servants of the

devil, instead of sanctifying themselves. . . . When I think upon this subject, I want the 

tongues of seven thunders to wake up the people."  Even though the Lord said, "Zion 

cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom; 

otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself" (D&C 105:5), the Latter-day Saints still 

wanted to compromise and say, "We will not go up unto Zion, and will keep our 

moneys"—but as long as that was their plan, there could be no Zion: "Mine elders should

wait for . . . the redemption of Zion" (D&C 105:8-9). For God had made it perfectly 

clear: "I give not unto you that ye shall live after the manner of the world" (D&C 95:13). 

"For after today cometh the burning. . . . I will burn them up . . . and I will not spare any 

that remain in Babylon" (D&C 64:24). It had to be the one or the other.

"Shall we now seek to make ourselves wealthy in gold and silver and the 

possessions which the wicked love and worship, or shall we, with all of our might, mind, 

and strength, seek diligently first to build up the Kingdom of God? Let us decide on this, 

and do the one thing or the other."  Notice that every time the issue is raised, it is made 

clear that the powerful link that continues to bind the Mormons to the world and that 

advocates the perverse doctrine of a deal between Zion and Babylon is a deep-seated 

desire of the Saints to acquire personal wealth. Joseph Smith's speech at Far West is a 

vividly specific statement of the case:
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Brethren, we are gathering to this buitiful land to build up Zion. . . . But since I 

have been here I perseive the spirit of selfishness, coveteousness exists in the hearts of 

the saints. . . . Here are those who begin to spread out, buying up all the land they are able

to do; . . . thinking to ley foundations for themselves only, looking to their own individual

familys. . . . Now I want to tell you that Zion cannot be built up in eny such way. . . . I see

signs put out, Beer signs, speculative scheems are being introduced. This is the ways of 

the world—Babylon indeed, and I tell you in the name of the God of Israel, if thare is not 

repentance . . . you will be Broken up and scattered from this choice land [sic]. 

We all know that this prophecy was literally fulfilled: God would not tolerate 

such a mockery of Zion. We cannot compromise between the way of Babylon and the 

way of Zion, because they do lead in opposite directions, as Brigham Young explains: "I 

am sorry that this people are worldly-minded. . . . Their affections are upon . . . their 

farms, upon their property, their houses and possessions, and in the same ratio that this is 

the case, the Holy Spirit of God—the spirit of their calling—forsakes them, and they are 

overcome with the spirit of the evil one." 

Every step in the direction of increasing one's personal holdings is a step away 

from Zion, which is another way of saying, as the Lord has proclaimed in various ways, 

that one cannot serve two masters: to the degree in which he loves the one he will hate 

the other, and so it is with God and business, for mammon is simply the standard Hebrew 

word for any kind of financial dealing.

So money is the name of the game by which the devil cleverly decoys the minds 

of the Saints from God's work to his.  "What does the Lord want of us up here in the tops 

of these mountains?" Brigham asked twenty years after the first settling of the Valley. 

"He wishes us to build up Zion. What are the people doing? They are merchandizing, 

trafficking and trading."  "Elders are agreed on the way and manner necessary to obtain 

celestial glory, but they quarrel about a dollar. When principles of eternal life are brought

before them—God and the things pertaining to God and godliness—they apparently care 

not half so much about them as they do about five cents."  "Instead of reflecting upon and

searching for hidden things of the greatest value to them, [the Latter-day Saints] rather 

wish to learn how to secure their way through this world as easily and as comfortably as 

possible. The reflections, what they are here for, who produced them, and where they are 

from, far too seldom enter their minds."  Well, what was wrong with that? Isn't a 

comfortable living what we all want? It would be all right if we did not have our choice, 

but if we fail to realize that "we are engaged in a higher-toned branch of business than 

any merchants or railroad men, or any institution of an earthly nature,"  and give priority 

to the comfortable and respectable life after we have seen the greater light, we are in 

great danger. "Are their eyes single to the building up of the Kingdom of God? No; they 

are single to the building up of themselves."  "Does this congregation understand what 

idolatry is? The New Testament says that covetousness is idolatry; therefore, a covetous 

people is an idolatrous people."  "Man is made in the image of God, but what do we 

know of him or of ourselves, when we suffer ourselves to love and worship the god of 

this world—riches?"  Had the Latter-day Saints gone so far? They had, from the 

beginning; when the Church was only a year old, the Prophet Joseph observed that "God 

has often sealed up the heavens because of covetousness in the Church."  Three years 

later, God revoked that "united order" by which alone Zion could exist on earth (D&C 

104:52-53)—in their desire for wealth, the Saints had tried to embrace both Babylon and 
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Zion by smooth double-talk. The Mormons would have to wait for their blessings until 

they learned their lesson: "If the people neglect their duty, turn away from the holy 

commandments which God has given us, seek for their own individual wealth, and 

neglect the interests of the kingdom of God, we may expect to be here quite a time—

perhaps a period that will be far longer than we anticipate." 

Satan has many arrows in his quiver: "I cannot tell you all the things whereby we 

may commit sin," said King Benjamin to his people, "for there are divers ways and 

means, even so many that I cannot number them" (Mosiah 4:29). These were the closing 

words, however, of a speech devoted to warning his people against the ways in which 

they were most likely to commit the greatest sins, namely, in the search for private gain. 

Of all the devil's arrows, this has ever proven the most deadly and effective. "My 

experience is that this people have too great a tenacity for the goods of this world, and the

Enemy thinks he can get the advantage over them in this respect, and he is improving the 

time."  Did not Paul say, "Love of money is the root of all evil" (1 Timothy 6:10)? And 

has God not restated the proposition for our own generation through the mouth of his 

prophet, Mormon? "Behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present, and yet ye are not. 

But . . . Jesus Christ hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing. . . . For behold, ye 

do love money, and your substance, and your fine apparel, and the adorning of your 

churches, more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted" (Mormon 

8:35, 37). That is not Zion as described by God: "They were of one heart and one mind . .

. and there was no poor among them" (Moses 7:18). The people "do not understand the 

power of the devil and how liable they are to be decoyed."  Wealth is a pleasant and 

heady narcotic that gives the addict an exhilarating sense of power accompanied by a 

growing deadening of feeling for anything of real value. It seals up the heavens and 

closes the mind to revelation;  it takes possession of the heart and darkens the spirit;  it 

works by deception, bewitching the nations (Revelation 18:23); it becomes an obsession

—"We wish the wealth or things of the world; we think about them morning, noon, and 

night; they are first in our minds when we awake in the morning, and the last thing before

we go to sleep at night";  it gives a false sense of security against which the Prophet 

Joseph warned: "Every man who is afraid, covetous, will be taken in a snare," adding that

the only security in the future would be "in Zion and her stakes";  it paralyzes the mind's 

perception of higher things: "Are not the sordid things of this life before our eyes, and 

have they not thrown a mist before them so that we can not see? . . . What do we know of

heavenly things?"  "When you see the Latter-day Saints greedy, and coveteous [sic] of 

the things of this world, do you think their minds are in a fit condition to be written upon 

by the pen of revelation?" 

There are exceptions, but they are dangerously rare, for wealth is a jealous 

mistress: she will not tolerate any competition; rulers of business are openly 

contemptuous of all other vocations; and all those "how-to-get-rich" books by rich men 

virtuously assure us that the first and foremost prerequisite for acquiring wealth is to 

think of nothing else—the aspirant who is guilty even of a momentary lapse in his 

loyalty, they tell us, does not deserve the wealth he seeks. That is why there are so few 

exceptions: "I know," says Brigham Young, "that there is no man on this earth who can 

call around him property, be he a merchant, tradesman, or [farmer], with his mind 

continually occupied with: 'How shall I get this or that; how rich can I get?' . . . No such 

man ever can magnify the priesthood nor enter the celestial kingdom."  The game is 

282



almost always demoralizing: "You may take the class called merchants, also the doctors, 

the priests in the various sects, the lawyers, and every person engaged in any branch of 

business throughout the world, and as a general thing, they are all taught from their 

childhood to be more or less dishonest."  "In my young days I had to quit the business of 

painting purely because I had either to be dishonest or quit; and I quit."  "But the great 

majority of men who have amassed great wealth have done it at the expense of their 

fellows, on the principle that the doctors, the lawyers, and the merchants acquire theirs. 

Such men are impositions on the community." 

All this in the relatively simple and innocent nineteenth century. Brigham grieved 

to see how inevitably covetousness led to dishonesty among the Saints. "Their cheating 

and lying, their scheming in every possible way . . . [have] caused my spirit to weep and 

mourn." 

Was there no trend toward improvement? The whole tenet of the dualism of 

Babylon and Zion, the Two Ways, is that one does not move gradually and easily from a 

sinful to a righteous life. One forsakes sin completely, or one does not forsake it. That 

danger of covetousness did not diminish with the flight of the Saints from Babylon: 

"Have we separated ourselves from the nations? Yes. And what else have we done? . . . 

Have we not brought Babylon with us? Are we not promoting Babylon here in our midst?

Are we not fostering the spirit of Babylon that is now abroad on the face of the whole 

earth? . . . Yes, yes, to some extent, and there is not a Latter-day Saint but what feels that 

we have too much of Babylon in our midst."  Many years before, Brigham had laid it on 

the line: "I am more afraid of covetousness in our Elders than I am of the hordes of hell. 

Have we men out now of that class? I believe so. I am afraid of such spirits; for they are 

more powerful and injurious to this people than all hell outside of our borders. All our 

enemies in the United States or in the world, and all hell with them marshalled against us,

could not do us the injury that covetousness in the hearts of this people could do us; for it 

is idolatry."  "Whether you can see it or not, I know that this people are more or less 

prone to idolatry; for I see that spirit manifested every day, and hear it from nearly every 

quarter." 

I have a long list of quotations in which President Brigham Young, down through 

the years, repeats this warning with growing concern. Way back in Kirtland the Lord had 

said, "[The saints] do not forsake their sins, and their wicked ways, the pride of their 

hearts, and their covetousness" (D&C 98:20). Thirty-five years later Brigham says, "My 

experience for the best part of forty years teaches me that they never progress—they are 

as they were, and as they no doubt will be."  And six years after that, he says: "The Lord .

. . is sending forth his voice . . . into the hearts of his people, crying unto them—'Stop! 

Stop your course! Cease to bring in and build up Babylon in your midst!'"  In his last 

sermon he said: "The devils in hell [are] looking at this people, too, and trying to 

overthrow us, and the people are still shaking hands with the servants of the devil, instead

of sanctifying themselves and calling upon the Lord and doing the work which he has 

commanded us and put into our hands to do." 

If those who have been "called out of the world" still admit its charms, we can 

hardly expect the world itself to improve. The world as such is Babylon and always has 

been. It will not change. "Evil is here," says Brigham. "The Devil reigns on the earth, and

has held dominion on it for thousands of years."  "The Devil has the mastery of the earth: 

he has corrupted it, and has corrupted the children of men. He has led them in evil until 
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they are almost entirely ruined, and are so far from God that they neither know Him nor 

his influence, and have almost lost sight of everything that pertains to eternity. This 

darkness is more prevalent, more dense, among the people of Christendom than it is 

among the heathen. They have lost sight of all that is great and glorious—of all principles

that pertain to life eternal."  "We are here in this wicked world, a world shrouded in 

darkness, principally led, directed, governed, and controlled, from first to last, by the 

power of our common foe . . .—the devil. Lucifer has almost the entire control over the 

whole earth, rules and governs the children of men and leads them on to destruction."  

"The whole world are wrapt up in the garment of corruption, confusion, and destruction; 

and they are fast making their way down to hell, while we have the words of eternal life."

"Will the inhabitants of the earth receive the truth? They will not."  "It never enters the 

hearts of the mass of mankind that they are preparing for the day of calamity and 

slaughter."  "You will see that the wisdom of the wise among the nations will perish and 

be taken from them. They will fall into difficulties, and they will not be able to tell the 

reason, nor point a way to avert them any more than they can now in this land. They can 

fight, quarrel, contend and destroy each other, but they do not know how to make peace. 

So it will be with the inhabitants of the earth." 

We have presented this basic historical proposition of the Latter-day Saints in 

little-known but powerful words of the Prophet Brigham Young to call to mind how 

faithfully such sayings continue the teachings of the Prophet Joseph and foreshadow the 

world in which we live. Almost the first words spoken by the Lord himself to the boy 

Joseph in his first vision were, "Behold the world lieth in sin at this time and none doeth 

good no not one they have turned asside [sic] from the Gospel and keep not my 

commandments they draw near to me with their lips while their hearts are far from me 

and mine anger is kindling against the inhabitants of the earth to visit them acording [sic] 

to this ungodliness."  The preface to the Doctrine and Covenants repeats this: "They seek 

not the Lord, . . . but every man walketh in his own way . . . in Babylon, even Babylon 

the great, which shall fall" (D&C 1:16). And so on down: "Behold, the world is ripening 

in iniquity" (D&C 18:6). "The hour is nigh and the day soon at hand when the earth is 

ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; . . . I will take 

vengeance upon the wicked, for they will not repent; for the cup of mine indignation is 

full" (D&C 29:9, 17). "All flesh is corrupted before me; and the powers of darkness 

prevail upon the earth, . . . and all eternity is pained, and the angels are waiting. . . . The 

enemy is combined" (D&C 38:11-12). (Do such words mean nothing to us?) "Behold, the

day has come, when the cup of the wrath of mine indignation is full. . . . Wherefore, labor

ye; . . . for the adversary spreadeth his dominions, and darkness reigneth; and the anger of

God kindleth against the inhabitants of the earth; and none doeth good, for all have gone 

out of the way" (D&C 43:26, 28; 82:5-6). "Darkness covereth the earth, and gross 

darkness the minds of the people, and all flesh has become corrupt before my face. 

Behold, vengeance cometh speedily . . . upon all the face of the earth. . . . And upon my 

house shall it begin, . . . first among . . . you . . . who have professed to know my name 

and have not known me" (D&C 112:23-26).

So the word of the Lord is that Babylon is to remain in Babylon until the day of 

destruction. Things have not improved since Joseph Smith wrote of "the most damning 

hand of murder, tyranny, and oppressions, supported and urged on and upheld by the 

influence of that spirit which has so strongly riveted the creeds of the fathers, who have 
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inherited lies, upon the hearts of the children, and filled the world with confusion, and has

been growing stronger and stronger, and is now the very mainspring of all corruption, and

the whole earth groans under the weight of its iniquity."  "Some may have cried peace," 

he wrote (and no man ever loved peace more than he), "but the Saints and the world will 

have little peace from henceforth."  "Destruction, to the eye of the spiritual beholder, 

seems to be written by the finger of an invisible hand, in large capitals, upon almost every

thing we behold."  "There is a spirit that prompts the nations to prepare for war, 

desolation, and bloodshed—to waste each other away," said Brigham twenty years later. 

"Do they realize it? No. . . . Is it not a mystery?"  "When the nations have for years turned

much of their attention to manufacturing instruments of death, they have sooner or later 

used those instruments. . . . [They] will be used until the people are wasted away, and 

there is no help for it." 

This, then, is how things stand: (1) We know what Zion is, (2) we know what 

Babylon is, (3) we know that the two can never mix, and (4) we know that the Latter-day 

Saints, against the admonitions of their leaders, have always tried to mix them. How is 

this done? (And now comes our sermon.)

In order to reconcile the ways of Babylon with the ways of Zion, it has been 

necessary to circumvent the inconvenient barriers of scripture and conscience by the use 

of the tried and true device of rhetoric, defined by Plato as the art of making true things 

seem false and false things seem true by the use of words.  This invaluable art has, since 

the time of Cain, invested the ways of Babylon with an air of high purpose, solid virtue, 

and impeccable respectability. "The servants of sin should appear polished and pious, . . . 

able to call to their assistance . . . the subtle, persuasive power of rhetoric."  "The devil is 

an orator; he is powerful; . . . he can tempt all classes." 

Years ago I published a number of articles in various journals dealing with the 

Roman world of the fourth century A.D.  Let us recall that early Jewish and Christian 

writers referred to Rome simply as Babylon; it was the true Babylon of the time, but a 

Babylon sustained by a high sense of virtue. For, as the Romans became ever more 

corrupted by wealth (the Roman satirists, shrewd and observant men, infallibly put their 

finger on the spot every time), they became more and more fascinated with the image of 

themselves as honest, hard-working, straightforward, tough-minded citizens: Hic est 

Ausonia ("Here is Ausonia"), they said: "The Western world of clean, fresh, simple, 

unspoiled pioneers." This fiction became the very cornerstone of the official doctrine. 

"Rome was great because Rome was good, giving expression to the old Roman belief in 

the close association between piety and success."  This was the rhetoric of wealth, and it 

was inevitable—it always follows in such a situation, because people simply can't live 

virtuously and viciously at the same time. Yet they want to be good and rich at the same 

time, and so they reach a compromise called respectability, which is nothing less than 

Babylon masquerading as Zion.

Any social worker or observer knows that no one can be more straitlaced, 

puritanical, and exquisitely respectable than a harlot. She has to reek with virtue to 

relieve her terrible inner tensions. There is nothing the Godfather prizes more than his 

respectability, and extensive surveys have shown that he has become something of a 

hero-figure in this country. A patriot (he loves America with such a passion that a 

squadron of government lawyers cannot induce him to leave it), a church-going family 

man, impeccably proper in dress and etiquette, he outwits all his brutal rivals and 
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establishes his credibility by instant liquidation of all who stand in his way. It is not 

enough for the wicked to make excuses or explanations; in order to live with themselves 

and succeed in their undertakings, they must stand forth and be counted as pillars of 

righteousness, raising a hue and cry with practiced skill against those who would 

jeopardize their position, demonstrating, usually with the aid of paid rhetoricians, 

ministers, and lawyers, that it is not they but their opponents who are wicked. This is a 

leitmotif, a main theme, in the Book of Mormon: "We know that the people . . . in the 

land of Jerusalem were a righteous people; . . . and our father hath judged them, and hath 

led us away" (1 Nephi 17:22). Thus said the self-righteous Laman and Lemuel.

"This man doth revile against our laws which are just, and our wise lawyers 

whom we have selected." Amulek, thus accused, answered: "Have I testified against your

law? . . . I have spoken in favor of your law, to your condemnation. . . . And . . . the 

people cried out against him, saying: Now we know that this man is a child of the devil, 

for he hath lied unto us; for he hath spoken against our law . . . and . . . reviled . . . against

our lawyers, and our judges. And . . . the lawyers put it into their hearts that they should 

remember these things against him. . . . Now the object of these lawyers was to get gain" 

(Alma 10:24-32).

"Ye do not remember the Lord your God," said Samuel the Lamanite to the 

people of Zarahemla, "but ye do always remember your riches" (Helaman 13:22). (And 

how self-righteous they were about it!)

Now when ye talk, ye say: If our days had been in the days of our fathers of old, 

we would not have slain the prophets. . . . Behold ye are worse than they; for . . . if a 

prophet . . . testifieth of your sins, . . . ye are angry with him; . . . yea, you will say that he

is a false prophet, and that he is a sinner, and of the devil, because he testifieth that your 

deeds are evil. But behold, if a man . . . saith that all is well, then ye will not find fault 

with him. [On the contrary,] ye will clothe him with costly apparel . . . because . . . he 

saith that all is well (Helaman 13:25-28).

These people did not want to hear what was wrong with Zarahemla, only what 

was right with Zarahemla. Anyone who wanted their vote had only to avoid any mention 

of repentance and tell them that they had done no wrong, that Zarahemla was great 

because Zarahemla was good.

We do not have time here to examine the loci communes, the tried-and-true, sure-

fire topics that made up the arsenal of the rhetoric of wealth. I was brought up on them 

and could talk on the subject all night. Suffice it here to mention a few of the most 

powerful and persuasive talking points.

First, of course, the work ethic, which is being so strenuously advocated in our 

day. This is one of those neat magician's tricks in which all our attention is focused on 

one hand while the other hand does the manipulating. Implicit in the work ethic are the 

ideas (1) that because one must work to acquire wealth, work equals wealth, and (2) that 

that is the whole equation. With these go the corollaries that anyone who has wealth must

have earned it by hard work and is, therefore, beyond criticism; that anyone who doesn't 

have it deserves to suffer—thus penalizing any who do not work for money; and (since 

you have a right to all you earn) that the only real work is for one's self; and, finally, that 

any limit set to the amount of wealth an individual may acquire is a satanic device to 

deprive men of their free agency—thus making mockery of the Council of Heaven. These

editorial syllogisms we have heard a thousand times, but you will not find them in the 

286



scriptures. Even the cornerstone of virtue, "He that is idle shall not eat the bread . . . of 

the laborer" (D&C 42:42), hailed as the franchise of unbridled capitalism, is rather a 

rebuke to that system which has allowed idlers to live in luxury and laborers in want 

throughout the whole course of history. The whole emphasis in the holy writ is not on 

whether one works or not, but what one works for: "The laborer in Zion shall labor for 

Zion; for if they labor for money they shall perish" (2 Nephi 26:31). "The people of the 

church began to wax proud, because of their exceeding riches, . . . precious things, which 

they had obtained by their industry" (Alma 4:6) and which proved their undoing, for all 

their hard work.

In Zion you labor, to be sure, but not for money, and not for yourself, which is the

exact opposite of our present version of the work ethic. "The non-producer must live on 

the products of those who labor. There is no other way," says Brigham, and he gives the 

solution: "If we all labor a few hours a day, we could then spend the remainder of our 

time in rest and the improvement of our minds."  That is the real work we are called to do

and the real wealth we are to accumulate individually. "Work less, wear less, eat less, and

we shall be a great deal wiser, healthier, and wealthier people than by taking the course 

we do now."  Work does not sanctify wealth: "I know that there is no man on this earth 

who can call around him property, . . . and dicker and work, and take advantage here and 

there—no such man ever can magnify the priesthood nor enter the celestial kingdom. 

Now, remember, they will not enter that kingdom."  He gives a concrete illustration: 

"When the Twelve Apostles were chosen in this dispensation, they were told not to labor 

with their hands, but to preach the Gospel to the nations of the earth. Some of them 

before a year had elapsed were engaged in trade; they became merchants, and they 

apostatized."  "If we lust . . . for the riches of the world, and spare no pains [hard work] to

obtain and retain them, and feel 'these are mine,' then the spirit of the anti-Christ comes 

upon us. This is the danger . . . [we] are in."  Admirable and indispensable in themselves, 

hard work, ingenuity, and enterprise become an evil when they are misdirected, meaning 

directed to personal aggrandizement: "A man says, 'I am going to make iron, and I will 

have the credit of making the first iron in the Territory. I will have the credit of knowing 

how to flux the ore that is found in these regions, and bringing out the metal in 

abundance, or no other man shall.' Now, the beauty and glory of this kind of proceeding 

is the blackest of darkness, and its comeliness as deformity."  An act, good in itself, 

becomes a monstrous deformity when thus misdirected.

The first rule of economics is that everyone should provide, as far as possible, for 

himself. The second, which receives vastly more attention in the scriptures, is that man's 

wants are few. "Having food and raiment," says Paul, "let us be therewith content" (1 

Timothy 6:8). "If we have our hundreds or thousands," says Brother Brigham, "we may 

foster the idea that we have nothing more than we need; but such a notion is entirely 

erroneous, for our real wants are very limited. What do we absolutely need? I possess 

everything on the face of the earth that I need, as I appear before you on this stand."  

With our real wants thus modest, there is plenty on earth for everyone, "for the earth is 

full and there is enough and to spare" (D&C 104:17), and no excuse whatever for 

competitive grabbing—"wherefore the world lieth in sin" (D&C 49:20). To take more 

than we need is to take what does not belong to us.

In Zion, all are "of one heart and one mind, . . . and there [are] no poor among 

them" (Moses 7:18), thus showing that equality extends into all fields, as it must also be 
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in the preparation for Zion: "For if ye are not equal in earthly things ye cannot be equal in

obtaining heavenly things. For if you will that I give you a place in the celestial world, 

you must prepare yourselves" (D&C 78:6-7). "And you are to be equal, . . . to have equal 

claims, . . . every man according to his wants and his needs, . . . every man seeking the 

interest of his neighbor, and doing all things with an eye single to the glory of God" 

(D&C 82:17, 19). Well, there is a great deal of this. In the words of the Prophet Joseph, 

"The greatest temporal and spiritual blessings which always come from faithfulness and 

concerted effort, never attended individual exertion or enterprise"  (a statement I do not 

recall having heard from the stand for some time). This was a hard lesson to learn: to 

come down to earth. "The Latter-day Saints, in their conduct and acts with regard to 

financial matters, are like the rest of the world. The course pursued by men of business in

the world has a tendency to make a few rich, and to sink the masses of the people in 

poverty and degradation. Too many of the Elders of Israel take this course. No matter 

what comes they are for gain—for gathering around them riches; and when they get rich, 

how are those riches used? Spent on the lusts of the flesh."  As to the idler eating the 

bread of the laborer, "I have seen many cases . . .," says Brigham, "when the young lady 

would have to take her clothing on a Saturday night and wash it, in order that she might 

go to meeting on the Sunday with a clean dress on. Who is she laboring for? For those 

who, many of them, are living in luxury. And, to serve the classes that are living on them,

the poor, laboring men and women are toiling, working their lives out to earn that which 

will keep a little life within them. Is this equality? No! What is going to be done? The 

Latter-day Saints will never accomplish their mission until this inequality shall cease on 

the earth."  "The earth is here, and the fullness thereof is here. It was made for man; and 

one man was not made to trample his fellowman under his feet, and enjoy all his hearts 

desires, while the thousands suffer."  Regardless of who works and who doesn't, no just 

father is going to order one son clothed in robes and another in rags (D&C 38:26).

Of course, the man who devotes himself to the tiring routines of business should 

be rewarded, but should all others be penalized who do not engage in that particular line 

of work? "Where, then, is your great ability? In your pockets—in the god so much 

adored," says Brigham with contempt; there is other work to be done and far greater: 

"But take the men that can travel the earth over, preach the Gospel without purse or scrip,

and then go to and lay their plans to gather the saints. That looks like the work of angels."

Granted that those who acquire wealth are sometimes people of superior talent (though 

for every real artist, or poet, or composer in America, there are at least ten thousand 

millionaires), "those who are blessed with superior abilities," even in business, "should 

use those blessings . . . to administer to others less favored." Our gifts and talents are to 

be put at the disposal of the human race, not used to put the race at our disposal. "Instead 

of this," Brigham notes, "man has become so perverted as to debar his fellows as much as

possible from those blessings, and constrain them by physical force or circumstances to 

contribute of the proceeds of their labour to sustain the favoured few."  That is not Zion, 

but that is what we have. Should we settle for it?

The doctrine of uniting together in our temporal labors, and all working for the 

good of all is from the beginning, from everlasting, and it will be for ever and ever. No 

one supposes for one moment that in heaven the angels are speculating, that they are 

building railroads and factories, taking advantage one of another, gathering up the 

substance there is in heaven to aggrandize themselves, and that they live on the same 
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principle that we are in the habit of doing. No Christian, no sectarian Christian, in the 

world believes this; they believe that the inhabitants of heaven live as a family, that their 

faith, interests and pursuits have one end in view—the glory of God and their own 

salvation, that they may receive more and more. . . . We all believe this, and suppose we 

go to work and imitate them as far as we can. 

"There are men in this community who, through the force of the education they 

have received from their parents and friends [i.e., this is an established ethic among us], 

would cheat a poor widow out of her last cow, and then go down upon their knees and 

thank God for the good fortune he had sent them and for his kind providences that 

enabled them to obtain a cow without becoming amenable to any law of the land, though 

the poor widow has been actually cheated."  Here, please note, the defense of immorality 

is legality: if it is legal, all is well, even though the law has been contrived under pressure

of interest groups.

God recognizes only one justification for seeking wealth, and that is with the 

express intent of helping the poor (Jacob 2:19). One of the disturbing things about Zion is

that its appeal, according to the scriptures, is all to the poor: "The Lord hath founded 

Zion, and the poor of his people shall trust in it" (Isaiah 14:32). Of course, once in Zion, 

no one suffers from poverty, for they dwell in righteousness and there are no poor among 

them (Moses 7:18). The law of consecration is a minimal requirement, for "if my people 

observe not this law, . . . it shall not be a land of Zion unto you" (D&C 119:6). Here our 

rhetoric engages in a neat bit of sophistry that has always been popular:

Elders of Israel are greedy after the things of this world. If you ask them if they 

are ready to build up the kingdom of God, their answer is prompt—"Why, to be sure we 

are, with our whole souls; but we want first to get so much gold, speculate and get rich, 

and then we can help the church considerably. We will go to California and get gold, go 

and buy goods and get rich, trade with the emigrants, build a mill, make a farm, get a 

large herd of cattle, and then we can do a great deal for Israel." 

I have heard this many times from friends and relatives, but it is hokum. What 

they are saying is, "If God will give me a million dollars. I will let him have a generous 

cut of it." And so they pray and speculate and expect the Lord to come through for them. 

He won't do it: "And again, I command thee that thou shalt not covet thine own property"

(D&C 19:26). "Let them repent of all their sins, and of all their covetous desires, before 

me, saith the Lord; for what is property unto me? saith the Lord" (D&C 117:4). He does 

not need our property or our help.

Every rhetorician knows that his most effective weapons by far are labels. He can 

demolish the opposition with simple and devastating labels such as communism, 

socialism, or atheism, popery, militarism, or Mormonism, or give his clients' worst 

crimes a religious glow with noble labels such as integrity, old-fashioned honesty, 

toughmindedness, or free competitive enterprise. "You can get away with anything if you

just wave the flag," a business partner of my father once told me. He called that 

patriotism. But the label game reaches its all-time peak of skill and effrontery in the 

Madison Avenue master stroke of pasting the lovely label of Zion on all the most typical 

institutions of Babylon: Zion's Loans, Zion's Real Estate, Zion's Used Cars, Zion's 

Jewelry, Zion's Supermart, Zion's Auto Wrecking, Zion's Outdoor Advertising, Zion's 

Gunshop, Zion's Land and Mining, Zion's Development, Zion's Securities—all that is 

quintessentially Babylon now masquerades as Zion.
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There is a precedent for the bit of faking—a most distinguished one. Satan, being 

neither stupid nor inexperienced, knows the value of a pleasing appearance—there are 

times when it pays to appear even as an angel of light. He goes farther than that, however,

to assure that success of his masquerade (given out since the days of Adam) as a 

picturesquely repulsive figure—a four-star horror with claws, horns, or other obvious 

trimmings. With that idea firmly established, he can operate with devastating 

effectiveness as a very proper gentleman, a handsome and persuasive salesman. He 

"decoys" our minds (a favorite word with Brigham Young) with false words and 

appearances. A favorite trick is to put the whole blame on sex. Sex can be a pernicious 

appetite, but it runs a poor second to the other. For example: We are wont to think of 

Sodom as the original sexpot, but according to all accounts "this was the iniquity of thy 

sister Sodom": that great wealth made her people cruel and self-righteous.  The worst 

sinners, according to Jesus, are not the harlots and publicans, but the religious leaders 

with their insistence on proper dress and grooming, their careful observance of all the 

rules, their precious concern for status symbols, their strict legality, their pious patriotism.

Longhairs, beards, necklaces, LSD and rock, Big Sur and Woodstock come and go, but 

Babylon is always there: rich, respectable, immovable, with its granite walls and steel 

vaults, its bronze gates, its onyx trimmings and marble floors (all borrowed from ancient 

temples, for these are our modern temples), and its bullet-proof glass—the awesome 

symbols of total security. Keeping her orgies decently private, she presents a front of 

unalterable propriety to all. As the early Christian writers observed, Babylon always 

wins: in every showdown throughout history, Satan has remained in possession of the 

field, and he still holds it. Its security and respectability exert a strong appeal: "When I 

see this people grow and spread and prosper," said Brigham Young, "I feel there is more 

danger than when they are in poverty. Being driven from city to city . . . is nothing 

compared to the danger of becoming rich and being hailed by outsiders as a first-class 

community." 

Brigham Young has this to say on the Puritan ethic, which shifts the burden of 

guilt from wealth to sex:

When the books are opened, out of which the human family are to be judged, how

disappointed the professedly sanctified, long-faced hypocrites and smoothtoned pharisees

will be, when the publicans and harlots enter into the kingdom of heaven before them; 

people that appeared to be full of evil, but the Lord says they never designed to do wrong;

the Devil had power over them, and they suffered in their mortal state a thousand times 

more than you poor, miserable, canting, cheating, snivelling, hypocritical pharisees; you 

were dressed in purple and fine linen, and bound burdens upon your weaker brethren that 

you would not so much as help to lift with your little fingers. Did you ever go without 

food, suffer with tooth-ache, sore eyes, rheumatism, or the chills and fever? You have 

fared sumptuously all your days and you condemned to an everlasting hell these poor 

harlots and publicans who never designed an evil. Are you not guilty of committing an 

evil with that poor harlot? Yes, and you will be damned while she will be saved. 

When the Saints were shocked by growing juvenile delinquency in their midst, 

who were the real criminals? Brigham knows: "I have not the least hesitation in saying 

that the loose conduct, and calculations, and manner of doing business, which have 

characterized men who have had property in their hands, have laid the foundation to 

bring our boys into the spirit of stealing. You have caused them to do it, you have laid 
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before them every inducement possible, to learn their hands and train their minds to take 

that which is not their own."  But the respectable appearance will nearly always win, 

though the Lord has said, "Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous 

judgment" (John 7:24).

Here are a few notes from Brigham on this clever campaign: "The devil appears 

as a gentleman when he presents himself to the children of men."  "The devil does not 

care how much religion there is on earth; he is a great preacher, and to all appearance, a 

great gentleman. . . . It is popular now-a-days to be religious; it has become the seasoning

to a great deal of rascality, hypocrisy and crime."  "The adversary presents his principles 

and arguments in the most approved style, and in the most winning tone, attended with 

the most graceful attitudes; and he is very careful to ingratiate himself into the favour of 

the powerful and influential of mankind, uniting himself with popular parties, floating 

into offices of trust and emolument by pandering to popular feeling, though it should 

seriously wrong and oppress the innocent."  No atheism here! "The servants of sin should

appear polished and pious, . . . able to call to their assistance . . . the subtle, persuasive 

power of rhetoric."  "The devil is an orator," said Joseph Smith. "He is powerful; . . . he 

can tempt all classes." 

It is not difficult to discover the plot of the drama of the restored gospel. But the 

prince of this world does not like certain aspects of the play, and so his people have 

undertaken to rewrite the script. What has today happened is an old story and is crassly 

obvious—they have switched villains on us. They have cast an obnoxious young 

lightweight (a very minor devil) to the role of the Evil One while the one most qualified 

to play it prefers to take the part of a dignified, upright, mature, and often charming 

gentleman. It was clever to put a pathetic, long-haired, dirty, neurotic, mixed-up, 

idealistic, sex-hungry fool in the role of the heavy while an actor of infinitely greater skill

and experience takes the highly respectable part of the archpillar of society. But no one 

whose knowledge of life and letters has taken him as far as a season of TV westerns or 

soap operas would be fooled for a minute by the shift. The well-groomed, well-dressed, 

well-fed, successful, respectable man of the world (in the western, it's the banker, 

mineowner, or local landbaron) points a finger trembling with righteous wrath and scorn 

at the miserable, halfbaked tramp or cowboy who gives himself away all over the place.

The sorriest thing about Babylon's masquerade and the switched villains is that 

there is nothing the least bit clever or subtle about it. It is all as crude, obvious, and 

heavy-handed as it can be, and it only gets by because everybody wants it to. We rather 

like the Godfather and the lively and competitive world he moves in: what would TV do 

without it? What other world have our children ever known? We want to be vindicated in 

our position and to know that the world is on our side as we all join in a chorus of 

righteous denunciation; the haircut becomes the test of virtue in a world where Satan 

deceives and rules by appearance. The full-fledged citizen of Babylon is an organization 

man: Daniel was thrown to the lions before he would give up his private devotions 

offensive to the administration to which he belonged; his three friends preferred being 

cast into a fiery furnace to the simple act of facing and saluting the image of the king of 

Babylon who had given them wealth, power, and position in his kingdom, to whom they 

owed all allegiance, when the band played in the Plain of Dura. For Brigham Young, 

conformity is the danger signal: "I am not a stereotyped Latter-day Saint," he said, "and 

do not believe in the doctrine. . . . Away with stereotyped 'Mormons'!"  When, as a boy, 
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he was asked by his father to sign a temperance pledge, he resolutely refused.  Youth 

rebelling against respectability? No, honesty resisting social pressure and hypocrisy.

Why this highly unoriginal talk? Because if this is a very important and cosmic 

part of the gospel, it is also a much neglected one.

All my life I have shied away from these disturbing and highly unpopular—even 

offensive—themes. But I cannot do so any longer, because in my old age I have taken to 

reading the scriptures and there have had it forced upon my reluctant attention, that from 

the time of Adam to the present day, Zion has been pitted against Babylon, and the name 

of the game has always been money—"power and gain."

It has been supposed that wealth gives power. In a depraved state of society, in a 

certain sense it does, if opening a wide field for unrighteous monopolies, by which the 

poor are robbed and oppressed and the wealthy are more enriched, is power. In a 

depraved state of society money can buy positions and titles, can cover up a multitude of 

incapabilities, can open wide the gates of fashionable society to the lowest and most 

depraved of human beings; it divides society into castes without any reference to 

goodness, virtue or truth. It is made to pander to the most brutal passions of the human 

soul; it is made to subvert every wholesome law of God and man, and to trample down 

every sacred bond that should tie society together in a national, municipal, domestic and 

every other relationship. 

Cain slew "his brother Abel, for the sake of getting gain" (Moses 5:50). For Satan 

had taught him "this great secret, that I may murder and get gain" (Moses 5:31). He 

excused himself to God: "Satan tempted me because of my brother's flocks" (Moses 

5:38), and having gotten the best of his brother in competition, Cain "gloried in that 

which he had done," rejoicing in the rhetoric of wealth: "I am free; surely the flocks of 

my brother falleth into my hands" (Moses 5:33).

He felt no guilt, since this was fair competition. Abel could take care of himself: 

"Am I my brother's keeper?" (Moses 5:34).

It was all free competitive enterprise where "every man prospered according to 

his genius, and . . . every man conquered according to his strength; and whatsoever a man

did was no crime" (Alma 30:17). This is no mere red thread running through the 

scriptures but the broad highway of history.

Commenting on the astonishingly short time in which the Nephites turned from a 

righteous to a wicked nation, Nephi puts his finger on the spot: "Now the cause of this 

iniquity of the people was this—Satan had great power, unto the stirring up of the people 

to do all manner of iniquity, . . . tempting them to seek [in other words, work] for power, 

and authority, and riches, and the vain things of the world" (3 Nephi 6:15).

I pray that there may be some Latter-day Saints who do not succumb to the last 

and most determined onslaught of Babylon, which I believe may be coming.

-- Hugh Nibley, Approaching Zion, (Salt Lake City and Provo: Deseret Book, 

Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 1989), 25-59 
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